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Introduction

J. C. Ryle produced his Expository Thoughts on each of the four 
Gospels. When the Gospels repeat a particular incident in the life 
of our Lord, Ryle either repeated the teaching he had given in his 

previous commentaries, or developed those lines of thought peculiar 
to the individual Gospel writer. In forming J. C. Ryle’s commentaries 
into daily readings there has inevitably been a considerable amount 
of editing, but it has been my aim to bring a large proportion of the 
treasure from Ryle’s abundant store.

In order to gather together the comments on the first three Gospels 
into some sort of order without constant repetition the material 
is presented according to the chronological framework set out in 
Loraine Boettner’s A Harmony of the Gospels (Presbyterian and 
Reformed, 1976). Where several of the Gospels mention the same 
incident the longest record is chosen as the reading for the day and 
the parallel passages are listed in brackets, or the Gospel on which 
Ryle bases his main comments is chosen, the alternative passages 
again being in brackets.

On each day there are two things which are not extracted from 
Bishop Ryle’s writings. They are the additional reading, which has 
been chosen because it emphasizes one of the themes in Ryle’s 
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exposition, and the closing meditation, which seeks to focus attention 
on one particular point for further thought.

My thanks to the staff of Evangelical Press, who have coped with 
a cut-and-paste manuscript, and to my wife, who always gives 
encouragement. They, I and Ryle will, to use his words, ‘be more 
than repaid’ if the result of this volume is ‘to exalt the Lord Jesus 
Christ and make him beautiful and glorious in the eyes of men and 
to promote the increase of repentance, faith and holiness upon earth’.

 Robert Sheehan

Robert Sheehan was pastor of Welwyn Evangelical Church in 
England. He was a gifted preacher and author who went to be with 

the Lord at the age of 46 in 1997.

Publishers’ note: For suggestions on how to use these readings, see last 
page.
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Daily Readings  
from all four Gospels 

For morning and evening

J. C. Ryle, D.D. 



1 January LUKE 1:5–7 Morning

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Hebrews 12:4–13

What high testimony is borne in this passage to the character of Zacharias 
and Elisabeth! It matters little whether we interpret this ‘righteousness’ as 
that which is imputed to all believers for their justification, or that which is 
wrought inwardly in believers by the operation of the Holy Spirit for their 
sanctification. The two sorts of righteousness are never disjoined. There are 
none justified who are not sanctified, and there are none sanctified who are 
not justified. Suffice it for us to know that Zacharias and Elisabeth had grace 
when grace was very rare, and kept all the burdensome observances of the 
ceremonial law with devout conscientiousness when few Israelites cared for 
them except in name and form.

The main thing that concerns us all is the example which this holy pair 
hold up to Christians. Let us all strive to serve God faithfully and live fully 
up to our light, even as they did.

It was a heavy trial that God was pleased to lay on Zacharias and Elisabeth 
(v. 7). The full force of these words can hardly be understood by a modern 
Christian. To an ancient Jew they would convey the idea of a very weighty 
affliction. To be childless was one of the bitterest of sorrows (1 Sam. 1:10).

The grace of God exempts no one from trouble. Let us remember this, if 
we serve Christ, and let us count trial no strange thing. Let us believe that 
a hand of perfect wisdom is measuring out all our portion, and that when 
God chastises us, it is to make us ‘partakers of his holiness’ (Heb. 12:10). If 
afflictions drive us nearer to Christ, the Bible and prayer, they are positive 
blessings. We may not think so now. But we shall think so when we wake up 
in another world.

FOR MEDITATION: God works out our circumstances, for our good if we love 
him (Rom. 8:28). He knows what might have been if our circumstances 
were other than they are (Ps. 81:13–15; Matt. 11:21–23). Can we not trust his 
wisdom to have worked out the best circumstances for us in every situation? 



