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PART ONE: 
THE FUTURE IS NOW

CHAPTER 1: 
‘HOPE NURTURED BY THE WORD’

PAGES 3-11

1. How can we account for the many differing interpre-
tations among Christians with regard to the end times?

2. What’s the most important thing to remember when 
approaching the subject of the end times?

3. How can we best avoid disorientation about the 
future?

4. Will ‘Paradise lost’ become simply ‘Paradise re-
gained’? Why or why not? Explore how the original cir-
cumstances in Paradise compare with the new heavens and 
new earth in Revelation 22.
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5. What characterizes the believer’s expectation for the 
future?

6. What do you think it is about contemporary culture 
that gives us such a keen interest in the future? In what 
ways does our culture manifest an interest in the future?

7. As Christians, how can we ensure that we avoid an 
unhealthy speculation about the future?

8. How does the fact that Christ is Lord over history 
affect the way we view not only the past, but especially 
the future?

9. What is the difference between the way the Bible 
foretells the future and the modern practice of fortune 
telling (e.g. palm reading, fortunes, psychic hotlines, etc.)? 
Why do you think that God forbids his people to seek the 
future through the agency of mediums or psychics?

10. In spite of all that we hear in the news, why may 
Christians regard the future as bright?
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CHAPTER 2: 
‘THE FIRST COMING OF THE LORD’

PAGES 12-32

1. The Old Testament’s teaching about the future cen-
tres on what historical events?

2. How does the Old Testament reveal the three-fold 
office of the coming Messiah?

3. What key element did the tabernacle reveal about 
the coming Messiah?

4. What is one of the most powerful and dramatic 
prophecies regarding the establishment of the kingdom 
of God?

5. Who will be included in the restoration of the people 
of God?

6. In what two ways does the Old Testament describe 
the ‘day of the Lord’ and of what two elements will it con-
sist?

7. How do the perspectives upon the future of Old 
Testament and New Testament believers differ?

8. How has the kingdom already come?
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9. What key event must take place in order for the 
kingdom to come to fulfilment?

10. What two events evidence the believer’s blessings 
of salvation and serve as pledges for the future?

11. Why is it significant that Matthew 1:1ff. makes an 
appeal to the history of the Old Testament?

12. Why is the Old Testament’s outlook on the future 
important for how we view the future?

13. Why is Genesis 3:15 called the ‘Mother Promise’ 
in the history of redemption?

14. How does the OT anticipate the ultimate estab-
lishment of God’s kingdom? What other events foretold 
in the OT mark the inauguration of the latter days?

15. How does the Christian live ‘between the times’?

16. What is the significance for the future of Christ’s 
coming in the New Testament?

 


