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Foreword

I

trust Paul Reynolds with my children. That’s the highest commendation I
think I could give a man. You see, like a lot of parents, my three children
are dearer to me than my own life. And, like a lot of Christian parents, I
care more about their spiritual nurture than I do most anything else in life. So,
to joyfully entrust them to Paul Reynolds as our Director of Children’s Ministry
and Discipleship means I’ve come to trust Paul’s spiritual discernment,
integrity, and teaching ability to a very high degree.
When I first met Paul Reynolds, he was visiting a couple of Caribbean
islands in anticipation of moving his family here for a work opportunity. He
phoned to ask if he could meet with me to learn more about the church. He
informed me that his family would not be making the move unless he could first
find a spiritually suitable congregation of saints with whom they could worship
and live out the Christian faith. He was planning their career moves around the
local church. I thought to myself, here’s a man after my own heart.
In the several years that he has been a member of First Baptist Church of
Grand Cayman, Paul has become a dear friend and a co-laborer in the gospel.
Such trust is not a blind trust. I’ve watched Paul as a father with his own children.
I’ve seen his faithfulness to his son and daughter in leading family worship,
volunteering to coach their athletic teams, meeting with their teachers and
principals, lovingly correcting them when they err, encouraging them when
they doubt or struggle, and pointing them to Christ Jesus our Savior in all of
it. I’ve had the privilege of praying with him for his children’s salvation and
Christian assurance. When we’ve traveled together, I’ve listened to his longing
to be with his family or witnessed the sudden spark of childlike joy when he
could find that perfect gift or token of love for his children. I’ve observed him
with his children in his home, in the church, and in the community.
I’ve witnessed his love for his wife. Someone once said that we could give
our children no better gift than to love their mothers. I think Paul gets that.
That’s why it was not difficult for me to envision Paul joining the church’s
staff as our Director of Children’s Ministry. He’d already been happily serving
in children’s ministry on Sunday mornings for some time. Before joining staff,

he regularly took time out of his day to speak at our church school’s morning
chapel. He would serve the church’s children for weeks at a time in Vacation
Bible School. He not only loved his own children, but also wanted the best for
all the children in our care and in our reach.
The book you hold in your hands is forged in the fires of love for the Savior
and for children. It’s written by the grandson of pioneering missionaries to
China and the son of a faithful pastor in England. It’s written by a man with
deep passion for the Word of God, who believes our children should know the
Scriptures better than they know the players on their favorite sports teams or
the characters from their favorite television program. It’s written by a regular
husband and father who struggles to keep family devotion engaging, who
sometimes misses an evening, who longs to see his children walk in the truth.
This book is written by “one of us” imperfect parents to encourage and equip
both children and their parents in this holy ambition of knowing Christ better
and loving Christ more than anything else we know and love in this world.
This book certainly doesn’t replace your or your child’s Bible. It wasn’t
written with that intent. It’s written as a companion to the Bible—to make the
Scriptures more accessible to our children and to provide a little encouragement
to us parents as we teach our children. This book rests on the conviction that
the Bible is the Word of God, that it’s sufficient for our every need in the faith,
that it’s clear and accessible, that it gives life to those who read in faith, and
that parents and the home are truly God’s “children’s church” or “youth group”
for making disciples of our young. If I know Paul at all, his wish would be
that this book would help you rest your hopes on those same convictions and
encourage you in God’s grace to teach your children God’s holy Word. I join
him in that hope.
Thabiti M. Anyabwile
First Baptist Church of Grand Cayman
June 28, 2012

INTRODUCTION
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it,
and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may
be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:14-16).
Some parts of the Bible – particularly the narrative sections – lend themselves
more easily to teaching children. And yet the Bible in its entirety is just as
much God’s gift to my ten-year-old son and six-year-old daughter as it is to my
wife and I. That’s the joy and challenge of sharing the Word with our children;
God inspired all of it to be for all of us, as he reveals different parts of Himself
in different ways in different parts of his Word.
Underpinning this is the idea that the Bible is not primarily a library or
collection, but one story: the story of how God created the world and has been
preparing a people and a creation for himself through the work of his Son Jesus
Christ. That story has taken many twists and turns and involves law, prophecy,
poetry and letters. Jesus said so himself to the two men on the road to Emmaus
in Luke 24:27: “… beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”
Often, children have so little contact with the non-narrative sections of the
Bible that they miss much of what God is saying. When they are old enough to
read the Bible for themselves, it is then natural for them to ignore those large
chunks of Scripture they are not used to. In doing so they miss much of what God
tells us about sin, and do not see God’s relentless grace and compassion painted
in broad and fine strokes across the vast canvas of Old Testament prophecy.
The reason for this book is therefore to introduce people to every book in the Bible,
and is aimed primarily at ages seven through twelve. As parents, when we teach our
children from the Bible it exposes our lack of knowledge and understanding. My
hope therefore is to also provide parents with a useful overview of Scripture to use
as a base not just for teaching their children but also for their own study.

