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Introduction

The Reservoirs of Western Christianity

Most Christians agree that more people should be mission-
aries. We just don’t agree on who those people should be. There’s 
a good chance that you should be one of those people. 

The premise of this book is to defend and qualify why YOU 
are one of those called to be a missionary. In fact, I wrote this 
book because I am troubled by the invisible barrier that stands 
between the majority of Western Christians and the commission 
to take the gospel to the world.

I don’t mean that there is a barrier between Christians and 
the world. Quite the contrary! I find the average Western Chris-
tian to be surprisingly traveled and informed. The increased ease 
of transportation in recent generations has led to more believers 
in more churches visiting more mission fields than was previ-
ously feasible. I am always amazed by the number of people I 
encounter who have been to China, where my wife and I are 
church planters. 

Additionally, the proliferation of modern media has raised 
the level of awareness of the world’s condition to unprecedented 
levels. Communities in western nations are experiencing an 
unbelievable level of connection with foreign cultures via 
visitors, immigrants and refugees taking up residence in their 
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midst. In Bowling Green, Kentucky, where my in-laws live, the 
public school system is being overwhelmed by huge numbers 
of children from non-English speaking families, from over sixty 
different language groups! Not bad for a dinky, traditionally-
redneck town in the midwestern United States!

This is partly why it’s so strange to me that some of the 
solutions most often proposed for addressing the need for 
worldwide missions are primarily informational in nature. The 
thinking of many seems to be that if Christians were better 
educated about the state of the world, those who should go 
would go. Thus, massive projects are undertaken to analyze 
and measure the remaining task of world evangelization, us-
ing the findings to repackage, restate and redefine the need in 
a way that might resonate with Western believers. 

Sure, I’ve seen how this has certainly helped in creating  
awareness among American churches of the progress of the gos-
pel in China—something that has surprised me again and again. 
It is unquestionable that some have in fact responded to these 
informative efforts and given their lives to go meet the need. But 
the gap between believers and the world still remains. Many of 
the most informed have not gone. 

This is not a book filled with missions data. It’s not a book of 
statistics about people with no access to the gospel or the growth of 
Christianity in various parts of the world. Excellent compendiums 
of such information are available elsewhere. You probably know 
most of the important numbers, anyway. If not, you certainly are 
aware that there are huge numbers of people in the world that have 
never heard the gospel.

Are believers totally lacking in missions fervor? No. An 
observation I will repeatedly come back to in this book is that 
there are probably as many people in this youngest generation 
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of Christian leaders who feel the weight of the church’s global 
mission as in any generation before it. There are many who truly 
long for God to receive glory from every tribe and language. 
They are not merely concerned with their communities and 
their churches—there is a consciousness of the global progress 
of the kingdom of God that thrills their souls. 

So this book isn’t trying to convince you that missions is a 
good thing. Though there may have been times in the church’s 
history where believers may have been uninterested in the Great 
Commission, this is not one of them. The brothers and sisters 
in the churches I am privileged to associate with express nothing 
but appreciation and admiration for the work of a missionary. 
If anything, they go a bit too far in their applause, which, in my 
opinion, actually betokens the real problem—but more on that 
to come! The abundance of mission boards and organizations of 
virtually every evangelical stripe also reveals the high esteem in 
which the worldwide work of advancing the gospel is held. Yet 
in spite of all these positive sentiments regarding missions, there 
are huge harvest fields where the workers are either pathetically 
few in number or else absent altogether.

While I hope that everything said within its pages is estab-
lished upon a solidly biblical framework, this book will not try 
to offer a comprehensive theology of missions. Again, evangeli-
cal churches have already benefited from several such excellent 
studies that demonstrate the God-glorifying significance of the 
Great Commission, and I could do nothing but express far more 
poorly what they have taught us so well.

Neither do I believe that this tragic gap can be viewed as 
just one aspect of a larger trend of evangelistic inactivity among 
recent generations of believers. There are many signs that this 
generation is in no short supply of men and women characterized 
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by a holy ambition, a zeal for the gospel to be proclaimed to 
unbelievers, for justice to be done in human society and for 
the church of God to be edified.1 The young blood flowing 
into Christian organizations, seminaries and healthy churches 
across the West is a testament to the vitality of this generation’s 
commitment to live on mission.2 But I do believe that it is not a 
zeal without bounds. For most of these young Christian leaders, 
their zeal will take them no further than the borders of their 
homelands.  

