“Whenever my friend David Powlison offers insights on handling hardships, I listen. Far from dispensing ivory-tower platitudes, David takes
anchors from Scripture and bolts them firmly into our thinking, providing
practical steps in embracing the God of the Bible, who, incidentally, wrote
the book on suffering. David’s wisdom has helped me through a significant
portion of my years as a quadriplegic, and I highly commend God’s Grace
in Your Suffering. What a great guide for those who, every day, journey
the hard, bloodstained path to Calvary.”
Joni Eareckson Tada, Founder, Joni and Friends International
Disability Center
“Sometimes navigating the advice of others while in the midst of suffering
can be an added trial. Powlison puts all of that to rest by giving readers
the gospel—showing them the firm foundation of the Word. He puts the
compass of God’s Word in our trembling hands and points us to true north:
Christ himself.”
Gloria Furman, coeditor, Word-Filled Women’s Ministry; author,
The Pastor’s Wife
“Tender, refreshing, and thoroughly biblical, God’s Grace in Your Suffering is a cup of cold water for those in the desert of suffering. Writing from
the perspective of both a fellow sufferer and a wise counselor, Powlison
gently leads us to find God’s goodness, grace, and comforting presence in
our pain. We see how God is at work in our trials and can bring gold out
of our afflictions. My copy is well marked as I know I will refer to this
insightful book again and again!”
Vaneetha Rendall Risner, author, The Scars That Have Shaped Me:
How God Meets Us in Suffering
“Because David Powlison understands that ‘profound good in our lives
often emerges in a crucible of significant suffering,’ he is fit to lead us in
a workshop on suffering and God’s grace. And that’s exactly what God’s
Grace in Your Suffering is—a workshop where Powlison walks us through
Scripture, the hymn ‘How Firm a Foundation,’ and our (and his) experiences, that we may see God’s goodness and seek God’s grace in and through
our suffering.”
Juan R. Sanchez, Senior Pastor, High Pointe Baptist Church, Austin,
Texas; author, 1 Peter for You and Seven Dangers Facing Your Church

“Here’s a short book that is long on biblical wisdom for real life. I look
forward to putting this book into the hands of those who struggle to connect the promises of the Bible with the painful realities of life in this world
in a way that brings peace.”
Nancy Guthrie, author, Hearing Jesus Speak into Your Sorrow
“Yes and amen! David Powlison brings together suffering and the powerful, tender God who is with us in our sufferings and in whom they have
meaning and purpose. You will find a big-picture view that breathes hope
and encouragement, as well as profound nuggets that you will want to tape
up over the kitchen sink to savor. As always, David makes things practical,
personal, and ‘ordinary.’ If you live in this broken world, you will want
to read this book!”
Elizabeth W. D. Groves, Lecturer in Old Testament, Westminster
Theological Seminary; author, Grief Undone and Becoming a Widow
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To the men and women
with whom I am privileged to work at the
Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation.
Your faith, love, wisdom, and gifts mean so much to
me personally. You give riches to the body of Christ.
You give your very selves. Thank you.

We most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to
comfort and succor all those who, in this transitory life, are
in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
Book of Common Prayer

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
2 Corinthians 1:3–4
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I N T RO D U C T I O N

Job, his wife, and his three friends agreed on two things. Our
lives are “few of days and full of trouble” (Job 14:1), and God’s
hand is intimately mixed up in our troubles. But strife and perplexity set in among them when they tried to explain exactly
how God and troubles connect.
They argued about the cause of Job’s troubles; no one understood the backstory of cosmic drama. They argued about what
God was up to; no one understood that God had purposes for
good beyond human comprehension and he was not punishing
Job. They argued about the validity of Job’s professed faith and
faithfulness; no one understood that Job was both the genuine
article and a work in progress. And they argued about who
needed to do what in response to affliction; no one understood
that the Lord would show up, that he would be asking the questions, that his purposes would be fulfilled. The Lord himself described Job as “a blameless and upright man, who fears God and
turns away from evil” (Job 1:8). But who could have predicted
the tumultuous journey that proved that fact?
Thousands of years later, we humankind are still short-lived
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and still much afflicted. And our troubles still perplex us. Why
is this happening to me? Where is God? What is he doing? What
does faith look like? How does the Lord show up? Why is the
journey so tumultuous?
And what difference does it make that in between Job’s afflictions back then and your afflictions right now, the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us? Job said:
I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been thus destroyed,
yet in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
My heart faints within me! (Job 19:25–27)

