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Foreword to the Bethesda Series

Several years ago I told the pastors of our church that I was going to stop 
teaching adult Sunday School in order to teach our daughter Kim. Kim was 
twenty-three, but because of her multiple disabilities she hadn’t been taught 
the Bible consistently at her level. We had tried inclusion in regular Sunday 
School but that didn’t meet Kim’s needs. So I gathered a couple of Kim’s 
friends, and found a room where I began to teach Kim and her friends the 
Bible. I was immediately struck by how “dumbed down” the available curricu-
lum was for adults with intellectual disabilities. It touched lightly on Scripture 
and had little depth. In my desperation to find material, we spent a year just 
looking at Rembrandt’s sketches of the Bible! After several years, our friend 
Arlene Helfrich and later my wife Jill took over the class.

The Bethesda Series curriculum was Jill’s idea. She saw the same need for 
a robust Bible curriculum. She wanted to create a complete Bible curriculum 
that involved real Bible study. She wanted it to use interactive questions and 
to be engaging for the students. She didn’t just write the curriculum, she also 
taught every lesson to make sure it “worked.”

Jill loved the interactive style and the story focus of seeJesus’ Person of Jesus 
study so she thought the material would be ideal to adapt for young adults 
with disabilities. When Jill started teaching in September 2009, it was rough 
going. We quickly discovered why there isn’t a lot of curriculum for adults with 
disabilities. Simultaneously teaching students who are on many different levels 
and have many different learning styles is challenging. By January Jill told me, 
“This isn’t working. I’m thinking about quitting.” Then I realized that I had not 
prayed for Jill. I began to pray for her daily and within a couple of weeks she 
got her “voice” and now she has written the draft of six complete courses.

Why do we call it the Bethesda Series? Jesus healed a lame man who 
had gathered with other adults with disabilities at the Pool of Bethesda. Joni 
Eareckson Tada described how overwhelming it was to visit the pool with 
her husband Ken. Jill had a similar experience when we visited the Pool of 
Bethesda in 2011. Bethesda in Hebrew means “house of covenant love.” 
Covenant love doesn’t break. It binds itself to the object of its love and deter-
mines to love no matter what. That is God’s love for us, and it is to be our love 
for one another.

The lame man at the Pool of Bethesda was frustrated that he couldn’t get 
into the water in time. Our Bethesda Series logo, with its image of a splash of 
water, captures the healing hope of Jesus. Because of Jesus, we make it into the 
pool, the river of grace. If you look closely at the “splash” in the logo, you can 
see several figures going into the water.

Make sure you watch the sample lesson (available on www.seejesus.net 
Bethesda page) of Jill teaching The Parable of the Two Debtors from Luke 7.
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If you download the sample lesson, you can follow along while Jill teaches it. 
You will experience not only her love for the kids and the gospel, but also our 
interactive teaching style.

Paul E. Miller
Author of A Praying Life
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Introduction to Bethesda Series

I love Kim. I love people like Kim. When I am around people that others see as 
“disabled,” I see “abled.” One of those abilities is relentless faith.

Kim is the fourth of our six kids. Paul and I are both teachers, and we tried 
to teach all six kids the Bible. We sent them to Christian schools. Paul was the 
principal of a Christian school, but Kim was frequently left out. She wasn’t able 
to go to a Christian school because of her multiple challenges. She was able to 
keep up in Sunday School up to first grade, and then got frustrated with all the 
scissors, play groups, and interaction with the other kids and teachers. I stayed 
with Kim for about twenty years during the Sunday School hour. I got frus-
trated because “this little light” was being hidden under a bushel.

I believe all of us can learn. We are made in the image of God, and God 
is limitless. I don’t believe in ceilings where people stop learning. With this in 
mind, I looked at curriculum for Kim and her friends. The material I reviewed 
looked too simple. Good teachers expose students to concepts that they 
may never understand. Exposure is important to lifelong learning! I remember 
being taught trigonometry and thinking, “What in the world is this man trying 
to teach me!”

But that didn’t stop him from exposing me to the information and giving 
me an opportunity to “grab” what I could. This is what I have tried to do with 
the Bethesda Series. I want to give Kim and her friends the opportunity to learn 
God’s Word, the Bible. I want them to have the opportunity to discover. I want 
them to experience Jesus, to know at a new level his amazing love for them!

