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EPHESIANS

The EPISTLE

of PAUL

the APOSTLE tothe

Ephesians

title and author

The title of the book comes from the salutation
(1:1). The author is Paul, as evidenced by the let-
teritself (1:1; 3:1). Themes and language common
in Paul’s earlier letters appear frequently in Ephe-
sians, and the verbal similarities with Colossians
are especially striking. However, modern scholar-
ship has challenged both the traditional view on
the authorship and recipients of this letter.

In the modern era, Pauline authorship of Ephe-
sians has been questioned. Some scholars say
Ephesians appears to be too dependent on Colos-
sians. Although the letter seems like Paul’s writ-
ing, its phrases tend to build and multiply more
than in his earlier letters. The letter strikes some
as less instructional and more prayerful. Ideas that
are only implicit in his earlier letters (e.g., that
beyond local churches there is one worldwide
church) become explicit here. The author de-
scribes “hearing” of his readers’ faith rather than
having witnessed its evidence in person, although
Paul had ministered for several years in Ephesus
(cf. Gal. 4:13, 14; Col. 1:9; 2:1). Such considerations
lead many to say that Ephesians was written by
one of Paul’s students who was attempting to de-
velop some of Paul’s ideas, especially those in Co-
lossians.

The language and style of Ephesians differ in some
respects from Paul’s other letters. Still, they are
so similar to Paul’s that even if the letter did not
bear his name, it is difficult to imagine the church
crediting it to anyone else. Furthermore, it seems
unlikely that a student of Paul would be so eager
to imitate his teacher that he would transcribe
verses from Colossians word for word, and yet be
so daring as to move dramatically beyond Paul’s
theology of the exalted and reigning Christ to one
of a universal church.

The verbal similarities with Colossians are most
easily explained by assuming that Paul wrote
Ephesians shortly after completing Colossians.
Paul’s devotional and prayerful tone reaches its
height as he contemplates the eternal and uni-
versal significance of Christ’s church. In this way,
he continues his reflections on the subject that
dominated his correspondence with the Colos-
sians—the eternal and universal significance of
Christ. Because some early manuscripts lack “in
Ephesus” at 1:1 (see Date and Occasion below and
ESV text note on 1:1), some have proposed that
this epistle was a circular letter addressed not only
to Ephesus but also to other churches in Asia (cf.
1 Pet. 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 11). This wider audience could
explain not only Paul’s mention of “hearing” of his
readers’ faith but also the fact that his tone is more
meditative and less directed to specific local crises.
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date and occasion

The identity of the letter’s original audience has
also been questioned. This letter may have had
a broader audience than the church at Ephesus
alone. Some of the oldest Gk. manuscripts do not
include “in Ephesus” in the address of the letter
(1:1), reading instead: “to the saints who are also
faithful in Christ Jesus.” Several early Christian
writers seem unaware of a specifically Ephesian ad-
dress. The letter lacks the personal references and
greetings Paul almost always included in his corre-
spondence, and there are other details about which
Paul writes that seem to conflict with what we
know about his ministry in Ephesus (e.g., 3:1-13).

At the same time, no manuscripts name any other
city as the address of the epistle. Many scholars be-
lieve Ephesians was written as a general letter to a
number of churches in the region, which would
be in keeping with the sweeping contents of the
letter as a whole. It is possible that Paul origi-
nally sent the letter to Ephesus, but as the letter
was sent from church to church the address was
omitted because the contents had little to do with
Ephesus in particular. Or, it may be that the letter
was originally in two forms, one for the Ephesians
that contained “in Ephesus” and one for general
circulation that did not.

Questions about to whom Paul wrote this letter
also lead to questions about when he wrote the
letter. The imprisonment mentioned in 3:1 and
6:20 is the same as that in Colossians 4:3, 10, 18,
and is probably Paul’s two-year house arrest in
Rome (a.d.60-62), recounted in Acts 28.

Ephesus was the capital of the Roman province of
Asia on the west coast of Asia Minor (modern-day
Turkey). It lay between the eastern and western
halves of the Roman Empire and was among the
five most prominent cities in the empire during
the first century. During Paul’s unusually long
stay in Ephesus, it became the center for evan-
gelizing the western part of Asia Minor (Acts
19:10). Paul’s affectionate ties with this church are
evident in his farewell speech to its elders (Acts
20:16-38).

Ephesus’s most prominent civic monument,
the temple of the goddess Diana, was one of the
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. The city is
described in one inscription as the “nurturer” of

the goddess, and the goddess in turn makes Ephe-
sus the “most glorious” of the Asian cities. People
from the area would have appreciated the irony
of Paul’s words about Christ’s nourishing His own
body, the church (5:29). They would have appre-
ciated the point of contrast when Paul describes
Christ’s church as a glorious or radiant bride
(5:27). It was also in Ephesus that Paul’s preaching
of Christ came into dramatic conflict with an im-
portant trade dependent on pagan worship (Acts
19:23—41) and that the gospel inspired a great
turning away from the occult (Acts 19:17-20).
Paul’s call to expose the deeds of darkness (5:8—14)
and prepare for war against “the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly places” (6:12; cf. 1:20, 21;
3:10) would have struck the original readers with
special force.

genre

Because of its style, some have suggested that the
book of Ephesians should be classified as a written
sermon or a theological essay. The book, however,
generally follows the standard epistolary conven-
tions of the first century (see Introduction to the
Epistles). It contains a standard letter opening
(1:1, 2), body (1:3-6:20), and conclusion (6:21-24).
It should, therefore, be classified as an epistle.
As he does in his other epistles, Paul adapts the
standard conventions to his own purposes in his
letter to the Ephesians. For example, instead of
moving immediately from his opening greeting
to thanksgiving and prayer as he does elsewhere,
he introduces in Ephesians an extended rhapsody
(1:3-14) immediately after the greeting and be-
fore the thanksgiving. This has resulted in some
disagreement concerning whether the body of the
text begins with 1:3 or with 2:1. However, because
1:3-3:21 is a coherent unit, it is preferable to iden-
tify the beginning of the body of the letter at 1:3.

literary features

The most striking feature of this book is how it re-
flects a deeply and thoroughly Pauline approach
to thinking about the Christian life. Chapters 1-3
build up the “indicatives,” the glorious statements
of fact that undergird Christianity. Here Paul lays
out the riches that are ours in Christ Jesus through
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His work of redemption. Chapters 4-6 then offer
the “imperatives,” the commands regarding how
we are live in light of our calling and the riches
that are already ours in Christ.

Another important structural feature of this let-
ter is the repetition of the verb “walk.” Believers
formerly “walked” in trespasses and sins (2:1) but
now have been “created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them” (2:10). Chapters 4-6, the
applicatory section of this epistle, are structured
around the Christian’s “walk,” or way of thinking
and living. Paul begins this section by urging us to
“walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which
you have been called” (4:1). He later summons us
“no longer [to] walk as the Gentiles do, in the futil-
ity of their minds” (4:17). We are to be “imitators
of God, as beloved children. And [to] walk in love”
(5:1, 2a). We are to “walk as children of light” (5:8)
and “look carefully then how [we] walk, not as
unwise but as wise” (5:15). Paul picked up “walk-
ing” as a metaphor for one’s pattern of conduct
from OT precedents (e.g., Deut. 5:32; 10:12; Ps. 1:1;
119:1).

Although the letter does not frequently quote the
OT in a formal manner (see Eph. 4:8), it alludes
to it and engages it in other ways. Terms such
as “redemption,” “forgiveness,” “adoption,” and
“inheritance” evoke specific covenant blessings
mentioned in the OT (1:5, 6, 11). Paul invokes such
familiar old covenant realities as “circumcision,”
“the commonwealth of Israel,” “the covenants of
promise,” and “temple” in order to help believers
understand the nature and identity of the new
covenant people of God (2:11, 12, 21). Further-
more, the phrase “the helmet of salvation” directly
picks up terminology from the OT (6:17; cf. Is.
59:17). Other pieces of the “armor of God” allude
to weaponry wielded by the Lord, His Messiah,
or His messengers in the OT (Ps. 144:1-2; Is. 11:5;
49:2;52:7). No small part of the literary craft of this
epistle is the way in which Paul has seamlessly in-
corporated OT motifs.

characteristics and
primary themes

One of the key words in this letter is “mystery,”
which appears seven times (1:9; 3:3, 4, 6, 9; 5:32;

6:9). The first statement is the most important:
Paul tells us that God is now revealing the “mys-
tery of his will,” which is the uniting of all things
in heaven and on earth in Christ. The great evi-
dence that this cosmic redemption is happening
is the church, the body of Christ, His new human-
ity (1:23, 2:15). In the church, God is uniting Jew
and Gentile, reconciling them and tearing down
the “wall of hostility” between them through the
cross (2:14). This “mystery of Christ” was hidden
in past times (i.e., before the coming of Christ), but
is now seen clearly: “the Gentiles are fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and partakers of the
promise in Christ through the gospel” (3:6).