Job’s Redeemer came to him at last. The Lord answered out
of the whirlwind, and Job said, “Now my eye sees you” (Job
42:5). But we see even more clearly. From where we stand, we
see Jesus Christ. We see more of who the Redeemer is. We see
more of how he did it. We say more than Job could say: “God,
who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). We see. But our lives are
still “few of days and full of trouble.”
Here is the central concern of the book before you. When
you face trouble, loss, disability, and pain, how does the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ meet you and comfort you?
How does grace and goodness find you, touch you, work with
you, and walk with you through deep waters? You probably
12
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already know something of the “right answer.” Consider three
sweeping truths.
First, it is obvious from both Scripture and experience that God
never establishes a no-fly zone keeping all problems away. He never
promises that your life will be safe, easy, peaceful, healthy, and
prosperous. On the contrary, you and I are certain to experience
danger, hardship, turmoil, ill health, and loss. And some of God’s
beloved children live lives particularly fraught with physical pain,
poverty, isolation, betrayal, and loss. For all of us, death is the inevitable and impending final affliction. We humankind are mariposa
lilies in Death Valley after rain. We flourish for a moment. Then the
wind passes over us, and we are gone, and no trace remains. That’s
the description of God’s blessed and beloved children according to
Psalm 103:15–16. And, of course, people who are estranged from
God also live brief and troubled lives. We cannot read God’s
favor or disfavor by assessing how troubled a person’s life is.
Second, it is obvious from Scripture and experience that we
also sample joys and good gifts from God’s hand. The mariposa
lily is beautiful in its season. Most people taste something of
what is good—familial care perhaps, and daily bread, occasional
feasting, a measure of good health, friends and companions,
moments of beauty, opportunity to become good at something,
committed love, children’s laughter, a job well done, the innocent pleasure of resting after working, and perhaps a restful
sleep. There are no guarantees of any particular earthly good,
but all good gifts may be gratefully enjoyed.
Some people seem unusually blessed with temporal joys. Job
enjoyed unusually good gifts at both the beginning and the end
13
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of his life—Satan had accused the Lord of giving Job a cushy life
as a bribe for faith. And arrogant people, at odds with God and
self-reliant, may also enjoy an easy life of good health, growing
wealth, and the admiration of others. That’s how Psalm 73:3–12
describes people who flourish though they deem the Lord irrelevant. We cannot read God’s favor or disfavor by assessing how
easy and trouble-free a person’s life is.
Third, it’s obvious from Scripture—and it can become deeply
rooted in experience—that God speaks and acts through affliction. As C. S. Lewis says, “God whispers to us in our pleasures,
speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”1 The purpose of this book is to
anchor your experience more deeply in God’s goodness. Suffering reveals the genuineness of faith in Christ. And suffering
produces genuine faith. For example, when you struggle under
affliction, the Psalms become real. True faith deepens, brightens,
and grows wise. You grow up in knowing God. When you are
the genuine article, you are also and always a work in progress.
Suffering is both the acid test and the catalyst. It reveals and
forms faith. It also exposes and destroys counterfeit faith. Afflictions expose illusory hopes invested in imaginary gods. Such
disillusionment is a good thing, a severe mercy. The destruction of what is false invites repentance and faith in God as he
truly is. Suffering brings a foretaste of the loss of every good
thing for those who profess no faith in the one Savior of the
world, God’s inexpressible gift, the Lifegiver. Affliction presses
on unbelief. It presses unbelief toward bitterness, or despair, or
addiction, or ever more desperate illusions, or ever more deadly
14
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self-satisfaction—or to a reconsideration of what lasts. To lose
what you are living for, when those treasures are vanities, invites
comprehensive repentance. We can read God’s favor or disfavor
by noticing how a person responds to affliction.
God’s hand is intimately mixed up in our troubles. Each day
will bring you “its own trouble” (Matt. 6:34). Some difficulties
are light and momentary—in your face today and forgotten tomorrow. Other hardships last for a season. Some troubles recur
and abate cyclically. Other afflictions become chronic. Some woes
steadily worsen, progressively bringing pain and disability into
your life. And other sufferings arrive with inescapable finality—
the death of a dream, the death of a loved one, your own dying
and death. But whatever you must face changes in light of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the promise that you, too, will live.
Faith can grow up. You can learn to say with all your heart, in
company with a great cloud of witnesses: “We do not lose heart.
Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison” (2 Cor.
4:16–17). We can learn to say it and mean it, because it is true.
If you are someone who has taken the book of Psalms to
heart, if you’ve pondered the second half of Romans 8, if you’ve
worked your way through Job, if you’ve let 1 Peter sink in,
then you’ve already got the gist of how God’s grace works in
hardships. But there are always new challenges. The wisdom to
suffer well is like manna—you must receive nourishment every
day. You can’t store it up, though you do become more familiar
with how to go out and find what you need for today.
15
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How will God actually engage your sufferings with his grace?
You may know the right answer in theory. You may have known
it firsthand in some difficult situations. And yet you’ll find that
you don’t know God well enough or in the exact ways you need
to for the next thing that comes your way.
We take God’s hard answer and make it sound like a pat
answer. He sets about a long slow answering, but we’re after a
quick fix. His answer insists on being lived out over time and
into the particulars. We act as if just saying the right words
makes it so. God’s answer involves changing you into a different
kind of person. But we act as if some truth, principle, strategy, or
perspective might simply be incorporated into who we already
are. God personalizes his answer on hearts with an uncanny
flexibility. But we turn it into a formula: “If you just believe x.
If you just do y. If you just remember z.” No important truth
ever contains the word “just” in the punch line.
We can make the right answer sound old hat, but I guarantee this: God will surprise you. He will make you stop. You
will struggle. He will bring you up short. You will hurt. He
will take his time. You will grow in faith and in love. He will
deeply delight you. You will find the process harder than you
ever imagined—and better. Goodness and mercy will follow you
all the days of your life. At the end of the long road you will
come home at last. No matter how many times you’ve heard it,
no matter how long you’ve known it, no matter how well you
can say it, God’s answer will come to mean something better
than you could ever imagine.
He answers with himself.2
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YO U R S I G N I F I C A N T
SUFFERING

Think of this book as a workshop. Put yourself into the story
and you will get more out of it. Scripture is custom-designed
to engage any and all difficulties we face in life. So put your
troubles on the table. Listen to how our Lord invites us to get
personal.
In essence, Jesus says, “In me you have peace. In the world
you have trouble. But take heart—I’ve overcome the world”
(John 16:33). We live in specifics, not generalities. You are invited to come candidly with your particular afflictions.
James says that you will “meet trials of various kinds” (James
1:2). These are the exact places where the Lord will develop
steadiness and depth in your faith. In affliction you discover
how you lack wisdom. So you ask for wisdom. And God freely
gives what you need.
17
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Peter says that you are “grieved by various trials” (1 Pet. 1:6).
But in Christ you have been given something imperishable. God
promises to guard you by his power and to make your faith
more genuine and true as you pass through fire.
Paul says that our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ comfort
us in “all our afflictions” (2 Cor. 1:4). Your troubles nestle
within that promise. God will comfort and strengthen you, giving you a growing ability to help others in whatever troubles
they face.
David prays for himself,
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted.
The troubles of my heart are enlarged;
bring me out of my distresses. (Ps. 25:16–17)

And then he prays for all God’s children,
Redeem Israel, O God,
out of all his troubles. (25:22)

You are invited to bring your need, your troubles, your afflictions, your loneliness into the heart of God’s grace and
deliverance.
All these voices speak out of experiences like yours—different in the specifics, but hard in the same ways. So bring your
own story into what we discuss together.
What is the most significant suffering you experienced in
the past?
___________________________________________________
18
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What is the hardest thing you are facing now?
___________________________________________________
What are you afraid you might have to go through someday?
___________________________________________________

