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Foreword

To Cathy,
My greatest g�ft from the Lord:

Many women have done excellently,  
but you surpass them all. 

To M�r�am, Bryan and Cathar�ne:

May God give you wisdom to walk in his ways  
and the grace to live life abundantly. 
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Foreword

There �s a long and honourable trad�t�on �n the Engl�sh-speak-
�ng world of lawyers who have d�st�ngu�shed themselves not 

only �n the�r profess�on as attorneys, but �n the exemplary way �n 
wh�ch they have served the�r c�t�es, states and nat�ons w�th great 
d�st�nct�on.

The southern states of what �s now the Un�ted States of Amer�ca 
have been marked by men �n the legal profess�on who have been 
d�st�ngu�shed by the�r Chr�st�an character, the�r role �n the church, 
the�r leadersh�p �n the�r home, and all of th�s grounded �n the�r 
love for the m�n�stry of God’s Word and the�r d�sc�pl�ned personal 
read�ng and study of �t. The�r Chr�st�an fa�th has dr�ven the�r pro-
fess�onal l�ves s�mply because fa�th �n Chr�st has been the dr�v�ng 
force of the whole of the�r l�ves.

Kenneth W�ngate belongs to th�s noble company. H�s call�ng �s 
to pract�ce law �n Columb�a, South Carol�na. H�s pass�on �s to love 
and serve the Lord Jesus Chr�st. He has done th�s w�th grace and 
thoroughness �n the concentr�c spheres of h�s l�fe: fam�ly, church, 
profess�on, c�ty and state.  

A Father’s Gift g�ves h�nts of these c�rcles of l�fe w�thout deta�l�ng 
the extent to wh�ch �ts author has been trusted to serve �n them 
w�th d�st�nct�on.  It has been wr�tten, essent�ally, for h�s own fam-
�ly—not least for h�mself as a means of clar�fy�ng the respons�b�l�t�es 
and pr�v�leges he has shared w�th h�s w�fe Cathy for the Chr�st�an 
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nurtur�ng of the�r ch�ldren. It �s �n the truest sense a father’s g�ft to 
h�s own fam�ly, and our pr�v�lege as readers to be able to eavesdrop 
on the counsel Ken has m�ned from the w�sdom of God’s Word, 
and espec�ally from the book of Proverbs.  The fru�t of all th�s, as 
I am able to test�fy from personal fr�endsh�p—although perhaps 
M�r�am, Bryan, and Cathar�ne would rather I left the�r names out 
of th�s foreword!—�s the reproduct�on, by God’s Word and Sp�r�t, 
of Chr�st�an character—and ‘characters’.

Many young parents today are bes�de themselves w�th anx�et�es 
about the�r ch�ldren, and, sadly, confus�on too about how to 
nurture them. The ongo�ng add�ct�on of our t�mes to the heresy 
of modern�ty (‘the latest book, or guru, �s l�kely to have �t r�ght’) 
and �ts proud reject�on—and �gnorance—of the tested and tr�ed 
w�sdom of the past, �nev�tably leads to dysfunct�on �n home and 
fam�ly l�fe.  Sadly, the older, w�ser counsel of God’s Word—and 
espec�ally of the book of Proverbs—�s unknown or neglected. Yet 
Proverbs was composed spec�fically as a manual for home and 
fam�ly �nstruct�on, and to prepare us for l�fe �n the world. It �s 
a d�v�nely g�ven handbook to help parents.  Indeed �t appears to 
beg�n, as Old Testament theolog�an Bruce Waltke has �ns�ghtfully 
shown, w�th a ser�es of bas�c ‘father-son’ talks (eas�ly translated 
�nto father-daughter or mother-daughter talks!).  These are then 
followed by a m�n�ature l�brary of w�sdom expressed �n memorable 
—and eas�ly memor�zed—ways.

Proverbs—and Ken W�ngate follow�ng �t—does not prov�de a 
mechan�cal, formal�zed, slot mach�ne approach to bu�ld�ng Chr�s-
t�an character (do X and Y �s guaranteed). Rather �t shows us the 
way to possess the jewel of all jewels �n a well-adorned l�fe: w�sdom 
that �s rooted �n the knowledge of, and reverent�al love for, God. 
‘The beg�nn�ng of w�sdom �s th�s: get w�sdom, and whatever you 
get, get �ns�ght’ (Prov. 4:7).  From chapter 1 these parent-ch�ld 
talks po�nt us to the�r fru�t �n manly godl�ness and the�r express�on 
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�n the godly fem�n�n�ty w�th wh�ch the book closes �n chapter 31.  
That �s why Proverbs has proved to be worth �ts we�ght �n gold �n 
every age and culture. Ken W�ngate now br�ngs �t �nto our needy 
culture, and I for one am grateful to h�m for shar�ng h�s g�ft as a 
father w�th other fathers—and mothers, and sons and daughters 
too.

