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Feminine Threads – Study/Discussion Questions 
 

Preface 
1. In what way does the very nature of Christianity give value to the study of history? 
2. What are the methodology and presuppositions of the feminist historians? 
3. What standards should be used in evaluating women in Christian history? 
4. What limitations are there in studying women in Christian history? 

 
1 – The New Testament Era: One in Christ Jesus 
 The New Testament provides both a historical record of women in the life of Jesus and 
 the early church as well as instructions in the roles of women. 

1. Mary, the mother of Jesus is certainly blessed among women, as the angel Gabriel said.  
a. What evidence is there that Mary was particularly suited to be the Mother of 

Jesus? 
b. What evidence is there that Mary sometimes misunderstood the time and purpose 

of Jesus’ ministry? 
c. What are some evidences of Mary’s faith? 

2. Compare and contrast the Mary Magdalene of Scripture and legend. 
3. What role did women have in Jesus’ ministry? 
4. What roles did women play in the earliest church? 
5. In Romans 16 Paul addresses at least 9 women in the church at Rome.  What can these 

women tell us about women in the earliest church? 
6. How was Paul’s attitude to singleness revolutionary in its day? 
7. What was the basis of Paul’s saying a woman was to be under her husband’s authority? 
8. How do the “household tables” in the New Testament compare with the Graeco-Roman 

household management manuals? 
9. How would you summarize New Testament teachings and roles of women in the Church? 
10. How can the equality of men and women described in Galatians 3:28 be reconciled with 

other Scriptures, such as I Timothy 2? 
 

2 – Christian Women in the Early Church: A Good Testimony through Faith 
1. How had Jesus prepared his followers for inevitable persecution? 
2. What does the word “martyr” mean in the original Greek? 
3. How did persecution strengthen the early church, so much so that Tertullian could say, 

“the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.”? 
4. Two notable early female martyrs were Blandina and Perpetua.  Compare and contrast 

their martyrdoms. 
5. What theological beliefs are evidenced in Perpetua’s account of her suffering?  What 

Scriptures were important to her perspective? 
6. What evidence is there that Christianity had reached the imperial aristocracy? 
7. The Epistle to Diognetus described the living testimony of Christians in the early church. 

How does this testimony compare with the Christian witness in the world today? 
8. How were Christian attitudes to marriage and the family distinct from the pagan society?  

How would these distinctives affect women? 
9. In what ways might Christian women be the “gateway” into pagan families? 
10. What was unique about Christianity’s attitude to widows and virgins? 
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11. How would Paul’s warnings to Timothy in I Timothy 4:3 and II Timothy 3:12-17; 4:3-5 
militate against the growing asceticism in the church? 

12. What is Gnosticism, and how have feminists used Gnostic writings to re-interpret 
women’s roles in the early church? 

13. Which women in the early church would you choose to best exemplify Hebrews 11:39 
(“though commended through their faith, did not receive what was  promised, since God 
had provided something better for us…”)? 

 
Chapter 3 – Christian Women in Late Antiquity: Reverent in Behavior 

1. How did laws concerning women change once Christianity was legal and then the official 
religion of the Roman Empire? 

2. Helena and Egeria were two early pilgrims to the Holy Land.  What did Helena do in the 
Holy Land?  What did Egeria’s journal of her travels reveal about the knowledge of the 
Scriptures in her day? 

3. Read I Peter 3:1-2 and explain how Monica exemplified that Scripture in her own life. 
4. List 5-6 main characteristics of the monastic life.  How well are the presuppositions of 

monastic life supported by Scriptures? 
5. Several wealthy Roman women of the fourth century used their wealth and position for 

Christian causes.  Describe the contributions of Macrina the Younger, Marcella, Paula, 
and Melania. 

6. Beginning in the second century the history of Mary, the mother of Jesus, began to be 
embellished.  What were some of the accretions to the historical narrative?  What does it 
reveal about the church that such stories began to be accepted as true? 

7. How does the fourth century preacher Chrysostom portray marriage in his sermon on 
Ephesians 5? 

8. How might Titus 2:3 (“reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine.  They 
are to teach what is good…”) be an apt description for leading Christian women in late 
antiquity? 

 
4 – Christian Women in the Early Middle Ages: Vessels of Gold and Silver 

1. How did queens of the Franks and Anglo-Saxon kingdoms use their positions to spread 
the Christian faith? 

2. What were the functions and responsibilities of an abbess?  What evidences are there that 
an abbes had both spiritual and political authority? 