Think about it and get specific. Write in the margins of these
pages. Keep thinking when you put the book down. Pray about
it. Talk it out with your best friend tomorrow. Walk it out. The
title of this book is intentional. We are not going to discuss the
general topic of God and suffering. We will consider how God’s
grace enters directly into your suffering.
Don’t rush on. Pull out a pen or pencil. Take five or ten minutes—or more, if that’s the honest thing to do.
Where are you struggling to make sense of things?
___________________________________________________
Where do you need help?
___________________________________________________
Where do you need wisdom?
___________________________________________________
Where do you need courage?
___________________________________________________
Where do you need mercy?
___________________________________________________
Where do you need protection?
___________________________________________________
Where do you need strength?
___________________________________________________
19
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The gifts of God’s grace fit hand-in-glove with your need.
You are responsible for half of this book! If you do your part
well, it will be the better half.
Let me prime the pump a bit more to get you thinking
broadly. Perhaps one catastrophic event leapt to mind. But as
you think further, maybe something else presses forward into
consciousness. Perhaps the searing moment has not been as significant as some difficult, disappointing relationship that has
lasted a long, long time. There are many kinds of significant
suffering. Sometimes something seemingly small is the perfect
laboratory for growing in grace. Your Redeemer invites you to
consider any life-troubling situation, whether large or small, and
then to make it personal. None of us suffers in general. Each of
us struggles in particular ways. You can put your particulars on
the table.
Here is still another way to come at this. What has marked
you? More specifically, what marked you for good? Profound
good in our lives often emerges in a crucible of significant suffering. Jesus himself “learned obedience through what he suffered” (Heb. 5:8). Faith and love shine most clearly, simply, and
courageously in a dark place.
And, what has marked you for bad? Our typical sins emerge
in reaction to betrayal, loss, or pain. Hammered by some evil,
we discover evils operating in our own hearts. We feel resentful, anxious, desperate, overwhelmed, confused—or all of the
above!
Perhaps most often, both the bad and the good come out of
us. A trial brings out what is most wrong, and God brings about
20

Your Significant Suffering

what is most right as he meets you and works with you. So the
psalm writer says,
Before I was afflicted I went astray,
but now I keep your word. (Ps. 119:67)

Affliction itself is not good, but God works what is very good,
bringing the ignorant and wayward back home. Faith’s enduring and alert dependency on the Lord is one of the Spirit’s finest
fruits. And you bear that fruit only when you have lived through
something hard.
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“In Making All Things New, David Powlison offers us a gem, a helping
hand, and a sure bet. True to the Bible, he is a realist. He shows us how
a Christ-redefined life changes what sex means. This book is not pie in
the sky. It is feet on the floor. Where do you or people you love struggle?
Take David’s hand and walk this road with the Lord. He shows us all how
besetting sexual sin is symptomatic of something yet hidden. Repentance
of sin commences sexual repatterning, and this accessible book will take
you into that dark place with the light of Christ. As the world clamors
about sexual rights and privileges, the people of God must show up with
something beyond moral platitudes or behavioral modification programs.
We already have a Savior who knows how to rescue his people. And now
we have an accessible guidebook, one that helps the sexual sinner recognize
the deeper battle, and one that helps parents and allies apply faith to the
dire facts of being held captive.”
Rosaria Butterfield, former professor of English, Syracuse
University; author, The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert
“Sexual sin can seem like a trap from which one can never escape. David
Powlison brings good news to those caught in sexual sin, and to those who
have been sinned against. This book addresses sexual sin not with shame
and moralizing but with the gospel of Jesus Christ. We all need to hear the
message of this book.”
Russell D. Moore, president, Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention
“David Powlison’s ministry to all fallen humanity is evident in this book.
He calls those impacted by the pain and sorrow of sexual struggle and
sin to repentance while finding refuge in the arms of our faithful Savior.
Likewise, he presents to all who bear God’s image a picture of what God
is doing to restore the beauty of sexual intimacy in the lives of his people.”
Timothy Geiger, president, Harvest USA; author, What to Do When
Your Child Says, “I’m Gay”

“Finally, a gospel-centered book for both genders that beautifully brings
the hope of Christ to bear upon broken sexuality. Women, like men, have
been sinned against sexually and have pursued their own expressions of
sinful sexual behavior. Making All Things New masterfully achieves the
author’s vision to be candid and hopeful regarding the real possibility of
life transformation and to restored joy to women and men bound up in the
shame and pain of sexual brokenness.”
Ellen Mary Dykas, women’s ministry coordinator, Harvest USA;
author, Sexual Sanity for Women: Healing from Sexual and
Relational Brokenness
“I love David Powlison. Few living authors have shaped my approach to
gospel growth, and even preaching, more than he has. Gifted Christian
counselors like Powlison read the Bible in a unique way, laying open both
the truth of Scripture and the foundations of the human heart, showing
where one intersects the other. I have to think that if you heard Jesus preach
in the first century, you would have assumed you were listening to a very
gifted counselor. In this remarkably insightful book, Powlison offers gospel
hope to those who have sinned through sex and those who have suffered
through it. I am excited to provide this resource to people dealing with an
area in which many first experience their need of the gospel.”
J. D. Greear, pastor, The Summit Church, Raleigh-Durham,
North Carolina; author, Gaining by Losing: Why the Future Belongs
to Churches That Send
“Making All Things New is a helpful perspective for understanding a common theme in life. David Powlison will help you to see sexual transgression
and sexual affliction under the unique lens of the gospel, and will guide
you to find hope in the purity and the cleanness of Christ. Jesus makes all
things new, even our sexual experience.”
Alexandre Chiaradia Mendes, pastor, Maranatha Baptist Church,
São José dos Campos, Brazil; director of vision and expansion,
Brazilian Association of Biblical Counselors; coauthor, Dating and
Engagement That God Desires

“Nothing hinders joy more than sexual misuse and abuse, and nothing
troubles more people more profoundly today than sexual deception, corruption, and brokenness. This easy-to-read book is compassionate yet
uncompromising, practical yet principled. It shines light into darkness
for those seeking a way out, and extends hope to those needing it most
desperately.”
Daniel R. Heimbach, senior professor of Christian ethics,
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; author, True Sexual
Morality: Recovering Biblical Standards for a Culture in Crisis
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I N T RO D U C T I O N

