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Publisher’s Preface 

WHEN J. C. Ryle published Old Paths, being Plain 
Statements on Some of the Weightier Matters of Chris-

tianity, in 1878, he deliberately placed a paper on Inspiration 
at the beginning of the volume. To him the inspiration of 
the Scriptures was ‘the very keel and foundation of Chris-
tianity’, without which Christians had no warrant for 
doctrine or practice, ‘no solid ground for present peace or 
hope, and no right to claim the attention of mankind’.

The publishers believe that Ryle’s brief treatment of the 
subject is of permanent value and well worth making avail-
able separately in this more accessible form.

Ryle added a series of quotations on inspiration by four 
representative theologians, and we have retained these as 
Appendix 1. As a further Appendix, we have included an 
address by Ryle on ‘Not Corrupting the Word’, previously 
published in Warnings to the Churches.
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Introduction

‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God’

— 2 Tim. 3:16

HOW was the Bible written? ‘Whence is it? From heaven, 
or of men?’ Had the writers of the Bible any special or 

peculiar help in doing their work? Is there anything in the 
Bible which makes it unlike all other books, and therefore 
demands our respectful attention? These are questions of vast 
importance. They are questions to which I wish to offer an 
answer in this paper. To speak plainly, the subject I propose 
to examine is that deep one, the inspiration of Scripture. I 
believe the Bible to have been written by inspiration of God, 
and I want others to be of the same belief. 

The subject is always important. I place it purposely in the 
very forefront of the papers which compose this volume.1  I 

1 The reference is to Old Paths (1878; reprinted Edinburgh: Banner of Truth 
Trust, 2013), where this paper originally appeared. 



2

is all scripture inspired?

ask a hearing for the doctrines which I am about to handle, 
because they are drawn from a book which is the ‘word of 
God’. Inspiration, in short, is the very keel and foundation of 
Christianity. If Christians have no divine book to turn to as 
the warrant of their doctrine and practice, they have no solid 
ground for present peace or hope, and no right to claim the 
attention of mankind. They are building on a quicksand, and 
their faith is vain. We ought to be able to say boldly, ‘We are 
what we are, and we do what we do, because we have here a 
book which we believe to be the word of God.’

The subject is one of peculiar importance in the present day. 
Infidelity and scepticism abound everywhere. In one form 
or another they are to be found in every rank and class of 
society. Thousands of Englishmen are not ashamed to say that 
they regard the Bible as an old obsolete Jewish book, which 
has no special claim on our faith and obedience, and that it 
contains many inaccuracies and defects. Myriads who will 
not go so far as this are wavering and shaken in their belief, 
and show plainly by their lives that they are not quite sure 
the Bible is true. In a day like this the true Christian should 
be able to set his foot down firmly, and to render a reason of 
his confidence in God’s word.

He should be able by sound arguments to meet and silence 
the gainsayer, if he cannot convince him. He should be able 
to show good cause why he thinks the Bible is ‘from heaven, 
and not of men’.

The subject without doubt is a very difficult one. It cannot 
be followed up without entering on ground which is dark 
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and mysterious to mortal man. It involves the discussion of 
things which are miraculous, and supernatural, and above 
reason, and cannot be fully explained. But difficulties must 
not turn us away from any subject in religion. There is 
not a science in the world about which questions may not 
be asked which no one can answer. It is poor philosophy 
to say we will believe nothing unless we can understand 
everything! We must not give up the subject of inspiration 
in despair because it contains things ‘hard to be under-
stood’. There still remains a vast amount of ground which 
is plain to every common understanding. I invite my 
readers to occupy this ground with me today, and to hear 
what I have to say on the divine authority of God’s word.

In considering the subject before us, there are two things 
which I propose to do:     

1. In the first place, I shall try to show the general truth, 
that the Bible is given by inspiration of God.

2. In the second place, I shall try to show the extent to 
which the Bible is inspired.

I trust that all who read this paper will take up the subject 
in a serious and reverent spirit. This question of inspiration 
is no light one. It involves tremendously grave consequences. 
If the Bible is not the word of God and inspired, the 
whole of Christendom for 1,800 years has been under an 
immense delusion; half the human race has been cheated 
and deceived, and churches are monuments of folly. If the 
Bible is the word of God and inspired, all who refuse to 
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believe it are in fearful danger; they are living on the brink 
of eternal misery. No man, in his sober senses, can fail to see 
that the whole subject demands most serious attention.
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The Bible is Inspired

IN the first place, I propose to show the general truth that 
the Bible is given by inspiration of God.
In saying this I mean to assert that the Bible is utterly 

unlike all other books that were ever written because its 
writers were specially inspired, or enabled by God, for the 
work which they did. I say that the book comes to us with 
a claim which no other book possesses. It is stamped with 
divine authority. In this respect it stands entirely alone. 
Sermons, and tracts, and theological writings of all kinds, 
may be sound and edifying but they are only the handiwork 
of uninspired man. The Bible alone is the book of God.

