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INTRODUCTION

T

HIS little book deals with questions relating to
a call to ministry, theological training, and entry
into pastoral work. It comes out of my own experiences
as student, pastor, and seminary teacher. I came from
a pastor’s family, so I had the advantage of seeing my
father carrying out ministry. We often had other pastors or missionaries staying in our home, and, e specially
after my conversion as a teenager, I learned much from
conversations with them. Later, I was helped in many
pastoral situations by knowing how my father had
acted in similar ones in his ministry.
My aim, when I sensed God’s call to service in the
ministry, was to be a pastor of a local church. That has
always remained my aim, even though I have spent many
years teaching in colleges and seminaries. I have never
made the disjunction between pastor and scholar, as
throughout my teaching career I have been active both
in the local and wider church, engaging in preaching
and pastoral work. I have tried to give p
 ractical advice
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that may help those who are contemplating studying
for the ministry, or those already in training, or early in
the ministry.
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1
Coming to Faith

B

EFORE dealing with questions relating to a call to
the ministry, theological courses, and settling into a
congregation as pastor, matters relating to our standing
with God have to be faced. You need to know that you
are right with God if you are going to call others into
obedience to Christ.
a. According to the New Testament, calling to the
ministry is a work of God. Hence, making decisions
regarding it is not just a matter of the human mind
working out all the positives and negatives about it.
While the mind has to be involved, it must be informed
by the operation of God’s Holy Spirit. Divine work
requires a divine calling.
b. There is no place in ministry for an unconverted
pastor. No one who is unsure about his relationship

[1]

PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
with God should consider the Christian ministry. It is
a divinely ordained task of proclaiming the gospel of
God’s grace in Christ. It is a task for those who have
come to faith in the Lord Jesus and who know the
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. To enter the
ministry without a work of God in the heart and life is
completely alien to the New Testament. Serving in ministry will not lead to your own conversion. It requires
prior experience of God’s grace in Christ.
c. Self-examination is a biblical directive. You need
to examine yourself whether you are in the faith (2 Cor.
13:5). This biblical injunction must be heeded. It is not
for others to tell you that you are converted; you have
to tell them. It is not without reason that Scottish Presbyterian churches often, in the past, prescribed William
Guthrie’s book, The Christian’s Great Interest, for student reading early in the course of study.1

1
William Guthrie, The Christian’s Great Interest (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1982).
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2
The Call to the Ministry

T

HE Christian ministry is a great work. Warren and
David Wiersbe say concerning it: ‘be encouraged—
the ministry is a great calling, and with God’s help, you
will make it’.1 But to take encouragement, you need to
know what exactly is involved in ministry and how you
become convinced that the ministry is God’s plan for
your life.
The New Testament does not have a definition of
‘ministry’. Instead it gives us examples of ministry, and
instructions that help us focus on its major aspects.
Preaching and teaching are clearly central—‘preach the
word’—for that is the communication of God’s truth
to men by men with the express purpose of producing
behavioural change. In other words, presentation of the
1
Warren W. Wiersbe and David W. Wiersbe, Making Sense of the
Ministry: How to Apply Your Education to the Pastorate (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1983), p. 28.
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