I looked at the Person of Jesus study and thought to myself, “Just start with 
this.” As the weeks went by, Jesus took over the lessons. He truly gave me the 
ideas. When I reread the lessons I’d think, “This was not my idea.” Jesus’ heart is 
where the weak are, and I saw his heart revealed as I sat down to adapt these 
lessons.

Courtney, our oldest daughter, gave me a copy of the Bible with all the 
stories in the Gospels that had anything to do with disabilities cut out with 
an exact-o knife. Many pages were almost completely cut away. The Gospels 
weren’t the Gospels without those stories. Could it be that the church isn’t 
the church when people with disabilities are “cut out”? Every week my friends 
in the class teach me. I learn from them! I need their faith and warm honesty. 
My hope is that the beauty of Jesus will be seen through “the least of these”!

“As your words are taught, they give light; even the simple can understand 
them,” Psalm 119:130. 

Many blessings!
Jill A. Miller
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Quick Start Guide

SUMMARY
The Quick Start Guide will: 

1. Show you how the manual works.
2. Help you solve problems in using interactive study.
3. Help you enter the world of people with disabilities.

Contents of Quick Start Guide:
1. Summary of each lesson.
2. How to prepare.
3. Entering the world of disability.
4. Strategies to teach people who have disability.
5. Videos of Jill Miller giving instructions on how to teach.
6. “With-it-ness.”
7. Sections of the lesson.
8. Frequently Asked Questions.
9. How to Teach the Bethesda Series.

1. SUMMARY OF EACH LESSON:
Each lesson (except for introductory lesson) includes:

1. Review the Story.
2. Experience the Story.
3. Understand the Story.
4. What about me?
5. Close in prayer.

2. HOW TO PREPARE TO TEACH
1. Read the lesson at least three times.
2. Notice that the questions are in bold, pink font. Possible answers or what you are look-

ing for are in (black font) in parentheses following the question. Comments for the teacher 
are in black italics and “Teacher talk” is in pink, non-italics.

3. Think about how the lesson applies to your own life.
4. Think about how this can apply to the students you know who will be attending the study.
5. Pray…pray…pray. Write out a prayer card for each student in your class. Begin praying for 

them daily.
6. Write the Scripture on the flip chart prior to the class using the same color scheme as in 

the Student Manual.
7. Make sure you have the prop for the lesson, if you didn’t purchase the seeJesus props. 
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Keep all the props in a container and take them each week to class. You will need them for 
review to reinforce the concepts from previous lessons.

3. ENTERING THE WORLD OF DISABILITY
1. Don’t be afraid as you enter this amazing world. Follow Jesus’ pattern of looking, feeling 

compassion and then acting.
2. As you enter this world you will discover :

 � There are many abilities amidst the disabilities.
 � We all have some sort of disability.
 � We all learn from one another.
 � Most of us are not comfortable, in the beginning, with people who are affected by dis-

ability, but this uncomfortable feeling will fade away into an excited anticipation as you 
meet each week with people who are differently enabled.

 � We all love fun. We believe you will be experiencing one of the secrets to the benefits 
of the Kingdom of Heaven.

4. STRATEGIES TO TEACH PEOPLE WHO HAVE DISABILITY
1. Make your words visual by drawing the scenes on poster paper when possible. Use differ-

ent colors in your drawings. 
 � The drawings in each lesson are deliberately amateurish and simple, so you see that 

you can do the same. Label the drawings as you teach. (This does provide amusement 
for the class!)

 � In the drawings, use the same colors for the characters throughout the lesson…and if 
the lesson runs into the following week/weeks, maintain the same colors.

2. The props are visualizations of the lessons to promote the students’ learning and 
remembering.

3. Review the highlights of the previous lesson(s).
 � You and your students benefit from review; with all the craziness of life, many of us forget 

previous lessons taught.
 � Review every week using the props and poster drawings from previous lessons.
 � At times, pull out props not just from the previous lesson, but many lessons back.
 � Review times are great to see how everyone in the study is applying the lessons in 

their daily life. 
 � Review also gives focus to what we have learned and inspires us to change through the 

power of Jesus in our lives.
4. Reading the Scripture.

 � When reading, have the students who are comfortable read aloud. Adapt for slower 
readers by assisting them and/or giving them shorter portions to read. 

 � The verses are in different colors to help the students find where they, or others, are in 
the passage.

5. Role-play:
 � Use different colored scarves or shawls to wear over the head or around the shoulders 

for a quick costume to play the assigned roles.