Take, for example, the movement in recent years that has 
been dubbed the “young, restless and reformed,” or the New 
Calvinism, a phenomenon that has been remarkable not only 
for its members’ robust theological discipline and firm commit-
ment to Scripture, but also their missiological zeal for church 
planting and culturally-contextualized preaching of the Word. If 
awareness of the mission’s status, a passion for God’s worldwide 
glory, and missiological energy in general were enough to bridge 
the gap between believers and the world, surely this movement 
would be in a prime position to send unprecedented numbers of 
young people to the world’s harvest fields. Disappointingly, this 
has not yet been the case. 

In fact, the idea of writing this book was spawned partly as a 
result of hearing some of the insiders of this movement express 
their frustration that more has not yet happened in this area. 
Here are a couple of examples:

In an interview with David Crabb, Bruce Ware, professor of 
Christian theology at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
was asked to give his thoughts on the “young, restless and 
reformed” movement. From the front-row seat afforded him by 
his teaching position at a seminary where this movement is at 
its strongest, Ware gave high praise to what he perceived to be 
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the movement’s best characteristics. When prompted to give any 
thoughts of concern or encouragement, this is what he had to 
say:

“I don’t think there is yet a sufficient . . . passion within the 
hearts of this movement for taking the gospel to the world. 
You talk to these people and most of them are focused upon 
church-planting in North America . . . I can’t help but think, 
why would God be doing this? I just cannot believe for one 
minute that the main reason He’s raising up all these thou-
sands of gifted young men is to penetrate North America. 
This has got to become a global missions movement.” 3

It wasn’t long after that when I heard pastor and author 
Kevin DeYoung, speaking at the 2012 Together for the Gospel 
Conference, echo Ware’s concerns:

“I also believe . . . there are at least two very critical areas in 
which we have yet to show the sort of passion and enthusiasm 
and growth that we need. What are those two? One, I believe, 
is an earnest commitment to global missions. Stirring up our-
selves, calling young people, some of you here, calling those 
in our churches to consider and go for the cause of the gospel 
to the unreached peoples of the world.” 4

So even in a modern movement that exhibits unusual 
missiological energy, there still is a kind of dam that keeps 
young Christian laborers pooled up in Western churches and 
keeps them from spilling out into the nations of the unreached. 
Even among those who are convinced of the necessity of 
church planting, gospel preaching and making disciples, there 
are remarkably few who choose to address those needs in 
places other than their homeland. Consequently, this is not 
a book about being missional—as if its average reader were 
apathetic about preaching the gospel at all. Almost certainly, 

IntroductIon



14 Send Me, I’ll Go

you would not read a book like this in the first place unless 
you were already convinced of the critical value of Christians’ 
evangelistic efforts. 

Enough, then, about what this book isn’t. Here’s what it is:
First, this book is an examination of the gap between West-

ern churches and missionary service. What exactly are the fac-
tors that keep young Christian leaders—who love Jesus and who 
love people—from being exported to the world? What leads to 
this stagnation in otherwise flourishing movements, as observed 
by Ware and DeYoung above? This is a diagnostic task requiring 
us to open the hood of Western evangelicalism and run some 
tests that we ordinarily might overlook.  

Second, this book is an extended application of theology. 
There is certainly no new theological innovation to be found 
here (so the Inquisition can clock out early today), but I do be-
lieve that there is something about God and the gospel to be 
learned. What I hope to accomplish is to follow the threads of 
the theology you already believe to some of its logical conclu-
sions concerning the world’s unreached. I pray that those who 
love Jesus will find ways to apply the truth of his gospel in more 
radical ways to their lives. 

Third, this book is an argument meant to be taken person-
ally. In other words, much of what it has to say is directed at your 
will, the decision-making part of you. I deeply desire that some-
thing said here might, in its weakness, be used to effect a change 
of mind—specifically, that you would change your mind about 
going as a missionary. These are the parts that might upset some, 
because such argumentation necessarily implies that there might 
be something wrong with how you’ve chosen to live your life. 

Fourth, this book is a presentation of a vision. I praise God 
that it is a vision that was passed on to me by others. It is a vision 
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of churches and believers living with the Great Commission at 
their very core. Some of you may have met such a Christian be-
fore, or maybe even a group of them, and if you have, you know 
what a rare breed they are. They are not just people with a general 
evangelistic concern for unbelievers they happen to already know 
and love; they are people who live and court death to bring the 
gospel to the world’s unreached millions. I have asked God to use 
this book to conform me to this vision, and I pray he does the 
same for its readers as well. May we see clearly the eternal gains 
that might be made for God’s kingdom if the abundant reservoirs 
of Western Christianity were to surge forth to the arid ends of 
the earth!