A vibrant quilt has adorned a wall in our home for many years.
The artist took bright swatches of fabric and cut hundreds of
tiny squares and triangles. She created a lattice pattern through
which you gaze into a luminous, iridescent garden. I view her
quilt as an invitation to pause and catch a glimpse into a paradise. The latticework encloses, protects, provides structure, and
reveals wonders. The garden within creates an impression of
flower and color, air and light, life and pleasure. It gives a small
picture of our God’s two great works: the goodness of his creation and the goodness of his salvation.
Both creation and salvation embrace human sexuality. Sex
is an elemental good in God’s fruitful work in creation. Our
sexuality is a renewed good by his fruitful working in salvation.
Imagine sexuality transformed into a garden of wise love, safety,
wisdom, self-control, and delight.
Imagine growing up within the protection of the lattice. Children are protected from the stains of betrayal, molestation, and
assault. Sons and daughters are not defiled and sexualized by
exposure to lewd humor and to suggestive or pornographic images. The sexually immature are cared for.
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Imagine the dignity of sexual restraint as the first lesson
of budding adulthood. We enter sexual maturity as singles,
not marrieds. Friends, brothers, sisters, children, parents, and
strangers are never meant to become objects of sexualized attention. Every willing learner must learn (and often relearn) broadspectrum self-control as a core expression of love. And those
who eventually marry will find that there are seasons where
sexual restraint is the form love takes.
Imagine sexual desire freed and focused within the union of
husband and wife. There is love, pleasure, and beauty in sexual
expression during those seasons when it is a core facet of marital fidelity and love. Our sexuality was designed to be a willing
servant of love. It becomes distorted by our willfulness or our
fear. It is being remade into a willing servant of love. Love makes
sexuality like a laser beam: its power under control, its intensity
focused, nothing wasted or promiscuously scattered.
God began a comprehensive good work in you. He will complete what he has begun. Wrongs are made right, and, to quote
Julian of Norwich, “all shall be well, and all shall be well, and
all manner of thing shall be well.”1 You will flourish in a garden
of safety and joy.
How can this ever be? We become so stained with lewd desire and our own transgressions. And the transgressions of others so darken us with hurt and fear. How can all wrongs be
made right? Jesus, the merciful, steadily intervenes. To the indulgent, he brings forgiveness, covering perverse pleasures with
new innocence. To the frightened, he brings refuge, the name
that calms our fears and bids our sorrows cease. There is plea12
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sure and protection in Christ, God’s inexpressible gift. Sexuality
becomes wise, and wisdom is that gift of God to which nothing
else you desire can compare (Prov. 3:13–15).
The lovely quilt is an object lesson in creation and re-creation.

Needing a contrasting object lesson, I stopped in to talk with
my auto mechanic. He fished a greasy rag from the trash bin at
the back of his garage and handed it to me. Unnamable filth had
soaked through that scrap of fabric. Ground-in, oily dirt. If your
hands are clean, you don’t really feel like touching such a sordid
rag. If you must handle such an object, you pick it up by one corner between thumb and forefinger, holding it out away from you
at arm’s length. The filthy rag gives us a second, all-too-familiar
picture of sexuality. Sex soaks up dark, dirty stains. We must
face ground-in evils if we are to repair what’s wrong with us
and help others with what’s wrong with them. You understand
why Jude evokes an unpleasant sense of wariness even amid his
call to generous-hearted love: “To others show mercy, mixed
with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh”
(Jude 23 NIV).
Greasy-rag experiences turn sex itself into a darkness of renegade desires, lingering hurts, haunting shame. The darkness
and stain reside not in being created sexual beings but in the
doubled evil of the human condition. Evils arise from within
us; evils fall upon us. We misuse our bodies, and our bodies are
misused by others.
13
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How is your life turning out with regard to sexuality?
A garden in the lattice? A greasy rag from the trash bin? Here
is Jesus’s personal purpose statement as he goes about his good
work in us: “Behold, I am making all things new” (Rev. 21:5).
This book explores that making new. But before we delve into
the processes of that renewal, let me begin by identifying three
orienting realities.

14
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In order to renew anything, we must have a vision for what it
is intended to be, for what’s gone wrong, and for how to bring
about transformation. This chapter will establish that threefold
vision for sexuality and then orient you to particular emphases
in how I am coming at the issues.
A Threefold Vision
Christian Faith Revels in Sexual Fidelity

The Bible is frank about sexual joy within the circle of faithfulness. Fidelity first orients you as a child of God in relationship
to your Father. You come under his care and oversight. Fidelity
then orients you as a steward of your own body. We all enter
adult life with the gift of singleness; many of us continue with
the gift of singleness for many years, even a lifetime; and a majority of us will end life with the gift of singleness. We must be
stewards of ourselves. Fidelity then orients you in relationship
15
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to your husband or wife, if God subsequently gives the gift of
marriage. God made sex, defines sex, evaluates sex—just as he
made communication, food, family, work, money, health, and
every other good thing. In his design, the man and the woman
went unclothed and celebrated a unity that was frankly physical.
The blessing “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen. 1:22, 28) would
be realized by knowing one another “in the biblical sense,” as
sex used to be whimsically described. Passing this vision on, a
wise father encourages his son:
Let your fountain be blessed,
and rejoice in the wife of your youth,
a lovely deer, a graceful doe.
Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight;
be intoxicated always in her love. (Prov. 5:18–19)

The Song of Solomon then sings with rhythms and images of
sensual pleasure in the union of husband and wife. The Word of
God chooses to spend whole chapters gazing in delight at male
and female anatomy. Felicity and fidelity become one flesh.
When husband and wife join in intercourse, the One who
sees in the dark sees exactly what they are doing and says, “It
is very good.” The private intimacy of marriage is public before
the God who made male and female, who made their union
good. Sexual intimacy is intended to flourish within trustworthy
fidelity. It is meant to express love in the generosity and gladness
of mutual giving. It bears fruit in children, if God gives that gift.
The “one flesh” of marriage is such a good thing that it serves
as a central metaphor for the relationship between Jesus Christ
and his people. To see sexual immoralities as wrong is not to
16
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be nervous about sexuality. Christian faith envisions sexual joy
before the eyes of the holy God. Neither immorality nor prudishness understands that.
Christian Faith Is Candid about Sexual Wrongs