10
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 � The teacher will also be a narrator and support the students in their roles.
 � The students will act out the characters in the story using some of the dialogue. The 

teacher will prompt them to speak. 
 � Keep the play quick and easy (this isn’t Broadway!).
 �  The focus of the play is to get the class familiar with the characters and the plot.

6. Personalize stories throughout lesson. 
 � All of us enjoy hearing stories about other people, especially when we can relate to 

them. So as you teach try to think of a story from your own life and tell it to the class. 
 � Here is an example from Jill Miller’s life: “In lesson 4, we talk about how it takes time to 

love. My mother is 85 and moves v e r y   s  l  o  w  l  y.  I try to allow extra time for mom’s 
pace but sometimes I schedule just too much to do. One time I knew I had to hurry up with 
mom, so instead of using her walker I used a wheelchair to get her to my car. As I was push-
ing mom in the chair, a nurse came up to me and asked me to slow down because I was a 
hazard for the other patients who were walking in the hallways. Oh my!”

7. Questions can be difficult for people with disability:
 � Turn the question into a statement; it makes it simpler to understand.

Example:  Who did Jesus touch in the coffin? 
Change to: Tell me who Jesus touched in the coffin.

8. Turn questions into multiple-choice. Some students may have a problem expressing their 
answers. They know the answer but it is “stuck”; how frustrating is that! To help them, turn 
the question into multiple choice.

 � For example:  
Tell me who Jesus touched in the coffin.

 � Was it his mother?
 � Was it a person from the community?
 � Was it a woman’s son?

5. VIDEOS OF JILL MILLER GIVING INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO TEACH
 � Jill Miller was videotaped teaching Unit 1, Lesson 7. The video is available at  

www.seeJesus.net/Bethesda along with the pages for that lesson.
 � On our resource page are short clips of Jill demonstrating key sections of a lesson. Please 

review these if you have any questions or need additional help in preparing for a lesson. 

6. “WITH-IT-NESS”
This is so important for all teaching. “With-it-ness” is being aware of your students, in tune with 
them as a group. As soon as you see someone who is not engaged in the lesson, you begin pray-
ing quietly, asking God to show you how to engage them. 

 � By looking at your audience you will know if they are “getting” the lesson.
 � Keep the lessons moving, upbeat.
 � Ask questions during the lesson to make sure all the students are with you.
 � If a student isn’t understanding what you are saying, re-phrase what you are teaching,
 � Try to make what you are saying visual.

11
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Jill’s Personal Illustration: “At one point a student who was affected with autism really needed 
to be more engaged in the lesson, so I gave him the bag of markers and asked him for specific 
colors as I was drawing on the poster paper.”

7. SECTIONS OF THE LESSON
1. Materials are listed by number at the beginning of each lesson.

 � Scripture Passage (have the students refer to their manuals).
 � The Scripture on the flip chart in front of the class written in same colors used in the 

student manual.
 � Different colored scarves or shawls (enough for each character in the story).
 � If using YouTube, make sure link is still active; if link is not active search for another 

appropriate link.
 � Student Manuals with the Scripture and Reminder sheet for the lesson. (It’s best if the 

teacher keeps these manuals with him/her, to avoid the students forgetting to bring 
them to class.)

 � Prop(s) for lesson. Keep all previous props in container.
2. Goals (Love, Jesus and Faith). As you teach make sure these are woven through the lesson.
3. Kim’s World:

 � This is to give a practical inside glimpse into the world of disability.
 � Kim, Jill’s daughter, has multiple disabilities, with autism being one of them. 
 � This will help you connect the lesson to the students in your class.

4. Summing it up: Each section has a brief summary at the beginning.
5. Always review from last week:

 � Use props to prompt recall of previous lessons.
 � Use drawings on poster paper from previous lessons.
 � Use this time to ask the students if they have applied the lesson.

6. Experience the story:
 � Read the Scripture passage. You should read the passage at this point in each lesson. 

 � Have the students who are comfortable read aloud one verse each until they finish 
the passage. Adapt for slower readers by assisting them and/or giving them shorter 
portions to read. 

 � Using multiple colors allows the students to follow more easily, and if they get lost 
you can help them find where they are by identifying the color of the verse.

 � Then choose two of the next four options to reinforce the primary reading of the story: 
i. Role-Play (see point #4 under Strategies).
ii. Draw the story. 