If something written here helps to loosen the sediment or 
dislodge the debris that has dammed up young Christian lead-
ers and all the other valuable resources of Western churches, the 
effort will have been worthwhile. I personally leave this project 
more sure than ever before that I want the embankment in my 
own heart to break open, that whatever portion of my energies 
I am holding back from the mission might flow out into the 
nations. That I may spend, and be spent, like so many great 
missionaries in the church’s history, in joyful reenactment of the 
complete sacrifice of the greatest missionary who has ever lived.

IntroductIon
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1
Cards on the Table

How is the Great Commission essential for making sense of our world?

Not long before starting work on this project, I had a dis-
cussion with a tearful college student, Wei Tao, who is a 

member of one of the unregistered churches we’ve planted here 
in northeast China. For the last semester or so, Wei Tao has 
been receiving informal ministry training from his own pastor 
and the other pastors on our team. We have been encouraging 
him to consider giving his life to preach the gospel. Wei Tao has 
continued to exhibit a faithful, diligent, teachable and impas-
sioned spirit, so we wanted him to wrestle seriously with the idea 
of serving full-time.

Breaking Your Mom’s Heart
Somewhere along the line, Wei Tao found himself in a serious 

dilemma. His family is far from wealthy and most of his school 
bills have been paid by taking out loans. He’d just completed his 
sophomore year of college and the thought of continuing two 
more years, only to leave his major behind to prepare for gospel 
ministry, seemed wasteful of both time and money. So Wei Tao 



18 Send Me, I’ll Go

decided that if he was going to become a church planter, he 
would drop out of school early and begin to train.

To be honest, I wasn’t sure how I felt about that. As a mis-
sionary in a city with millions of people who have never heard 
the gospel, I’d been pleading with God to bring Wei Tao into 
full-time church ministry. In fact, I’d prayed for men like him 
since years before our arrival in China. There is a desperate need 
for hundreds of young Chinese men just like Wei Tao to throw 
themselves into the work of the Great Commission. Needless to 
say, I was hardly objective about his decision to enter the minis-
try; I very much wanted him to drop out of school. 

On the other hand, I was scared for him. I understood bet-
ter than he could the hardships that would await him as a pastor 
of an unregistered Chinese church. And I was scared for my 
own sake, as I always am in these cases. This guy was about to 
cut his ties to the greatest security this life could offer him (in 
his country, the benefit of a college education), in large part be-
cause of my counsel to him. I felt enormously responsible for his 
making a decision that could potentially have disastrous conse-
quences—not to mention the fact that I was afraid his parents 
might hire someone to rub me out! Like many Chinese families, 
they’d hitched their wagons to their son’s educational prospects. 
Who knew how they would react to the news of their son quit-
ting school to become a preacher of Christianity?

Which brings us back to our tearful discussion. After the 
church service the previous night, Wei Tao told me that he 
had made up his mind. He was going to join up and begin 
his training full-time. He went back to his dorm and called 
his mother (his dad isn’t home often, as he travels for work). 
Naturally, she lost it. She wept and sobbed for hours on the 
phone, asking her son what kind of dangerous cult he had 
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joined, what drove him to this kind of self-destructive behav-
ior, and what did she need to say to make him see reason. Wei 
Tao’s a good son, and it broke his heart to hear his mom carry 
on like that. 

Now you see why I’m far more fearful of suffering persecu-
tion at the hands of angry parents than at the behest of the Chi-
nese government! To the latter, I’m a subversive, but nothing a 
simple deportation wouldn’t solve! To Wei Tao’s mom and dad, 
though, I’m part of what turned their son into an uncontrolla-
ble, fanatical, cult-member disappointment. Wei Tao continues 
to plow forward in his commitment to serve as a minister of the 
gospel, but the barrage of emotional pressure from his family has 
not let up, either.

A Wartime Proposal
I tell you Wei Tao’s story so that you know that I fully un-

derstand the consequences of what I’m proposing in this book. 
I am going to plead with you to think about becoming a mis-
sionary, and it might come across a little harsh at times. But I 
hope you won’t think that I would at all trivialize the sacrifices 
that stand between you and such a commitment. The price tag 
for the proposal in this book is enormous. I get that. They don’t 
make dumpsters big enough to hold all the stuff this book will 
suggest you chuck!