The Bible discusses many forms of sexual immorality and sexual
victimization. A vision for fidelity does not drive honesty about
infidelity and betrayal underground. Prudish? Not Scripture.
Squeamish about the sordid details of human life? The biblical
authors frequently (though not always) eschew photographic
description and details when they speak of sex and sexual organs. They often model a certain delicacy of generic description.
Nonetheless, they speak openly, sometimes even graphically, of
rape, adultery, voyeurism, seduction, fornication, prostitution,
homosexuality, gender bending, bestiality, incest, and the like.
When Tamar experienced betrayal, rape, and humiliation
from her half-brother Amnon, we are not given videographic
details. But we know what was done to her. When David played
the voyeur from the palace walls, we are not given an itemized
description of what his eyes took in. But we know what he was
doing, and what he and Bathsheba subsequently did together.
To complain about the “sex and violence” in popular culture
is to complain about the glorification, mislabeling, and voyeuristic detailing of such evils. It is not the fact that these dark
human realities are on the table. The Word of God does not
stint in describing sex, violence, and sexual violence. Genesis,
Judges, 2 Samuel, and Proverbs capture sordid moments. But
God labels sin and suffering accurately. He freely speaks of the
17
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sordid—as sordid. He does not titillate us with alluring lies and
excessive pictorial detail. And God freely speaks of how alluring
the sordid can be.
For example, Proverbs 7 tells a seduction story in vivid detail. But Scripture tells such a story to warn us of the allure.
And whether the wrong is one-sided (e.g., rape) or two-sided
(e.g., consensual immorality), sexual sin always proves suicidal.
Genesis 19, Judges 19–20, and Proverbs 5–7 unpack that not
just in principle but also through stories.
Scripture teaches constructive candor—the opposite of euphemism and evasiveness. It teaches accuracy—the opposite of
titillation and brazen exhibitionism.
Christian Faith Brings Genuine Transformation

Jesus comes forgiving and changing the immoral. He bridges the
chasm between sordid and glorious. He invites us to cross over
from death to life. What was perverted can be converted. To
disagree with immorality is not simply to condemn the immoral.
It is to identify particular forms of lostness that need finding. We
worship a seeking and finding God. We have been sought out
and found by a Savior. He reproves the unruly in order to invite
us to come seek help.
Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow. (Isa. 1:18)

This same Jesus comes rescuing and protecting the victimized. He is a refuge for the afflicted. We worship a seeking and
finding rescuer, a protector of the innocent. He calls predators,
18
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liars, and betrayers to account. He comes to deliver victims from
the pain and power of what their oppressors have done.
O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted;
you will strengthen their heart; you will incline
your ear
to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed,
so that man who is of the earth may strike terror
no more. (Ps. 10:17–18)

This Christ encourages the fainthearted and holds on to
the weak.
Be strong, and let your heart take courage,
all you who wait for the Lord! (Ps. 31:24)