THE FORMAT
This book can be used either by parents with younger children, or by older
children on their own. For the older children, it would be helpful for them
to have a notebook and pen handy to write down their answers to the various
questions at the end of each chapter. It can be used as a devotion with each
chapter perhaps spread over multiple days depending on the time available.
Each chapter 66 Books One Story covers a book of the Bible, with the
exceptions of Genesis and Psalms, where I use two chapters for each book; and
2 and 3 John, which I have dealt with in a single chapter.
Each chapter has a number of parts:
Sub-heading: A single-phrased motto or summary of the Bible book.
Introduction: What is of particular interest in this book? Who wrote it? When?
Overview: The book itself retold in approximately 350 words or less. Next to
the summary are paragraph numbers referenced in the ‘Learning from’ section
to show you where to find each learning point.
Most of the overview consists of paraphrased/condensed quotations from
the Bible. Where I have directly quoted from the Bible, it is printed in red.
Learning From: How does the book apply to us today? Cross-references are
included to pinpoint where the Bible teaches us these things. Some of the
questions are designed to provoke discussion, others to reinforce truths, others
to help understand where the child’s heart is. This means there are some open
and some closed questions.
Salvation Thread: An overview of how the whole book, or an example of how
part of the book fits into God’s story of salvation.
Key verse: A verse useful for memorization.
KEY WORD GLOSSARY
One challenge with trying to bring the language of a reliable and accurate
retelling of Scripture to children is vocabulary. The temptation is to remove all
words that children will not already be familiar with through school and friends,
but this involves reducing or obscuring the meaning of some fundamental
biblical concepts.

Where possible therefore I have tried to keep the vocabulary unchallenging
in order to smooth the way to understanding, but have also chosen to retain
a number of key biblical words. For example, ‘repent’. Alternative and more
child-friendly words miss the aspects of turning away from our sinful attitudes
towards God and wanting to love him through obedience.
To help with understanding these words I have included a ‘Key Word
Glossary’ at the back, including examples from Scripture of where they are
used.
I pray that God will use this book in opening up his Word so that more and
more children will know from their hearts that “all Scripture is God-breathed
and is useful …” (2 Timothy 3:16).

GENESIS 1–11
66/1

Creation to Babel: History begins, sin starts
and a Savior is promised
INTRODUCTION
• God made a perfect universe from nothing. But people spoiled it because
they thought they knew better than God, and disobeyed him. However,
God didn’t stop loving people. Moses wrote the book of Genesis (which
means, ‘beginning’), shortly before the Israelites entered the promised land
after escaping from Egypt.
• Genesis was probably written some time between 1446 and 1406 BC.
OVERVIEW
1. “In the beginning, God made everything: day and night; sea and sky; land,
plants and trees; sun, moon and stars; fish, birds and animals. Finally he
made Adam and Eve to live in a wonderful place called the Garden of Eden.
God saw that everything he had made was very good, and then he rested.”
2. “God said to Adam and Eve that they could eat from any tree except one,
but Satan, in the form of a snake, said if they ate that one fruit they would
be like God.”
3. “That sounded good, and the fruit looked tasty, so Eve ate it and then Adam.”
4. “Because Adam and Eve did not obey God he had to send them away
from the Garden. They could not now live forever. Disobeying God meant
they would have pain and one day die. Satan would hurt people, but God
promised that one day a man would be born who would beat Satan.”
5. “Many years later when there were lots of people, God saw that everyone
wanted to do bad things all the time. This made God sad because he hates
sin. He decided to start again with one man, Noah, and his family, who still
loved God and were trying to obey him.”
13
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6. “He told Noah to build a huge boat called an ark for himself and his family,
and for two of every kind of animal and seven of certain special animals. When
God flooded the earth all of the other animals and people died. Afterwards,
God used a rainbow as a symbol to promise he would never do that again.”
7. “Much later, lots of people got together and tried to build a city that would
make them look great. They thought they had a better plan than God and
didn’t want to spread over the earth as he told them to. So, God made everyone
speak different languages. Then they had to go to different places.”
LEARNING FROM GENESIS 1–11
1. God made everything perfect. It is only because of sin that there is anything
bad in the world (See overview paragraphs 1–2).
Bible references: Genesis 3:15-19; Haggai 1:9-10; Romans 5:12.
Questions: What are some of the lovely things that God has made? What
are some of the bad things that are in the world because of sin?
2. God hates sin and will not put up with it forever (See overview
paragraphs 4–6).
Bible references: Genesis 6:5-7; Proverbs 6:16-19; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9.
Questions: What bad things do you want to do? How do you feel about them?
Do you sometimes try to do things your way instead of God’s way?
3. God defeated the Devil – as he promised – through Jesus dying on the cross
and coming to life again. He still hurts people, but because of what Jesus
has done we can have our sins forgiven and not be punished (See overview
paragraph 4).
Bible references: Genesis 3:15; 1 John 3:8.
Question: Have you asked God to forgive your sin?

