


“Words can’t express how thankful I am for this curriculum. As a former middle school Bible 
teacher, I know how impossible it is to find truly gospel-centered material presented in a format 
that young people can process . . . and will find interesting at the same time. In a church youth 
culture awash with moralistic messages and frilly silliness, What’s Up? sets the standard of good 
news written for young minds. Seriously, I can’t recommend it too highly.”

Elyse Fitzpatrick, Author of Good News for Weary Women and coauthor of Give Them Grace

“What an amazing gift, What’s Up? is going to be for middle-school and junior-high ministry, 
and parents of fifth through eighth-graders. Debbie Harrell and Jack Klumpenhower have done 
an outstanding job of contextualizing the gospel of God’s grace for kids in one of the most 
vulnerable for formative seasons of life. I get excited just thinking about how this curriculum, in 
the hands of grace-loving leaders, will help disciple a new generation of gospel-equipped, Jesus-
loving students. And let me add, the teachers are going to benefit just as much as the students. 
Great job, Debbie and Jack. More, more, more!”

Dr. Scotty Ward Smith, Founding Pastor of Christ Community Church; Teacher in Residence at 
West End Community Church; author of Everyday Prayers: 365 Days to a Gospel-Centered Faith  

“Have you ever wondered how you could explain the great truths of the gospel to your children? 
What’s Up? takes you step by step with solid teaching, thoughtful questions, insights, and 
practical application—always leading you to Christ. It is a must-read for parents, teachers, young 
and old.”

Rose Marie Miller, Author of From Fear to Freedom and Nothing Is Impossible with God

“If you read Jack Klumpenhower’s book, Show Them Jesus, but didn’t think you could teach 
as well as Jack does—don’t worry. The What’s Up? curriculum and teacher’s guide give you 
everything you need to teach your middle school students the same amazing gospel lessons 
Jack presented in his book. You’ll have parents thanking you for the amazing way their kids are 
learning deep gospel truths like justification, adoption, how to recognize false repentance, and 
how to offer true forgiveness. It doesn’t matter what curriculum you are currently using with your 
middle school, put it on hold and get your kids through this material—that is what I am going to 
do at my church.”

Marty Machowski, Family Life Pastor and author of Long Story Short and Old Story New,  
The Gospel Story Bible, the Gospel Story for Kids curriculum and Prepare Him Room

“Preteens can be critics. It’s just part of how we grow at that age. Deborah and Jack know the 
best way to fight a critical spirit—a clear vision of Jesus, an honest assessment of our hearts,  
and a faithful commitment to working out the implications of the gospel in our relationships. 
What’s Up? is a clear and engaging tool for applying these truths to middle school kids.”  

Jared Kennedy, Pastor of Families, Sojourn Community Church, Louisville, KY

“I love this study! Deborah Harrell and Jack Klumpenhower have done a fine job at 
communicating gospel-saturated truth for students and have given teachers a reliable and easy-
to-use guide. What’s Up? is a helpful tool to faithfully plant and water the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in the hearts of students. If you are looking for a biblical, Christ-centered, and holistic study for 
teenagers, look no further!”

Brian H. Cosby, Author of Giving Up Gimmicks: Reclaiming Youth Ministry from an Entertainment 
Culture and Rebels Rescued: A Student’s Guide to Reformed Theology; pastor and visiting 
professor at Reformed Theological Seminary



“Congratulations to Deborah and Jack for taking on the most challenging group of all—our kids. 
In What’s Up? they attempt to teach young people both the gospel and how to live out of the 
gospel. Why wait until we get locked into a pattern of performing or pretending? Why not be 
discipled in the gospel from the beginning? That is what these creative and engaging lessons do 
and do well.”

Stephen Smallman, Assistant Pastor, New Life Presbyterian Church, Glenside, PA;  
author of The Walk-Steps for New and Renewed Followers of Jesus

“Harrell and Klumpenhower’s What’s Up? middle school curriculum beautifully lives up to its 
subtitle: Discovering the Gospel, Jesus, and Who You REALLY Are. I love its thoroughness, 
flexibility, and teaching style. More importantly, its model of student discipleship (believe—don’t 
just try harder) coupled with the practical ‘make-it-stick’ section packs a powerful gospel-driven 
one-two punch. It should be required curriculum for all youth ministries!”