Evening JOHN 1:1–5 1 January

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Colossians 1:15–18

The Gospel of St John, which begins with these verses, is in many respects 
very unlike the other three Gospels. But it is enough to remember that 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote under the direct inspiration of God. 
In the general plan of their respective Gospels and in the particular details, in 
everything that they record and in everything that they do not record, they 
were all four equally and entirely guided by the Holy Ghost.

About the matters which St John was specially inspired to relate in his 
Gospel one general remark will suffice. The things which are peculiar to his 
Gospel are among the most precious possessions of the church of Christ. No 
one of the four Gospel writers has given us such full statements about the 
divinity of Christ, about justification by faith, about the offices of Christ, 
about the work of the Holy Ghost and about the privileges of believers as we 
read in the pages of St John.

The five verses now before us contain a statement of matchless sublimity 
concerning the divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ. He it is, beyond all 
question, whom St John means when he speaks of ‘the Word’. No doubt 
there are heights and depths in that statement which are far beyond man’s 
understanding. And yet there are plain lessons in it which every Christian 
would do well to treasure up in his mind.

Our Lord Jesus Christ is eternal. St John tells us that ‘In the beginning was 
the Word.’ He did not begin to exist when the heavens and the earth were 
made. Much less did he begin to exist when the gospel was brought into the 
world. He had glory with the Father ‘before the world was’ (John 17:5). He 
was existing when matter was first created and before time began. He was 
‘before all things’ (Col. 1:17). He was from all eternity.

FOR MEDITATION: Our Lord is the great unifying theme of all Scripture 
because he is not a word to us among many, but the Word. 



2 January LUKE 1:8–12 Morning

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Psalm 111

God announced the coming birth of John the Baptist by an angel (v. 11). The 
ministry of angels is undoubtedly a deep subject. At no time do we read of 
so many appearances of angels as about the time of our Lord’s incarnation 
and entrance into the world. The meaning of this circumstance is sufficiently 
clear. It was meant to teach the church that Messiah was no angel, but the 
Lord of angels, as well as of men.

One thing about angels we must never forget. They take a deep interest 
in the work of Christ and the salvation that Christ has provided. They sang 
high praise when the Son of God came down to make peace by his own 
blood between God and man. They rejoice when sinners repent. They delight 
to minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation. Let us strive to be like 
them, while we are on earth—to be of their mind, and to share their joys.

The appearance of an angel produced a marked effect on the mind of 
Zacharias (v.  12). The experience of this righteous man tallies exactly with 
that of other saints who saw visions of things belonging to another world 
(Exod. 3:6; Dan. 10:7–9; Matt. 28:8; Rev. 1: 17). They trembled and were 
afraid.

How are we to account for this fear? It arises from our inward sense 
of weakness, guilt and corruption. The vision of an inhabitant of heaven 
reminds us forcibly of our own imperfection and of our natural unfitness to 
stand before God. If angels are so great and terrible, what must the Lord of 
angels be?

Let us bless God that we have a mighty Mediator between God and man, 
the man Christ Jesus. Believing on him, we may draw near to God with 
boldness and look forward to the Day of Judgement without fear. But let us 
tremble when we think of the terror of the wicked at the last day.

FOR MEDITATION: Our modern world is a testimony to the wisdom and 
knowledge of men who have thrown off the fear of God (Rom. 3:18). But 
where God is not feared there is no true wisdom and knowledge (Ps. 111:10; 
Prov. 1:7).



Evening JOHN 1:1–5 2 January

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Hebrews 1:1–14

Our Lord Jesus Christ is a person distinct from God the Father and yet one 
with him. St John tells us that ‘The Word was with God.’ The Father and the 
Word, though two persons, are joined by an ineffable union. Where God the 
Father was from all eternity, there also was the Word, even God the Son—
their glory equal, their majesty co-eternal and yet their Godhead one. This 
is a great mystery! Happy is he who can receive it as a little child without 
attempting to explain it.