That means, then, that the church is central to
God’s purpose in the world because it is a sign of
the final reconciliation of all things in Christ. The
church is God’s precious possession, a colony in
which the Lord of history has begun to fashion the
renewed humanity after His own image (1:10-14;
2:11-22; 3:6, 9-11; 4:1-6:9). The church is a com-
munity where God’s power to reconcile people to
Himself is experienced and shared in transformed
relationships (2:1-10; 4:1-16; 4:32-5:2; 5:22-6:9). It
isa new temple, a building of people, grounded in
the sure revelation of what God has done in his-
tory (2:19-22; 3:17-19). The church is an organ-
ism in which power and authority are exercised
after the pattern of Christ (1:22; 5:25-27), and its
stewardship is a means of serving Him (4:11-16;
5:22-6:9). The church is an outpost in a dark world
(5:3-17), looking for the day of final redemption.
Above all, the church is the bride preparing for
the approach of her lover and husband (5:22-32).

theology of ephesians

Ephesians is a summary of Paul’s gospel. In ch. 1,
Paul reflects on the triune God’s accomplishment
of our salvation: God the Father chose His people
before the foundation of the world (1:3-6); God
the Son accomplished redemption for His people
(1:7-10); and God the Spirit applies redemption
to us and assures us that the inheritance is ours
(1:11-14). Throughout this epistle, Paul reflects on
salvation in personal and individual terms (2:1—
10), in corporate terms (2:11-22), in cosmic terms
(1:9-10; 6:10-20), and in historical terms (3:1-6).
Redemption is both individual and cosmic; as
such, it has profound implications for the way in
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which God’s people understand themselves and
live together (4:1-5:21). In particular, Paul uses the
plural pronouns “we” and “you” (1:12, 13; 2:1-3,
11-22) to emphasize God’s dismantling of the di-
viding wall between Israel (His ancient covenant
people) and the Gentiles through the sacrificial
death of Christ, by which the two have been made
one and given access to God the Father by the Spir-
it (2:14, 16-18). In summary, this letter impresses
upon us how comprehensive and far-reaching the
gospel is.

The gospel also transforms the way we conduct
ourselves in marriage, in parenting, and in the
workplace (5:22-6:9). Paul prefaces these com-
mands regarding our relationships and roles with
two significant points: (1) We are to walk in love
as Christ loved and as He gave Himself for us in
His atoning death and in His active obedience
(5:1). (2) We are to submit to one another out of
reverence for Christ (5:21). Love and submission
then serve as the foundation to our roles as spous-
es, parents, children, employers, and employees.
We are also kept from moralism by remember-
ing the cross and our redemption as that which
enables to live the lives to which Paul calls us in
5:22-6:9.

ephesians in the larger story
of the bible

In 1:9, 10, Paul tells us that God’s purpose, “set
forth in Christ,” is “a plan for the fullness of time,
to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and
things on earth.” All of history, including the his-
tory recorded throughout the OT (4:8, quoting
Ps. 68:18), moves toward this goal and destina-
tion—the bringing together of all things under
the sovereign rule of the crucified and exalted
Christ (1:19-22). Christ’s mediatorial reign is
most visible in the church (1:22; 4:7-14), through
whom “the manifold wisdom of God might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in
the heavenly places ... according to the eternal
purpose that [God] has realized in Christ Jesus”
(3:10,11).

Even so, under the new covenant, “the mystery
of Christ” was first made known by the Spirit and
through Christ’s “holy apostles and prophets”
(3:5). This mystery, whose fulfillment was not yet

visible during the era of the OT, was that Jews and
Gentiles would be fellow members of the people
of God, on equal terms and without distinc-
tion (3:6; cf. 2:14, 15). (Although “hidden” in the
sense of “not exhibited in history,” the inclusion
of the Gentiles by faith in a coming Messiah was
also foretold in the OT, as Paul argues elsewhere;
cf. Rom. 3:21, 22; 4:1-17; 15:8-12; Gal. 3:5-14.)
Christ’s universal reign is now on particular dis-
play in His church, drawn from all people and na-
tions who stand alongside one another as spiritual
equals in Jesus Christ.

christ in ephesians

This epistle helps us to understand the criti-
cal biblical doctrine of union with Christ. The
importance of this doctrine is evident from the
opening verses of the book. It is “in Christ” that
the Father “has blessed us ... with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places” (1:3) and that in
whom He “chose us before the foundation of the
world” and “predestined us for adoption” (1:4, 5).
It is “in the Beloved” that we have been “blessed”
by the Father’s “glorious grace,” and in Christ
that we have “redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses” (1:6, 7). In Christ
“we have obtained an inheritance” (1:11), and “in
him...you were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit” (1:13).

Furthermore, it was by being united to Jesus
Christ in His death and resurrection that we were
saved by the grace of God (2:1-10). In Christ, the
whole church is “being built together into a dwell-
ing place for God by the Spirit” (2:22) and is the
bride of Christ (5:25-33). We are joined to Christ,
as the body is to the head, and thus grow into ma-
turity (4:15, 16).

In this letter, Paul particularly emphasizes Christ
as raised from the dead as well as our union with
Christ in His resurrection. The very same Spirit
who raised Jesus from the dead made us alive
together with Christ (2:5), presently indwells us
(3:16,17),and is at work in us presently “according
to the working of his great might that he worked
in Christ when he raised him from the dead” (1:19,
20a). Paul’s point is plain—in Christ and by the
Spirit of the risen Christ, believers have all the
resources they need to walk with God in this age.
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history of interpretation

Paul’s teaching on slavery (6:5-9) has been the
occasion of both discussion and controversy, par-
ticularly within the last two centuries. For further
discussion of this issue, see Introduction to Phile-
mon: History of Interpretation. Ephesians 1:3—14
has played a long and crucial role in the Reformed
tradition’s understanding of the gospel. This pas-

sage is a concise and at the same time comprehen-
sive statement of the gospel that gives expression
to the distinctively Reformed approach to the doc-
trines of grace. Furthermore, Eph. 2:8-10 is one of
the most concise and complete presentation of the
doctrine of justification by grace alone through
faith alone that can be found in all of Scripture.
Ephesians 6:10-20 has often been emphasized in
discussions of spiritual warfare.
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outline of ephesians
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EPHESIANS 1:12

Chapter 1
17See!Zor. 1:1
bSeelCor. 1:1
Col. 1:2
24See Rom. 1:7
3¢2Cor. 1:3at.
1:3See Rom.
15:8ver. 20; ch.
2:6; 3:10; 6:12
4/[ch. 2:10;
2Thess. 2:13;
IPet. 1:2)ames
2:5; [Deut. 7:6;
26:18]2Tim.
1:9]; See Matt.
13:36ch.
5:27; Col. 1:22;
IThess. 4.7
5lver. 11; Rom.
8:29, 30See
Rom. 8:18er.
9; [Luke 2:14;
Heb. 2:4]; See
Luke 12:32
6%ver. 12, 14
7[John 3:35;
10:17; Col. 1:13];
See Matt. 3:17
77Col. 1:1Rom.
3:24;Cor. 1:30;
[ch. 4:30Bee
Acts 20:28ee
Acts 2:3fch.
3:8, 16; Col. 1:2]7];

GREETING

See Rom. 8:p&cts 20:27]

Paul, “an apostle of Christ Jesus *by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus, and ‘are faithful’ in Christ Jesus:
2?Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN CHRIST

¥Blessed be ‘the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing ’in the heavenly places, “"even as he 'chose us in him’before the foun-
dation of the world, that we should be “holy and blameless before him. In love *'he predes-
tined us® for "adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, "according to the purpose of his will,
®’to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in "the Beloved. "“In him
we have 'redemption ‘through his blood, ‘the forgiveness of our trespasses, "according to the
riches of his grace, ®which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight ®'making known’
to us the mystery of his will, "according to his purpose, which he “set forth in Christ °as a
plan for *the fullness of time, ’to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

“In him we have obtained “an inheritance, “having been predestined ‘according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to ‘the counsel of his will, ?so that we who

ISome manuscrigaints who are also faitfoiwittingn Ephesys Orbefore him in love, having predestine@rae lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight, makidg known