In sum, the Lord has a highly positive view of sex. He has a
highly negative view of immorality. And he has a deep concern
both for the consensually immoral and for the victims of the
criminally immoral. He has more mercy than we can imagine.
Of course, there are not two gospels, one for sinners and
one for sufferers! There is the one gospel of Jesus Christ, who
came to make saints of all kinds of sinner-sufferers and sufferersinners, whatever our particular configuration of defections and
distresses. The proactive sins inflamed by immoral desires are
significantly different from the reactive sins energized by fear
and self-protection. But unbelief and lovelessness characterize all of us, however vast the differences in how we express
them. Similarly, the temptations that come by allure are significantly different from the temptations that come by affliction.
But this world misleads and bedevils all of us, however vast the
19
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differences in what people face. So all of us head astray and all
of us are led astray, but the paths we take and the provocations
we face vary.
Jesus comes for each and all. So the dynamic by which the
sexually immoral and the sexually victimized are transformed
has a core similarity, though his work unfolds by many different
ministry routes. Grace is not a panacea, a single message prescribed for whatever ails you. Christ comes bringing a myriad
of specific remedies that address specific persons, struggles, and
troubles. He always embodies steadfast love—and all that Exodus 34:6–7 promises. But like his Proverbs, he admonishes the
sexually unruly, calling for a radical U-turn. Like the psalmists,
he comforts the fainthearted, offering refuge and strength. Like
a prophet, he brings justice, indicting oppressors and defending victims. Like a shepherd, he guides and protects, holding
on to the weak. He is patient with all whom he befriends. In
other words, he meets you right where you are. And he’s always
thinking about what you need to know and the next step you
need to take.
Emphases of This Book
You’ve probably already noticed or sensed something a bit unusual about my approach in writing this book. Some books are
written to help people who struggle with their immoral sexual
impulses. Other books are written for people who struggle with
the impact of sexual betrayal, molestation, and assault. But this
book will intentionally look in both directions. Sin and affliction
are different in kind. What you do and what happens to you
20
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could not be more distinct. But both intertwine in the DNA of
the human condition. A double helix of darkness twists through
all human experience.
Most books about sexual sanctification address the problem of sin, with little more than a nod to external forces that
allure or afflict. And most books about sexual victimization
are not about sanctification, giving little more than a nod to
our instinctive unbelief and our impulse to react wrongly when
we experience grave wrongs. But sanctification is about both
transgressions and afflictions, and about the continual interplay
between them. This is crucial, because it is true of both Scripture
and life.
Another reason this is crucial arises from two key paradoxes
in Christian growth. It is a decided mark of wisdom that our
sins come to afflict us, not delight us. The experience of our own
sin changes, so it becomes more like self-inflicted suffering. We
experience what we want and how we behave as living contradictions to who we truly are. And it is a decided mark of wisdom
that the sufferings that afflict us become occasions that produce
growing faith, hope, and love. The experience of our suffering
changes, so it becomes integral to how God frees us from our
sins and teaches us wisdom. All Scripture—whether history or
prophecy, psalm or proverb, Gospel or epistle—traffics in this
interplay between our choices and our circumstances. Jesus untangles both sins and miseries. So I hope you find it helpful that
I attempt to keep both in view.
You probably have not noticed something a bit more subtle
about this book. The majority of books on the struggle with
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sexual immorality are written for men. The majority of books
on the struggle with sexual victimization are written for women.
And there is a partial truth in such emphases. There often is a
disparity in the experiences of men and of women. And different pastoral priorities come into play when addressing two
different kinds of struggles. But so far in this book, except for
references to Scripture, my only use of male pronouns has been
to designate my car mechanic; my only use of female pronouns
has been to designate the artist who created our quilt. Of course,
men and women are different. (That fact does have something
to do with the topic of sex, after all!) But it is also true that sin
and suffering, like faith and love, are not rigidly sex-typed. Men
are not immune to molestation or rape; women are not immune
to becoming sexual predators or using pornography. Men and
women read the same Psalms and learn faith. Both sexes take
Galatians to heart, receiving grace and expressing the fruit of
the Spirit. The Great Commission tells us that the fundamental
dynamics of human experience in relation to Christ’s gospel
operate across every nation, tribe, tongue, and people. But we
can fail to notice that grace not only crosses cultures; it also
crosses male-female differences. Mercies touch the wanderings
and woes of every human heart.
Here’s another significant thing about this book. It does
not derive from theory. It arises from experience, my own and
others’. Christ has touched the wanderings and woes of my
heart. And my personal experience has been enriched and extended by thousands of candid conversations over more than
forty years. I have listened carefully when people have spoken
22
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openly about their stories, their struggles, and their convictions.
Most of these conversations have been with men and women
seeking help. Many of these people have been shadowed by
intrusive evils they’ve experienced. The reverberations of those
betrayals have made life hard. And many people are greatly
troubled by their erotic impulses. Their sexual desires and behavior distress them, rather than delighting and defining them.
The truth is that they have a deeper core to their identity. The
object of their sexual impulses is dissonant to who they are,
contradicting core values and convictions. I have listened, understood what they are saying and why, and sought to help.
I have also been enriched by many significant conversations
with people I love who are not seeking help. They are convinced
that their sexuality is fine the way it is. They view their erotic
desires and behavior as consistent with and even central to their
core identity, values, and convictions. I listen, understand what
they are saying and why, disagree, and still love them.
I’ve learned a great deal from firsthand life experience and
from both kinds of conversations. I hope that the fruits of that
experience bless you.
Finally, this book aims for explicit, unexpurgated righteousness. Fidelity and felicity make very good companions. I hope
that these chapters deliver a clear vision and much grace, comforting the disturbed and disturbing the comfortable. The gospel
of Jesus Christ renews us. He engages us in his work of renewing the immoral, the predatory, and the self-indulgent. And he
engages us in the work of renewing the fearful, the withdrawn,
and the overwhelmed. He is making faithful men and women.
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A theme runs throughout the book: “I am sure of this, that
he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). Notice that this sentence
is not first about finding personal assurance. It communicates
Paul’s confidence regarding God’s renewing work in other people, our brothers and sisters. Our Father has begun a process
in you and in me that he will finish when we see Jesus Christ
face-to-face. What will this lifelong process look like? How do
we get from here to there? How does degradation transform into
beauty? What’s the battle like? We’re somewhere in the middle,
but the Spirit of life has begun a good work. And God always
finishes what he begins.
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“There’s nothing more invigorating in your walk with Jesus than getting up
every morning and getting actively engaged in your own sanctification. To
partner with the Spirit of Christ in your own change, growth, and maturity
is a wonderful way of ‘making it your ambition to be pleasing to him.’
And I’m so excited that David Powlison shows the reader how to do just
this in his remarkable new book How Does Sanctification Work? I give it
a hearty thumbs-up!”
Joni Eareckson Tada, founder and CEO, Joni and Friends
International Disability Center; author, A Spectacle of Glory and
Beside Bethesda
“Every Christian leader, writer, or pastor should have David Powlison
whispering in his ear, ‘God’s Word is deep and rich . . . don’t just sit on one
paradigm—teach the full counsel of God.’ This book will do that for you.”
Paul Miller, executive director, seeJesus; author, A Praying Life and
A Loving Life
“To know David Powlison is to know a man who is growing in the sweet
fruit of sanctifying grace. To witness his ministry is to see one whom the
Lord is using to sanctify many. That is why I am so grateful for How
Does Sanctification Work? One of the most crucial areas of debate among
Christians today concerns the doctrine of sanctification. David’s is a voice
of sound, biblical wisdom in the midst of much confusion. If you are looking for a book on sanctification that is profoundly personal, biblically
balanced, and deeply relevant, then this is it.”
Heath Lambert, associate pastor, First Baptist Church of
Jacksonville; executive director, Association of Certified Biblical
Counselors; author, A Theology of Biblical Counseling and
Finally Free
“In this book, David Powlison sets out a case against simplistic statements
that sanctification can be reduced to a ‘just do this’ or ‘just believe that’
kind of process. Doing what he always does so brilliantly, he shows us how
the riches of Scripture get applied to the details of life. Personal, practical,
and bursting with fresh and important insights, here is a book to help God’s
people become more like Christ.”
Steve Midgley, executive director, Biblical Counselling UK; senior
pastor, Christ Church Cambridge
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“When I think about wise men who have shaped my life and thinking,
David Powlison consistently rises to the top. His thoughtful and incisive
insight into the human heart and what makes sanctification work is something each of us desperately needs. David recognizes that for all the conversation and writing which have taken place on the topic of sanctification,
what seems to be left out is you! David helps bring his personal story and
others’ narratives into the discussion surrounding sanctification, and in so
doing reminds us of the multifaceted way God works in people’s lives. Grab
this book today, read it and soak it in, and join David and many others in
the process of becoming more like our Savior.”
Jonathan Holmes, pastor of counseling, Parkside Church,
Uniontown, Ohio; author, The Company We Keep: In Search of
Biblical Friendship
“Sanctification is a very long word. Though many Christians would be
able to give a simple definition such as ‘growing in holiness’ or ‘becoming like Jesus,’ few have given much thought to the dynamics of how it
happens—how it works. In How Does Sanctification Work?, Powlison
helpfully identifies five ways our growth in holiness happens. The principles are grounded in Scripture and illustrated by a transparent look at
how it has ‘worked’ in his own life. And this is an encouragement for us to
see how it—no, how God’s Spirit—is at work in our lives, too.”
Timothy Witmer, professor of practical theology, Westminster
Theological Seminary; pastor, St. Stephen Reformed Church, New
Holland, Pennsylvania; author, The Shepherd Leader and The
Shepherd Leader at Home
“Sanctification is essential to fulfilling our greatest calling in life: namely,
to love God with all our hearts and love our neighbors as ourselves. David
has not only set forth the essential themes of this process but also described
many of the spiritual nuances that guide our steps through this blessed
transformation.”
Ken Sande, founder, Peacemaker Ministries and Relational
Wisdom 360