The completed drawings are inserted into the lesson at this point. You will draw as 
you teach. In your drawings, use the same colors for the characters throughout the 
lesson. If the lesson runs into the following week/weeks, maintain the same colors.

iii. Watch a YouTube video that portrays the story. 
iv. Use puppets to act out the story. There is a nice series of Bible character puppets 

from www.thepuppetstore.com/biblical_s/62.htm.
7. Understand the story:

12
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 � After you have read the story from Scripture and reinforced it with two of the above 
options, you will begin to get the students involved in the learning process by asking the 
questions written out in the manual.

 � Personalize the stories throughout each lesson by using either your own stories or the 
students’ stories. 

8. Historical Background:
 � Use photos when possible (easy to download from computers).
 � Make visual whenever possible.

9. What about me?
 � This is how you connect the lesson to the student and yourself.

10. Close in prayer:
 � Ask the students if there are any prayer requests.
 � Use a prayer journal, if desired.
 � Remember we all need God’s help to take what we learned in our heads and move it 

to our hearts.

8. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q. What

’
s the difference between the traditional The Person of Jesus manual and 

the Bethesda Series study?

The Bethesda Series covers the same topics that The Person of Jesus does, as shown in the com-
parison chart on the seeJesus website, but it is simplified. The Bethesda Series is adapted to be 
more visual and hands-on.

Q. How do I handle so many differences in abilities in one group?

This is a challenge to every teacher in every class in schools, churches or other groups, so don’t 
feel overwhelmed. It will take time to become familiar with all the abilities in your group and 
how to work with them together. Don’t be afraid to be practical, deal with unwanted behavior 
as you normally do in a typical classroom.

Author’s comment: I personally find autism to be one of the more challenging disabilities to fit 
into the class. Some of the students may need to move more, some may have behaviors you need to 
deal with. The parents or caregivers may be able to help you with specific strategies. I have found that 
having typical peers in the room brings the unwanted behavior of challenging students to a halt. For 
example, one of the students in our class would wrap the scarf around his face during the “play” and 
try to scare some of the other students. Well, one day a very pretty gal sat next to him and that scarf 
never wrapped around his face again!

Q. I

’
ve looked at a lesson plan and I

’
m still not sure how it works. 

Watch the videos of Jill demonstrating a lesson and key sections of a lesson at seejesus.net/
Bethesda.
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Q. Can I shorten or split a lesson?

Yes. You have to be in tune with the students and understand what they are retaining (or not). 

Q. How do I make the lessons hands-on?

This is done through role-playing. The skits are important and they help the students to engage 
in the lesson. Also, when you draw the lesson as you teach, the pictures will “tune in” the lesson 
for the students. All of us want teaching to matter to our daily life; this is hands-on!

Q.  What translation do you use in the studies?

NIrV (New International Readers Version.) The text is inserted into the lesson at Point 2, 
“Experience the Story.”

Q. How do I form a group?

People who have different abilities are one of the most unreached people groups in the United 
States. Many families need a “breather” and would be thrilled to have a place where their child 
is wanted and welcomed. Once you have two or three families involved, the word will spread!

Also, there are group homes around you. These are homes that have adults affected by disability 
living alongside typical people. Find these group homes in your area, visit them, invite! 

Luke 14:12-13
12 Then Jesus spoke to his host. “Suppose you give a lunch or a dinner,” he said. “Do not invite 
your friends, your brothers or sisters, or your relatives, or your rich neighbors. If you do, they 
may invite you to eat with them. So you will be paid back. 
13 “But when you give a big dinner, invite those who are poor. Also invite those who can’t walk, 
the disabled and the blind. 14 Then you will be blessed. Your guests can’t pay you back. But you 
will be paid back when those who are right with God rise from the dead.” 

Q. Do I need to purchase the props container? 

No, but it will save you a great deal of time.

Q. Should I purchase a Student Manual for each student?

Yes. We have found that the reminder sheets, included in the manual, are used, applied, and 
enjoyed by the students.

Q. What is unique about The Bethesda Series?

a. The study uses questions to get the students to think, instead of lecturing them. You’ll 
come to love seeing the lights go on as the students discover for themselves the 
insights in Scripture. Once you’ve taught with a method that elicits people’s responses, 
it’s hard to go back to doing straight lecture.

b. The study incorporates historical insights. The author taught and others reviewed the 
questions in the study for the best phrasing to help the students understand the passage. 
The questions are in a sequential order so that one question smoothly follows the next.