See Rom. 2:8"See Rom. 16{ee ver. 5 abotfler. 11; Rom. 8:28; 910t Bee Mark L:C6l. 1:16, 20; [ch. 3:15; Phil. Z8DEt. 4:20; 32:9; See feerl8ch. 3:11; [Rev. 4:11];
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spedl revélt'oreSee note on 24EB6
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words, stesti# thi t th's efistle ws! crcul r
letter'htended to be! 5 churchél V rous
ct'esh the prdtace of Ash!ddt'on to Ephesus
(cRETKEGRVER, 1)
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reflects on BelersO elbotfrom etelt§ ther
fortenesth the presenind th& 'hhett! ncen
the futuréblote throthout the rep&ton of the
phtt ses'® CHstO ot tHmM,O reféit to theh-
t'ml te urion Godlls estblshed between Ghr
'nd Fs peophs

13+#h the he" venl%pl" ces$Two of the other
f've'nst nces where"stphrse! ppe rs'n Ephe
s'Ins tve! be r'n#on'ts mén'n# heréchist
w!'s f"sed from the be! nd séted!t the F#ht

hi nd of the!fher @ the heven$ p! ces,O from
where Hgoverns! @ thhs to [for thel'se of]
the church@@2ydloreover, Belers hve!lso
been!tsed upnd séted wth Hm @ the hev-
ent pl cesO&PEHtOsttos over deth H's
won bégvers seles of beni$ (Oevspriu! |
bles$wO) for ith Pul blesses theteps

14 he chose usth him$See theatt! | note
OPredétditt'on! nd ReprobonO ortp9%& ul
reo’ces tht God chooses peoplé feft'on
shp wth Hmself (RO1BR9DIBED261&E, 7, 28
1R BCAHER21 Theki®(2 ThesBABTtus &Yo
Some gtest tht h HmO mas God fores
who would!lve f'th'h CHst!nd on tht b! s's
elected thethlot or$does tls sé#eston! dd!
thouwht th t's noth the text, but elsewhénd P

untrue to!$ th! t elecbn léds to treless;isul
I'Vhit (PR [4&D3, 17ERE6D27)

In love$If & loveO betsnith the precéut

pht se;t helps exi3h the hture of the hibless
I'nd bimelessness to'gihbekverdre ¢lled

th's's coristent with the use of the pke else
wheréh Ephétns (8742, 15, [BRPA't belows

w'th b, the phse explns prede'st t'on not
smps!'s! mtter of GodOs'Hen, buts! n!ct

of Hs love (H&&&Y4 s undershdh#'s prob

! bi$betted nd's coristent vith 22, 56

15" dopt Hn$See ROBRAD17(PH9B8R6, 2B

116 The thotht of God@ai'#ht$ love Ieds to
I'n exthvi#! nt outpoun# of pt'se (WA2, 14) to
God, whd b not offithe power biitso the Wt
to overcomidl obstclesh bin#h# the sfi'tu-
Hi$ded'hto! I'Vh# relt'onstp wth Hmself
(expndedn 2D1%)

&" ce $$$blessed us# the Beloved $OBe
loved® &wul 198 s retlls thelln#ul#e of Céb
183 butiso bi#s'hto vew the Redeerheiim
selfl n obect of GodOs éietove (1 PaE8D21
Re®%®)! nd ni$ echo the fherOs wotddesusO
b! pt'sm! nd tt nsf#ird t'on (Mtt9%887{1&Y4 he

I! ntul#te oftr! ce dorhl! tes v#6D86

17 See notes on%E{ 2836

the crogsor the rederfipi tht "'s$et to come,
see %%

19 m9ster %$or Rul, OfisteOs not conun
drumimpenetible to fite hurhn ré son, but
truth pretous$! nd pgrt"li$ Hdden tht 's now
fulsreveled throth the cothttof CHst0Geed,
5, 6, 10nd notelCc¥2 {Rorf &5D2F he use
of O8stefiOn Pul! wi$s Hs to déh some i
wth OT propHes, most of Vit hive béun to
be fullled dun#the churdite (c¥88, 4, &B82%6

110 the fullness of t #ne$THs does not+e
fer mp to the futureChist Hs!Irel d$ come
to bfn# redempon! nd! dopton (c¥63 1944, 5,
where Ofullness'ofO refers to thiger d$s
th! t hive béun vith CHetOstth ! nd redemp
t've won%

THt Chist's Oto teQ Il thin#s refers to'#l
mi ni#er'll or stewrdh# roleh GodOs ecofiom
(tr' nslted'n ESVs OphO)@Hs word refers
elsewher® the Greevorld td mi ni#er of!
househo(d 's! Iso used thw$ 'h Lue 1&2D%8%
Thedd !ppérs to be tht the household of the
cosmos!s becomelffimented nd'h ds ri$
beduse the householthiters! llowed ths to

h! ppen (Adn!nd b préerh)ochist's! fI"th-

ful household! mi#er who s come to put the
fri#mented householdbtotether, esp&tis
the sphtered rét'onstps'n the fmit$ of tht
househotd

111148 ul! ntcp! tes wht he VIl 4% 'n B
Ibout Jewsnd Gerfes b Ofellow leO of
the prorise'’h CHstOBekvi# Jews ofl BIOI$|
Owho were tHist to hopth CHstO $4.2),!Ilve
become Hs I$the vl of Godserites whollve
now receed the!sne prorse thtw! s mide to
Ist elNthe#ft of the H&@ Sfi'tNh! ve 'ew'se
become Hs, to the Pise of Godfis$%



EPHESIANS 1:13 2092

were the first to hope in Christ might be “to the praise of his glory. *In him you also, when
you heard ‘the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, ‘were sealed
with the ‘promised Holy Spirit, “who is "the guarantee’ of our ‘inheritance until’'we acquire
‘possession of it,’ 'to the praise of his glory.

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER

**For this reason, "because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love’ to-
ward all the saints, **I"do not cease to give thanks for you, ‘remembering you in my prayers,
“that "the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, ‘may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, **"having the eyes of your hearts en-
lightened, that you may know what is ‘the hope to which he has called you, what are ‘the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, ?and what is the immeasurable greatness of
his power toward us who believe, “according to the working of “his great might *that he
worked in Christ “when he raised him from the dead and *seated him at his right hand *in
the heavenly places, #“far above “all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
"every name that is named, not only in ‘this age but also in the one to come. ?And “he put

12ver. 6, 14;
[Phil. 1:11]

13 2Cor. 6:7; Col.
1:5;'Zim. 2:15;
[Acts 13:26; 15:7]
Jeh. 4:305ee
Acts 1:4

14'2Cor. 1:22
'Acts 20:32;

[ver. 18[Titus
2:14; See ver. 7
SeelRet. 2:9
Iver. 6,12

15"Col. 1:4;
Philem. 5; See
Rom. 1:8

16'Col. 1'Rom.
1:9;Zim. 1:3

17See Rom. 15:6
4[Col. 1:9]

18[Heb. 6:4;
10:32; Rev. 3:17,
18]; See Acts
26:18ch. 4:4;

[ch. 2:123h. 3:8,
16; Col. 1:27; See
ver. 7

TOrdown payment Oruntil God redeems his posse¥Simme manuscripts gmitr love

20"See Acts 2!Bee Mark 16:19; ActdPe83B:25ee ver. 321ch. 4:10; Col. 2:10; See JHE0R:35:2h. 3:15; Phil. 2:9; [HéfVam] 12:32] 227Cited from Ps. 8:6; Bee. 15:27

19‘ch. 3:7; Phil.
3:21; Col. 1:29; 2:12
Uch. 6:10; [Dan.
4:30]

111"1 th #hé&s $$$his Wil $A sweep st te-

Ounto the!pse of #o$ TH'S the rfin pont

ment on the compretemextent of God@s w of v8D14nd ths phrse's repkted! s thetio! |

'nd Fs sovetéh power to ént Hs ente pur
poseé nd pinYBekvers hve been Opretrest O
to recve! n Mhett! ncdd

113 séled$l"e thehdeble'mpresbn nide
b$! "reOs'thet i the H@Sfrt's!n'hwird
mir of GodOs owniershis peophisee theo
lo#d | note OB! t'onO 00580

the prom #ed Hol%Sp## $As Jesukbs'n
Lue 249, the HBISHI't 's the protse of the
AthefRertr'! bi§ tHs pronse’s extended tdl
those who tru$t CHst, Gefles! s well s Jews
(Ez&@®6, 700el@FJohn 141A6tsE, 5283,
38, 393 1984466