Salvation Thread
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15).
This is the first time in the Bible that God talks about Jesus coming. Satan hates
all people and wants to mess up God’s work, including Jesus’ mission to save us. He
thought he had won when evil men killed Jesus, but Jesus had the victory because
14
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he rose from the dead. Genesis gives us the bad news about sin and death, but it
also gives us the good news of God making a way for people to be saved.
“For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made
sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made
righteous” (Romans 5:19).
The apostle Paul compares Adam (the disobedient man) with Jesus
(the perfectly obedient man). Adam’s sin means that all have sinned. Jesus’
obedience, which includes his death, means that many people are saved.
Key Verse: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth … God
saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Genesis 1:1, 31a).

15

God told Abraham
to sacrifice Isaac and
Abraham trusted God
enough to obey.

John
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The way, the truth and the life has come to earth
INTRODUCTION
• Most of John’s best friends were killed for being Christians. He was one of
the twelve disciples. Jesus had gone back to heaven forty to seventy years
before John wrote this book. John was now an old man. He wanted to help
people understand that Jesus is the promised Messiah and truly God
• John wrote the gospel some time between AD 70 and 100, about events from
6 BC to AD 96.
OVERVIEW
1. “Jesus has been with God and is God forever. Everything was made through
him and in him is life. John the Baptist was sent by God to tell people about
Jesus so that people would believe in him.”
2. “One day when Jesus was walking through a region called Samaria, he spoke
to a woman and showed her that he is the Messiah. She told lots of people,
who came to Jesus and believed in him. Jesus told people about himself,
saying things like, ‘I and the Father are one,’107 ‘I am the bread of life,’108 the
‘light of the world’109 and ‘the way, the truth and the life.’110 ‘The only way to
get to God the Father is through me,’ he said.”
3. “He raised a man called Lazarus from the dead, and many Jews put their faith
in him. However, some leaders were afraid that if Jesus became too popular
the Romans would become even stricter with them, so they decided to kill
Jesus. Other people thought Jesus was crazy, or possessed by the Devil.”
4. “‘I have chosen you and will keep you safe with me forever,’ Jesus told
his disciples. ‘The Holy Spirit will tell people about me, and you must do
that also.’”
107
109

John 10:30
John 8:12

108
110

John 6:35
John 14:6
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5. “Later, the religious leaders arrested Jesus. Crowds of people shouted for
him to be killed because he claimed to be God. The Roman ruler gave in to
them. On the cross, Jesus said, ‘It is finished,’111 and then he allowed himself
to die. After Jesus rose from the dead, he appeared to Mary Magdalene and
to the disciples, who finally understood from the Bible that Jesus had to die
and then rise again.”
6. “Jesus did many miracles, but I have written these ones down so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name.”112
LEARNING FROM JOHN
1. Jesus is the greatest man, and he is God – the Messiah, the Son of God. He
proved this by all the miracles he did. Because Jesus is God and man, his
death on the cross means that we can be forgiven for our sins (See overview
paragraphs 1–3 and 5–6).
Bible references: John 20:31; Acts 2:22; Hebrews 10:10; 1 John 4:10.
Question: John the Baptist and the miracles of Jesus happened for the same
reason. What was that?
111
112

John 19:30
John 20:31
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2. People have different ideas about Jesus. Some don’t like him, some think
the things he said are nonsense, some think he is just a man, while others
understand and believe he is God (See overview paragraphs 1–3 and 5–6).
Bible references: John 12:12-13; 19:6-7; Hosea 13:14; 1 John 4:3.
Questions: How do you respond to Jesus? Who do you think he is?
3. To beat sin Jesus had to beat death. He did that, and proved it by
showing himself to many people when he had risen from the dead (See
overview paragraph 5).
Bible references: John 20:10–21:14; Acts 1:3; 2:24; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.
Question: Over 500 people saw Jesus after he rose from the dead, and many
of them were killed because they refused to lie and say it wasn’t true. Do
you believe that he rose from the dead? Why or why not?