John C. Kwasny, PhD, Director, One Story Ministries

“What’s Up? is a curriculum that will challenge both students and teachers to delve deep into the 
definition, meaning, and significance of Christianity. It encourages students to look squarely into 
their hearts and discover whether or not they are truly living for themselves or for their Creator.”

Susan Wall, Children’s Ministry Curriculum Coordinator, Capitol Hill Baptist Church,  
Washington, DC
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Dear parent,

Welcome to What’s Up? Discovering the Gospel, Jesus, and Who You Really 

Are. This study is designed for middle school (5th–8th grade) students. It 

encourages them to believe the good news of Jesus and live it out.

We are grateful for the opportunity to partner with you in the discipleship of 

your child. What’s Up? is designed for a group study and each lesson builds 

on the others. If your child misses a session, he or she can complete the 

missed lesson at home, but may need some parental guidance and support. 

Likewise, if your child wants to do What’s Up? individually, you (or some other 

adult mentor) should become the “group” and review the lessons alongside 

your child. 

In either case, if you think you will be guiding your child through some 

lessons, you should obtain a leader’s edition of What’s Up? The Teacher 

Guide contains instructions and explanations that help you through the 

lessons and activities. The Teacher Guide  also gives detailed explanations of 

what your child will be learning and how the group sessions are conducted. 

Even if you don’t plan on leading your child through any of the lessons, having 

your own copy may help you follow up on the teaching at home without 

having to look through your child’s student workbook, which may contain 

private reflections. 

You may find that What’s Up? challenges your child to live as a believer 

in ways he or she has seldom considered before. There will be Make It 

Stick assignments for home that require prayer, Bible reading, discussions 

with others about Jesus, and more—often on a daily basis. Your support 

and encouragement will be important if your child is to get the maximum 

benefit from these assignments. It may help to ask your child about these 

assignments during the week or to remind him or her to bring the Student 

Guide to each class.

Our prayer is that throughout the What’s Up? study you and your child’s love 

for Jesus will grow. May God bless and encourage you as you study together. 

Blessings in Christ, 
Debbie and Jack
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IntRoDUCtIon
Is WHat’s Up? foR me? 
Yes, it’s for you if you want to learn more about Jesus or grow in your life with him. 
Maybe you only know a little bit about the Bible, and want to learn what believing 
in Jesus means. What’s Up? will teach you what it’s all about—and show you how 
to get started, if that’s what you decide. Or maybe you’ve heard and read the Bible 
so much that you know every story by heart, but now you want to live it out. What’s 
Up? will help you look to Jesus and delight in all he’s done for you—and believe!

bUt WHat If I alReaDY belIeve?
That’s great! But faith must always grow. You know that you often fail to be kind 
in how you treat your friends, classmates, parents, and teachers. What’s Up? 
will teach you not to hide or ignore that sin, but to admit it and trust Jesus. You’ll 
learn to enjoy how he always forgives you. You’ll believe more deeply that he 
died for you and made you God’s holy, ever-welcomed child. You’ll learn to live 
the way someone who believes those things ought to live. That’s growing in faith!

WIll It maKe anY DIffeRenCe In mY lIfe?
Oh, if you come to know you’re God’s child, it makes all the difference. It 
gives you love for your Father so you want to live for him. You’ll see how 
much he cares for you and for everything you do, so that you become 
excited about life with Jesus. It also gives you confidence that God is on 
your side—even when you fail! You can stop being scared of God when 
you’ve sinned and instead go to him for help. You’ll not only learn to resist 
sin that way; you’ll learn to constantly trust and live close to Jesus. What’s 
Up? won’t just change how you think as a child of God. It should also 
change how you act as a child of God.

WHat WIll I be DoInG?
You’ll work through your lesson pages with a Bible and a pen or 
pencil. What’s Up? will guide you as you rely on God to help your 
faith grow. You’ll spend much time using the tools he gives you to 
help you learn. Here’s what you’ll use:

The Bible. God speaks to you through the Bible. These lessons will 
use the Bible to teach you and will get you reading your Bible.

Prayer. Prayer is how you talk to God and ask him for help. Since 
you need God’s help to grow, the lessons and assignments in What’s 
Up? will include lots of prayer.

The good news of Jesus. Jesus and all he does for us are the main message of the Bible, 
so What’s Up? will keep mentioning this good news again and again. You need to keep 
remembering and believing it.