3. Monasticism in England and the Continent became an educational institution. Give 
examples of the educational fruits of the monasteries under Abbesses Hilda and Leoba. 

4. What lessons was Dhuoda most interested in teaching her son in her Manual?  What 
teaching devices does she use? 

5. What were some of the “firsts” the playwright Hrotsvit had associated with her?  What 
was a prominent theme in her work? Why do you think this would be an important theme 
during the time she wrote? 

6. How did the enforced celibacy of the priests affect the position and attitude towards 
women? 

7. As Aristotelian and scholastic philosophy became prominent, how did they affect the 
attitudes towards women, their abilities, and their position in society? 
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8. How could you use the descriptions in II Timothy 2:20 (“Now in a great house there are 
not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, 
some for dishonorable.”) to classify some of the women of the early Middle Ages? 

 
5  - Christian Women in the Late Middle Ages: Well Reported for Good Works 

1. How did the character of women’s ministries change during the later Middle Ages?  With 
what different elements of reform did women become involved? 

2. How did medieval mysticism bypass Scripture? In what ways was medieval mysticism 
similar to ancient Gnosticism? 

3. What role did women play in the Lollard movement? 
4. How did Margaret of Scotland’s relationship with her husband exemplify I Peter 3:1-6? 
5. How did Elizabeth of Hungary use her wealth in the service of others? 
6. Contrast medieval scholasticism’s and medieval mysticism’s attitudes towards women. 
7. How did Hildegard of Bingen, Catherine of Siena, and Joan of Arc gain such political 

influence, even though they were women? 
8. In what ways was the thinking of Julian of Norwich molded more by her personal 

experiences than Scripture? 
9. Though there were women of influence during the later middle ages, how were women 

often denigrated during this period? 
10. Which women during the late Middle Ages would best exemplify I Timothy 5:10 (“and 

having a reputation for good works, if she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, 
has washed the feet of the saints has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to 
every good work.”)? 

 
6 – Women in the Early Protestant Reformation: Loving Their Husbands an Children 

1. Discuss in some detail the Reformation’s effect on attitudes to marriage and the position 
of women.  How did these changes from the medieval perspective reflect the 
Reformation’s emphasis on the Scriptures? 

2. Katie and Martin Luther together became important exemplars of Christian marriage.  
Why would they at first be thought to be an unlikely pair?  How did their marriage affect 
each of them? 

3. How do the differing medieval and Reformation views of marriage reflect different ideals 
of the Christian life and Christianity itself? 

4. In what ways did Anna Bullinger, Anna Zwingli, and Idellette Calvin, all wives of 
prominent Reformers, each exemplify the virtues of a Biblical woman? 

5. Why were Anabaptists persecuted by Catholics and Reformers alike? 
6. What reason did Argula von Grunbach give for speaking out against errors in the 

University and her community, given Scriptures’ admonition against women speaking in 
the churches? 

7. Several women of the Reformation era ministered to others through their writings.  What 
were distinctive features of the following women writers: Katherine Zell, Marie Dentiere, 
Marguerite of Navarre, Charlotte du Plessis de Mornay? 

8. Compare Margueite of Navarre’s Christian witness and influence with that of Margaret of 
Scotland centuries earlier.  How did each influence her husband and kingdom? 

9. What difficulties did Jeane d’Albert have in living out her Christian faith? 
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10.   Which women during this period might best exemplify Titus 2:3-4 (“And so train the 
young women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at 
home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 
reviled.”)? 

 
7 – The Counter-Reformation and the Reformation in England: The Household of Faith 

1. Teresa of Avila is one of three women considered a “Doctor of the Church” by the 
Roman Catholics. What were the stages Teresa described in her spiritual communion 
with God? 

2. How would the beliefs and biases of women of the Reformation compare /contrast with 
Teresa of Avila and the Catholic mystics? 

3. Humanists such as Erasmus and Sir Thomas More believed companionship was an 
important function of marriage.  Why did the Council of Trent repudiate that position? 

4. Anne Boleyn has often been portrayed as a woman with loose morals interested only in 
advancing herself, yet there is evidence that Anne had serious evangelical beliefs and was 
interested n bringing a reformation to England.  Based on the evidence, how would you 
evaluate Anne as a Christian? 

5. Henry VIII’s first and last queens were named Catherine.  Compare the two Catherines 
and the influence of their Christian faith. 