14
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c. The study focuses on biblical insight. The Bethesda Series study digs into the biblical text 
to find out what is really going on. 

d. By drawing on the latest discoveries in historical, biblical archaeology and our growing 
understanding of the Ancient Near Eastern world, the Bethesda Series study brings 
Scripture to life.

e. The study focuses on heart insight. The goal of each lesson is not just behavioral change 
but insight into the heart (of the student and the teacher) and how the heart drives 
behavior. 

f. The study leads the students toward “Jesus insight.” You’ll discover things about Jesus in 
the Gospels that you’ve never seen before. Many people say that they learned how to 
read the Gospels through the study. 

15
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How To Teach The Bethesda Series

MASTER THE CONTENT BY READING LOVE WALKED AMONG US 
The book will give you an overview of the material and a summary of each lesson. At the begin-
ning of each lesson and in the comparison chart on the seeJesus website, the chapter in Love 
Walked Among Us that correlates with the lesson is listed.

LEARN THE LAYOUT OF A TYPICAL LESSON

Kim’s World: is a section that gives the leader an insight into the lives of people affected by dis-
ability.

Q. Questions in bold type and pink are the heart of the material. 

Teach is a short section that you teach. Don’t linger.

Historical Background is a short teaching section that introduces historical background infor-
mation to enrich your Bible study.

Draw appears where you will need to draw out the story, a graph or just illustrate visually what 
you are talking about. 

Review is a very short teaching section usually at the beginning of a lesson that reviews the pre-
vious lesson and shows where this lesson fits in with the unit as a whole. 

Teaching Tip is a teaching idea. 

[Write their answers.] is always with the pencil icon. This means write their answers out on the 
flip chart or white board. The advantage of a flip chart is you can review previous lessons.

[Teach what they don’t say.] is an indication that there are nuances in this answer that you’ll 
likely have to teach after participants have had time to share their thoughts.

Jill’s Personal Illustration is an example to help with application.

Gospel Connection is a brief explanation of how principles of the lesson relate to the essential gos-
pel message.

What about me? Apply the lesson to your life.
The church will be transformed and the world will be captured by Jesus’ beauty not because we 
are good teachers but because we are obedient servants. If we are just communicating abstract 
principles and not struggling to obey, then we risk creating Pharisees.
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Grace and Law. The Bethesda material moves back and forth between two principle themes: 
grace and law. Law is God’s perfect standard that reflects his character. There is no better descrip-
tion of God’s perfect standard than the person of Jesus. He is what we are to become like. The 
New Testament is not shy about telling us to “copy him.” That might sound legalistic, but that is 
what the Bible says again and again: look at him. Do what he does. But we can’t. That is why we 
need grace. We need Jesus’ death for us to give us the power to change. We need his Spirit within 
us to want to be different. Only as we understand grace can we “copy him.” The best place to 
look for grace is the person of Jesus! He is grace personified. He is constantly showing people 
that they can’t do life on their own, that like the Tax Collector in his parable, they need to say, 
“God be merciful to me, a sinner.” Without grace, law is discouraging and frustrating. Without law, 
grace is just happy thoughts. We need both grace and law, faith and love. 

Every lesson has three goals:
Love: What does it look like to become like Jesus, to love like him?
Jesus: What is something beautiful about Jesus?
Faith: How does Jesus give me the power through the cross and his Spirit to love like him?

List of Props
Lesson 1 Figure of a child (i.e. Fisher Price people).
Lesson 2 Bowl and towel.
Lesson 3 A package of tissues. 
Lesson 4 Picture Exchange Communication System images. (This is included in the lesson.)
Lesson 5 Bed sheet torn into long strips (or gauze.)
Lesson 6 Palm branches.
Lesson 7 Folded white cloth.
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Lesson 1

19L e s s o n  1 :  O h  N o !  T h e y  A r e  A r g u i n g !

Oh No! They Are Arguing!

Materials:

1. Mark 9:33-37; Matthew 18:1-5 (refer to the Scripture sheet in the Student Manual).
2. Flip chart with Scripture written on it in same colors as the Student Manual sheet.
3. Different colored scarves or shawls (enough for each character in the story).
4. Reminder sheet from the Student Manual.
5. DVD of The Wizard of Oz. (You will show a short clip from it.)
6. Figure of a child (i.e. Fisher Price people). This is the prop.

Chapter 19a in Love Walked Among Us and Lesson 38a in the Person of Jesus Manual.

Goals:

Love: To love we need to empty ourselves of pride and fill up with humility.
Faith: What Jesus says is true. (Matthew 18:3)
Jesus: Jesus knows every thought and action of ours. He knows our hearts, and He still loves us 
and teaches us by his example!

