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‘A century ago, fi ne preachers attracted vast crowds. But F. B. Meyer’s 
enduring popularity, through his devotional books, is unique. Bob 
Holman paints a vivid picture: preacher and evangelist, happier 
with the poor than the rich; remarkable social entrepreneur; and 
political progressive, dubbed – with Labour in its infancy – “virtually 
a Christian socialist”. Meyer has a lot to teach our churches today.’ 

Rt. Hon. Stephen Timms MP

‘F.B. Meyer was one of the great infl uences of the evangelical world 
in the latter 19th and early 20th century. He helped launch the then 
unknown D.L. Moody for his fi rst evangelistic mission in the UK, 
was himself a famous Holiness preacher on both sides of the Atlantic, 
played a role in the Welsh Revival of 1904, wrote a number of books 
and was a fi rm believer in social action alongside evangelistic 
outreach. Bob Holman has done a service in bringing this remarkable 
character to life again, and his story will encourage, challenge and 
stretch us in a day when we need to rediscover men and women of 
this caliber who left the world a better place.’

Charles Price, Senior Pastor, The People’s Church, Toronto

‘For too long the fi gure of F. B. Meyer has been shrouded in obscurity. 
Yet here is a man who, in his day was committed to preaching the 
gospel in its fullness and expressing the gospel in all its beauty. One 
of the outstanding bible teachers of his day, his devotional books 
continue to bless the church, yet he had a great heart for the poor 
and marginalised. He was no pious mystic cut off from the realities 
of poverty or injustice. He was thoroughly biblical in his theology 
and radical in his actions. Bob Holman has done us a great service in 
bringing him to the attention of a new generation.’
Dr. Liam Goligher, Senior Minister, Duke Street Church, Richmond 

‘A riveting portrayal of the life of a great British preacher presented 
through the fi lter of Bob Holman, an evangelical sociologist who 
lived for years in Glasgow’s Easterhouse Estate.  With no sacrifi ce 
of scholarship, in a highly readable volume, Professor Holman irre-
futably demonstrates that Meyer’s social concerns were a valid out-
working of the Gospel which far from diluting the message gives it 
credibility.  A timely book!’

Rev Dr. Tony Sargent, Principal, 
International Christian College, Glasgow
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F. B. Meyer

‘If I had a hundred lives, 

they should be at Christ’s disposal.’

Bob Holman
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As a child, Bob Holman endured the London blitz and evacuation. 
After university, he worked as a child care offi cer before entering 
academic life. He left his post as professor of social policy at the 
university of Bath to start a community project on a council 
estate. After ten years, he and his wife moved to the Easterhouse 
housing scheme in Glasgow to undertake neighbourhood work 
for 17 years. He has now retired and helps mind two grandsons. 
His books include The Evacuation(1995) and Faith in the Poor(1998), 
published by Lion. Bob is a member of Easterhouse Baptist 
church.
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INTRODUCTION

Several years ago, Stephen Timms MP suggested I write about F. 
B. Meyer. Who? All I knew was that Meyer had been a Baptist 
minister in Victorian times, a holiness preacher and that some of 
his devotional books were still in print.

At the time, I was fully involved with a community project 
in Easterhouse, Glasgow, but I did seek out W. Y. Fullerton’s 
biography of Meyer, written soon after he died in 1929. I discovered 
that, at his death, The Daily Telegraph called him ‘The Archbishop of 
the Free Churches.’ In 1899, the New York Observer had written, ‘He 
has an international fame and his services are constantly sought by 
churches over the wide and increasing empire of Christendom.’ 

Later I was at a meeting with the Revd Steve Chalke at the 
Christian organisations Faithworks and Oasis, just opposite the 
North Lambeth underground station in London. They are located 
in a church which was built to replace the much larger Christ 
Church, damaged by bombing during the war. Its cafe contains 
part of the pulpit of the former church and displays a brass 
plate with the names of previous ministers, including that of 
F. B. Meyer. When I mentioned my interest to Steve, I discovered 
that not only had it been Meyer’s church but it contained some 
of his documents, which I call the Christ Church Archives. The 
numerous materials persuaded me to write a book about Meyer.

Given the continuing sales of Meyer’s books, it is surprising 
that so little has been written about him since his death. Chester 
Mann, like Fullerton, knew Meyer and also quickly produced a 
book in 1929 which gives attention to Meyer’s friendship with 
the American evangelist, Dwight Moody, and his preaching tours 
in the USA. Since then, the fullest study in Britain has been Ian 
Randall’s excellent one of 2003. Any renewed interest in Meyer 
owes much to Randall.

9781845502430 - F B Meyer.indd   79781845502430 - F B Meyer.indd   7 07/02/2007   11:05:4507/02/2007   11:05:45



F. B. MEYER

8

The books by Fullerton, Chester Mann and Randall tend to 
be thematic in approach; that is, they focus on the major topics 
in Meyer’s life like his Keswick ministry, his missionary interests 
and his Nonconformity rather than on a chronological narrative. 
I have opted for the latter and I attempt to incorporate his major 
issues as the story of his career and life unfolds.

What is known about Meyer concentrates on his writings and 
preaching. His social involvement tends to be less well-known. 
At the 1975 Keswick convention, Billy Graham spoke about 
the great social reformers of the Keswick Victorian era such as 
Dr. Barnardo, Lord Shaftesbury and General Booth. Almost as an 
afterthought, he added F. B. Meyer ‘who was not able to do much 
in expressing his social concern, but he did what he could.’ In fact, 
Meyer was consumed by a desire to reach the masses and to draw 
working class people into the church. He established a myriad of 
social welfare agencies to help those who suffered social distress. 
Eventually, he tried to persuade politicians to take action and 
identifi ed closely with a political party – actions which caused 
some to criticise him. The Christ Church Archives have enabled 
me to show in detail both his spiritual and social ministries. The 
range of Meyer’s activities is astonishing: preacher, pastor, writer, 
social activist, free church leader, Baptist president, advocate for 
missionary work and more. In his last years, he declared, ‘If I had 
a hundred lives, they should be at Christ’s disposal.’ At times, it 
seemed as though he was living a hundred lives.

Meyer came from a conventional, middle class Victorian back-
ground and experienced no dramatic conversion. He was not a 
distinguished scholar and not a dramatic orator. His slight fi gure 
and retiring manner meant that he did not stand out in a crowd. 
Yet he drew crowds by the thousands, wrote books which sold by 
the millions, and attracted working class people. This study will 
try to identify the reasons for his achievements.

I must thank some of the many people who have helped with 
this book. Stephen Timms, who both suggested it and wrote the 
foreword. Steve Chalke, Malcolm Duncan and their colleagues 
who always took an interest. Dr. Tony Sargent, the principal of 
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the International Christian College in Glasgow, both for allowing 
me to use the college library and for introducing me to William 
MacKenzie of Christian Focus Publications. Ian Randall put me 
in touch with Judy Powles, the librarian at Spurgeon’s College, 
who could not have been more helpful. I received valuable in-
formation from Colin and Ann Broomfi eld, Andrew Jolly, Enid 
Measures, Mick Popplewell and Alec Porter.

As always, my wife Annette has supported me. She has lived 
with Meyer for two years – she even sees his photo on waking. 
I often tell her about Meyer and, looking at some of his photos, 
she asked, ‘Was he a bit vain?’ Perhaps he was. Meyer had his 
faults and I do not wish to portray him as a plaster saint.

Lastly, I seem to have met F. B. Meyer. He has helped and 
strengthened me. His words have often been relevant to my 
needs. Like many people over a hundred years ago, I give thanks 
for him.

Bob Holman 
Glasgow
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