6. Anne Askew’s biographer compared Anne to the earlier Christian martyr Blandina.  How 
are the two martyrs similar? 

7. Review Katherine Parr’s faith and how it demonstrated itself in her life.  What 
Scripture(s) might be used to characterize her as a Christian woman? 

8. Describe the Christian mothering influence of Katherine Parr on Elizabeth Tudor and 
Jane Grey. 

9. Which women during this period best exemplify Galatians 6:10 (“So then, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household 
of faith.”)? 

 
8 – Heiresses of the Reformation: Joint Heirs with Christ 

1. The Puritans had a very different idea of marriage and the family than that held in the 
medieval period. What were some new emphases in the Puritan teaching?  How would 
this be reflected in attitudes towards and treatment of women? 

2. What were some common themes of the mother’s advice books written by Christian 
mothers during this period?  How do these 18th advice manuals compare with that written 
by Dhuoda in the 9th century? 

3. Several Christian women of the period have “firsts” to their honor – the first 
Englishwoman to receive recognition as a poet, first autobiography written by an 
Englishwoman, the first native American Christian woman, and the first English poet in 
America.  Who were the women “first” in these fields, and how was their Christian faith 
evident in their lives and works? 

4. How did Mary Love and Lucy Hutchinson each support and encourage their husbands in 
their lives and work? 

5. The Salem witchcraft trials are often seen as being typical of  the supposed bigoted, 
misanthropic Puritans.  However, how can the Salem witchcraft hysteria better be seen as 
an example of the Puritans departing from rather than following their beliefs? 
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6. Ann Hutchinson is often erroneously portrayed as a proto-feminist.  What was Anne’s 
real problem with the government of Massachusetts?  What theological issues were at 
stake in her trial and expulsion from the colony? 

7. The Society of Friends o Quakers do not have ordained ministers, and women often 
preach in their meetings.  What Quaker beliefs would encourage women in their 
preaching activities? 

8. Cotton Mather’s Ornaments for the Daughters of Zion was a manual for Christian women 
for each stage of their lives.  Why did Mather believe women were more responsive to 
the Christian faith? What did Mather believe was the most important element of a 
virtuous woman? 

9. Which women of this period would best exemplify Romans 8:17 (“…and if children, then 
heirs – hers of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him.”)? 

 
9 – Reform and Revival:  Renewed Day by Day 

1. In some places and at different times of history, the intellect and ability of women have 
been denigrated.  However, wherever Christianity has gone, it has encouraged the 
education of girls and women.  Anna Marie van Schurman laid out a case in some detail 
for the education of women (i.e. they not only could but should be educated!)  What were 
some points in Miss van Schurman’s arguments? 

2. Madame de Guyon’s life and writings have influenced men such as Adoniram Judson, 
John Wesley, Charles Spurgeon, and continue to be read today.  What important lessons 
did Madame de Guyon learn in her sufferings?  In what ways do some of her writings 
conflict with Scripture?   

3. The Moravians separated the sexes and developed a separate women’s ministry in their 
community.  Name two leaders in the Moravian women’s ministry and describe their 
activities. 

4. Susanna Wesley has often been held up as an example of a godly, Christian wife and 
mother.  What lessons can a Christian woman of today learn from her?  What guidelines 
did she follow in training and educating her children? 

5. The Countess of Huntington used her wealth to further the Gospel in a number of ways.  
How was her influence greater than if she had actually become a preacher?  In what ways 
did the Countess demonstrate her doctrinal convictions? 

6. Hannah Moore had definite opinions on education for women.  What were some of her 
main concerns? Why did she believe history was so important in education? 

7. Jonathan Edwards described his marriage with Sarah as an “uncommon union.” Why 
would that be a good description of their marriage? 

8. Read the sample of Phillis Wheatley’s poetry and discuss what elements of her Christian 
faith are revealed there. 

9. What effects generally did the Great Awakening have on women? 
10. Which women during this revival period might best exemplify II Corinthians 4:16 (“So 

we do not lose heart.  Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day.”)? 

 
10 – A Benevolent Society: Abounding in the World of the Lord 

1. Why has the 19th century sometimes been called the “Women’s Century”? 
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2. Though women’s legal rights were often limited and women did not have the right to 
vote, Christian women were able to influence their world in important ways. Without 
government support they formed voluntary societies for benevolence and reform?  What 
were some important areas of life changed by the work of Christian women during this 
era? 