The Lord Jesus Christ is very God. St John tells us that ‘The Word was 
God.’ He is not merely a created angel, or a being inferior to God the Father 
and invested by him with power to redeem sinners. He is nothing less than 
perfect God—equal to the Father as touching his Godhead, God of the 
substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator of all things. St John tells us that ‘By 
him were all things made, and without him was not anything made that was 
made.’ So far from being a creature of God, as some heretics have falsely 
asserted, he is the being who made the worlds and all that they contain. ‘He 
commanded and they were created’ (Ps. 148:5).

The Lord Jesus Christ is the source of all spiritual life and light. St John 
tells us that ‘In him was life; and the life was the light of men.’ He is the 
eternal fountain, from which alone the sons of men have ever derived life. 
The vast majority of mankind in every age have refused to know him, 
have forgotten the Fall and their own need of a Saviour. The light has been 
constantly shining ‘in darkness’. The most have ‘not comprehended the 
light’. But if any men and women out of the countless millions of mankind 
have ever had spiritual life and light, they have owed all to Christ.

FOR MEDITATION: Our Lord has life in himself and is light. All life, whether 
physical or spiritual, and all light, all goodness and truth, have him as their 
source. 



3 January LUKE 1:13–17 Morning

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Psalm 40:1–10

Prayers are not necessarily rejected because the answer is long delayed. 
Zacharias, no doubt, had often prayed for the blessing of children and, to all 
appearance, had prayed in vain. At his advanced time of life he had probably 
long ceased to mention the subject before God, and had given up all hope 
of being a father. Yet the very first words of the angel show plainly that the 
bygone prayers of Zacharias had not been forgotten (v. 13).

We shall do well to remember this fact whenever we kneel to pray. We 
must beware of hastily concluding that our supplications are useless, and 
especially in the matter of intercessory prayer on behalf of others. It is not 
for us to prescribe either the time or the way in which our requests are to be 
answered.

Verse 14 teaches us that no children cause such true joy as those who have 
the grace of God. It is a thousand times better for them than beauty, riches, 
honours, rank and high connections. Till they have grace we never know 
what they might do. They may bring down our grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grave.

Children are never too young to receive the grace of God (v. 15). There is 
no greater mistake than to suppose that infants, by reason of their tender age, 
are incapable of being operated upon by the Holy Spirit. Let us beware of 
limiting God’s power and compassion. With him nothing is impossible.

True greatness may receive little honour in this life (v.  15). The measure 
of greatness which is common among men is utterly false and deceptive. 
Princes and potentates, conquerors and leaders of armies, statesmen and 
philosophers, artists and authors—these the world calls ‘great’. Such 
greatness is not recognized among the angels of God. Those who do great 
things for God they reckon great. Those who do little for God they reckon 
little.

FOR MEDITATION: Are we seeking the praise and esteem of God, or of men? 
(John 5:44: Rom. 2:29; 1 Cor. 4:2–5). 



Evening JOHN 1:1–5 3 January

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Philippians 2:5–11

These wonderful verses appear to contain much in them, without 
controversy, which is above our reason, but there is nothing contrary to 
it. There is much that we cannot explain and must be content humbly 
to believe. Let us, however, never forget that there are plain practical 
consequences flowing from the passage which we can never grasp too firmly, 
or know too well.

Would we know, for one thing, the exceeding sinfulness of sin? Let us 
often read these first five verses of St John’s Gospel. Let us mark what kind of 
being the Redeemer of mankind must needs be, in order to provide eternal 
redemption for sinners. If no one less than the eternal God, the Creator and 
Preserver of all things, could take away the sin of the world, sin must be 
a far more abominable thing in the sight of God than most men suppose. 
The right measure of sin’s sinfulness is the dignity of him who came into the 
world to save sinners. If Christ is so great, then sin must indeed be sinful!

