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rom the Bible’s beginning to its 
end, God announces salvation by 

His free grace alone. For many years 
the church gladly proclaimed the simple 
gospel, or good news, of the apostles: 
God saves sinners who can do nothing 
to save themselves.

But before long, most people forgot 
about the gospel. Some believed that 
God needed people’s help to save them. 
Some said that there was no way to 
know if a person could be saved at all.

In the middle of this confusion, 
God used men like John Wycliffe and 
John Hus to call the church to teach the 
Bible truthfully. After them, the greatest 
work of reformation began in Germany 
and Switzerland with men like Martin 
Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin.

Eventually, the churches in the 
lowland countries, now known as the 
Netherlands, also came to believe in the 
doctrines of grace—at least for awhile. 
This is a story about the tremendous 
challenges Bible believers in the 
Netherlands faced and how God 
moved in their time to champion 
once again the glory of grace! 
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ong before Jesus came to earth, the people 
who lived in the lowlands (today we call 

them the Dutch) lived in spiritual darkness. 
Around seven hundred years after Christ’s 
birth, missionaries brought the teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church to the lowlands. 
Many Dutch people believed these teachings, 
as they would for the next eight hundred 
years. In 1517, Martin Luther boldly spoke 
out against some of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s errors. Soon, many Dutch people 
began to believe the simple gospel message of 
the reforming church. 

But the Catholic Holy Roman 
Empire that ruled over the 
Netherlands, first under the 
Spanish king Charles V and 
then his son Philip II, would 
not lose its control without 
a fight. By the time Martin 
Luther was buried beneath 
the Castle Church of 
Wittenberg in 1546, a 
terrible persecution called 
the Spanish Inquisition 
had begun. Thousands of 
Dutch Christians were 
put to death.



y God’s grace the Inquisition did 
not destroy the Reformed church. 

In fact, many Dutch people began to help 
the Reformed cause by fighting against 
Roman Catholic Spain.

One such hero was the Prince of 
Orange, a wealthy nobleman named 
William the Silent. Under William’s 
leadership the Spaniards were slowly 
and painfully pushed back. William 
was greatly helped by the efforts of the 
Sea Beggars, a group of fierce sailors 
who freed several important towns and 
encouraged the Dutch people to fight for 
their freedom.

Spain was outraged by William’s success. 
In 1580 Philip declared William an outlaw, 
offering twenty-five thousand gold coins to 
the person who would turn him in, a reward 
he would have to pay four years later.