Here then �s a book for parents to read on the�r own; for teen-
agers to read on the�r own; for parents and teenagers, who are w�ll-
�ng to take the fam�ly challenge, to read round the table after d�n-
ner or on other occas�ons.  It po�nts us to God’s way.  It prom�ses 
us God’s grace. What could be better for us than that?

Sinclair B. Ferguson
F�rst Presbyter�an Church,

Columb�a, 
South Carol�na 
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Author’s Preface

It was Chr�stmas morn�ng, 1996. Our extended fam�ly—three 
generat�ons of W�ngates and Edwards—had gathered at the 

farm we call ‘L�mer�ck’. F�fteen people, three Labrador Retr�evers, 
and a cat scurr�ed around the fest�vely decorated farmhouse. A fire 
crackled �n the fireplace. I v�v�dly remember every deta�l of that 
cold, beaut�ful, no�sy morn�ng.

The ch�ldren were exc�ted, g�ft wrapp�ng was fly�ng, dogs’ ta�ls 
were wagg�ng, Chr�stmas mus�c was play�ng. But �n the m�dst of 
the revelry someth�ng was m�ss�ng. Somehow the n�cely wrapped 
g�fts, though beaut�ful, seemed a l�ttle empty. The real agenda of 
the day was not yet accompl�shed. 

I went for a sol�tary walk �n the woods, and as I walked I prayed 
out loud: ‘Lord, what �s the best g�ft I can g�ve my ch�ldren for 
Chr�stmas? What present w�ll truly last?’ My �mmed�ate �mpres-
s�on was, ‘Wr�te them a book on l�fe’s most �mportant lessons.’

In the days and weeks that followed, I searched the Scr�ptures, 
ask�ng myself what lessons a father ought to pass on to h�s ch�l-
dren. I kept go�ng back to th�s passage from Proverbs:

Hear, my son, your father’s �nstruct�on, and forsake not your mother’s 
teach�ng, for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants 
for your neck (1:8-9).
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What �nstruct�ons? What teach�ng? Thus I began s�ft�ng through 
and summar�z�ng the lessons of Proverbs. What are �ts key pr�n-
c�ples? What words of w�sdom d�d the father �mpart to h�s sons 
and daughters?

The longer I’ve stud�ed, the more I am capt�vated by the pract�-
cal w�sdom of the book of Proverbs. It reveals the path to abundant 
l�fe—and that �s prec�sely the g�ft I want to g�ve my ch�ldren!

Twelve years and many l�fe events later, here �s the g�ft I’ve been 
mak�ng. It �s really a personal g�ft for my three ch�ldren, M�r�am, 
Bryan and Cathar�ne, but I am more than happy to share �t w�th 
anyone who cares to eavesdrop on our conversat�on.

Ken Wingate
Columb�a,

South Carol�na
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Abundant Life: 
Introduction to Proverbs

I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
( John 10:10)

We all want the most out of l�fe. But wh�ch path leads to the 
abundance Jesus prom�sed? 

For some people, abundance �s measured �n dollars. Long hours, 
hard work, and do�ng whatever �t takes to get ahead becomes the�r 
path of cho�ce. For others, atta�n�ng power, mak�ng a name for 
themselves, or max�m�z�ng le�sure and pleasure �s the�r goal. Per-
haps many have no spec�fic a�m but just float down the r�ver of l�fe, 
hop�ng to avo�d the rocks. Each preferred path leads to a mult�tude 
of consequences. But at the end of the day, what really sat�sfies the 
soul? How do we make the best cho�ces �n l�fe? 