1148&u"r" ntee$The Sgt s not ofl! fulfil-
ment of GodOs peertohdwell K people, but
lsol #ul ! ntee tht He Wi bfr#them to thef-
n!I'nhett! nc€Ad down fSment or'fsthst II-
ment on tHefull redemtin (2 CA22 58%), the
Sprt's! foret ste of thédoi$ of thel#e to come
(RorPB&8D2F s's! prme ekmple tht the
I'tter d$s Hve béun (the endrhe'hhett! nce
'n the new dreon) butre noftet consumited

possessbn$h ulOs use of the word herbe
‘hterpreteth two W$s&(1) OPoskmEd refers to
our! cqurn# the completahett! nce of wish
the H@ Sf¥'t "s#ul ! ntee (so ESaf)e Old Test
ment spés of the Lot s peopleBiett! nce
(P&4&, GNurfa @0%2) GodOs peaplés G-
hett! nce,O v He W redeendtf lI$! nd fuls
' our resurrém (RoP823Ydhe Old Testent
tel ches tht God cho$epeoplés Hs'hhett! nce
(DeuBR(P88&2) nd purctsed them out of
bond#e to becoméd-ptzed posséss (E3a &
Deu?¥#( 14(M 19888 ul! lludes to th theme
'h w48, metarii GodGddBoushhett! nceh
the ¢'nt< Béid the ESVOs!OgkeCs the
Greeword Oredertynt,0O usédwa wth refer
ence to God€on'n rescttbelevergshus, the
second undenstin#'’s more'lefs (text not&p

Theto! | of the SPtOs s&w wot 's tHt 't be

I'nd ni"n pont of the KherOs woh v98D6 (&6
V6)! nd of the SonOs Wov9sD12 i ZFhus,
the ovefdh# m"n pont of! Il of ve8D1% tHt
the wor of the Tnt$'h elect, redeetn#, ! nd
sé 'nt's to thetloi$ of Gotlis's wi$ elecbn
I'nd prede$t t'on! re repited (v98, 4, 11hce
God n rece#lo$ for the worof redemfitn
onf'f thi t wor 's! Il of Gotlf beevers could con
tr'bute! nfth'n#'hdependeiitto ther 4 Ivit'on,
then Pul could'$ th! t theb#et! shre of thedo-
r$ buthstéd, he!$s! Il thetloi$ belows to Godb

115 be¢ use | h've he" rd$See Introdumts
Dite! nd Odsor® ul Hd mh'sterech Ephesus
for more thn two$e! rs, but thethe of wt'h#
m'$ bel's muchs fve$e! rs Ite@F he churchch
#rown coridet bi$shce thettt m$ !so be tht

P ul meribns people whieeth the t'es where
the efstle tculted whose!'th ! nd love he
' nows o report G4 notép

117 wsdom "nd of revel "t#hn #h the

' nowled & of H#n$See theakt! | note OThe
lllunth! t'on of the HBB'TO onYBO1BOme see
EpB& 7 s! n!lluson to 1%&% s 18" h d sdtte
's! prophek! bout the cot MesghOkttr™
bute@Accord# CHst'Ins tve ths! ttr'bute
of the Me&th betuse th$!re urted to Fm

I nd! re'dentf'ed vith Hm (note the refted &
ChistO oftHménh B, 4, 7, 11913)

118th"t %ou m"%' now$See theattt! | note

dom (8D10F s outcome resultsidfndm I
#! cel nd redounds 8id Hs#o1$%

119D23These versesttl the New TestentOs
te! cHh# on the resurréan! nd enthronement
of Jesus (@48 notéfh&!lso ni e two !l
contibutons to undetstdiw JesusO resumect
I'nd the dtus of bé&tversfrst, thelsne power
th!'t r1"sed Jesus from thedde! t wor 'h be
l'evers @, 536, 1%econd, Ghenoss Hs pe
st'on!s héd over evéih'n# for the s e of the
churctblot or$'s Chst! t the most éked pos
t'on'h the ulverse, He there represtéwtbe
I'evers @ Cdl88)! nd#overithe utverse for
ther §' e%he pincples of condubtEphéins
emphsze tht luthott$ exsts for the!'se of
sencédesus®)estc use of powknd! uthor
1$'h the'hterest of ' peoplts the Chat'InOs
model @, 2, 70282b&, 22D38)ul rerthds
h's Gerte réders of two sp&c w$s'h whch
ChistOs poweéslblessed thére braiht them
from déth to Ife (&D10)nd from I'eri t'on
from GodOs peopfectaon vith them @1D22)
R ulllludes to OTgs#es ted elsewhetethe
NT s fulfledh JesusOven$ enthronemeht
GodOght Hnd (P 1&(cPM r' 1BE1&HZ Acts
284D3RoriB84 HeP® 3) nd'h the sublisson
of!l tHh¥s under'sifeet (P8&(cPh Cet®R5DZ7
Helb28, %o

120 se' ted h#n $&h the he" venl %pl" cesh
See theak! | note OThe Astensf JesusO on
P84

Onowlede of Selfnd*nowlede of GodO B p 121" hove "Il rule "nd " uthor #%Ephesus

1278

the hope to wh #h he h's ¢'lled %ou$P ul
repéts tHs themén 4, shotw# th! t the urt$
of belevers fromi\eerse ke#round$s centil to
th's hope (#&3)0

h#s &lor#bus thher#" nce #h the s"#nts$it's
I'm! Zr#th! t God should sd teré s Fs'hhet
tince #theth#of people who were ontd'tle
trespssesnd obects of 14 wtth (RD3), iMin#
HS church the venue'spk$ Hs min'fold ws

I'nd'ts entrons werehotbed of occlaltrts! nd
st te#tes for pi! t'# ! nd mn'pul t'h Vs
'ble sf'tu! | powers (Acts&1D27 ul boldd
dedres tht 'h JesusO resuomiatd! sceribn,
God edtted Fm! bove Il unseen forcesd tHt
Jesus ‘elds K supreme ddon for thelse
Hs church ¢8&0 notéRuled! uthot$O here
focuses on'epowerss's clér from &2 nd Céb
280h compr'son to %6

th#"&e $ifthe one to come $C¥ CotER4%
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22°ch. 4:15:23;
Col. 1:18; 2:19;
[2Cor. 11:3; Col.
2:10]

23ch. 4:12, 16;

=50, Col 115, ba: BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

[ch. 5:23Cbr.
12:27¢h. 3:19;
See John 1:16
hch, 4:1Qer.
23:24; Col. 3:11]

2

Chapter 2

1 Col. 2:13; [Col.
1:2%)ver. 5; [ch.
4:18]; See Luke|
15:24

all things under his feet and gave him as ‘head over all things to the church, *'which is his
body, ‘the fullness of him "who fills ‘all in all.

'And you were “‘dead in the trespasses and sins ?'in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following "the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now
at work in "the sons of disobedience— *among whom we all once lived in ‘the passions of
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body’ and the mind, and "were by nature “children
of wrath, like the rest of mankind.’ *But’ God, being 'rich in mercy, ‘because of the great love
with which he loved us, °even ‘when we were dead in our trespasses, “made us alive together

2lch. 417,22;5:3, With Christ—'by grace you have been saved— °and raised us up with him and “seated us with

Col. 3:7; See R
11:30Cbr. 6:11
"[ch. 6:12; Rev,|
9:11]; See John|
12:31ch. 5:6;
[1Pet. 1:14]
3°Gal. 5:16ee

Ps. 51:5; Rom.

1[2Pet. 2:14]
47ver. 7; Titus

3:5;See Rom. 24 ONE IN CHRIST

“See John 3:16
5tver. 1; [Rom. 5/6,

8, 101Col. 2:12,

13; [John 14:19;

Rev. 20:4¥er.

8; See Acts 15:
6YSee ch. 1:20
7*ver. 4Titus

34

1 1Greefilesh 2Greelike the rest OrAnd

™ him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, ’so that in the coming ages he might show the im-
measurable “riches of his grace in “kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For “by grace you have
been saved “through faith. And this is ‘not your own doing; ‘it is the gift of God, ®‘not a result
of works, ‘so that no one may boast. °For “we are his workmanship, ‘created in Christ Jesus

*2"for good works, 'which God prepared beforehand, ‘that we should walk in them.

“Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumci-
sion” by what is called "the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— *#remember

87ver. §1Pet. 1:5; [Rom. 4[2€Jor. 3:5[John 4:10; Heb. 6:8 2Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5; See Rom¢B2#, 2829; [Judg. 7Y Deut. 32:6, 15; Ps.[€0:3:9; 4:24; Col./&N0}:24
i[ch. 1:4Tol. 1:101Rom. 2:26, 28; [Col. 2:11, 13]

2!1D3The hturl| st te of! Il hunhn bén#s's
sprtul | détho@hs cond'on's ufiversl&oth
Gerites (2)! nd Jews¥8)! re Obni ture ch-
dren of withO ¢& on PulOsaw of Oture,O see
Rorfdyseconth ther rturl | stte,!ll people
Ire'h! ctve rebebn!#!"nst Goghote the use of
OW' edn ref!rd to Getlesh 2! nd Qledd
reference to Jews?@4ttd, th&!re suject to
the el rule of$! n (¢lled’n W& Othe'pce of
the power of tH&rQcP/a 1948 Catg IFourth,
the$!re totl$ url ble to cese th& rebetbn
#!"nst God (Joh®¥&FTth, thes! re exposed to
the)ust! rifer of God%&58%( Rorfid 8D2%)

211%u were de" d$See thegtt! | note ORe
bth© orep8ss

214 But God$P ul g"nts ths bl¢ portt"t of
the hurhn &u! t'on to throvinto relef Godé@rs-
coud nd mertul response't®o

bec" use of the &e"tlove $God lovesspeo
ple of ¥ own W98 ul excludés$conlet t'on
of met, effort, orb''t$on the frt of those who

the present, thesé new rind (&3, ZRorf &,

God nd not s! hunin! cHevemenBhnersre

2)) newdentt$!s GodOddien (Ro¥84D17), dependent on Gatl@ousttt for ther belew
I'nd! new b1t$to Ive free from the control of'n#response to Ghfrom the moment of conver

St!n (Ros8ADE COR P hese rit'es! rel I
p!rt of wht't me ns tht the bekvefs utted to
Jesus Cétth Hs resurrebro

217 Thetround of out I t'on’s GodOs lbmed
mer§ ! nd'ts#o! | 's the promtn of Fs#! ce
I'nd"'ndness &note)o

218 %u h"ve been s'ved$SIviton's!

completeticton tHt hi's! present effeldh ts
el rl'er letters,!BI sp& s of slvit'on &her! s!

sorfRul ' es exfidt here wiht 's'mplct else
wheréh the New Téstent! bout the ulinl te
source of gh#fl"th (Acts &8 PHY%29Y%6

219 not " result of wor ' s$The sptu! | de th,
dominon I$ the deV¥! nd defn# deges)!nd
I"Ib'1$ to dv'he wrth thit cH r! ctefze both
Gerite! nd Jewp! rt from the Idi#! nd#! cous
'n't"It've of Goth CHst show ttt d IvIt'on's
whol$ GodOs warec#ed throth f"th ! lone,

future event (R&A9, 10) ¢s! present process ! Nd'n no W contwient on thententons or

(1 Corg2 CoRRB)One exceph's RovBR4,
where Ril puts!dv! t'on'h the pst, but gU'f'es
't I's neeti# complépn! t ChistOs retdn tHs
hope we werbved Béase Hv! t'on ultm! tel$
encomisses sevére I't'esNhcluth predest
n't'on, réenett'on ustf'd t'on,! dopton, sne
t''d t'on) nd#orf'd t'onNthe! postle i spé

of't!s! plstevent (predé&st'on, réenett'on,

come tofe (c¥Dew®, 8)The hopeless cond Justf'c t'on,! dopton), present procelsof$™

t'on of $inersp! rt from CisttHt Ful Hs de
sctbedh v#AD3 the context for undenstiv
h's té cHi¥ on GodOs éteth &P nd on 1
#ft of Ife heren v94b1%ote the sumn$'h
Rorfé9, 3%

215, 6 m'de us " Iwe $$$r#sed us up $$$
se"ted us$Thesére Hstofd | eventsn the
I'fe of Clst&HS resurrébn from the dd ! nd
enthronement the t#ht H nd of GaBut Pul
!lso! pples them to Beler$® ul te ched

dt'on)!nd! future re't$ ¢orf'd t'onPdlo rht-
ter the empiss'n! n$one psd#e,! Il who trd
expeence one of thepects ofl &/ t'on wil
cert"nl$ expekence Il of them (ROB28D3%)
SMt'on's! completettton wth! present ef
fect beluset 's! ccomhed $God nd sure to
be consunmited'h!ll of'ts fullne$éll who'lve
true f'th, Hvn# beenustf'ed, Wl cert'ni$ be
Horf'ed

And th# # not Y%ur own do #h&(# # the

urfon between Céir! nd those who come to&#t of God $THs prenthe’s most'letsrefers to

trust'h Hm (B CA&&D4), solthwh t 's $'d of
the RedeemémndIso be!sd of the redeentéd
WHt once tppened to Jesut ane t§ hi ppen
to beleverds well (2 C&868theb Wil be resur
rected téloi$! t HS return (RE8& 11 CetS)por

the whole complex dfis"on [$#! ce throth
fl"th!s! #ft of Go@®thers, howevérgt OtkO
I's refetn# spe'd lI$ to QTth@ In‘eer ¢se,

I ctons of those whom Go@&Fhe Chit'InOs
utter dependence ovitte#! ce! nd™' ndness
(W@) $encesll hunin bd sth# (Ro@&9D27
1 Co®6D3%)

2110 for &od wor' s$On$ f!"th, not wdrs,

d n bi#! cceptnce Wh God (98, 9)Butiood
wor s! re the ¥! 1! nd'hdspenkble consequence
I'nd eldence offé wth God (Tus 2438, 14
Jmes &4b26%od chosé&liélect to the them
hols sondnd d uthters @, 5),nd He ¥s now
fl sHoned them to be new fees of H'mi#e
(424), déghed for thénd of'fe tH t conforms to
GodOd dieter (&D&0YDuriood wars! re the
frut of $ V! t'on, notts ¢ use! nd those who do
not Hve#ood wdrs show th theb do not hve
svh# fl"th (c¥Rord6(J mes @2D28\Iso see
theol@d | note OAnoON!IN'SmMO 0vg2 7

th"twe shouldw"I' # them $Seed 52, 8,
1%note thé&oric contrst to Z2(4&%

2111 nide #h the flesh b %h" nds$The oppo
ste of ths ¢cum&on's the sptul | crcumé
son of the Het (Dewd @ §Je¥4&),! ppled to

shce f'th's'ncludeth the whole complexiéf s Gerited s well's Jews (Ro#28, 28PH%B& Cdto

vit'on, f'th 'tself must be understbsd#ft of

281D18)
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'that you were at that time separated from Christ, "alienated from the commonwealth of | ®2xo 222
Israel and strangers to "the covenants of promise, ‘having no hope and without God in the o s Col
world. ®*But now in Christ Jesus you who once were "far off have been brought near ‘by the | ca. 215 48
blood of Christ. “For "he himself is our peace, ‘who has made us both one and has broken Thess. 445
down 'in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments | 5% 2%
expressed in “ordinances, that he might create in himself one "new man in place of the two, 239(Col. 120}
so making peace, **and might "reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, | isps 727 wic.
thereby killing the hostility. "And he came and *preached peace to you who were ‘faroffand | o sss e
peace to those who were “near. **For ‘through him we both have "access in ‘one Spirit to the | ke 218ee
Father. **So then you are no longer ‘strangers and aliens,’ but you are ‘fellow citizens with e 22 o 7]
*Orsojourners vSee Rom. 6:4
16“Col. 1:20-22;
17Isa. 57:1¢er. 13Deut. 4:7; Ps. 148:1& [John 14:63h. 3:12; [John 10:7, 9]; See Rbhn¥:8iQor. 12:13; [John 4:29]ver. 12; [Heb. 11:13¢RA18]20; [Heb. 12:22, 23] [ACor. 12:13]

THE CHURCH

he church refers to all the people who belong to the
Lord, those who have been purchased by the blood of

Christ. Various other images and expressions are also
used to define or describe the church. The church is called
the body of Christ, the family of God, the people of God,
the elect, the bride of Christ, the company of the redeemed,
the communion of saints, the new Israel, among others.

The New Testament word for church, ekklesia, means
“those called out.” The church is viewed as an assembly or
gathering of the elect, those whom God calls out of the
world, away from sin and into a state of grace.

Because the church on earth is always what St. Augustine
called “a mixed body," it is necessary to distinguish between
the visible church and the invisible church. In the visible
church (consisting of those who make a profession of faith,
are baptized, and enrolled in membership of the institutional
church), Jesus indicated there would be tares growing along
with the wheat. Though the church is “holy," it always, in this
age, has an unholy mixture within it. Not all of those who
honor Christ with their lips honor Him with their heart as well.
Since God alone can read the human heart, the true elect
are visible to Him, but in some measure invisible to us. The
invisible church is transparent but completely visible to God.
It is the task of the elect to make the invisible church visible.

The church is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. The
church is one. Though fragmented by denominations,
the elect are united by one Lord, one faith, and one bap-
tism. The church is holy because it is sanctified by God
and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The church is catholic
(the word catholic means "universal”) in that its mem-
bership extends across the earth including people from
all nations. The church is apostolic in that the teaching
of the apostles as contained in sacred Scripture is the
foundation of the church and the authority by which
the church is governed.