Other believers. God makes believers in Jesus part of his family so they can help each other 
grow more faithful. These lessons will get you sharing with a group, talking about your faith 
with others, and learning from an experienced leader.
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WHat If I Don’t Have a GRoUp?
The lessons are designed for group study. Sharing with others in a group will 
be the best way for you to learn the most from What’s Up? If you don’t have 
a group, you can still do the study by yourself, but even then you need to find 
an adult leader to be your mentor and guide you through the lessons. That 
person will be who you share with—and will also share their stories with you. 
This kind of sharing is an important part of What’s Up?

WHat WIll tHe lessons be lIKe?
Most lessons will have three segments:

BEFORE YOU BEGIN. Since What’s Up? is about your whole life—
not just lesson time—you’ll start by talking about your life! You share 
what you’ve learned and how you’ve been practicing faith since the 
last time your group met.

TODAY’S LESSON. Lesson time will include several discussion 
and workbook pages. What’s Up? keeps you doing stuff all through 
the lesson. You’ll be writing and drawing on your lesson pages: 
underlining, doodling, matching, writing answers, and drawing pictures—that kind 
of thing. You’ll also read from the Bible, discuss the lesson with your group, and pray.

Important note: You might think discussing your faith and praying is TOO HARD. Try it 
anyway. It gets easier with practice, and it’s an important part of Christian growth.

MORE important note: You might think underlining, circling, and writing answers on your 
lesson pages is TOO EASY. Do it anyway. Of course it’s easy, but it’s the best way for you to 
notice what you’re learning—like taking notes. (Besides, you get to write, draw, and doodle 
on your lessons, which is sweet!)

MAKE IT STICK. Here you’ll get directions for practicing what you learned during the week. 
It’s important to always do the Make It Stick assignment during the week. It’s what makes 
What’s Up? about your whole life. Plus, you’ll be reporting how it went the next time you meet 
with your group. Even though Make It Stick is something you’ll do at home on your own, it’s 
still a group activity that’ll end up helping the whole group when you discuss it together later.

ANOTHER important note: Make It Stick is practice. What’s Up? is a discipleship course. It 
trains you in how to live. That’s why daily practice, and sharing with your group how it went, is 
so important.

WHat else sHoUlD I expeCt?
Expect God to work in you. He loves you. Jesus died on the cross to save 
all who believe in him. “He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin, 
to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to 
doing good deeds” (Titus 2:14 nlt). Start praying now that God will use 
What’s Up? to help make everything that verse says true of you. God is 
determined that his people will grow. Look forward to it.
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lesson 1

big Idea: seeing Jesus
oH...     noW I see

ONE God. There is only one God. He’s a spiritual 
being, and he created everything that exists.

	God is eternal. He was never created. He 
has always existed and always will exist.

 God is all-powerful. He knows and controls 
everything.

 God is holy. He’s perfect and pure of any 
evil, which he calls “sin.” He never sins and 
can’t stand sin.

THREE persons. Even though God is only one, 
he exists as three persons—the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. Each person is all the way God 
(eternal Creator, all-powerful, perfect, and holy). 
These three persons . . .

	Communicate with each other.

	Make agreements with each other (they 
 never disagree, because God is one).

	Love each other (perfectly, of course).

Our Savior. The three persons work together in 
everything, including acting together to save us 
from our sin. They each have a special role in sav-
ing us.
 The Father lovingly ordered our salvation 

and sent the Son to be our Savior.

 The Son accomplished our salvation by
taking the punishment that we deserved for 
our sin.

 The Holy Spirit changes us so we can be 
saved by believing that the Son died for us. 
He also teaches us to resist sin and live
for God.

Jesus. To be our Savior, about 2,000 years ago 
the Son became a human being—without stop-
ping to still be all the way God too. He was born 
and took the name Jesus. Jesus is both God and 
also all the way a man! As a man, there are things 
about him that ordinarily wouldn’t be true of God.

 Jesus got tired, hungry, and thirsty. He also 
has every human emotion (but only in non-
sinning ways, since he’s still holy God).

 Jesus was tempted to sin, like we are
(but he never did sin).

	Jesus suffered and died before being
raised to life again.

befoRe YoU beGIn
In these lessons, you’re going to learn about God from the Bible. Maybe you’re wondering: 

what are the basic facts about who God is?

• Use the God Fact Sheet to get you started. To keep it fun, do this:
• Check off things you already knew about God. (✔)
• Put a star next to things you might have heard before, but weren’t sure about.