Kim’s World: People affected by disability tend to think in a concrete way. So when we talk about 
not wanting to take the “best” seat or take the “first” place, this may mean to the students, the 
prettiest chair in the room or to be the first in line at the snack bar. Take time with this lesson so the 
group understands that it is a position of the heart that Jesus is really seeking.
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1. Review the Story 10 Minutes

Summing it up: Any fruits hanging off of you this week?

Q. Do you remember what our lesson was about last week? (The fruits of the Spirit.)
Show prop. 

Yes, we talked about how fruits grow on the vine.

Q. In the Bible, who is the vine? (Jesus.)
Right.

Q. Who are the branches? (Us.)

Q. Who is the gardener? (God.)
That’s good. Yes, we talked about how fruit grows off  the branches. God trims or prunes the 
branch so more fruit will grow on it. When God trims or prunes us he may remove something 
from us so the fruits of  the Spirit will grow even more. Maybe he may take away your health 
for a few weeks and that may make the fruit of  patience grow in you more. Maybe God may 
put a person in your life who is very hard to love and who would make the fruit of  love grow 
in you. God is the gardener and his job is to make you have a whole lot of  fruits hanging all 
over you!

Q. What is the fruit that God is talking about? (Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control.)

Q. How did it go this week with fruits hanging off you? (Answers will vary.)

Q. Did you have any fruits? Which ones were they? 

Let them discuss which fruit.

Q. It is hard to have these fruits? (Yes.)
We talked about how Jesus said, “You can’t do anything without me.” We can’t have love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control without Jesus 
helping us!

Jesus is always with us, helping us. Without Jesus we can do NOTHING! However, with him 
we can do everything (Phil. 4:13).

2. Experience the Story 20 Minutes

And this week we are going to look at another way Jesus loves us, even when he knows we 
have been arguing!
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Read Mark 9:33-37; Matthew 18:1-5.
Have the students who are comfortable read aloud one verse each until they finish the passage. 
Adapt for slower readers by assisting them and/or giving them shorter portions to read. 

Mark 9:33-37

33 Jesus and his disciples came to a house in Capernaum. There he asked them, “What were you 
arguing about on the road?”
34 But they kept quiet. On the way, they had argued about which one of them was the most impor-
tant person.
35 Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, “Anyone who wants 
to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.”
36 Jesus took a little child and had the child stand among them. Then he took the child in his arms. 
He said to them,
37 “Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me. And anyone who 
welcomes me also welcomes the one who sent me.”

Matthew 18:1-5

1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus. They asked him, “Then who is the most important person 
in the kingdom of heaven?”
2 Jesus called a little child over to him. He had the child stand among them.
3 Jesus said, “What I’m about to tell you is true. You need to change and become like little children. If 
you don’t, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Anyone who takes the humble position of this child is the most important in the kingdom of 
heaven.
5 “Anyone who welcomes a little child like this one in my name welcomes me.”

Choose at least two of the next four options to reinforce the primary reading of the passage. 

1. Role-play the story. 
Use different colored scarves or shawls worn over the head or around the shoulders for costumes.
For example:
Person 1: Jesus
Person 2: Little child
Person 3: Disciple #1
Person 4: Disciple #2
Person 5: Disciple #3
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2. Draw out the scene as you teach. Below is a completed drawing.

       

3.  Watch a YouTube video to help understand the story:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNb_4ffnKRs

4.  Use puppets to act out the story. There is a nice series of Bible character puppets from  
www.thepuppetstore.com/biblical_s/62.htm

3. Understand the Story 20 Minutes

Summing it up: I need to become the least important; like a small child.

As we read this story in the Bible, we need to remember that Jesus is getting closer and closer 
to going to the cross.

Q.  How do you think Jesus feels as he is getting closer to the cross? (Sad, scared.)
Nobody wants to go on a cross. It is a very shameful way to die. Jesus knows people will hate 
him and do terrible things to him. But, Jesus still wants to be a servant and obey his Father. He 
knows God wanted him to die for us so we can live forever in heaven. Because of  this, Jesus 
will become the least important.

But the disciples are not thinking about being the least important, but the most important! 
They have it all wrong, again!!!! The disciples want to be the greatest. 