Would we know, for another thing, the strength of a true Christian’s 
foundation for hope? Let us often read these first five verses of St John’s 
Gospel. Let us mark that the Saviour in whom the believer is bid to trust is 
nothing less than the eternal God, one able to save to the uttermost all that 
come to the Father by him. He that was ‘with God’ and ‘was God’ is also 
‘Emmanuel, God with us’. Let us thank God that our help is laid on one that 
is mighty (Ps. 89:19). In ourselves we are great sinners. But in Jesus Christ we 
have a great Saviour. He is a strong foundation-stone, able to bear the weight 
of a world’s sin. He that believeth on him shall not be confounded (1 Peter 
2:6).

FOR MEDITATION: Only a man could die as a substitute for men, but only 
God could die as a substitute for millions of men. Therefore Christ, as God 
and man, is the very Saviour we need. 



4 January LUKE 1:18–25 Morning

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Hebrews 3:7–13

What a striking example we have here of the power of unbelief in a good 
man! Righteous and holy as Zacharias was, the announcement of the angel 
appears to him incredible (v. 18).

A well-instructed Jew, like Zacharias, ought not to have raised this 
question. No doubt he was well acquainted with the Old Testament. He 
ought to have remembered the wonderful births recorded there (Gen. 18:11–
14; 21:1–3; Judg. 13:2–3; 1 Sam. 1:5,20) and that what God has done once he 
can do again. With him nothing is impossible. But he forgot all this. He 
thought of nothing but the arguments of mere human reason and sense. And 
it often happens in religious matters that, where reason begins, faith ends.

How exceeding sinful the sin of unbelief is in the sight of God! (v.  20). 
The doubts and questionings of Zacharias brought down upon him a heavy 
chastisement peculiarly suited to the offence. The tongue that was not 
ready to speak the language of believing praise was struck dumb. For nine 
long months at least, Zacharias was condemned to silence, and was daily 
reminded that by unbelief he had offended God.

Few sins appear to be so peculiarly provoking to God as the sin of 
unbelief. It is a practical denial of God’s almighty power to doubt whether 
he can do a thing when he undertakes to do it. It is giving the lie to God to 
doubt whether he means to do a thing when he has plainly promised that it 
shall be done.

Let us watch and pray daily against this soul-ruining sin. Concessions 
to it rob believers of their inward peace, weaken their hands in the day 
of battle, bring clouds over their hopes. Unbelief is the true cause of a 
thousand spiritual diseases. In all that respects the pardon of our sins and 
the acceptance of our souls, the duties and trials of our daily lives, let it be a 
settled maxim in our religion, to trust every word of God implicitly, and to 
beware of unbelief.

FOR MEDITATION: Do you profit so little from God’s Word read and preached 
because you receive so little of it with faith? (Heb. 4:2). 



Evening JOHN 1:6–9 4 January

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Acts 20:17–24

St John, after beginning his Gospel with a statement of our Lord’s nature 
as God, proceeds to speak of his forerunner, John the Baptist. The contrast 
between the language used about the Saviour and that used about his 
forerunner ought not to be overlooked. Of Christ we are told that he was the 
eternal God, the Creator of all things, the source of life and light. Of John 
the Baptist we are told simply that ‘There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John.’

We see in these verses the true nature of a Christian minister’s office. We 
have it in the description of John the Baptist. He ‘came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe’. Christian 
ministers are not priests, nor mediators between God and man. They are 
not agents into whose hands men may commit their souls and carry on their 
religion by deputy. They are witnesses. They are intended to bear testimony 
to God’s truth and specially to the great truth that Christ is the only Saviour 
and light of the world. This was St Peter’s ministry on the Day of Pentecost: 
‘With many other words did he testify’ (Acts 2:40). This was the whole tenor 
of St Paul’s ministry: ‘Testifying both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Acts 20:21). 
Unless a Christian minister bears a full testimony to Christ, he is not faithful 
to his office. So long as he does testify of Christ, he has done his part and 
will receive his reward, although his hearers may not believe his testimony. 
Until a minister’s hearers believe on that Christ of whom they are told, they 
receive no benefit from the ministry. They may be pleased and interested, 
but they are not profited until they believe. The great end of a minister’s 
testimony is ‘that through him, men may believe’.