• Write “wow!” next to anything that’s brand new to you. WOW!

THE god FACT SHEET
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Now tell the rest of the group what you learned from the God Fact Sheet. What was really 
interesting to you? Was anything confusing?

Let’s do one thing more. Before starting these lessons you probably already have an idea about 
what Christianity is. So think of a word or short phrase that describes being a Christian and then tell 
what you wrote.

Christianity is __________________________________________________________________.

toDaY’s lesson
In this lesson, you’ll learn a word Jesus chose to describe what he’s all about. First, you’ll learn 
what this word is. You’ll also get a “clear vision” view of why it makes being a Christian different 
from what many people think.

Then, in the second part of this lesson, you’ll compare that word to other ideas and feelings you 
might have about God—“blurry vision” ones.

paRt 1: exaCtlY tHe RIGHt WoRD
When Jesus lived on earth, he picked a word to explain what his work was all about. He chose the 
word “gospel.” It means “good news.” In those days, no one had ever used that word for religion! 
It was used for good news brought by a king’s messenger—like news of a battle won. It was news 
everyone would be glad to hear and let change their life. Our Bibles sometimes use the word 
“gospel” and sometimes say “good news,” but they’re the same thing.

      point to remember: “Gospel” means GooD neWs!

Let’s see what the Bible says about this good news.

You may have heard about the angel who told shepherds about baby Jesus. That angel was being 
a messenger, bringing good news—the gospel!

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:10–11)

Find “good news” in those verses and   circle   it.

Then find the word “Savior” and put a star       next to it. 
Finally, underline the part of the angel’s message that tells WHOM the gospel is all about.
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TH E

WHOM
is the gospel

about?

The missionary Paul wrote about the gospel in the Bible. Read what he said.

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 
to you—unless you believed in vain.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:1–4)

Again,  circle   the word “gospel.”

Find the part where Paul says the gospel is about being saved and put a star by it. 
And underline the sentence that tells WHOM the gospel is about and what he did for us.

The gospel is news about the Christ (that’s a title for JESUS). It’s about how he SAVES US.

You’re ready to start filling in your “clear vision” view of the gospel. Start by writing WHOM the 
gospel is about on the blank eyeglass lens that follows.
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talK aboUt It
Most of the time, do you feel like you need Jesus to save you from anything? Why or why not? 
When do you most feel like you need a Savior?

TH E

WHAT
does Jesus
do for us?

Now fill in WHAT Jesus does for us in the gospel. (Hint: It’s what you put the stars by in our 
verses.)
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HOW
are we saved

from sin?

WHY
does God
save us?

Remember that “sin” means we do evil things that are against God. We deserve to be punished.
Find Romans 3:23–24 in your Bible. Read it to learn more about what it means to be saved. Then write an answer to the question below.

HoW are we saved from sin? Is it because we earn it by being good 
and not sinning, or is it a gift God gives us through Jesus? fill in 
the eyeglasses with your answer.

Now read one more Bible verse that tells about being saved. Look up John 3:16 and answer the two questions below.

WHY did God decide to give his son, Jesus, to save us?
HoW do you respond in order to have eternal life?
Believing in Jesus includes:

• Trusting Jesus instead of trying to be good enough to save yourself.• Living for Jesus and obeying him instead of living for yourself.

Now use your answers to fill in the last parts of your gospel vision. Start by writing WHY God saves us, as a gift, through Jesus.
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Finally, write what you do to respond to this good news.

THE

HOW
do I

respond?

Now let’s combine what you’ve learned about the gospel with what you know about God:

GOD IS HOLY. He hates sin. Since you’re a sinner who does wrong every day, you need to 
be saved from sin to be accepted by a holy God.

GOD IS FAIR. He punishes sin. Sinners must die. So you must be punished unless someone 
else who’s perfectly good takes your place as a substitute.

GOD IS LOVING. He gave his Son, Jesus, to be that someone else. Jesus was punished in-
stead of you—in your place!—if you believe in him. This means you can be accepted by God 
even though you sin.

talK aboUt It
Discuss the three points listed above. Which do you most often hear people talk about? 
Which are new to you or are ideas you don’t think about much? Explain why all three are 
important.
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test YoURself
Circle the believer in each pair of students who has “clear vision” of the gospel, and tell why.

“Christianityis mostly about what I have to do for God.”

“Christianity is 

fi first of all about 

good news of what 

God does for me!”