It is the duty and privilege of every Christian to be united to
the church of Christ. It is our solemn responsibility not to ne-
glect the gathering together of the saints in corporate worship,
to be under the nurture and discipline of the church, and to
be actively involved as witnesses in the mission of the church.

The church is not so much an organization as it is an
organism. It is made up of living parts. It is called the body
of Christ. Just as a human body is organized to function
in unity by the co-working and codependence of many
parts, so the church as a body displays unity and diversity.
Though ruled by one “"head”—Christ—the body has many
members, each gifted and endowed by God to contribute
to the work of the whole body.
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the saints and ‘'members of the household of God, *“built on the foundation of the "apostles
and prophets, ‘Christ Jesus himself being 'the cornerstone, #in whom the whole structure,
being joined together, grows into ‘a holy temple in the Lord. #In him "you also are being
built together "into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL REVEALED

For this reason I, Paul, ‘a prisoner for Christ Jesus "on behalf of you Gentiles— ?assum-
ing that you have heard of “the stewardship of "God’s grace that was given to me for you,
*how the mystery was made known to me 'by revelation, “as I have written briefly. *"When
youread this, you can perceive my insight into “the mystery of Christ, *which was not made
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apos-
tles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is’ that the Gentiles are *fellow heirs, “mem-
bers of the same body, and “partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7*Of this gospel I was made “a minister according to the gift of ‘God’s grace, which was
given me ‘by the working of his power. °To me, ‘though I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given, ‘to preach to the Gentiles the “unsearchable "riches of Christ, °and 'to
bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery 'hidden for ages in’ God *who cre-
ated all things, **so that through the church the manifold ‘wisdom of God "might now be
made known to "the rulers and authorities ‘in the heavenly places. " This was "according to

TOrin 2The wordghis mysteryase inferred from versé@rby

‘See ver.per.
20]; See ch. 1:19
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the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, *in whom we have ‘bold-
ness and "access with ‘confidence through our 'faith in him. *So I ask you not to lose heart
over what I am suffering ‘for you, "which is your glory.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL STRENGTH

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, *from whom “every family’ in heaven
and on earth is named, **that according to *the riches of his glory *he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit “in your inner being, *"“so that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith—that you, being ‘rooted and ‘grounded in love, **may have
strength to ‘comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and ‘height and
depth, *and to know the love of Christ‘that surpasses knowledge, that ‘you may be filled

12'Heb4:16;
10:1%See ch.
2:182Cor. 3:4
‘Mark 11:22;
Phil. 3:9
13'ver. 1[2Cor.
1:6]

15"See ch.
1:10, 21
16"See ver. 8
Y1Cor. 16:13; [ch.
6:10; Phil. 4:13;
Col. 1:fSee
Rom. 7:22
17'[ch. 2:22Fol.
2:7Col. 1:23

187[John 1:5]

with all "the fullness of God.

2'Now to’him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, ‘ac-
cording to the power at work within us, #'to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus

throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

UNITY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

I therefore, "a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to "walk in a manner worthy of ‘the call-
ing to which you have been called, *with all "humility and ‘gentleness, with "patience,
‘bearing with one another in love, *eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 'the bond of
peace. “There is “one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one “hope that
belongs to your call—*°"one Lord, one faith, “one baptism, ®“one God and Father of all, "'who
is over all and through all and in all. "But ‘grace was given “to each one of us ‘according to

the measure of Christ’s gift. ®Therefore it says,

TOrfatherhoodhe Greek wapdltriais closely related to the worBdthrein verse 14
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AT ’“When he ascended on high ‘he led a host of captives,

(Col. 2:15] and he gave gifts to men.”’

9"See John 3:13

ass 2% | 9("In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into 'the

wseemak 1619 Jower regions, the earth?” “He who descended is the one who also ‘ascended *far above all
92dch. 123 | the heavens, that he might 'fill all things.) “And "he gave the "apostles, the prophets, the

o iz>d  cevangelists, the “shepherds’ and teachers,’ 2'to equip the saints for the work of ministry,

peszvmm. | for "building up ‘the body of Christ, “until we all attain to ‘the unity of the faith and of the
[Acts 20:28) knowledge of the Son of God, “to mature manhood,’ to the measure of the stature of "the

B erieosed  fullness of Christ, *so that we may no longer be children, “tossed to and fro by the waves

lj:[::err 152{5; and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in *deceitful
suach.123 | schemes. ®Rather,”’speaking the truth in love, we are to *grow up in every way into him who
wan 1.7 | is “the head, into Christ, *’from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every

Heb. 13:9; James

mede1zl | joint with which it is equipped, ‘when each part is working properly, makes the body grow

1wmomnaus; | SO that it builds itself up in love.
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“Seech.1:22 | THE NEW LIFE

16'Col. 2:19 . 4 . .
‘[ver. 7] “Now this I say and “testify in the Lord, ‘that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles

1mess 222),. do, /in the futility of their minds. ®They ‘are darkened in their understanding, "alienated

e’ from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to ‘their hardness of heart.

:18; [Col. 2:18;| 19 k . . .
L18i(co. 218 They’have become callous and “have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice

1e/Rom. 11:10)|  every kind of impurity. 2 But that is not the way you 'learned Christ—*assuming that "you

seevr3s | have heard about him and "were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, %to ‘put off "your old

19[Prov. 23:35];
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21:2Rom. 1:24,
26, 28] 20'See Matt. 11:2@1"ch. 1:18ol. 2:7 22°Col. 3:8; Heb. 12:1; Jam@etl:2IRbm. 6:6; Col. 3:9
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self,’ which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through “deceitful desires,
#and "to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, **and to put on ‘the new self, ‘created after
the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

*Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you “speak the truth with his
neighbor, for "we are members one of another. *"Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun
go down on your anger, ¥and *give no opportunity to the devil. ®Let the thief no longer
steal, but rather*let him labor, *doing honest work with his own hands, so “that he may have
something to share with anyone in need. *’Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths,
but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give ‘grace to those
who hear. ®And “do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, ‘by whom you were sealed for the day
of‘redemption. *‘Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away
from you, along with all malice. "Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 'forgiving one
another, as God in Christ forgave you.

WALK IN LOVE
5 'Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And “walk in love, ‘as Christ loved
us and "gave himself up for us, a "fragrant ‘offering and sacrifice to God.

*But "sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness ‘must not even be named
among you, as is proper among saints. *Let there be 'no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude
joking, ‘which are out of place, but instead 'let there be thanksgiving. *For you may be sure
of this, that “everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous ("that is, an
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. °“Let no one *deceive you
with empty words, for because of these things’the wrath of God comes upon “the sons of dis-
obedience. "Therefore ‘do not become partners with them; ®for “at one time you were ‘dark-
ness, but now you are light in the Lord. “Walk as children of light °(for ‘the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and true), ®andtry to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.

221[Hév. 3:13]
23'See Rom. 12:2
24'See Rom. 6:4
'See ch. 2:10
25"Zech. 8:16;
Col. 3:9; [ver. 15]
YRom. 12:5
26"[Ps. 37:8]
27See James 4.7
28YActs 20:35;
Gal. 6:10
Z1Thess. 4:11;
2Thess. 3:8, 11, 12
A[Prov. 21:26]
29%ch. 5:4; Col.
3:8; [Matt. 12:34]
Col. 4:6; [Eccles.
10:12]
307Isa. 63:10;
[1Thess. 5:19]
cch. 1:1See
ch. 1.7
3%¥Col. 3:8, 19
32/Col. 3:12, 13;
1Pet. 3:§2Cor.
27, 10]; See
Matt. 6:14

Chapter 5

Y[ch. 4:32; Matt.
5:7, 48; Luke
6:36]

2¥Rom. 14:15; [Col.
3:14]; See John
13:3%5ee Rom.
8:37"See Rom.
4:28See Gen.
8:21Heb. 7:27;
9:14; 10:10, 12

371Cor. 6:18; See
Gal. 5:1pver. 12;
Ps. 16:4]

4'ch. 4:29;
[Eccles. 10:13]

I Greeknan also verse 24

6 See Matt. 24:@ol. 2:8Rom. 1:18; Col.chi62:2:Pkt. 1:14]7¢ch. 3:6 8" See ch. 2:1S2e Acts 261dh. 2:5; See Luke 16:8; John 19:36865:22]; See Rom.IDIThess. 2:4; 5:21

‘[Rom. 1:28]

'ver. 20
5'See Tor. 6:9

Col. 3:5

"s the truth #+# Jesus$God ts broen the
cicle of deh #Vh#them n undershdi# of
HSs Sohnd Fs wor on th& behlf (&3, 1%)