FOR MEDITATION: Your minister may have many faults—and is probably 
more aware of them than you are—but, if he preaches Christ, value him. 



5 January LUKE 1:26–33 Morning

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Matthew 12:46–50

We have in these verses the announcement of the most marvellous event 
that ever happened in this world, the incarnation and birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

The first advent of Messiah was to be an advent of humiliation. That 
humiliation was to begin even from the time of his conception and birth. 
Let us beware of despising poverty in others or ourselves. The condition of 
life which Jesus voluntarily chose ought always to be regarded with holy 
reverence. The common tendency of the day to bow down before rich men, 
and make an idol of money, ought to be carefully resisted and discouraged. 
The example of our Lord is a sufficient answer to a thousand grovelling 
maxims about wealth which pass current among men (2 Cor. 8:9).

What a high privilege the Virgin Mary had! She is addressed in remarkable 
language (vv. 28,30). The Roman Catholic Church pays an honour to her 
hardly inferior to that which it pays to her blessed Son. She is formally 
declared to be ‘conceived without sin’. She is held up as an object of worship, 
and prayed to as a mediator between God and man, no less powerful than 
Christ himself. For all this, be it remembered, there is not the slightest 
warrant in Scripture. But while we say this, we must in fairness admit that 
no woman was ever so highly honoured as the mother of our Lord. By the 
child-bearing of one woman, life and immortality were brought to light 
when Christ was born.

One thing in connection with this subject should never be forgotten 
by Christians. There is a relationship to Christ within reach of us all, a 
relationship far nearer than that of flesh and blood, a relationship which 
belongs to all who repent and believe (Mark 3:35; Luke 11:28).

What a glorious account is given of our Lord Jesus Christ! (vv.  32–33). 
Of his greatness we know something already. He has brought in a great 
salvation. He has shown himself a prophet greater than Moses. He is a great 
High Priest. And he shall be greater still when he is owned as a King.

FOR MEDITATION: Our Lord’s true brothers share a family likeness (Rom. 
8:29). 



Evening JOHN 1:6–9 5 January

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: John 3:16–21

We see in these verses one principal position which our Lord Jesus Christ 
occupies towards mankind. We have it in the words: He ‘was the true light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world’.

Christ is to the souls of men what the sun is to the world. He is the centre 
and source of all spiritual light, warmth, life, health, growth, beauty and 
fertility. Like the sun, he shines for the common benefit of all mankind—
for high and for low, for rich and for poor, for Jew and for Greek. Like the 
sun, he is free to all. All may look at him and drink health out of his light. 
If millions of mankind were mad enough to dwell in caves underground, or 
to bandage their eyes, their darkness would be their own fault and not the 
fault of the sun. So, likewise, if millions of men and women love spiritual 
‘darkness rather than light’, the blame must be laid on their blind hearts 
and not on Christ. We see in these verses the desperate wickedness of man’s 
natural heart. We have it in the words: Christ ‘was in the world, and the 
world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his 
own, and his own received him not.’ He came to the very people whom 
he had brought out from Egypt and purchased for his own. He came to 
the Jews, whom he had separated from other nations and to whom he had 
revealed himself by the prophets. He came to those very Jews who had read 
of him in the Old Testament Scriptures, seen him under types and figures in 
their temple services and professed to be waiting for his coming. And yet, 
when he came, those very Jews received him not. They even rejected him, 
despised him and slew him. Well may the natural heart be called ‘desperately 
wicked’!

FOR MEDITATION: No statement during our Lord’s earthly ministry is more 
tragic than his rebuke to unbelieving Jews (Matt. 23:37).



6 January LUKE 1:34–38 Morning

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Matthew 26:36–42

The angel Gabriel speaks of the mystery of Christ’s incarnation in a reverent 
and discreet manner (v.  35). We shall do well to follow this example in all 
our reflections on this deep subject, regarding it with holy reverence and 
abstaining from speculations. Scripture reveals the truth (John 1:14; Heb. 
10:5; 2:14; Gal. 4:4) and there we must stop, not prying beyond this point. In 
a religion that comes down from heaven there must needs be mysteries.