GooD neWs

WHY?_____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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sIn
“I’m a far worse sinner 

than I thought. I offend the 

holy God so often! no matter 

how hard I try, I can’t make 

myself good enough 

for him.”

“as long as I 

try hard to be good, 

God shouldn’t think of 

me as too bad a 

sinner.”

aCCepteD

“God accepts me 
because Jesus is good, 

and I belong to Jesus. 

He took the punishment 
I deserve.”

“God accepts me 
whenever I’m good like 
I should be, and he gets 

grumpy with me 
when I’m not.”

WHY?__________________________________________

_______________________________________________

WHY?_________________________________________________
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JesUs

belIeve It!

“I need to obey 

Jesus better if I 

want him to 

like me.”

“believing in 

Jesus means that now I 

both trust him and live for 

him eagerly, every day. It 

changes everything!”

“believing in Jesus means I can go on with my life and hardly have to think 
about my sin anymore. I’m glad it’s so easy and doesn’t require much 

change!”

“Jesus loves me. 

He died for me! now I obey 

him because he means 

everything to me.”

WHY?________________________________________________ 

WHY?_______________________________________________
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paRt 2: blURRY vIsIon
Seeing the gospel clearly is like an eye exam. Even if you already know 
about the gospel, sometimes your vision can get “blurry.” So now, you be 
the eye doctor. For each student, find what that student can’t see about 
the gospel.

Maybe it’s . . .

q	What a big sinner they are
q	How God accepts them because of Jesus, not how good or bad they are

q	How Jesus loves them and died for their sin

q	How believing the gospel means a new, changed life

Then, once that student has a “prescription” to see the gospel more clearly, describe how you think 
their life will change.

blURRY vIsIon
This student can’t see (check what applies):

q	They’re a big sinner just like everyone else.

q	God accepts them because of Jesus, not how good they are.

q	Jesus loves them and died for their sin.

q	Believing in Jesus means a new, changed life.

pResCRIptIon
THE GOSPEL SAYS: You’re a big sinner too. God only accepts you because 
of Jesus, not how good you think you are.

lIfe WItH Gospel vIsIon
When you see the gospel, you’ll stop bragging and being proud.  
You’ll quit trying to prove how good you are. Instead, you’ll . . .

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

tHe smUG 
stUDent “sometimes I sin, 

but I’m better than most people. 

I study the bible and I obey at school; and 

I’m sure God has noticed. there are bad 

people who need Jesus much worse 

than I do. God is glad that I’m one 

of the good guys!”
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tHe neRvoUs 
stUDent

blURRY vIsIon
This student can’t see (check what applies):

q	They’re a big sinner just like everyone else.
q	God accepts them because of Jesus, not how good they are.
q	Jesus loves them and died for their sin.
q	Believing in Jesus means a new, changed life.

pResCRIptIon
THE GOSPEL SAYS: You don’t have to earn your forgiveness. God accepts you because of Jesus.  
It’s free!

lIfe WItH Gospel vIsIon
When you see the gospel, you’ll stop worrying and being secretly scared of God.  
You’ll quit doing good things only because you feel pressure. Instead, you’ll . . .  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________.

“I get worried when I think about 

Jesus. I know he wants me to shape up and live 

better, and I’ve tried. but I’m pretty sure that I’m not 

good enough and God stays pretty unhappy with me. 

When I sin, I try to make it up to God by 

doing something good. I’ll k
eep trying and 

hope God will be
 okay with that.”
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tHe all aboUt me stUDent

blURRY vIsIon
This student can’t see (check what applies):

q	They’re a big sinner just like everyone else.
q	God accepts them because of Jesus, not how good they are.
q	Jesus loves them and died for their sin.
q	Believing in Jesus means a new, changed life.

pResCRIptIon
THE GOSPEL SAYS: Jesus died for you. He loves you that much! He’s the best reason to serve God.

lIfe WItH Gospel vIsIon
When you see the gospel, you’ll stop doing godly-looking things just because they’re fun,  
or because people are watching. Instead, you’ll . . . 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

“I just love doing good things 

at church and with Christian frie
nds. It’s

 

fun to help out, be
 part of youth events, and work 

on projects that make the world better. 