The B�ble teaches that God created us w�th a spec�fic goal for 
our l�fe. F�nd�ng the path that leads to that goal, and st�ck�ng to 
�t, �s what w�ll make us truly happy. True success �n l�fe means 
fa�thfully fulfill�ng that purpose. And that �s what Scr�pture �s all 
about—�t �s the only trustworthy gu�de that w�ll fa�thfully d�rect us 
along the whole of l�fe’s way. God told Joshua, 
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Th�s Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you 
shall med�tate on �t day and n�ght, so that you may be careful to do 
accord�ng to all that �s wr�tten �n �t. For then you w�ll make your 
way prosperous, and then you w�ll have good success (Josh. 1:8). 

The psalm�st wrote, ‘Your word �s a lamp to my feet and a l�ght to 
my path’ (Psa. 119:105). But of all the books �n the B�ble, Proverbs 
suppl�es the most pract�cal adv�ce on choos�ng the r�ght path.

The anc�ent Hebrews had a word for the ab�l�ty to make the best  
cho�ces �n l�fe: wisdom. W�sdom �s much more than the pos-
sess�on of knowledge or �ntell�gence—�t �s l�v�ng l�fe sk�lfully. 
The w�se person makes the r�ght cho�ces, says the r�ght words, 
spends t�me and resources on the th�ngs that matter most.  The 
w�se person �s blessed—he enjoys God’s presence and approval.

The w�se person also has the r�ght perspect�ve on l�fe—he has 
a b�rd’s-eye v�ew of the maze.  It �s th�s heavenly perspect�ve that 
allows us to p�ck carefully our way around obstacles, avo�d p�tfalls, 
�dent�fy and then reach the r�ght goals. W�sdom �s the ab�l�ty to 
see l�fe as God sees �t.

The book of Proverbs �s a compend�um of w�sdom—a collect�on 
of carefully worded say�ngs �ntended to �nstruct the young, rem�nd 
the forgetful, and warn the naïve �n the ways of l�fe. Proverbs �s a 
road map for l�fe. My purpose �n wr�t�ng th�s l�ttle book �s to sum-
mar�ze some of the key pr�nc�ples found �n the book of Proverbs.  
My des�re �s that these s�mple words of sp�r�tual w�sdom w�ll be-
come the foundat�on upon wh�ch my own ch�ldren w�ll bu�ld the�r 
l�ves. For know�ng the l�v�ng and true God and humbly walk�ng 
through l�fe �n fellowsh�p w�th h�m �s the only last�ng measure of 
success and the source of real sat�sfact�on �n th�s world. 

Pres�dent Theodore Roosevelt once sa�d, ‘Character, �n the long 
run, �s the dec�s�ve factor �n the l�fe of an �nd�v�dual and of nat�ons 
al�ke.’ Good character grows out of thousands of m�nute-by-
m�nute cho�ces that favour w�sdom over folly. Sadly, our modern 
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culture much prefers personal�ty to character. Personal�ty �s a 
d�v�ne qual�ty, for God created us as �nd�v�duals. Each one of us �s 
a person created by God—un�que �n appearance, vo�ce, finger-
pr�nts, thoughts, and op�n�ons. But true �nd�v�dual�sm means hav-
�ng the freedom to serve God un�quely, not the freedom to l�ve 
�ndependently from God’s gu�dance or control. The B�ble teaches 
us that mank�nd’s pr�mary purpose �n l�fe �s to know, honour, and 
enjoy the Creator. Ind�v�dual�sm �s necessary to fulfil that pur-
pose, but �t means freedom to do the r�ght th�ng—not freedom to 
do whatever we m�ght choose. 

There are moral laws just as there are phys�cal laws �n th�s un�-
verse. An object dropped from a table w�ll fall to the floor thanks 
to the law of grav�ty. Anyone who �gnores the law of grav�ty does 
so at h�s own r�sk! L�kew�se, th�s un�verse has �ts moral laws. A 
person who �gnores God’s moral laws also does so at h�s own r�sk. 
D�sregard for God’s laws �s called s�n �n Scr�pture (the Greek 
word for s�n bas�cally means to ‘m�ss the mark’, to ‘fall short of the 
goal’). Our culture scoffs at the concept of s�n. The vast major�ty 
today bel�eve there �s no such th�ng as absolute r�ght or wrong. 
For them r�ght and wrong are relat�ve concepts wh�ch depend 
on l�fe’s var�ous s�tuat�ons. Yet Scr�pture teaches that there are 
truths wh�ch are absolute and eternal and behav�oural gu�del�nes 
wh�ch have been orda�ned by the Creator. The w�se person follows 
God’s �nstruct�ons, but the fool d�sregards them and follows h�s 
own des�res. The w�se w�ll find abundance, but the fool�sh w�ll 
find empt�ness. S�n—the consc�ous cho�ce to depart from God’s 
path and to go our own way—may seem ent�c�ng, but �t leads to 
destruct�on.
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Which Gate Marks the Path?
Scr�pture sets before us two paths. The path of self-rel�ance 

