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Nicole’s marriage to Dan began with a beautiful 
wedding where they expressed their love and com-

mitment to each other in front of family and friends. 
Nicole looked forward to the rest of her life with the 
man of her dreams. But in recent months Dan’s inter-
est in Nicole faded rapidly. He started to spend more 
time at work, less time with Nicole, and no time at 
church. When Nicole tried to ask Dan why he had 
withdrawn from her and God, he responded with 
anger, defensiveness, and more withdrawal. Nicole’s 
dream was becoming a nightmare, and she slipped into 
a deep depression. Doubts about her own faith began 
to plague her. 

Clay and Melissa were already worried about their 
son Joel’s lack of commitment to Jesus, but the high 
school vice principal’s call "oored them. Joel was fail-
ing two classes and had been suspended for three days 
after a #st#ght with another student. Clay and Melissa 
were ashamed of Joel’s behavior and anxiously won-
dered where his life was headed. 

Based on their initial meeting Ryan enthusiastically 
embraced his new boss’s commitment to excellence 
and stepped up his own work e!orts. But the boss soon 
proved to be critical, controlling, and demanding. At 
their next meeting he said, “To be honest, Ryan, I am 
disappointed with your output and I’m not sure you 
are a good #t for our company. Let’s give it two weeks 
to see if you can turn a corner.” Ryan was angry—at 
the new boss, at himself, and even at God—and he 
felt helpless and hopeless in the face of his impending 
termination.
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We all react di!erently when trouble shows up. When 
life goes wrong, some people struggle with depression and 
doubts like Nicole, others with fear and embarrassment 
like Melissa and Clay, and still others with the anger and 
hopelessness that Ryan experienced. Take a moment to 
ask yourself how you respond to trouble and hardship. 
You might notice that Nicole, Melissa, Clay, and Ryan, 
despite their di!erent reactions, had something in com-
mon: the same fundamental faith questions. $e same 
questions we all ask when we face hardships: 

Where is God in all this? 
Does he really love me? 
Does he care? 
How can I be sure that he cares for me? 
Why is he allowing this? 
What’s he up to? 
Is he punishing me for something I’ve done? 
How can I see and know his love during this 

hardship?

While it is clear from Scripture that su!ering is not 
part of God’s design for the world and thus is never 
inherently “good,” it is also clear that God uses even 
the di%cult circumstances of our lives for his redemp-
tive purposes. $is means that, for the people of God, 
pain and su!ering are never the #nal word in their lives. 
$e Bible loudly and repeatedly declares God’s love for 
those who belong to Jesus. For example, Romans 8 
assures us that even amid the hardest adversity, God 
loves us.