Believe me, I’ll still plead, because the same truths that drive 
me to take part in crushing a poor Chinese family’s worldly as-
pirations are just as true when they come to you and me, and 
much more so. These truths tell us that it is no time of leisure 
and peace in which we live today. It is a time of such gravity 
that those who have families are told to live almost like those 
who don’t (see 1 Cor. 7:29). In other words, it is a time of war. 
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A time when even our lives aren’t a sufficient token of the value 
of our cause. 

What kind of a war is it?
It is a war instigated (unconsciously, in some cases) by the 

peoples of the world who, though created to be the greatest of 
God’s worshipers, have taken up arms against their Creator and 
King. They have cursed Him and denied His right to rule them. 
They have robbed from Him all the honor and glory that He is 
due, even as they thanklessly gorge themselves on his gifts. They 
despise His will and insult His perfectly holy and wise character 
(see Luke 19:12-27; Rom. 1:18-23; James 4:4).

They have lied about Him and called it “philosophy.” They 
have mocked Him and called it “entertainment.” They have 
disobeyed Him and called it “culture.” They have ignored Him 
and called it “politics.” They have tried to manipulate Him and 
called it “religion.”

This treason is universal. There remains no nation, no cul-
ture, no language, no tribe and no city loyal to the banner of the 
rightful King. Nowhere are His ensigns welcome; nowhere is 
His law observed. In rejecting His just governance, every corner 
of the earth has embraced and exalted its own greedy warlords, 
sadistic dictators and foolish aristocracy to rule in His place. Re-
bellion has brought not freedom, but enslavement (see Ps. 2:1-6; 
Eph. 2:1-3; Rom. 3:9-24).

Despite the confidence of these usurpers and those who put 
their trust in them, it is not possible that their rebellion can stand 
forever. They are doomed. The King is as mighty as He is just, 
and the wicked acts of every rebel will surely come into judgment. 
There will be no bunker or cave (or grave) deep enough to shield 
them from the righteous beam of eternal justice. Every treason-
ous word, every traitorous deed will be revealed. Each of the false 
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kings will be dethroned, dishonored and decimated. All who swore 
loyalty to them will become an eternal memorial to the King’s just 
omnipotence (see Isa. 66:24; Rom. 2:5-8; Rev. 17:14). 

This is the world where Wei Tao lives. Northeast China is 
just another rebellious district in the kingdom that rightfully 
belongs to God. Wei Tao can’t pretend that there isn’t a war go-
ing on. He can’t act like his family and his city and his country 
and his world aren’t living each day as willing conspirators in the 
most evil insurrection fathomable. Whatever else he may con-
sider—the value of a college career, his family’s ambitions and 
his own misgivings about ministry—he must not fail to take the 
war into account.

This is the world where I live. My eyes were first opened to 
the global scale of the war when I was fresh out of high school, 
working full-time and preparing for ministry with what I felt 
to be a sufficiently sober attitude. My buddy invited me to a 
midweek service at a microscopic church in Cincinnati to hear 
an Australian missionary speaker. (He had me at “Australian,” as 
I’d gladly listen to an Australian give play-by-play instructions 
on paint drying!) We arrived late and tried in vain to enter the 
tiny, nearly-vacant auditorium without making a scene—but we 
hadn’t missed the Australian! His only points of discussion (that 
I can remember, anyway) were about the nations of the world, 
which he indicated one at a time on a large world map he had set 
up in front of the pulpit. He talked about multitudes of people, 
of diverse languages, religions and races, who were living in ac-
tive rebellion against God and in ignorance of His revelation. I 
left that little church looking at the whole world in a new way: 
as a battlefield.    

You, too, live in this world at war. Can any loyal subject of 
the King not recoil in horror at the treason of sin? Can the King’s 

cards on the table



22 Send Me, I’ll Go

own children be unmoved by the idols sitting on His throne? 
The war for God’s worship demands our action. What can we do 
with our lives that will help put down this wicked rebellion and 
restore God to the throne over the peoples of the world?

Here’s an example that is a little closer to home: When a na-
tion finds itself desperately struggling for victory in any global 
conflict, every citizen is called upon to forfeit his freedom to live 
a normal life. As in our previous World Wars, food is rationed. 
Factories are converted for military purposes. Hospitals make 
space for wounded soldiers. Train stations become air-raid shel-
ters. Housewives go to work in assembly lines. And of course, 
young men are deployed to the trenches. Those expectations in 
life that seemed so reasonable before war broke out suddenly 
seem self-centered, impractical and unpatriotic. What could be 
more reasonable than a young scholar planning to attend col-
lege? What could be more natural than a family gathering for a 
feast? What could be more normal than a business owner trying 
to make a profit? Yet in wartime, all bets are off. Commodities 
become luxuries. Aspirations give way to obligations. Restful-
ness is exchanged for watchfulness. 