leads ult�mately to destruct�on and ru�n, whereas the path of God-
 rel�ance leads to abundance. ‘Trust �n the Lord w�th all your 
heart, and do not lean on your own understand�ng. In all your ways 
acknowledge h�m, and he w�ll make stra�ght your paths’ (Prov. 3:5-
6). The cho�ce of wh�ch path to follow makes all the d�fference �n 
the world. ‘There �s a way that seems r�ght to a man, but �ts end �s 
the way to death’ (14:12).

L�fe’s two paths—self-rel�ance and God-rel�ance—are each 
entered through the�r respect�ve gates. 

Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate �s w�de and the way �s easy 
that leads to destruct�on, and those who enter by �t are many. For 
the gate �s narrow and the way �s hard that leads to l�fe, and those 
who find �t are few (Matt. 7:13-14). 

What �s the ‘narrow’ gate? In h�s parable of the sheepfold, Jesus 
sa�d, ‘I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he w�ll be saved and w�ll 
go �n and out and find pasture’ (John 10:9). On another occas�on 
he sa�d, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the l�fe. No one comes 
to the Father except through me’ (14:6). The ‘broad’ gate �s easy to 
find because �t marks the path of self-rel�ance. It �s the eas�est gate 
to enter because �t stands at the head of the most natural path for 
us to choose, the w�de way that never demands the sacr�fice of 
self as one’s master. Do�ng whatever pleases self �s l�fe’s easy path, 
but, accord�ng to the Lord Jesus, �t ‘leads to destruct�on’.

Where Does the Path Begin?
Every journey beg�ns w�th a s�ngle step, and know�ng the l�v-

�ng God �s the first step on the way to an abundant l�fe. ‘The fear 
of the Lord �s the beg�nn�ng of w�sdom, and the knowledge of the 
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Holy One �s �ns�ght’ (Prov. 9:10). Our pr�mary goal �n l�fe must be 
to l�ve �n the fear of the Lord, to know the Holy One. That �s what 
Proverbs teaches us. Derek K�dner wr�tes: ‘a sense of purpose and 
call�ng l�fts the teach�ng of Proverbs above the pursu�t of success or 
tranqu�ll�ty, clear of the confines of . . . dry moral�sm, �nto the realm 
of know�ng the l�v�ng God “�n all (one’s) ways”.’� As the Westmin
ster Shorter Catechism says, ‘Man’s ch�ef end �s to glor�fy God, and 
to enjoy h�m forever.’ Knowledge of our Creator and the way he 
has ordered h�s world �s not only the means to successful l�v�ng, but 
know�ng and enjoy�ng h�m �s �n �tself the ult�mate goal.

What does Proverbs mean when �t says that th�s enjoyable  
relat�onsh�p beg�ns w�th ‘fear�ng the Lord’? In part the fear of 
the Lord means awe and respect, but �t also means much more 
than that. It �s an awareness that God �s present w�th us, watch�ng 
everyth�ng we do, say, and even th�nk. ‘For a man’s ways are before 
the eyes of the Lord, and he ponders all h�s paths’ (5:21). The 
 B�ble teaches clearly that God �s an ever-present sp�r�t who knows 
everyth�ng that happens. He �s everywhere at once, and noth�ng  
escapes h�s attent�on. Th�s �s a great comfort for many and a great 
problem for others. ‘The eyes of the Lord are �n every place, keep-
�ng watch on the ev�l and the good’ (15:3). 

For the person who subm�ts to God’s author�ty, the awareness of 
h�s watch�ng eye �s a great comfort. L�on cubs play happ�ly under 
the watchful eye of the m�ghty l�oness, even though danger may 
be lurk�ng nearby. Her attent�ve presence ensures protect�on and 
peace. L�kew�se, no matter how dark the n�ght or how far from 
home we may be, we are never alone, for ‘the Lord of hosts �s w�th 
us’ (Psa. 46:7). 