Salvation Thread
Everything that comes before the gospels – the whole of the Old Testament – is
leading up to the coming of Jesus.
Matthew, Mark and Luke give us the story about Jesus’ life. John doesn’t
give us so much of the story, but concentrates on the miracles. He helps us
understand that Jesus is God, and that we can have eternal life through believing
in him. John also gives us more of Jesus’ teaching than the other gospels. In the
Gospel of John Jesus talks a lot about how he and God the Father are together
and united,113 and that if people want to know God the Father they must love
and obey Jesus.114
Key Verse: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life … whoever does
not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name
of God’s one and only Son” (John 3:16-18).

113
114

John 10:30
John 14:6-7
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God’s great justice and mercy is revealed
INTRODUCTION
• Paul the apostle wanted to take the good news about Jesus to Spain. On his
way he planned to stay in Rome. He wrote to the Christians there saying that
he hoped to be with them soon. First he had to take some much needed money
to the church in Jerusalem. He wanted the Jewish and Gentile Christians in
Rome to understand the gospel of Jesus, and how that fits with what God said
in the Old Testament.
• Paul wrote this letter in about AD 57.
OVERVIEW
1. Paul wrote,“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set
apart for the gospel of God – the gospel he promised beforehand through his
prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who … was a descendant
of David, and … the Son of God …”118
2. “I am proud of the gospel, because it is the power of God, saving people
from sin. God’s anger and punishment is against those who refuse to believe
in God – foolish people who care more about things that are made than the
one who made them. But God is willing to forgive and make holy all those
who believe in him and who trust in Jesus. Remember, even the great man
Abraham wasn’t saved because he did good things, but because he believed
in God and God gave him the gift of being forgiven and made holy.”
3. “Sin came into the world through Adam. God’s free gift of forgiveness came
through Jesus. Now that Jesus has been punished for our sins and God has
made us free from sin, let’s stop sinning! We should hate sin and love other
people.”
118

Romans 1:1-4
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4. “The law can’t save us because we can’t keep it – that’s why Jesus came to
earth, paying the price for our sin so we can be saved. The whole of creation
is going to be made new again by God, and we too wait patiently to be made
perfect. Who can accuse us of anything if God has made us right with him?
No-one! Nothing and no-one can separate us from God’s love, not even
death.”
5. “What makes me sad is that so many Israelites don’t accept Jesus. However,
I know that all God’s chosen people from all countries will come to God.
That includes many Israelites, and it’s up to God how he does that.”
6. “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved …119 – it’s the same for Jews
and Gentiles. I really want to take that good news about Jesus to people who
haven’t heard it. Hopefully I’ll do that in Spain after I’ve visited you.”
LEARNING FROM ROMANS
1. God punishes those who reject him and choose sin instead, but he forgives
those who believe in him and ask to be forgiven. There are only two
possibilities: rejecting God or trusting him (See overview paragraph 2).
119

Romans 10:9
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Bible references: Romans 3:22-24; Hosea 4:6; Hebrews 10:39.
Question: God says sin is real and causes death. How do you feel about sin?
2. God will bring people from all over the world into his kingdom, saving
people from all sorts of places (See overview paragraph 1–2, 5–6).
Bible references: Romans 1:5, 8; 4:17; Genesis 17:5; Acts 9:15.
Questions: What did Paul write about the gospel of Jesus? What did he
want to do with it? Why?
3. There is nothing we can do to save ourselves, so don’t try! Instead, thank
God that he gives us forgiveness, and makes us right with him even though
we don’t deserve it. The Christians in Rome were tempted to try and save
themselves, and sometimes we think if we do enough good things that God
will do good things for us (See overview paragraphs 2 and 4).
Bible references: Romans 10:3-4; 15:9-12; Isaiah 25:9; Galatians 3:23.
Questions: How good do you think you would need to be to deserve to go to
heaven? Can you do that? What does God say that we must do to be saved?

Salvation Thread
“For if, by the trespass [sin] of the one man, death reigned through that one
man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace
and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ”
(Romans 5:17).
Romans reminds us that the Bible is one big story. Paul the apostle wrote
about how sin came into the world through Adam (“the trespass of the one
man”), when he and Eve ate the fruit from the one tree that God told them not
to. When sin came into the world, death came with it and has been here ever
since. However, when Jesus who was “promised beforehand through [God’s]
prophets” came into the world, He brought life with him. Life that comes
through forgiveness and righteousness from God.
Key Verse: “… I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the
Gentile” (Romans 1:16).
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