Now I shall not waste time in proving that the Scriptures 
are genuine and authentic, that they were really written by 
the very men who profess to have written them, and that 
they contain the very things which they wrote. I shall not 
touch what are commonly called external evidences. I shall 
bring forward the book itself, and put it in the witness box. 
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I shall try to show that nothing can possibly account for the 
Bible being what it is, and doing what it has done, except 
the theory that it is the word of God.

I lay it down broadly, as a position which cannot be turned, 
that the Bible itself, fairly examined, is the best witness of 
its own inspiration. I shall content myself with stating some 
plain facts about the Bible which can neither be denied nor 
explained away. And the ground I shall take up is this, that 
these facts ought to satisfy every reasonable inquirer that 
the Bible is of God, and not of man. They are simple facts 
which require no knowledge of Hebrew or Greek or Latin 
in order to be understood; yet they are facts which prove to 
my own mind conclusively that the Bible is superhuman, or 
not of man.

1. The Richness of the Bible’s Contents
It is a fact that there is an extraordinary fullness and richness 
in the contents of the Bible. It throws more light on a vast 
number of most important subjects than all the other books 
in the world put together. It boldly handles matters which 
are beyond the reach of man, when left to himself. It treats 
of things which are mysterious and invisible—the soul, the 
world to come, and eternity—depths which man has no line 
to fathom. All who have tried to write of these things, without 
Bible light, have done little but show their own ignorance. 
They grope like the blind; they speculate; they guess; they 
generally make the darkness more visible, and land us in a 
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region of uncertainty and doubt. How dim were the views 
of Socrates, Plato, Cicero, and Seneca! A well-taught Sunday 
scholar, in this day, knows more spiritual truth than all these 
sages put together.

The Bible alone gives a reasonable account of the beginning 
and end of the globe on which we live. It starts from the 
birthday of sun, moon, stars, and earth in their present order, 
and shows us creation in its cradle. It foretells the dissolution 
of all things, when the earth and all its works shall be burned 
up, and shows us creation in its grave. It tells us the story of 
the world’s youth; and it tells us the story of its old age. It 
gives us a picture of its first days; and it gives us a picture of 
its last. How vast and important is this knowledge! Can this 
be the handiwork of uninspired man? Let us try to answer 
that question.

The Bible alone gives a true and faithful account of man. 
It does not flatter him as novels and romances do; it does 
not conceal his faults and exaggerate his goodness; it paints 
him just as he is. It describes him as a fallen creature, of his 
own nature inclined to evil, a creature needing not only a 
pardon but a new heart to make him fit for heaven. It shows 
him to be a corrupt being under every circumstance, when 
left to himself—corrupt after the loss of paradise, corrupt 
after the flood, corrupt when fenced in by divine laws and 
commandments, corrupt when the Son of God came down 
and visited him in the flesh, corrupt in the face of warnings, 
promises, miracles, judgments, mercies. In one word it shows 
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man to be by nature always a sinner. How important is this 
knowledge! Can this be the work of uninspired minds? Let 
us try to answer that question.

The Bible alone gives us true views of God. By nature 
man knows nothing clearly or fully about him. All his 
conceptions of him are low, grovelling, and debased. What 
could be more degraded than the gods of the Canaanites 
and Egyptians, of Babylon, of Greece, and of Rome? What 
can be more vile than the gods of the Hindus and other 
heathen in our own time? By the Bible we know that God 
hates sin. The destruction of the old world by the flood; the 
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah; the drowning of Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians in the Red Sea; the cutting off the nations 
of Canaan; the overthrow of Jerusalem and the Temple; the 
scattering of the Jews—all these are unmistakable witnesses. 
By the Bible we know that God loves sinners. His gracious 
promise in the day of Adam’s fall; his longsuffering in the 
time of Noah; his deliverance of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt; his gift of the law at Mount Sinai; his bringing the 
tribes into the promised land; his forbearance in the days of 
the Judges and Kings; his repeated warnings by the mouth 
of his prophets; his restoration of Israel after the Babylonian 
captivity; his sending his Son into the world, in due time, to 
be crucified; his commanding the gospel to be preached to 
the Gentiles; all these are speaking facts.