412224 put off $$be renewed $Bput on $
Belo#t¥to CHst'hvolves reptidh#! n old'fe,
the w$ of V¢ AdmO (the Oold self,O or
m! nQtext note) nd embich#! new one, the

spé' truth wth ther néthbor, wish's#rounded
not orfs'h OT sipiture (Ze€B&6) butlsoh the
rel I't$ th!' t we belo#to one bdRl whch#rows
‘nurt$!'s we sge truth'h love @2, 15, %f)
VWR5D32, the bebr tH t P ulOs!reerd re ex
&8rjed to exbit s tht of the Onew nOVh#
out the rd't$of the new drgorb

w!$ of IvVh# O CHstO (the Onew self,O or OABE, 27Betuse drotd | urtt$! mortbetevers

mi nGYn &5, 16, spk s of GodOs treOone  d'spl$s GodOs rettoripower (MaD1L4D16),

new nhnGh CHst! nd recoritw belevi# Jews
I'nd Geries to God thrduHs cro$én Gl9827,
P ul destves conveom! s Oputit on Ctstdh
Themi#e's tHt of t" n# off fi$ed clothend

the deV espetii$przests dsrupton (262 Pp

4130 do not &r#eve$Tht 's, I$the destrutte
use of speech désmi'n W29dht the HS
St d n befr'eveds! n'ndd t'on of F$ bén!

putth# on new on@Beélso CORRD11, where persohnd not n'mpersdr forcéFhéde 's not

Pul m' es exfift thit th's chr#e of OclotO
(dentt$), from Alan to CHst, hs!Ire d$ hl p-
pened for Belergo

4125P85 P ul outhes % concrete!fis tHt

new to the New Tiasent! s's clér from RulOs
quot t'on of the prophet'l$ (186&0¥5he d
vsve!tt'tuded nd behvors forlldenih ¥81
d'srupt the Ut th! t the Sipit h! s esitbI'shedn

Chist'Ins Oput offO'thed Wes! nd Oput ond ChistOs churaB¥é

I'fe'n CHst&heb must turn frorfité to telh#
the truth (&5, 26), from uncontrdlie@r to
self-control &6, 27), from!dtetto useful bor
(428), from!mmful to helpful speec@9430),
from Bterness to love&ab8),! nd from unre
sti"ned sexlideSes td th! n' ful! ¢ nowlede
ment of GodDed#fts (BDF)n éch tse, Rul
offerd rd son for the thte from old to nétw

4125 members one of " nother$On thells's
(OthereforeQy thefeversre now Onew'mO
'h thellst Adim, th&hl ve the respob$t$to

4132D82" s God$$$' s Chist$Bekvers must
extend to othersNesti#$to fellow bedversN
the fo#Venessnd love ttt God hs extended
to thendtn the lame W8, betuse the Iseltes
were pur¢led from!sle$'h Etdpt, th& were
to Hve! spedl ret!rd for I'ens, sVes! nd the
dspossessédhér own st (B8R {2 Le%
13, IDeutsdF)The lane l&'t's foundn
JesusO new contmentds | hve lovedou,
$ou! Iso! re to love or@otherO (Joh84%

511" s beloved ch#dren $See note on%B&RA

fm’ nowlede of GodOs llave of oneOkaglh
H's 1 m1$ (&) mov! tes the selt-stf'ce neces
d r$for Chst'In IV (cORBY6

513, 4 proper $$$out of pl " ce$To tiv'!l'ze
the sexi rel t'onstp (Ocrudi' n#O) on the one
h! nd or tédolze't on the othés out of step'th
ourdentt$! s Ot As those choserntlled
(8D6) to be GodOs restdmde (@4), wela

I ccept Godfis, heluth#sextltg wth thin' s-
#Vh#, ! nd restore them to theroper use (Prov
588, 12 T4 DHeBL&P6

516 Althoth the @ of retorih# mi$ be defed
wth OemgtwordsO ¥8f PR, 4), Gogdn-
ment Wl mi' e! fhil sepr! t'on between Othe
sons of 'HobeténceO&cPAB)! nd GodOs be
loved chdren @, $58%6

5!7 do not become p"rtners w #h them $
Chist'Ins must cofier the firful desh$ of
nonbeéversgnd refuse fo'h thenih ther folts
(1 Pe88DbI)nsteéd, théshould rememberithe
stitus! s prt!" ers ith the Jewh the profae of
Godn CHst (&6

518 one t#ne $$$but now $See &1, ¥& ul
wi nts béevers to do moré mhbst"n from the
th'éis tH t brh# GodOsltoFhé shouldve! s
Ochdren of'thtO (Gl 3 noté result of the
beleversO'on vith CHet's tHt He whés Othe
I"#ht of the worldO (JoRZ &) hs mde them
!Iso Othiit of the worldO! (M&& 4%
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1¥SedCor.
5:9'Rom. 6:21
'Rom. 13/12v.
19:17Tim. 5:20
12%[ver. 3]
13John 3:20, 21,
[ver. 9]

14"[Isa. 51:17;
52:1; 60:1; Mal.
4:2]; See Rom.
13:11sa. 26:19
°Luke 1:78, 79
15°Col. 4:5; [Proy.
15:21]

16”[See ver. 15
abovefch. 6:13;

"« Awake, O sleeper,
and "arise from the dead,
and *Christ will shine on you.”

“Take no part in the "unfruitful ‘works of darkness, but instead ’expose them. ?For ‘it is
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. *But when 'anything is exposed
by the light, it becomes visible, *“for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

*"Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, **’making the best use of
the time, because ‘the days are evil. * Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what "the

Eccles. 12:1; amos Will of the Lord is. ®And “do not get drunk with wine, for that is ‘debauchery, but “be filled

5:13; Gal. 1:4
17Rom. 12:2;

with the Spirit, *addressing one another in "psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing

Imhess. 43516 - and making melody to the Lord with your heart, " giving thanks always and for everything

18Prov. 20:1;
283:20, 31Cdr.
5:11Titus 1:6;
1Pet. 4:4[Luke
1:15)

19°Acts 16:25;
1Cor. 14:26; Col.
3:16; James 5:13

20%Col. 3:17;
IThess. 1:2;
2Thess. 1:3
“Heb. 13:15;
[John 14:13]

2¥[Phil. 2:3]

227For ch. 22D6|

reverence for Christ.

WIVES AND HUSBANDS

to God the Father “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, *’submitting to one another out of

27Wives, “submit to your own husbands, “as to the Lord. #For ‘the husband is the head of
the wife even as ‘Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is “himself its Savior. » Now as
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit/in everything to their husbands.

%Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and "gave himself up for her,

0,
see Col. 3:18p4:1 “See Gen. 3[th. 6:5] 23°1Cor. 11See ch. 1:22[MBor. 6:13]24/[Col. 3:20, 22; Titus 228 ver. 28, 33Ffat. 3:Fyer. 2

5113# becomes vitthle$R ul! ssumes th
cert"n shslre so dimeful tht bri#'ti them
to I'tht wil shme some nonteekersnto repen
t!ncéFhe Chit'InsO presehiome ri$ expose
shs throth contrst, or Chst'Ins ni$ opert
denounce suc¢h$€# ul quotes whmi$ be!l n
el rl$ Chbkt'In Hhmn rerin'scent of number of
Old Tesment psd#es (eo#4602)! nd ¢lis
upon the §fiul lI$de d to fse upnd recke the
I"tht of CHst (cY22.D19)

5114 Therefore# s"%s$RP ulOs QA O sleep
erCs'htroducedis! quott'on, butts sourc
I'n OT text, evélowh# for! postok edtor'!l
modf'c! t'ons, hs not beeldentf'ed wth cer
tI"nt$%bhemite of I'tht (be'tt ' th's context)
Ind!w!" edh#or ISh#'s founch 186G, desbr
'n#tthe restdt'on of I1$el'h the endinegthere
the Lord &hes'#ht on Idel,! nd here Cht's
‘dentf'ed vith the God oRBO'h st I'tht on
peoplébiowever! @ m$ be &'n#! porton of
I'n dri$ Chist'In mn wellnown to the church
es/)s he seems to do elsewhel&@@B1 Colo
185D2Q T8k 6%H tHs's the kse;t would bé
h$mn tht h's beetnfluencedtiS6R6

5118 drun' wi#h w the$CHkt'Ins! re not to be
under the control'nfoXd t'n# bevetes, but
rl ther the contrii#'hfluences of the $iB1't%

be f#led w#h the Sp##$THhs's better ins
I'ted Obdled $mé ns of the SH® Wie the
sdI'n# of the Spt (B3, 1480)s! once-foHl
'nt"It'on'nto the Clgt'In Ife, the 'fi'# of the
Spr't I pples td Il the CPst'In Ife9dHs fil'T's
prafres¥e! nd's to be sahit on! n oo bl -
S%n the [l llel psdtte'nh Colodws, Rul tells
Chist'Ins to let the Qpe of ClstGrovern thie
he rts! nd to llow the Oword of &firto dwel
them tthis (CEIB5, 19he one whoflled vith
the Sp't 's flled vith CHkt, God,nd s Word
(Epki23R 942 (cPohn BB, 18 &2D(B& P