The angel Gabriel lays down a mighty principle to silence all objections 
about the incarnation (v. 37). A hearty reception of this great principle is of 
immense importance to our own inward peace. Among many antidotes to a 
doubting, questioning state of mind, few will be found more useful than that 
before us now—a thorough conviction of the almighty power of God. Faith 
never rests so calmly and peacefully as when it lays its head on the pillow of 
God’s omnipotence.

The Virgin Mary gives meek and ready acquiescence to God’s revealed will 
concerning her (v.  38). There is far more of admirable grace in this answer 
than at first appears. A moment’s reflection will show us that it was no light 
matter to become the mother of our Lord in this unheard of and mysterious 
way. It brought with it, no doubt, at a distant period great honour; but it 
brought with it for the present no small danger to Mary’s reputation, and 
no small trial to Mary’s faith. But she asks no further questions. She raises 
no further objections. She accepts the honour laid upon her with all its 
attendant perils and inconveniences.

Let us seek in our daily practical Christianity to exercise the same blessed 
spirit of faith. Let us be willing to go anywhere, and do anything, and be 
anything, whatever be the present inconvenience, so long as God’s will is 
clear and the path of duty is plain.

FOR MEDITATION: It is an easy thing within the context of a highly 
emotional, pressurized meeting to promise to go anywhere, at any time, at 
any cost. It is entirely another thing to put the vow into practice in the real 
world. 



Evening JOHN 1:10–13 6 January

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Galatians 3:26–4:7

We see in these verses the vast privileges of all who receive Christ and believe 
on him. We are told that ‘As many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.’

Christ will never be without some servants. If the vast majority of the 
Jews did not receive him as the Messiah, there were, at any rate, a few who 
did. To them he gave the privilege of being God’s children. He adopted 
them as members of his Father’s family. He reckoned them his own brethren 
and sisters, bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. He conferred on them a 
dignity which was ample recompense for the cross which they had to carry 
for his sake. He made them sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty.

Privileges like these, be it remembered, are the possession of all, in every 
age, who receive Christ by faith and follow him as their Saviour. They are 
‘children of God by faith in Christ Jesus’ (Gal. 3:26). They are born again 
by a new and heavenly birth and adopted into the family of the King of 
kings. Few in number, and despised by the world as they are, they are cared 
for with infinite love by a Father in heaven who, for his Son’s sake, is well 
pleased with them. In time he provides them with everything that is for their 
good. In eternity he will give them a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
These are great things! But faith in Christ gives men an ample title to them. 
Good masters care for their servants and Christ cares for his.

Are we ourselves sons of God? Have we been born again? Have we the 
marks which always accompany the new birth sense of sin, faith in Jesus, 
love of others, righteous living, separation from the world? Let us never be 
content till we can give a satisfactory answer to these questions.

FOR MEDITATION: The idea of his being a child of God filled John with 
praise, anticipation and longings to be holy (1 John 3:1–3). What does it do 
for you? 



7 January LUKE 1:39–45 Morning

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Hebrews 11:1–6

Observe the benefit of fellowship and communion between believers. We 
read of a visit paid by the Virgin Mary to her cousin Elisabeth. We are told 
in a striking manner how the hearts of both these holy women were cheered, 
and their minds lifted up, by this interview.

We should always regard communion with other believers as an eminent 
means of grace. It is a refreshing break in our journey along the narrow 
way to exchange experience with our fellow-travellers. There are many who 
fear the Lord and think upon his name and yet forget to speak often one to 
another (Mal. 3:16). First let us seek the face of God. Then let us seek the face 
of God’s friends.