3. What did Elizabeth Fry believe was essential for a real reformation of the lives of 
prisoners? 

4. How did Florence Nightingale’s Christian faith influence and form her understanding of 
nursing as a calling? 

5. What was the origin and original purpose of the Sunday School?  Why were some 
ministers opposed to the Sunday Schools? 

6. Describe Mary Lyon’s views on women’s education.  How did they compare with 
Hannah Moore’s? 

7. How did Charles Finney transform the concept of evangelism?  How did his new 
methods impact women? 

8. Hannah Marshman, Ann H. Judson, and Harriet Newell were the first women to go out as 
missionaries form England and America.  What examples did they set for later 
missionaries to follow? 

9. What important influence would women have in the mission field besides verbally 
teaching the Gospel? 

10. In what ways did women’s missionary organizations not only support foreign missions 
but also encourage women at home in their Christian faith? 

11. To what extent might II Corinthians 15:58 (“…be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”) 
be an apt description of Christian women during this period? 

 
11 – Victorian Christian Women: Keepers at Home 

1. What was Queen Victoria’s attitude towards the women’s rights movement?  How could 
she reconcile these views with her position as queen with such an attitude? 

2. How would the changing economy and growing industrialization affect women’s roles?  
Would this make the Christian teaching on women’s positions culturally irrelevant? 

3. Sarah Josepha Hale had a distinct concept of the Biblical role of women and the 
beneficial influence Christianity had o the position of women.  What was Mrs. Hale’s 
understanding of the Christian woman’s position, and how did she disseminate her ideas? 

4. How did Alexis de Tocqueville describe the different understanding of the sexes between 
America and Europe in the 19th century? Do you think his assessment was valid?  Is it 
valid today? 

5. What common themes can you discern in the Christian writings of Elizabeth Prentiss, 
Fanny Crosby, Francis Havergal, Elizabeth browning and Christina Rossetti? 

6. Describe the female educational theories of Catherine Beecher and her sister Harriet 
Beecher Stowe.  To what degree were they shaped by Scripture?  To what degree were 
they shaped by their own culture? 

7. Women in the Wesleyan and Holiness movements, such as Phoebe Palmer, Amanda 
Smith, Hannah W. Smith, Catherine Booth, often became leaders in their denominations.  
How would their views of women in ministry compare with those of the 19th century 
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Presbyterian D.L. Dabney? How did differing theology and views of Scripture shape their 
practice? 

8. How might Titus 2:5 (“self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, submissive to their 
own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.”) be an apt description of the 
ideal woman during the Victorian period? 

 
12 – At the End of Two Millennia Christian Women professing Godliness 

1. How did the Industrial Revolution weaken the centrality of the home in most people’s 
lives? 

2. What varying attitudes did early leaders of the women’s rights movements have towards 
Scripture?  Especially compare and contrast Elizabeth Stanton and Frances Willard in 
their work in the women’s movement and in their attitude towards Scripture. 

3. How did the American Civil War affect the position and/or opportunities of woman in 
America? 

4. In  what ways did Helen B. Montgomery encourage Christian women and women’s 
ministry? 

5. How might Pandita Ramabai be seen as an example of the fruits of missionary work in 
foreign lands and of the transforming power of the Christian Gospel? 

6. Discuss the 3 waves of feminism.  What were the main goals and participants in each 
wave?  Was there a Christian influence in these waves?  How did the various women of 
feminism influence in the Christian church and position of women in the church? 

7. How has the feminist movement transformed education, theology, language and concepts 
of what it is to be male and female? How do these feminist positions and changes  
compare with the teachings of Scripture? 

8. Aimee Semple MacPherson was certainly a flamboyant personality. In what ways were 
her sense of entertainment and media forerunners of later Christian ministries?  To what 
extent did her life and work follow Christ and His Word? 

9. Some more recent Christian women discussed include Henrietta Mears, Audrey Johnson, 
Lettie Cowman, Ruth Graham, Edith Schaeffer, Corrie Ten Boom, Elizabeth Elliot, 
Catherine Marshall, and Joni. Tada.  Examine their lives and then review two millennia 
of women in Christian history.  Who were some women whose lives across the centuries 
are in some way parallel to the life and works of these more contemporary women? 

10. Which women in recent Christian history most exemplify the woman described in I 
Timothy 2:10, professing godliness with good works? 

11. What various roles and positions have Christian women had in history? What are some 
recurring themes found in the lives of Christian women throughout the tapestry of 
Christian history? 

 
 