Q.  What is so strange about this? (The disciples should know what Jesus means to be 
humble after being with Jesus for so long.)
Yes, they got it wrong about how to become the greatest. 
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Historical Background: Peter’s House

The house referred to here is Peter’s house. Archaeologists (people who dig in the dirt to find 
out about the past) are pretty sure that they can identify the room where this discussion took 
place. The house is very small.

Q.  How do you think the disciples thought they would become the most important 

person? (By having smart things to say, by letting everyone notice them.)

Q.  What would the greatest person look like to the disciples?

Make a chart and write down their answers on left side of chart labeled “Greatest Person.” 

Hint: ask them how a President acts.

Greatest Person Least Important Person (Humble) 
(like little children)

• They would be important
• They are wonderful.
• They are a good teacher.
• Have a lot of power
• Many, many people would come to see 

them.
• They are the center of attention.
• They have all the answers.
• They order people around.
• They have important friends.
• They would be really smart.
• They try to be right all the time.

• They ask for help.
• They trust their parents.
• They don’t worry.
• They always ask for things.
• They are not fake; they don’t pretend 

how they feel.
• They don’t worry about what other 

people think of them.
• They care when others are hurt
• They want to help.
• They copy what other people do.
• They are persistent.
• They believe what you say.
• They tell other people what they believe.

Jesus tells the disciples that they need to change.

Q.  How do they need to change? (Become like little children.)
Read Matthew 18:3.

Show prop of little child figure.

Q.  What do children do?

Write down answers on right side of chart under “Least Important Person.” 

Q.  Jesus says one thing here about children. What are they? (Humble.)
Re-read Matthew 18:4.
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24 U n i t  5 :  T h e  P a s s i o n

Q.  What does it mean to be humble? (Looking at other people and wanting them to be 
better than me at something.)
Jesus says anyone who acts like a child and is humble is the most important person in the king-
dom of  heaven.

Q.  What do you think the disciples thought about what Jesus said? (Surprised.)
Yes. Who wants to be like a little child? We are all trying to act like smart adults!

Tell your own story here about how you struggle to be humble. 

Show a clip from “The Wizard of Oz” where the wizard says, “I am the great Oz!”

Q.  Do you think the wizard thinks he is great? (Yes.)

Q.  So is the wizard proud or humble? (Proud.)

Q.  If the wizard is proud, what does it look like to be humble? (To think that other 
people are better than I am.)
Right, that’s what Jesus means to be humble. 

4. What About Me? 10 Minutes

Summing it up: The greatest in heaven is the person who takes the lowest position on earth.

It is one thing to say to Jesus, “I want to be a servant for you, I want to put others first in front 
of  myself.” But it is another thing when someone treats you like a servant and makes you feel 
like nothing! That drives me crazy! But that really shows me what is in my heart. I want to say I 
am a servant with my mouth, but my heart says that I really don’t want to be a servant.

Q.  Let

’
s say there was a pile of dishes from last night

’
s dinner with old spaghetti 

sauce on them. It was your job to wash those dishes while your brother and mom 

went clothes shopping. How would that make you feel? (Like a slave, my mom is mean. I 
would be mad. I would be jealous.)
Jesus says he came to be a servant, and we are to copy him, especially if  we don’t feel like it. 
Jesus would do the dishes. And he would do it with joy. That’s what being humble is like.

Q.  Is it hard to be humble? (Yes.)
It sure is! To remember that other people are better than yourself.

That means my husband is better than me! That means your sister is better than you!
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We talked about when we love that it costs us something. When we love we need to give 
up things that we want to keep. We may need to give up the idea of  wanting to be impor-
tant. Give up the idea of  going clothes shopping with our mother and brother when we have 
chores to do. We may need to give up the idea of  wanting to be the center of  attention. We 
may need to give up the idea of  only hanging around “cool” people. 

We need Jesus to give us a heart that is humble. Remember, Jesus said without him we can do 
NOTHING! 

Gospel Connection: Jesus wants us to be like him. He gave up everything so we could go to 
heaven when we die.

5. Close in Prayer 

Jesus, please help us to think about other people more than we think about ourselves. Help us 
to love them and serve them the way you loved and served us. Amen.
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Jill Miller is an exceptional teacher with a unique passion. She 
received a BA from Gwynedd-Mercy University in Elementary and 
Special Education, plus she earned a Master’s equivalency as a Reading 
Specialist. When her daughter, Kim, was born, Jill and her husband, Paul, 
knew that the family would face a life of challenges. Through the years 
Jill watched with frustration as Kim was frequently left out of church 
Sunday School due to her multiple challenges.

