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Jesus Prays…
John 17 vs 1-26
with His
Jesus finishes this intimate time
the
Apostles by praying for Himself and
s before
church. The prayer is prayed minute
and will
His arrest and trial, so it’s intense
need some unpacking.
ching in
This prayer summarizes Jesus’ tea
greatest
chapters 13–17. It spells out His
concerns:
• His mission in the world. (vs 1–5)
. (vs 6–19)
• What He wants for His Apostles
(vs 20–26)
• What He wants for His Church.
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Jesus’ mission in the world
Chapter 17

1

2

3
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After Jesus said this, he looked
towards heaven and prayed: ‘Father,
the hour has come. Glorify your
Son, that your Son may glorify you.
For you granted him authority over
all people that he might give eternal
life to all those you have given him.
Now this is eternal life: that they
know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

4

I have brought you glory on earth by
finishing the work you gave me to do.

5

And now, Father, glorify me in your
presence with the glory I had with
you before the world began.

What does Jesus ask
for in verses 1 and 5?

That God might glorify the Son.

Why is God going
to glorify the Son?

So that the Son might glorify God.
How will this happen?

By Jesus finishing the work that God
the Father gave Him to do vs 2,5

What was this work?

To give eternal life, so that they
may know God v 3

So this isn’t about floating on a cloud
in heaven, but a personal relationship
with our creator, starting now!
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Summary:
• The Father glorifying the Son…
• because the Son has finished the work He was
given
• to bring us into relationship with God…
• which is ‘eternal life’

Why is this such a surprise?!
We don’t understand the depth and seriousness
of our sin… and just what a huge thing it is for
Jesus to deal with.
Instead we would expect God to be glorified by
dazzling displays of power or spectacular works
of wisdom!

At what unexpected place do we see the
Father ’s glory?
Jesus’ death on the cross.
How can this be?
Because at the cross Jesus achieves the
great work of bringing us (sinful people) into
relationship with (a perfect) God.
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What Jesus wants for His Apostles

e whom
‘I have revealed you to thos
. They
you gave me out of the world
to me
were yours; you gave them
word.
and they have obeyed your

6

hing
Now they know that everyt
m you.
you have given me comes fro

7

you gave
For I gave them the words
. They
me and they accepted them
came
knew with certainty that I
that
from you, and they believed
you sent me.

8

9

10
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aying
I pray for them. I am not pr
you
for the world, but for those
yours.
have given me, for they are

Jesus is talking to God the Father about the
Apostles.
He gives assurance that they are the ‘real
deal’ – they are true believers of Jesus who will
be able to record the truth He has revealed.

How do we know this?

• God gave them to Jesus –
they’ve kept God’s word!

v6

• They accepted Jesus as the Son
of God.

v8

• They belong to both Jesus and
God... and bring glory to Jesus.
vs 9,10

u have
All I have is yours, and all yo
e to me
is mine. And glory has com
through them.
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s’
Here we read that Jesus prays for the Apostle
Him.
protection – that they may keep believing in
11

12

13
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I will remain in the world no longer,
but they are still in the world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them by the power of your
name, the name you gave me, so that
they may be one as we are one.
While I was with them, I protected
them and kept them safe by that
name you gave me. None has been
lost except the one doomed to
destruction so that Scripture would
be fulfilled.

‘I am coming to you now, but I say
these things while I am still in the
world, so that they may have the full
measure of my joy within them.

Why is it so important that God not only
chose the Apostles and protected them,
but also recognized them as authentic believers?

They go on to found the church –
God’s people – who glorify God.

Verse 12

‘the one doomed to
destruction’ – this is Judas, who has
already gone out to betray Jesus.
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14

I have given them your word and the
world has hated them, for they are
not of the world any more than I am
of the world.

15

My prayer is not that you take them
out of the world but that you protect
them from the evil one.

16

17

18

19
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They are not of the world, even as I
am not of it.
Sanctify them by the truth; your
word is truth.
As you sent me into the world, I have
sent them into the world.
For them I sanctify myself, that they
too may be truly sanctified.

Why is Jesus praying
like this for them?

Because He is about to go back to
heaven.

ect them. v 11
• He wants God to prot
in in relationship with
• He wants them to rema
v 13
Him, full of His joy.
st them. v 14
ain
ag
be
ll
wi
rld
wo
e
th
s
• He know
v 15
d from the devil.
te
ec
ot
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• He
in true to Jesus,
• He wants them to rema
v 17
through His word.
the truth to the
• He wants them to take
whole world. v 18

In summary, Jesus’ prayer provides
us with real confidence as we look
at Jesus’ words of truth, given by
the Apostles – on which the church
is founded.
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What Jesus wants for his church
Who is Jesus talking
about in v 20?
20

21
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‘My prayer is not for them alone. I
pray also for those who will believe
in me through their message,
that all of them may be one,
Father, just as you are in me and
I am in you. May they also be in us
so that the world may believe that
you have sent me.

What is His prayer
for us in v 21?

Every believer over all time.
That they believe in, and are united
by, the Apostles’ words – this is
called the New Testament teaching
about Jesus.

dis-united?
Why is the church so often seen to be
g Jesus word,
• Because churches are often not teachin
the Bible.
unity – and prays
• Jesus is passionate about Christian
to the teaching
for it. This will only come as we submit
tament.
of His word, as we find it in the New Tes
So then, how does disunity come about?
s.
• Through people following their own idea
of obedience to the
• By people putting other ideas ahead
words of Jesus.
y from the Bible.
• By church leaders falsely teaching awa
Jesus and the
What things, other than the words of
Apostles, do people listen to?
e it like this!’)
• Church traditions. (‘We’ve always don
God like that!’)
• My own ideas. (‘I don’t like to think of
• Experience. (‘It doesn’t feel right.’)
Why does Jesus
want unity?

‘… so that the world may
believe …’ v 21
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What has God (Father and Son) given?

‘the glory’, which is the word and
work of Jesus. v 22

that you gave
I have given them the glory
we are one –
me, that they may be one as

22

23

that they
I in them and you in me – so
unity.
may be brought to complete
at you sent
Then the world will know th
en as you
me and have loved them ev
have loved me.

24

ve given me
‘Father, I want those you ha
d to see
to be with me where I am, an
given
my glory, the glory you have
fore the
me because you loved me be
creation of the world.

25

the world
‘Righteous Father, though
you, and they
does not know you, I know
e.
know that you have sent m

em, and will
26
I have made you known to th
n in order
continue to make you know
e may be in
that the love you have for m
be in them.’
them and that I myself may
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What does this produce?

Complete unity.
What is the goal of that unity?

Certainty of who Jesus is.

v 23

What does Jesus pray
for His disciples in v 24?

He wants them to see it through
to the end and to be with Him in
heaven.
How does Jesus finish
His prayer to God?

With this summary:
The world does not know God –
but it does know that Jesus has
been sent by God. v 25
Jesus has made God known and
will continue to do so, so that God’s
love might be clear to see in the
lives of Jesus’ followers. v 26
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Summary:
What does Jesus pray for?
• Jesus to be glorified through His work on the cross
that will bring eternal life (a relationship with God).
• His chosen Apostles are to be protected so that they
might teach His word and start the church.
• That we might believe His word and be united by it.
• And as we are united in this way… the world may
believe, and come to receive eternal life.

John 17 vs 1 26
After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed:
‘Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son
may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have
given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the
4
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have
brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me
to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the
6
glory I had with you before the world began. ‘I have revealed
you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were
yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.
7
Now they know that everything you have given me comes
from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they
accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from
9
I
you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them.
am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me,
for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is
11
mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain
in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am

1
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