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Why the Word?

The Word is a title used to speak 
about Jesus – we’ll see that in our 
first study. As we read through 
John’s Gospel, we’ll discover that 
hearing the words of Jesus written 
down by John is how we come to see 
who Jesus is. This is the Word!

Why One to One?

We have found that reading John’s 
Gospel informally with one or more 
friends, using these notes has been a 
great way to find out what the Bible 
actually says about who Jesus is. 
The notes are designed specially for 
use in an informal setting one to one. 
People have used them with friends, 
family, colleagues, and students, in 
all sorts of locations such as coffee 
shops, churches, outside in a park or 
just at home. We hope you find them 
as helpful as we have!  

Introduction
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God comes  
to earth

John 1 vs 1–18
John’s overview

John’s Gospel 

starts with an 

overview vs 1  18

There is a lot in 

this section, so don’t 

be surprised that 

it’s going to need 

some unpacking!
You might find this a surprising start! No angels, no Bethlehem, no stable,  no baby Jesus, no wise men...
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1  In the beginning was the  Word, and the Word was with  God, and the Word was God. 2  He was with God in the beginning. 3  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4  In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.5  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

•  John stresses twice – the Word 
was there in the beginning.

v 4  •  The source of life!
 •  The answer for life!
 •  Eternal life!

  This makes sense if, as John 
has just claimed, the Word 
is our creator!

The Word existed before 
time, before creation, 
before ‘the beginning’!

In short... He is eternal!

v 1   The Word was with God and  
was God.

v 2   The Word is a person!

v 3   The Word, who is God and a 
person, made everything.

   But John’s claims for the Word  
go even further!

Amazing beginnings!

Look how often the phrase

What difference 

does the Word
make for life?

What or who is

the Word is used

the Word?

Chapter 1

v 5   Jesus is the light, and 2000 
years later His light shines 
more brightly than ever before.
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He was sent by God to point to the 
coming of  “the light”. vs 6,7

Later in the chapter we’ll see:

•  He was the sensation of  his day 
– the preacher in the wilderness.

•  John the Baptist would have 
been all over your TV news, and 
trending on Twitter. 

•  The government and religious 
leaders sent people to check 
him out!

•  But John the Baptist is not the 
much anticipated Word.

We still haven’t 
been told who  
the Word is…

Through John the 

Baptist, God goes out 

of His way to make sure 

that the coming of the 

Word is publicly known.

6  There was a man sent from 

God whose name was John. 

7  He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that 

light, so that through him 

all might believe. 

8  He himself was not the light; 

he came only as a witness to 

the light.

9  The true light that gives 

light to everyone was 

coming into the world.

John the Baptist is 

introduced and explained…

What had John the

Baptist come to do?
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 • ‘The world’ v 10  

• ‘His own’ (the Jews) v 11

To become children of God!

v 12

This is a ‘right’ to a family’s 
wealth beyond your wildest 
dreams! This ‘Father’ is richer 
than a multi-trillionaire!

They are adopted into His family

Imagine being adopted into the 
Royal family. God offers something 
way bigger!

The phrase in v 12 – ‘he gave 
the right’ – His offer comes with 
absolute authority. 

No! Some people believed.

The Word snubbed…

Who rejected 

The right for what?

Who got this?

gift for those who accept Him (v 12)

Look at the unique and awesome 

Is rejection the only response?

the Word?

•  not people born into a religious family 

•  not people who somehow became 
religious

•  but people born of God. v 13

10  He was in the world, and 

though the world was made 

through him, the world did 

not recognise him. 

11  He came to that which was 

his own, but his own did not 

receive him. 

12  Yet to all who did receive 

him, to those who believed in 

his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God – 

13  children born not of natural 

descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband’s will, 

but born of God.
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So, it’s God’s Son but  
what is His name?!

It is surprising that  

the Word doesn’t arrive 

in a whirlwind of power 

and might, instead John 

says the Word comes full 

of grace and truth.

What more does John

tell us about the Word?

God’s glory on earth…

14  The Word became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the 

glory of the one and only Son, 

who came from the Father, 

full of  grace  and  truth.

Grace is all God’s undeserved kindness and love freely given. Truth is the truth – absolute truth, the answer to all our searching.

•  God comes down to earth as a man.

•  John wants us to know that he was 
a first-hand witness to this.

•   The Word is glorious – the Word 
is God’s Son!
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•  God has already given grace in 
the Old Testament. Now we see 
His grace in all its fullness - in 
Jesus!

•  God’s good law with all its rules 
and regulations is to be fulfilled in 
Jesus – see v 17

God’s Son… Jesus Christ. And 
He’s not about rules – He brings 
grace and truth. 

vs 15, 16  Of course He is greater than John the Baptist – the Word is the creator God.

The truth is out

15  (John testified concerning 

him. He cried out, saying, 

‘This is the one I spoke about 

when I said, “He who comes 

after me has surpassed me 

because he was before me.”’) 

16  Out of his fullness we have 

all received grace in place of 

grace already given. 

17  For the law was given through 

Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. 

Is John the Baptist the Word?

So who is the Word?

•  No! He points to the Word, and 
says: ‘He … has surpassed me, 
because he was before me.’



1918

 v 1    He was there from the start  
(in the beginning) 

 vs 1, 2   He was with God 

 v 1   He is God 

 v 3    He made everything 

 v 4   He gives life, now and forever 

 vs 4, 9   He gives us understanding for 
life (John calls this ‘light’) 

 vs 10, 11   He was rejected by the world 
and His own people (the Jews) 

 v 12    To those who receive Him, He 
gives them the right to be part 
of  His family 

 v 14    He came to earth as a man 

 v 15    John, who wrote this book,  
was an eyewitness to Jesus 

 v 17    Jesus comes full of  grace 
rather than earthly power 

 v 17    He brings all truth 

18  No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in the closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

Summary…

The ‘himself’ 
is Jesus! 
A helpful 
translation 
would be: He 
(Jesus) has 
made Him 
(God) known 
to us.

He’s a lot more than the Sunday school picture of ‘Gentle Jesus – meek and mild’ isn’t He?
John says Jesus the Word is the all powerful, creator God,  full of grace and truth!

So what have we

No wonder John

How does this picture

fit with how you
imagined Jesus?

concludes as he

does with v 18

learnt about Jesus

– the Word?
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John 1 vs 1 18

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 

beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without 

him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him 

was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name 

was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning 

that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He 

himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to 

the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone 

was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 

though the world was made through him, the world did 

not recognise him. 11 He came to that which was his own, 

but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did 

receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 

the right to become children of God  13 children born not 

of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 

will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 

of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning him. He 

cried out, saying, ‘This is the one I spoke about when I 

said, “He who comes after me has surpassed me because 

What comes next?

Next time we’ll get a glimpse of the life and times of John the Baptist before Jesus comes onto the scene.

Take a moment to re-read 
John’s overview below:

he was before me.”’) 16 Out of his fullness we have 

all received grace in place of grace already given. 

17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 

ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 

himself God and is in the closest relationship with 

the Father, has made him known.