What clear spiritual knowledge appears in the language of Elisabeth! She 
calls Mary ‘the mother of my Lord’ (v. 43). The words ‘my Lord’ at the time 
they were spoken implied far more than we are apt to suppose. They were 
nothing less than a distinct declaration that the child who was to be born 
was the long-promised Messiah (Ps. 110:1), the Christ of God. Let us beware 
of using these words lightly. With holy reverence let them fall from our lips. 
There are two texts connected with the expression which should often come 
to our minds (1 Cor. 12:3; Phil. 2:11).

What high praise Elisabeth bestows upon the grace of faith! (v.  45). We 
need not wonder that this holy woman should thus commend faith. She was 
well acquainted with the Old Testament. She knew the great things faith had 
done. What is the whole history of God’s saints in every age, but a record of 
men and women who obtained a good report by faith?

Do we know anything of this precious faith? Do we know anything of 
the faith of God’s elect? (Titus 1:1). Let us never rest till we know it by 
experience. Better a thousand times be rich in faith than rich in gold. Gold 
will be worthless in the unseen world to which we are all travelling. Faith will 
be owned in that world before God the Father and the holy angels.

FOR MEDITATION: Nothing will be able to make up for lack of faith on the 
great and terrible Day of Judgement.



Evening JOHN 1:14–18 7 January

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Hebrews 2:14–18

The main truth which this verse teaches is the reality of our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s incarnation or being made man. St John tells us that ‘The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us.’

The plain meaning of these words is that our divine Saviour really took 
human nature upon him, in order to save sinners. He really became a man 
like ourselves in all things, sin only excepted. Like ourselves, he was born 
of a woman, though born in a miraculous manner. Like ourselves, he grew 
from infancy to boyhood and from boyhood to man’s estate, both in wisdom 
and in stature (Luke 2:52). Like ourselves, he hungered, thirsted, ate, drank, 
slept, was wearied, felt pain, wept, rejoiced, marvelled, was moved to anger 
and compassion. Having become flesh and taken a body, he prayed, read the 
Scriptures, suffered, being tempted, and submitted his human will to the will 
of God the Father. And finally, in the same body, he really suffered and shed 
his blood, really died, was really buried, really rose again and really ascended 
up into heaven. And yet all this time he was God as well as man!

This constant undivided union of two perfect natures in Christ’s person 
is exactly that which gives infinite value to his mediation and qualifies him 
to be the very Mediator that sinners need. Our Mediator is one who can 
sympathize with us, because he is very man. And yet at the same time he is 
one who can deal with the Father for us on equal terms, because he is very 
God. It is the same union which gives infinite value to his righteousness, 
when imputed to believers. It is the righteousness of one who was God as 
well as man. It is the same union which gives infinite value to the atoning 
blood which he shed for sinners on the cross. It is the blood of one who was 
God as well as man.

FOR MEDITATION: God the Son shares with us a common experience of living 
in a fallen world. His understanding of us is not therefore theoretical but 
personally experienced.
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Suggestions for the use of these daily 
readings

1. As Ryle is commenting on the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures, seek 
God’s aid in prayer to understand his Word aright. Make the psalmist’s 
prayer your own (Ps. 119:18).

2. Remember that Ryle is commenting on God’s Word. It is infallible; he 
is not. It must be read; his comments are aids to understanding. Resist the 
temptation to read his comments but not to bother to read the Bible. Where 
references are given, look them up.

3. God has given the Scriptures that through them our whole lives might 
be changed (2 Tim. 3:15–17). Read the Scriptures and the comments with the 
conscious aim of reading to understand and apply what is read to your life 
(James 1:22–25). 

4. Avoid that state of mind that reads in order to quieten the conscience 
and which is satisfied with a superficial skimming of the surface of the truth. 
Read and think. There is a blessing promised to those who meditate on 
God’s Word (Ps. 1:2–3).

5. Attempt to memorize some of the Scriptures that you read. Memorized 
Scripture is a useful weapon in our battles with Satan (Matt. 4:1–11) and our 
obedience to God (Ps. 119:11).