How Does Sanctification Work?.556104.int.indd 2

4/3/17 9:44 AM

“Sanctification is a life-and-death matter. What David Powlison offers in
this book is no mere how-to manual on having your quiet time. Instead,
behind this straightforward title lies an explosively powerful and practical
theology of human transformation. This book is deep enough to instruct
those who have spent their lives agonizing over how sanctification really
works, and accessible enough to guide those who have never had the question cross their minds. In short, this book will leave you fundamentally
changed for the better.”
Alasdair Groves, director of counseling, CCEF New England
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To Paul Miller—
faithful friend, wise counselor,
and mere Christian
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IN TRODUCTION

At the close of his Gospel, John stands back and considers all
that he has witnessed over a lifetime: “Now there are also many
other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books
that would be written” (John 21:25). I love the juxtaposition
of those two sentences. The fact that John left out innumerable
stories prompts a cosmic leap of insight and imagination. He has
just finished a sixteen-thousand-word book—slightly shorter
than the short book you are holding. But the whole earth could
not hold all the other books that could be written about what
Jesus did!
What would all those unwritten books say? We know with
certainty that they would contain the same kinds of things as
the book that John did write. His Gospel largely consists of
scenes selected from Jesus’s encounters and conversations with
various followers, foes, inquirers, and “undecideds.” John gives
glimpses into the life stories of different people as their lives
intersect with Jesus. We do not witness Jesus’s life story in isolation from other people. His loving actions are not a theological
abstraction. We learn of Jesus by seeing and hearing how he
11
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interacts with others. Those countless books that could be written would tell of innumerable personal encounters.
When did all these other things take place? Some stories
John left out were about encounters before Jesus ascended.
And the unwritten books would include what the Spirit did in
carrying Jesus’s work forward during the subsequent fifty years
of John’s life—things he witnessed personally, things he heard
from other people, and things he never knew happened because
they occurred outside his purview. And, no doubt, these books
would also tell all that the Lord is continuing to do ever since
John’s death. The unwritten books would include your story
and mine.
And why are there so many possible books, and why are the
books so voluminous? The world cannot contain life stories of
events more numerous than grains of sand on the seashore. The
details matter. Every person, in every circumstance, in every
moment displays never-to-be-repeated specifics. God considers them all—every careless word, every hair on your head,
every tear. What Jesus does in each of our lives works with the
particulars.
Amid this variety there are commonalities, of course. The
common denominator is Jesus Christ and how he works out
his saving, sifting, sanctifying purposes. But the variety of personal stories is as significant to God as the common themes.
The unique moments are the touch points where the Lord gets
specific. So as John writes about the Lord, the camera repeatedly zooms in, slows everything down, lingers on a snippet of
conversation, notes a situational detail. John (like all the Gospel
writers) invites us to watch Jesus interact, person by person,
12
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situation by situation. He invites us to notice how and what
Jesus notices. He lets us hear the questions Jesus asks, and how
he answers those who question him. We learn how Jesus sizes
up people. We watch how he finds the point of engagement, and
then how he enters in, reacts, helps, rattles, invites, irritates,
teaches, argues, clarifies, perplexes, saves, warns, encourages.
When Jesus crosses paths with you, he reveals you for who you
are. He precipitates decisive choices. In response to him, people
change, either making a turn for the better or taking a turn for
the worse.
Whenever a person makes a turn for the better, sanctification is happening. That five-syllable word which forms part of
the title of this book needs some defining. What are we talking
about when we ask, “How does sanctification work?” First, to
be most accurate, we are discussing progressive sanctification.
Like the word save, sanctify has a past tense, a present tense,
and future tense:
• In the past tense, your sanctification has already happened. You are a saint—an identity for which you get no
credit! God decisively acted by making you his very own
in Christ. You have been saved.
• In the present tense, your sanctification is now being
worked out. God is working throughout your life—on
a scale of days, years, and decades—to remake you into
the likeness of Jesus. You are being progressively sanctified. You are being saved.
• In the future tense, your sanctification will be perfected.
You will live. Your love will be perfected. You will see
God’s face when he decisively acts to complete his work
13
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of conforming you to the image of Jesus. You will participate in the glory of God himself. You will be saved.1

That present-tense inworking of faith and outworking of love is
the focus of this book. But we should always bear in mind that
what God is doing now in your life builds on what he has done
and leads to what he will do.
Second, the words sanctification, saint, holy, and holiness
frequently conjure up a variety of odd, hyper-spiritual images.
But these words intend to communicate earthy, practical realities. To be sanctified is to have your faith simplified, clarified,
and deepened. You need God. You know God. You love God.
You see life, God, yourself, others more truly. And to grow as a
saint is to grow in actually loving people. How other people are
doing matters increasingly to you. You care. You help.
Becoming more holy does not mean that you become ethereal, ghostly, and detached from the storms of life. It means you
are becoming a wiser human being. You are learning how to
deal well with your money, your sexuality, your job. You are
becoming a better friend and family member. When you talk,
your words communicate more good sense, more gravitas, more
joy, more reality. You are learning to pray honestly, bringing
who God really is to the reality of human need.
And to grow in holiness does not mean you now talk in
hushed tones and every third sentence quotes the Bible. It means
you live in more clear-minded hope. You know the purpose of
your life, roll up your sleeves, and get about doing what needs
doing. You are honestly thankful for good things. You honestly
face disappointment and pain, illness and dying.
14
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Sanctification, saint, holy, and holiness—they speak of daily
life. There is nothing more practical than to live with an evergrowing love, joy, and purposefulness. There is nothing more
eyes-open and helpful than to be maturing in wisdom, hope,
and faith.
These two clarifications of the language of sanctification are
meant to help us keep oriented. Clear-minded, true theology
tracks the big themes. But most of this book will come down to
street-level living. The variety, freshness, and complications of
stories are what make the Gospels, life, people, and ministry so
interesting. The details make both your life and God’s Scripture
interesting. The details matter because Jesus finds each one of
us in our particulars.
And it is noteworthy that, in finding us, Jesus never ministers
by rote. Because people and circumstances are not clones, there
is no boilerplate in his conversations, friendships, or preaching.
No distilled formula. No abstract generalizations. No “Just do
x” sorts of advice. Because situations and persons come unscripted, fluid, and unpredictable, Jesus engages each person and
situation in a personalized way. It is no truism to say that Jesus
really does meet you where you are. Always. Scripture does the
same. No boilerplate. The Holy Spirit makes words personal.
This book will revel in the variety of how Jesus Christ works
to change lives. And it will probe in order to establish the deeper
patterns that are operating within all the variations.
The chapters that follow will drill down into how growth
in grace actually works, and thus how ministry works to promote growth. I will interweave personal stories and exposition.
The Christian life can be expressed biographically or described
15
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theologically. Both have their place, and ideally they come hand
in hand—as they do in the Bible! Scripture weds stories and
interpretation, and I hope that my attempt to do likewise will
prove faithful to the message and the method of Scripture, and
helpful to you.2