everyone says I’m doing great—and I feel good 

about that. I d
on’t know if I’m

 really 

doing those things  for Jesus, 

but I sure enjoy them!”
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blURRY vIsIon
This student can’t see (check what applies):

q	They’re a big sinner just like everyone else.
q	God accepts them because of Jesus, not how good they are.
q	Jesus loves them and died for their sin.
q	Believing in Jesus means a new, changed life.

pResCRIptIon
THE GOSPEL SAYS: Believing in Jesus means your life isn’t about yourself anymore. You don’t 
trust yourself. You don’t live for yourself, either. You change so that you trust and live for Jesus, 
instead.

lIfe WItH Gospel vIsIon
When you see the gospel, you’ll no longer have a self-centered life that finds Jesus 
boring. Instead, you’ll . . . 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

tHe easY lIfe stUDent

“I sin quite a bit, 
but I don’t 

worry about it. G
od forgives me, like he’s 

supposed to. pretty easy, huh? I guess I 

appreciate Jesus for that. but I don’t understand 

people who say they love to worship him and 

pray or change their life for him. 

that’s never happened to me.”
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talK aboUt It

“Yes, sometimes I sin, but I’m better than most 

people. I do Bible studies and I obey at school, 

and I’m sure God has noticed. There are bad people 

who need Jesus much worse than I do.”

“I don’t always admit it, but I’m secretly worried 

that I’m not good enough for God. When I sin, I try 

to make it up to God by doing something good. I’ll 

keep trying and hope God’s okay with that.”

“I just LOVE doing good things at church and

with my friends. It’s fun to be part of youth 

events and to do things that make the world better. 

Everyone says I’m doing great—so I guess I am!”

“I don’t worry about my sin. God forgives me,
like he’s supposed to. Pretty easy, huh

I appreciate Jesus for that, but I don’t understand 
people who say they love to worship him and 

pray. That’s never happened to me.”
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Looking at the Blurry Gospel Vision figure, think about each student with “blurry vision.” Which one 
is most like you? Once you pick which one you’re most like, circle it, and share your choice with the 
group. Explain how your way of thinking about God is sometimes like that blurry vision.

pRaY aboUt It
Remember how the Holy Spirit helps us believe the gospel? Everyone needs clearer gospel 
vision—even people who’ve believed the gospel for many years! So now, ask God to help you. 
Pray with a friend or by yourself. Here’s how to do it:

Look back at the type of blurry vision you circled. Then look at the final box labeled “your life with 
gospel vision.”

Pray for the things written in that box to happen to you. Pray that the Holy Spirit will change you so 
that those things become true of you as you learn and believe the gospel through these lessons.

You can either say your prayer aloud or write it out in a few sentences below.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________.

NOTE: As you learned what believing the gospel means, you may have thought to yourself: “Hmm, 
I’m not sure I’ve ever actually believed the gospel.” If that’s the case with you, consider becoming 
a believer. You can start believing (by trusting Jesus to save you and deciding to live for him) at 
any time—the sooner the better! But as you’ve learned, it’s an important decision that you need to 
consider carefully and take seriously. The rest of our lessons will help you learn more about what it 
means to be a believer.

The rest of the lessons will also speak to you as if you already are a believer. Those who believe 
in Jesus are forgiven, have become God’s children, have eternal life—and more! These lessons 
will help believers to believe these things more deeply, so they can grow. If you actually aren’t a 
believer yet, you too can learn about Jesus and all he does for us. Our hope is that you will come to 
believe for the first time—and then keep believing more deeply all your life.
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InstRUCtIons: 
Fill out this Make It Stick page during the week.

Don’t forget to bring your Student Guide back next time you meet.

If you have time, go ahead and get started now.

Jesus isn’t just a way to be forgiven and accepted by God. He’s also a person—the best person you 
could ever know! So before the next time you meet, practice getting to know Jesus better by reading 
about him in the Bible and noticing what kind of man he is.

Start by reading Luke 7:11–17. It’s a short account of a time when Jesus visited a town called Nain. 
Read what happened there.

Then, on the lines below, write words or short phrases that tell what kind of person Jesus is—based on 
just this one, short story. Look closely at the details in the story and fill out as many lines as you can. It 
might help to consider these questions: 

What abilities does he have?
How does he treat people?
What does he feel?
What are his attitudes?
What surprises you about his behavior?
How is he different from you?
(You don’t have to answer each question. Just use them to help you think of some words that describe 
Jesus.)

_________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Be ready to share what you noticed about Jesus the next time you meet.

maKe It stICK:
Get to KnoW JesUs