Thus, the first thing that we as believers must keep in mind 
as we plan our lives is the worldwide scope of the war against 
God. The lifestyle of Christians in any society ought to be in 
sharp contrast to the surrounding cultural norms, and not just 
in a moral way. We can’t simply live as we please while a spiri-
tual war rages around us. Even seemingly insignificant decisions 
must come under careful scrutiny. Christian life-planning starts 
out by saying, “What can I do to help in the worldwide war for 
God’s worship?” Again and again, we surrender our interests, 
passions and dreams, reminding ourselves, “Yes, but there’s a 
war on.” There must be rationing. There must be training. There 



23

must be vigilance. Peacetime will come, but for now the war ef-
fort deserves our all.

But how can such a war as this be won? How can a rebellion 
as deeply entrenched as this be rooted out? How can we win 
back God’s worship?

One Strange King
Just when it seems certain that God’s righteous judgment 

must lash out and burn up every trace of the rebellion that con-
taminates his kingdom, there is heavenly silence. Where is the 
absolute, crushing grip of sovereign omnipotence? Reassured by 
His silence that the Creator King is either a myth or a weakling, 
the peoples of the world rejoice all the more merrily in their 
impostor kings. What exactly is God waiting for? Why entertain 
this treason a moment longer? Why not reclaim His glory and 
His throne (see Hab. 1; John 3:17; Rom. 3:25-26; 2 Pet. 3:3-9)?

But then, in a small town, a baby is born, unnoticed by all 
the peoples of the earth. For what is He next to the great im-
postor kings they have erected? He has no wealth, no power, 
no status. But this tiny child who enters the world in humble 
weakness is the beginning of the rebellion’s end. For though they 
don’t recognize Him, He is the rightful King over all the peoples 
of the earth (see Matt. 2:2; John 12:31; Phil. 2:5-7; 1 John 3:8)!

He grows up and perplexes the rebel kingdoms. Who is this 
man? He is more like a king than any they’ve bowed to—nature 
itself obeys His command. And He Himself bows to no other 
king: not to Nationalism, Individualism, Tradition, Family, Re-
ligion or Wealth. But when the peoples of the earth put Him to 
trial, and the kings of the earth condemn him, He allows Him-
self to be butchered like an animal, nailed to a piece of wood. 
The peoples gather to sneer at the irony, and then return to their 

cards on the table
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respective kings’ banners. But of course, Death itself bows the 
knee, and on the third day the Creator-turned-Man steps out of 
His tomb (see Matt. 4:8-10; 8:27; 27:42; Mark 1:27; Acts 2:24; 
4:27-28).

What happens now? Is this the moment, we wonder, when 
the righteous judgment blasts the rebels? Will the kingdom be 
restored now? We might think so. Their treason is complete. 
Given the opportunity, they have murdered their King. Instead 
His followers receive a commission to tell all the world, every re-
bellious clan, that the deadly demands of justice have been met! 
Mercy and restoration are now available for every traitor! How 
is this possible (see Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Rom. 3:21-26)?

When the unrecognized King hung on the cross, the judg-
ment, the perfectly just punishment saved up for every treason-
ous act and treacherous word and traitorous thought, did final-
ly lash out and burn. Its beam, however, was confined to and 
concentrated on, not the rebels, but Jesus the rightful King. He 
suffered in their place so the rebels might be saved from them-
selves (see 1 Tim. 15). The reason for the mysteriously absent 
judgment becomes beautifully clear: God is rich in mercy. What 
He wanted from the start was to graciously redeem a nation 
of ex-rebels from their own treason. They would live forever to 
worship Him as their Savior (see Rom. 3:25; Eph. 2:3-5; 1 Pet. 
2:9, 24; 1 John 4:10)!

So Jesus tells His disciples that He is sending them to the 
world, just as His Father had sent Him. He sends them to bring 
life to the world in His name. Just as the treason is universal, 
so is the commission. His redeemed ones are to take the news 
that the King welcomes the rebels to repent and be reconciled to 
Him. With all provisions made on their behalf, He asks that they 
spread this news as extensively in the kingdom as the rebellion’s 
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contamination has pervaded. The righteous judgment still looms 
over the head of every recalcitrant traitor, and the peoples of 
the kingdom will assuredly one day bow before Him. In the 
meantime, however, grace is available to whosoever will (see John 
20:21; Acts 2:40; 2 Cor. 2:14-17; 5:18-21; Eph. 2:8-11; Phil. 
2:9-11; Heb. 2:1-3; 10:19-22).