By the Bible we learn that God knows all things. We see him 
foretelling things hundreds and thousands of years before 
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they take place, and as he foretells, so it comes to pass. He 
foretold that the family of Ham should be a servant of serv-
ants, that Tyre should become a rock for drying nets, that 
Nineveh should become a desolation, that Babylon should be 
made a desert, that Egypt should be the basest of kingdoms, 
that Edom should be forsaken and uninhabited, and that the 
Jews should not be reckoned among the nations. All these 
things were utterly unlikely and improbable. Yet all have been 
fulfilled. Once more I say, how vast and important is all this 
knowledge! Can this Book be the work of uninspired man? 
Let us try to answer that question.

The Bible alone teaches us that God has made a full, perfect, 
and complete provision for the salvation of fallen man. It tells of 
an atonement made for the sin of the world, by the sacrifice 
and death of God’s own Son upon the cross. It tells us that by 
his death for sinners, as their substitute, he obtained eternal 
redemption for all that believe on him.

The claims of God’s broken law have now been satisfied. 
Christ has suffered for sin, the just for the unjust. God can 
now be just, and yet the justifier of the ungodly. It tells us 
that there is now a complete remedy for the guilt of sin, even 
the precious blood of Christ; and peace, and rest of conscience 
for all who believe on Christ. ‘Whosoever believeth on him 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life.’ It tells us that 
there is a complete remedy for the power of sin, even the 
almighty grace of the Spirit of Christ. It shows us the Holy 
Ghost quickening believers, and making them new creatures. 
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It promises a new heart and a new nature to all who will 
hear Christ’s voice, and follow him. Once more I say, how 
important is this knowledge! What should we know of all 
this comfortable truth without the Bible? Can this book be 
the composition of uninspired men? Let us try to answer 
that question.

The Bible alone explains the state of things that we see in 
the world around us. There are many things on earth which 
a natural man cannot explain. The amazing inequality of 
conditions, the poverty and distress, the oppression and 
persecution, the shakings and tumults, the failures of statesmen 
and legislators, the constant existence of uncured evils and 
abuses, all these things are often puzzling to him. He sees, 
but does not understand. But the Bible makes it all clear.

The Bible can tell him that the whole world lieth in 
wickedness, that the prince of the world, the devil, is 
everywhere, and that it is vain to look for perfection in the 
present order of things. The Bible will tell him that neither 
laws nor education can ever change men’s hearts, and that 
just as no man will ever make a machine work well unless 
he allows for friction, so also no man will do much good in 
the world unless he always remembers that human nature is 
fallen, and that the world he works in is full of sin.

The Bible will tell him that there is ‘a good time’ certainly 
coming, and coming perhaps sooner than people expect it, a 
time of perfect knowledge, perfect justice, perfect happiness, 
and perfect peace.
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But the Bible will tell him this time shall not be brought 
in by any power but that of Christ coming to earth again. 
And for that second coming of Christ, the Bible will tell 
him to prepare. Once more, I say, how important is all 
this knowledge! All these are things which men could find 
nowhere except in the Scriptures. We have probably not the 
least idea how little we should know about these things if 
we had not the Bible.

We hardly know the value of the air we breathe, and the 
sun which shines on us, because we have never known what 
it is to be without them. We do not value the truths on which 
I have been just now dwelling because we do not realize the 
darkness of men to whom these truths have not been revealed. 
Surely no tongue can fully tell the value of the treasures this 
one volume contains. Set down that fact in your mind, and 
do not forget it. The extraordinary contents of the Bible are 
a great fact which can only be explained by admitting its 
inspiration. Mark well what I say. It is a simple broad fact 
that, in the matter of its contents, the Bible stands entirely 
alone, and no other book is fit to be named in the same day 
with it. He that dares to say the Bible is not inspired, let him 
give a reasonable account of this fact, if he can.

2. The Unity and Harmony of the Bible’s Contents
It is another fact that there is an extraordinary unity and 
harmony in the contents of the Bible which is entirely above 
man. We all know how difficult it is to get a story told by 




