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The elderly man sat at his table, writing.  He wrote page after page.   
   Sometimes he paused.  For a few minutes he seemed to be thinking about 

something far away, but then he turned back to his writing.  He must finish 
his great book.   

He had been planning to write this book for several years now.  By the time 
he had completed it there would be five volumes and he hoped that God 
would give him the strength he needed to finish his work.  He had almost 
reached the end of volume three.
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He wrote another sentence, and then paused once more to read over the    
   last words he had written.  Why did they make him think of his old 

friend Florinius?  ‘Oh, Florinius’, he sighed, ‘Will you ever read these 
words?’

The man put his pen down.  In his imagination he travelled back in time, and 
covered many miles until he dreamt he was back home in the city of Smyrna 
as a boy again . . . studying in a classroom, with another boy,  
called Florinius, and their teacher.  

He remembered what he had thought the first time he had seen the older boy: 
‘I wonder who that is with the teacher?’   It all seemed as clear in his mind 
as if it had happened only a week ago.  ‘Oh, Florinius!’ he sighed again.  
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He knew the things he had learned from the teacher had helped to shape  
   his whole life.  ‘Yes’, he thought, ‘that’s why I can remember my  

teenage years more clearly than some of the events that happened last week!’  
The man turned back to his papers and started writing another sentence.  

You can tell that this man was a deep thinker, can’t you?  Who was he?  
What was he writing about, and who had the much loved teacher been?

The name of the man writing at the table was Irenaeus (Ir-en-ay-us).  Ire-
naeus was living, in the second century A.D., in the town of Lyons.  Lyons 

was in the area of the Roman Empire called Gaul.  (Today Lyons is the 
second largest city in the country we now call France.) 

But when Irenaeus had first met Florinius along with the teacher, they had 
all been living in Smyrna, many hundreds of miles away.   

So why had Irenaeus moved so far away from home? 
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Irenaeus had become a Christian when he was a boy.  He had trusted in    
  Jesus as his Saviour and had given his life to him as his Lord. 

       His friends in the church in Smyrna had seen how much he wanted to
          serve Jesus.  They had helped him through the years.  They had all 
             believed that the Lord was calling Irenaeus to be a missionary   
                church planter in far-away Gaul. 

He had come to the city of Lyons and become an elder, or leader, in the 
church.  A wonderful man called Photinus was the bishop, the minister who 
led the church.  In fact, both Photinus and Irenaeus were church-planting 
ministers.

Irenaeus loved the Lord Jesus and his people.  He also loved to preach and 
teach from the Bible.  It was still less than one hundred and fifty years since 
Jesus had died on the cross and risen again to save his people.  

Since then, of course, 
Jesus’ disciples had gone 
all over the world preaching 
the gospel.  

Now there were hundreds 
and hundreds of Christian 
churches. 

But the apostles of Jesus 
had done something 
else too.  

They had written 
the New Testament.  
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Photinus and Irenaeus both loved to preach to the church in Lyons and to 
teach the message of the New Testament.  They would read, and then 
explain, passages from the Gospels, or from the Letters of the apostles.  
Then they would help their friends to understand the meaning of the 
amazing Book of Revelation that had been written by the Apostle John.  
The Christians in Lyons felt that God had really blessed them!  They wanted 
to have Photinus and Irenaeus as their ministers for as long as possible!

Irenaeus’s friends noticed something special about him.  He was very  
   clever.  He thought very deeply about the gospel.  He was able to  

understand it.  But more than that . . . he was able to explain it very clearly 
to others. 
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When there were disagreements about things people could go to Irenaeus to 
ask him for help.  That was especially important because there were teachers 
who did not understand the gospel and whose teaching was false.

One group of people who were teaching different things from the other  
   churches were called Montanists.  They were named after one of their 

leaders, a man called Montanus.  They were setting up their own churches 
and were causing concern to other Christians.

Some people were asking,
‘Are the Montanists 
teaching what God’s 
Word says, or 
are they not? 

Are they right, or
are they wrong?’

Whenever Irenaeus 
was asked that 
kind of question,
he would give 
a little smile, 
and then 
say quietly, 
‘Well, what do 
the Scriptures 
say about this?’  

That was a 
good answer.
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The bishop in the church at Rome, whose name was Eleutherus, decided 
that he should ask other bishops to send one of their most able ministers 

to a conference where they could agree together on what the Bible really 
taught.  Who do you think was chosen to go from Lyons?  Yes, it was Ire-
naeus. 

So off went Irenaeus on the long journey from Lyons to Rome, the capital 
city of the Roman Empire. 

It must have been an amazing
experience for him to be with 
the other bishops.  

He met bishop 
Eleutherus 
and many 
other Christian 
leaders.  Everyone 
saw how well he 
understood the gospel.  
Perhaps some of them 
may even have said to him, 
‘Irenaeus, you need to 
write a book to help 
us and all of the 
churches!’

At the 
end of the 
conference, 
Irenaeus set 
out on the 
long journey 
back home to Lyons.  
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But something had happened while he was away . . .

The Roman Emperors did not want to trust Jesus and have 
him as their own Lord, and they did not like Christians.  

They were afraid that members of Jesus’ kingdom might be 
their enemies so they sometimes tried to destroy the church.  

The persecutors were very clever.  They realised that the best 
way to try to destroy the church was by getting rid of the church 
leaders.  That was what had happened in Lyons.

Bishop Photinus, Irenaeus’s dear friend, had been accused of not 
obeying the Emperor.  

   He had been tried by the Romans, 
      found guilty, 
         and then executed. 

The enemies of Jesus thought that if they could 
get rid of the shepherds then the sheep would simply 
drift away. 

Bishop Photinus had 
believed that if the Roman
authorities made him a 
martyr, the Lord Jesus 
would give his church another 
bishop.  He was sure 
he knew who that would be.  

So he had died, trusting 
   the Lord Jesus to keep 
      building the church in Lyons. 
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Some of those who were in the church became so frightened that they  
   gave up being Christians.   

   
        But others stood firm and became even stronger.

The Christians in Lyons were very sad that Photinus had suffered.  But they 
knew he had gone to be with the Lord Jesus.  They did not stop being  
followers of the Lord Jesus!  

And they decided that the Lord had already given them their next bishop.

   Yes, it was Irenaeus!

Can you imagine what Irenaeus must have felt like 
when he was told that he was to take the place of 

his friend who had just been martyred?    
      
                                  He had prayed like this:

‘Heavenly Father, you have given me these great 
honours.  First you gave me new life through your 
Son, Jesus.  Then you gave me a great teacher in 
Smyrna.  Then you gave me bishop Photinus, a 
wonderful friend who gave his all for you.  

And now you have called me to take care of the 
people my friend loved.  They are your sheep.  

I will serve you with all my strength.  I love them 
and am willing to be their shepherd.’

And so Irenaeus became the bishop of Lyons.