Awareness of God’s presence also br�ngs respect for h�s author-
�ty over us. Th�s �s the ‘fear of the Lord’ for the bel�ever—a healthy 

� Derek K�dner, Proverbs: An Introduction and Commentary, (Inter-Vars�ty Press, 
1964), p. 21.
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balance between fear�ng God’s d�sc�pl�ne �f we s�n and respect�ng 
and enjoy�ng h�s presence. A sense of God’s approval grows w�th 
the awareness of h�s watchful eye upon us and a des�re to please 
h�m. As we make progress �n the way of fa�th the sense of h�s pres-
ence grows. ‘But the path of the r�ghteous �s l�ke the l�ght of dawn, 
wh�ch sh�nes br�ghter and br�ghter unt�l full day’ (4:18). As a ch�ld 
of the k�ng we have free access to the throne room of heaven. We 
l�ve l�fe da�ly �n God’s presence—respect�ng h�s author�ty over us, 
w�ll�ngly obey�ng h�m and serv�ng h�m w�th great joy. 

How can we pract�cally exper�ence th�s fear of the Lord? By 
talk�ng to God out loud or �n the qu�et recesses of the heart. By 
count�ng our bless�ngs and thank�ng h�m for all he has done. By 
reflect�ng on h�s m�ghty deeds and h�s susta�n�ng grace. By pon-
der�ng the wonders and myster�es of h�s beaut�ful creat�on. By 
p�ctur�ng h�m as a lov�ng father who del�ghts �n the ch�ldren he 
has redeemed at such great cost to h�mself. By fill�ng our m�nds 
w�th Scr�pture, w�th the b�ograph�es of great bel�evers, and w�th 
other �nsp�rat�onal l�terature. By not allow�ng the m�ndless, �nces-
sant drone of telev�s�on, �Pods or the Internet drown the soul’s 
quest for fellowsh�p w�th the Creator.  H�s �s the st�ll, small vo�ce, 
and �t can be eas�ly drowned out by the frant�c clamour of da�ly 
l�fe.  

Melts in Your Heart, not in Your Head
The New Testament sheds more l�ght on how we find w�sdom 

and l�fe: ‘If the Sp�r�t of h�m who ra�sed Jesus from the dead dwells 
�n you, he who ra�sed Chr�st Jesus from the dead w�ll also g�ve l�fe 
to your mortal bod�es through h�s Sp�r�t who dwells �n you’ (Rom. 
8:11). It �s not head knowledge (an accumulat�on of facts and ex-
per�ences), but heart knowledge that makes us w�se and g�ves us 
l�fe. We m�ght l�ve as long as Methuselah yet never become w�se, 
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because our natural, self-rel�ant ways of l�fe and thought are so 
very d�fferent from God’s ways. The Apostle Paul spent h�s early 
years study�ng and tra�n�ng h�s m�nd �n the Law, but �t was not 
unt�l he had an encounter w�th Jesus on the road to Damascus 
that the l�ght dawned on h�m. A personal encounter w�th the l�v-
�ng God �nstantly transformed and re-ordered h�s great store of 
knowledge. In later years he wrote to the church:

and my speech and my message were not �n plaus�ble words of w�s-
dom, but �n demonstrat�on of the Sp�r�t and of power,  that your 
fa�th m�ght not rest �n the w�sdom of men but �n the power of 
God . . . Now we have rece�ved not the sp�r�t of the world, but the 
Sp�r�t who �s from God, that we m�ght understand the th�ngs freely 
g�ven us by God. And we �mpart th�s �n words not taught by hu-
man w�sdom but taught by the Sp�r�t, �nterpret�ng sp�r�tual truths 
to those who are sp�r�tual. The natural person does not accept the 
th�ngs of the Sp�r�t of God, for they are folly to h�m, and he �s not 
able to understand them because they are sp�r�tually d�scerned ( 
Cor. 2:4-14).  

Proverbs does not g�ve us a book of rules—do’s and don’ts—that 
�f followed w�ll w�n us favour w�th God. H�s mercy and favour are 
freely g�ven to all who s�mply trust h�m. Along w�th forg�veness 
God also g�ves us h�s Sp�r�t to dwell w�th�n us, and to change us 
from the �ns�de out.  