16
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GOD MEETS US W ITH
HIS PROMISES

Let me begin by telling a story about events so familiar as to
seem unremarkable. Yet it mirrors the experience of innumerable Christians who find the Word of God coming to life. Like
making a Skype connection, or like an antibiotic healing bronchitis, the apparently mundane appears almost miraculous when
you think about it.

In the Bleak Midwinter
This morning my wife, Nan, and I were each feeling mildly
overwhelmed by the pressures of life. The family had succumbed to various combinations of flu, bronchitis, pneumonia,
and head colds over Christmas. A week later, both of us still
felt half-sick and weary. On top of this, we were pressed by a
weight of concern for an elderly loved one battling intractable,
17
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deteriorating health problems. Nan faced a swarm of decisions
and projects arising from a kitchen renovation, and I was deep
in snowdrifts of overdue grading, correspondence, and writing
projects. The net effect? We were both beset with that most
endemic of human disorders: a nameless mash compounded of
stress, distraction, preoccupation with responsibilities, ambient anxiety, incipient irritability, and complaint. Neither of us
entered the day as a flourishing garden of love, joy, peace, or
patience.
We needed sanctifying this morning—as we do every morning. And God met us with gifts of his Word and Spirit. He refreshed us, giving us what we needed. How? What brought
renewal? We happened to be reading a passage from the farther
reaches of Deuteronomy:
[The Lord] found [Jacob] in a desert land,
and in the howling waste of the wilderness;
he encircled him, he cared for him,
he kept him as the apple of his eye.
Like an eagle that stirs up its nest,
that flutters over its young,
spreading out its wings, catching them,
bearing them on its pinions,
the Lord alone guided him. (Deut. 32:10–12)

What happened? The Lord wrote these words on our hearts,
as he promises he will do (Jer. 31:33). Here in a suburb of Philadelphia, on an early January day, the Holy Spirit took hold
of things written down long ago. He clarified our minds, reawakened our faith, and animated our obedience. What hap18
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pened pointedly illustrates how these words in Deuteronomy
were “written down for our instruction” (1 Cor. 10:11; see also
Rom. 15:4).
Nan picked up on the first half of the passage. She put her
immediate response this way: “When you feel like a castaway
who needs to be found and rescued, to be treated as ‘the apple of
his eye’ means the world to me. The Lord encircles me. The Lord
cares. The Lord watches over me. I’m not alone.” She perked up.
Her prayers and plans for the day came to life. She made good
choices through her day.
My response was similar—but, no surprise, with a nuance
of difference. The image of God’s people trekking through the
desert resonated both metaphorically and literally. It connected
a vivid image—“the howling waste of the wilderness”—to my
sense of living amid a swarm of pressures. And it evoked significant memories of hiking through California’s Anza-Borrego
Desert in 115-degree heat during the 1980s. Similarly, the
image of being encircled with protective care, like an eagle fluttering over its nest, resonated with me. I’ve seen ospreys do
that. The Lord encircles, hovers over, and carries his beloved
people—and I am one of his. Troubles, temptations, and our
God came together. Like Nan, I went into my day with a clearer
sense of purpose, a more focused mind, and more attentiveness
to others.
That day, in a small way, the Lord changed how we lived.
Each of us, and both of us together, found what we needed. He
comforted our hearts and established each of us in today’s version of “every good work and word” (2 Thess. 2:16–17). We
needed sanctifying; the Spirit sanctified us.
19
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How Many Are His Ways
It was a textbook example of the innumerable ways God speaks
and works. The words he used this time to meet us in our need
surprised us. I’d never been struck by this particular passage.
Though I’d no doubt read it many times, it formed no part
of my conscious Bible knowledge. These particular promises
and metaphors had never “popped” for either of us. Were there
thematic similarities with how God’s hand, Scripture, and life
experience intersected on other days? Certainly. But this was a
fresh encounter on a new day.
I am convinced that our understanding of the process of the
Christian life is greatly enriched by considering multiple mundane examples, both in Scripture and in our lives. The pages that
follow will look from many angles at how God changes people.
The actual unfolding of progressive sanctification is no theoretical topic. One interesting characteristic is that all Christians
already have at least some firsthand experience. Every Christian
can say of some person, passage, or event that God used, “This
was key in helping me when I was struggling with that in those
circumstances.” The stories are indeed varied!1
But firsthand experience also presents a danger. It is tempting
to extrapolate a general rule from your own experience: “This
must be the key for everyone.” Both Scripture and personal
testimony teach us that there is no single formula for the kinds
of problems that call for sanctification. There’s no one-size-fitsall goal. No sound bite captures the range of truths that shape
change. There’s no one blueprint for the constructive influence
of other people. There is no single formula for how God weaves
together the turns of events, the intricacy and beauty of his
20
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creation, the rich portrayals of life in literature and the arts—
all things.
Multiple stories help us realize that not everyone is like us.
Are there common denominators? Yes. But to become a general
rule, the underlying patterns must be of the sort that adapt well
and flexibly to a multiplicity of cases. I will seek to do justice
to both the variety and the commonality of factors God uses in
our sanctification.

21

How Does Sanctification Work?.556104.int.indd 21

4/3/17 9:44 AM