Jill believes that good teachers can expose all students to concepts 
that may take time to understand. Using different teaching strategies, 
she created this series to enable the students to fully comprehend the 
truths of the Bible. She wanted Kim and her friends to learn God’s Word, 
to discover and experience Jesus, to know at a new level his amazing love 
for them. Jill became committed to developing materials for use with 
students affected by disability and the teachers, parents, and caregivers 
who want to share the love of Jesus with them.

Through the years, Jill has started two businesses aimed at employing 
individuals affected by disability. And now, she uses her 30+ years 
of teaching experience to write and test Bible studies with groups of 
students with disabilities. Jill is a mother of six, wife of Paul Miller, 
grandmother of many, and lives with Kim and her husband on farm 
property in rural Pennsylvania.

About The Author
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About

Thank you for using this interactive Bible study!  
We hope you’ve enjoyed the experience. Here are some  
ways to learn about other studies as they come out:

• Explore seejesus.net, our website

• Subscribe to our newsletters, either print or email (or both!).  
 Contact info@seejesus.net for more information

• Follow Paul Miller on twitter (@_PaulEMiller)
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Learning to Love Like Jesus 
by Paul Miller

STUDY

Paul Miller weaves together stories of his own struggles to love with 
stories of how Jesus loves. Whether you are a Christian or not yet, 
your heart will be captured by the wonder of the person of Jesus. 
This book is based on the corresponding study, The Person of Jesus. 

How do you love without feeling trapped or used?

How do you balance honesty with compassion?

How do you love when you have problems  
of your own? 

Suitable for discipling or evangelism, The Person of Jesus study 
introduces a Christ so personal, so rich in love that participants are 
captivated heart-first. Bill, a study leader in Orlando, said, “I’ve never 
seen anything like this! I’m enjoying this study as much as a new believer!”

Whether you are looking for a study to invite friends to, or a study for your small groups at church, this is 
a great tool. Its interactive style engages all participants in a non-threatening way. Designed for first-time 
through seasoned leaders, this study offers an easy-to-use format, saturated with in-depth content. 

The Person of Jesus
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This study invites people af fected by disabi l i t ies to study and apply bibl ica l  truth to 
their l ives. Watch Jesus demonstrate his love for us on his journey to the cross—be 
transformed by this g l impse into his heart .

                       Leader’s Manual is an interactive Bible study designed with the unique 
student, and teacher or parent, in mind. The 7 lessons in this study provide flexible teaching 
plans where stories, i l lustrations, and activities help learners apply biblical truths to daily l i fe . 

THE GOSPELS WOULD NOT  BE THE GOOD NEWS…WITHOUT  
THE LOVE JESUS SHOWED TOWARD THOSE WITH DISABILITIES.

FEATURES: 

- Guided interactive approach enables all
students —  both those affected by disability
and typical peers — to discover key teachings
of the lesson for themselves.

- 7 flexible lesson plans with illustrations and
step-by-step instructions.

- Materials list includes props for role-playing
and online videos to share with students.

- Tips to help teachers: Kim’s World, Teaching
Notes, and Gospel Connection. 

- Study can be used one-on-one, or with a small group. 

- The companion, The Passion: Student Manual, 
is also available.

BENEFITS: 

- Group reading is made easy because Bible
passages are included and color-coded. 

- Students engage in the Bible passage through
roleplaying,  puppetry or videos.

- Students build heart and head knowledge of the
Bible through the interactive questions and
simple illustrations.

- The “What About Me?” section provides simple
questions designed to help students apply the
teaching to their lives.

“The Word of God should be—must 
be—access ib le to a l l , and people wi th 
inte l lectual  d isabi l i t ies , young and o ld , 
are no except ion…The Bethesda Ser ies 
i s  a must for ever yone who des i res to 
make Chr is t ’s  Gospel  access ib le to a l l .” 

—Joni Eareckson Tada, 
Joni and Friends International 
Disability Center

Jill Miller has been writing Bible studies 
and teaching students with disabilities 
for more than 30 years. She has a BA 
from Gwynedd-Mercy University with 
certificates in Elementary and Special 
Education. Mother of six, grandmother  
of many, and wife of Paul Miller, Jill lives 
with her daughter affected by disability 
and her husband in rural Pennsylvania.

Additional resources for use with this study are found at: seeJesus.net/Bethesda. If you’d like help 
leading or starting a study, contact us at info@seejesus.net.
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