Our day to day character and conduct are merely external �n-
d�cators of the �nner cond�t�on of our soul. We cannot earn God’s 
favour by do�ng good th�ngs and by act�ng w�sely,: we cannot l�ft 
ourselves up by our own boot straps. We cannot w�n God’s favour 
by be�ng the r�ght k�nd of person. We must first rece�ve God’s 
grace �n Chr�st Jesus wh�ch w�ll br�ng us �nto a r�ght relat�onsh�p 
w�th God. That �s the first step �n the journey to abundant l�fe. 
Unless we are on that path, w�th Chr�st our Sav�our, we are not go-
�ng to fulfil the purpose for wh�ch we were created: know�ng and 
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enjoy�ng God �n all our ways. The great �rony �s that only �n los�ng 
ourselves do we find ourselves, together w�th l�fe’s greatest joys. 

We Are What We Eat
Our behav�our—what we say and do—comes from what we 

th�nk. What we th�nk �s �nfluenced largely by what we feed our 
m�nds. What we read, hear and watch has a profound effect on 
how we govern and d�rect our �nner emot�ons and thoughts. We 
are what we eat!

My assumpt�on �s that the Holy B�ble �s exactly what �t cla�ms 
to be—the �nsp�red word of the God who made us. ‘For the word 
of God �s l�v�ng and act�ve, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
p�erc�ng to the d�v�s�on of soul and of sp�r�t, of jo�nts and of mar-
row, and d�scern�ng the thoughts and �ntent�ons of the heart’ (Heb. 
4:12). Therefore, �t �s the only author�tat�ve gu�de for l�fe as God 
�ntends �t. What �s further, God gave �t to us for the very purpose 
of �nstruct�ng us �n the proper use and care of our l�fe, someth�ng 
ak�n to an owner’s manual. ‘All Scr�pture �s breathed out by God 
and profitable for teach�ng, for reproof, for correct�on, and for 
tra�n�ng �n r�ghteousness,  that the man of God may be compe-
tent, equ�pped for every good work’ ( Tim. 3:16-17). The B�ble 
�s perfectly rel�able and �nherently profitable for tra�n�ng us—for 
gu�d�ng us along the best path of l�fe. 

The Shorter Catechism teaches us that the ‘Scr�ptures pr�nc�pally 
teach what man �s to bel�eve concern�ng God, and what dut�es 
God requ�res of man.’ Proverbs �s not a book of the B�ble that 
focuses pr�mar�ly on theology—what we are to bel�eve concern-
�ng God—yet �t sheds l�ght on two of God’s most s�gn�ficant at-
tr�butes. F�rst, �t teaches that God �s omn�sc�ent, know�ng not only 
our outward behav�our but also our �nner thoughts and mot�ves. 
‘For a man’s ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he ponders 



9

Abundant Life: Introduction to Proverbs

all h�s paths’ (5:21). Second, �t teaches that God act�vely gu�des 
and protects us, �mpart�ng w�sdom to those who seek h�m. ‘For the 
Lord g�ves w�sdom; from h�s mouth come knowledge and under-
stand�ng;  he stores up sound w�sdom for the upr�ght; he �s a sh�eld 
to those who walk �n �ntegr�ty’ (2:6-7). 

Proverbs’ focus falls pr�mar�ly on the second part of the Cate
chism’s answer: the ‘dut�es God requ�res of man’. What does God 
requ�re �n terms of our att�tudes and act�ons �n da�ly l�v�ng—the 
th�ngs we value, how we use our t�me, how we treat our fr�ends 
and ne�ghbours, how we speak to others, how well we control our 
appet�tes, how we manage our finances, etc.? Regard�ng these �m-
portant �ssues Proverbs prov�des us w�th a treasure trove of pract�-
cal w�sdom. 

To l�ve abundantly we must be people of the Book. The hab�t 
of regular B�ble read�ng �s foundat�onal to success and fulfilment 
�n l�fe. The more we read, study and memor�ze Scr�pture, the more 
�t w�ll shape our worldv�ew and govern our conduct. ‘B�nd them 
on your heart always; t�e them around your neck. When you walk, 
they w�ll lead you; when you l�e down, they w�ll watch over you; 
and when you awake, they w�ll talk w�th you. For the command-
ment �s a lamp and the teach�ng a l�ght, and the reproofs of d�sc�-
pl�ne are the way of l�fe’ (6:21-23). 

Let’s look at some of the major �ssues addressed by Proverbs. 
My hope �s that you w�ll keep them cont�nually �n m�nd as you 
nav�gate your way. They w�ll gu�de you �nto the abundant l�fe.

Key Principle: The ‘fear of the Lord’ is the first step on the 
path to abundant life.  

 