And that’s the other half of the truth about the world where 
Wei Tao (and every single one of us) lives. The Great Commis-
sion tells him that this is a glorious age of unthinkable mercy. 
He is a redeemed rebel. He attained a reconciled status via the 
ministry of another redeemed rebel. And now, he bears the only 
hope for redeemed rebels all around him in northeast China, in 
central China where his family lives, and in the uttermost parts 
of the earth. So again I ask, how can he not live in the light of 
these truths? Is his decision to drop out of school or to become 
a church planter so radical when you consider the time in which 
he lives?

I’m in this same glorious age. A few months after my eye-
opening experience in Cincinnati, my same friend (who’s now a 
missionary in Morocco) invited me to go to Peru to train with 
a veteran missionary there. Not surprisingly, I fought him more 
on that than the trip to Cincinnati (there were no promised Aus-
tralians, for one thing). But he got me there, and when I arrived, 
I saw things that blew my mind. I saw churches filled with be-
lievers rejoicing over their state as reconciled rebels and young 
men and women who were volunteering to go anywhere in the 
world as ministers of reconciliation. They believed the provision 
of the cross was enough for the whole world, and they ached to 
bring glory to the King who redeemed them. In other words, 
they couldn’t experience this grace without their joy overflowing 
to the world. I felt that I, too, could no longer do so.
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Most of all, this is also your age. Think for a moment about 
your plans for the future. What is the driving force behind 
them? As you’re reading a book like this one, I’m quite sure your 
plans seem very reasonable and respectable to most people; but 
have you given sufficient consideration to the time in which you 
live? The Great Commission announces that an age of unprec-
edented grace has dawned. Christians who choose to live for a 
different purpose aren’t simply disobedient—they’re behind the 
times! Because of Christ’s accomplished work, we aren’t solely in 
a time of war; we are in a time of victory! Now is not the time 
to tremble in fear of the world’s darkness and rebellion! It is the 
time to shine light into that darkness!

This is the time in which you have been privileged to live. 
Blessed are your eyes, for they see. Blessed are your ears, for 
they hear (see Matt. 13:10-17). Can you make the major deci-
sions in your life—what job to take, where to move your fam-
ily, what to do with your money—without even considering the 
ramifications of this unique period of grace? Sure, it’s lasted two 
thousand years, but there’s still much ground to be won, and 
we aren’t guaranteed a single day more! What can you do to put 
down the rebellion of sin and restore worship to the One who 
alone deserves it? You have been sent forth by Christ with a guar-
antee of His power attending. With this confidence alone, you 
can march into the darkest places on the earth with the glorious 
news of reconciliation.  

Lives Forever Changed
These are truths that demand our lives. So please understand 

as you read the rest of this book that this is why I plead. I live in 
one of thousands, if not millions, of rebel outposts around the 
world. The need surrounds and often overwhelms us. 
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Obviously, my retelling of a story that you know so well 
isn’t enough to prove that you should 1) quit whatever you’re do-
ing and 2) become an overseas missionary. There are still so many 
questions and protestations left for us to wrangle. Why you and 
not someone else? Aren’t there other noble endeavors for believ-
ers to pursue? Why there and not here? Are you qualified to be a 
missionary? And wrangle with all these we shall. In the pages to 
come, my hope is to show you the many reasons that you should 
personally consider missionary service. I certainly realize that 
not every Christian belongs on a foreign field, but I will rejoice 
if anything written here is of any use in leading many more of 
God’s redeemed rebels to engage more fully with the worldwide 
war and the corresponding ministry of reconciliation.

I wanted to start off in this first chapter where we agree: the 
gospel has done something so monumental in the world that we 
can never live in the same way again. There’s a war on, and God 
has miraculously brought us to His side of the battle lines. So 
there’s no getting “back to normal” for believers. All our plans 
are merely provisional. While our list of agreements may extend 
no further than this page, I hope we agree that, whether or not 
you’re supposed to be a missionary sent to speak peace to the 
rebels in some far-flung battlefield of this global war, nothing 
could be more reasonable than for God to ask that of Wei Tao, 
of me or of you.
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