5119E21" ddressth& $$$m™# n& melod %6556
&#h&th" n' s $Esubmit Hh&$hese wortise
dependent on thepett've Obdléd with the Sp

'tA nd thereforelire exptt the! ctons tht result
from! nd exto't the SitOsItreh belevers®dgso

5119 one" nother $$$to the Lord $Wors'p
's offered to Gotbn&At the lame tme, there
'sllso! hunhin dmen%n to corpbie worstp,
shce people wolshatether nd! ddress!eh
other for tHemutul benet (1 CetdHeb@4Y6

ps"Ims" nd h%nns" nd sp##u " | son&s$See
topd I! rt'cle OWolis® ora38%

5I21THS ti nst'orl | verseés Ist'h! sefes of
expressns expint# the effects of g flled
wth the Spt (vWA9D21 née¥!rdless of tie
so¢!l i n', !l CHst'Ins should tiern th& sotll

beH vor on the hutit$! nd™ndness of Ctr
(482D&( cPhue 224DIVohn RBAD1IGHs
subrfsgon Oto oneother® further exished
b$ the forms diuthoft$! nd subrsson'h the
spet'c rellt'onstps tcussed R2D&%

512289 At lést!s fr b ¢ !'s Aktotle (fourth
centup+%),%Greeettts hd ! ddressed rebn
shps Wth'n the househdtd! fl m1"lr p ttern&
hushbndd nd whes, prentd nd chdren, rirsters
I'nd diveseoristentf thehterest s to help the
m! le héd of household e to#overn 15 { ml$
I'nd dive$in th& tre tment of such rulesylPnd
Peter (1 P@28D@) ttnsform the quést from
how hudinds, ffthers! nd nisters doin! te to
how th&d n'mt! te the love of Gith thér own
I'ves B nurtuint those under the re¥8mult -
neous!s whes, cldren! nd dlves understd
thet rolegh terms of séce to Chat, thé turn
from bé pl ssve obectsh! sot!l world tht
devlues therind beconibstéd! ctve prtners
wth Goth expre§st Chbt'In love befoteworld
d\/ded B#endette,! nd econoit®o

5122b32Jesugves'fe to! new commuif of

loveNthe church’skbwn bakls love Iso de
f'hes the tmr'l#e rellt"onstp for s peoph ul
tel ches tht theendersre complemets! nd!
min!nd! womn!re equl before Gétleth mr-
r'l#e, God'ls ¢lled the hushd to exe'se leder
sHp%B 1k Iéderstp's not bsolute, for the hiisd
'S not to be followé&die tlis s wfe to §1%lever
theless, the htisdOs! lderstp roletVes hn the
‘Nt It've'n drectrithis 1 mi$'h#orf$ttthe Lord,
to wheh the Ve responé ulOs undéraihi's
#roundecth the crig'on order (1 @8, 1 %
283),nd he'lt es! ccount of thénterh# effects,
everl mor# Chist'Ins, of the fi (1 T/ 4)Re
dempbn'h CHst restores thietm! < men nd
women were tted to ejo$'h i r14#e%

5122 submit $A Ctt'In wie's ¢lled ta#! teful
I ccepttnce of her hustOsre! nd Iédershp%

"sto the Lord $See%@46

5123 he'd of the w #e $$$he"d of the
church$in other!sg#es on CktOs hastp'n
th's letter, Ril sp& s of the ¥ Chikt#overns
the ufiversénd the churcl®@) nd servés the
source of the bk hith ! nd#rowth to rhtu-
rt$ (&4D1%)

h# bod%J it s, the chureh Hs bo@NChist
Hmselfhdwells the churci?g8D30nd rules
over héb

S'vibrslt's espéti$'h Hs rolds Svor tHt
Chist serveks the husindOs modell@aD27
I'nd note&)p

524" s the church $$$s0" Iso w#es$The
churchOs Yadfon to Ctst's! revéled! nd
he ven$ order, ndt nl turl | orde¥&histOs's
cples were'siffends, ngust Fs sernts,! nd
He ted for them (Joh&2B(&Phklie 2R25D27)

5125 Husb' nds, love$The empHs'h the ps-
d#e's not the husbdQsithott$ to#overn, but
h's respoti®it$to loveo
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26'Titus 3:5; [Rev.
7:14kh. 6:17;
Heb. 6:5; See
John 15:3

27F2Cor. 11:2; See

*that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by ‘'the washing of water 'with the word,
50 "that he might present the church to himself in splendor, ‘'without spot or wrinkle or
any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.’ #In the same way "husbands

should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 2 For no Zzﬁn-vlfggg;
one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, | socen. 223
“because "we are members of his body. **“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother | S *1°
and hold fast to his wife, and "the two shall become one flesh.” **This mystery is profound, Mark 107.8;
and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. *However, ‘let each one of you love 2:241Cor. 6:16
his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she "respects her husband. e
CHILDREN AND PARENTS Chapter s
‘Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. *“Honor your father and | 5oy ¥ %
mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), *“that it may go well with you | 2cited rom e
and that youmay live long in the land.” *Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, “but e 18:19:
bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. FRTRAIN
BONDSERVANTS AND MASTERS o
*'Bondservants, obey your earthly masters’ with fear and trembling, “with a sincere heart, 53'511%. 218
“as you would Christ, not by the way of eye-service, as “people-pleasers, but as bondservants | ez

67See Gal. 1:10

of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, "rendering service with a good will as to the 'see cal 110

Lord and not to man, ®*knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back

“Gal. 3:28;
from the Lord, “whether he is a bondservant’ or is free. °Masters, do the same to them, "and | ™%
stop your threatening, knowing that ‘he who is both their Master’ and yours is in heaven, o 1313 ob
and that “there is no partiality with him. Deut. 10:17

TOrholy and blamele3®rslavesalso verse 6 (for the contextual rendering of the Gdeelossrd PrefacéDryour masters according to the fiesklavefor the contextual
rendering of the Greek wotdossee PrefacéfGreekord
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10°Ran. 4:20
(Gk.);'Rim. 2:1;
[1John 2:14]; See
ch. 3:76h. 1:19

1Pver. 14; Job
29:14; See Ron).
13:1%er. 13;
[2Cor. 10:4]
‘ch. 4:14

12See!Cor. 9:25
kch. 1:2%ee
ch. 2:2Luke
22:53; Col. 1:13
"[ch. 3:10Bee
ch. 1:3

13'[1Pet. 4:1]
ch. 5:16

14'1Pet. 1:13; [Isa.
11:5]; See Luke|
12:39sa. 59:17;
IThess. 5:8; [Isa.
61:10!Cr. 6:7]

15lIsa. 52:7; Ron).
10:15; [Ex. 12:1{1]

16'[1John 5:4]
V[Ps. 1204Bee
Matt. 13:19

17[See ver. 14

THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD

‘°Finally, ‘be strong in the Lord and in‘the strength of his might. *“Put on "the whole ar-
mor of God, that you may be able to stand against ‘the schemes of the devil. *For’we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against ‘the rulers, against the authorities, against ‘the
cosmic powers over "this present darkness, against "the spiritual forces of evil ‘in the heav-
enly places. ®Therefore "take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in “the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. **Stand therefore, "having fastened on the
belt of truth, and *having put on the breastplate of righteousness, *and, ‘as shoes for your
feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. **In all circumstances take
up “the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all *the flaming darts of “the evil one;
and take ‘the helmet of salvation, and “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,
“®praying”at all times “in the Spirit, “with all prayer and supplication. To that end "keep alert
with all perseverance, making ‘supplication for all the saints, ®and “also for me, that words
may be given to me in opening my mouth ‘boldly to proclaim ‘the mystery of the gospel,
»for which I“am an ambassador “in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.

*Heb. 4:12; [Isa. 49:2; HIE®:%:2] 18'Luke 18dude 20; See Rom 8@k 4:2/5ee Mark 13BEm. 2:1 19'Col. 4:3Thess. 5:25@ss. 3:1; [Isa. T4 Acts2dch. 3:3
209SeeZor. 5:3Bee Acts 28:20

above]
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FINAL GREETINGS

#'So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the beloved broth-
er and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything. I have sent him to you for this
very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may “encourage your hearts.

='Peace be to the brothers, and "love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. *Grace be with all who "love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.

TOrbrothers and sisters

21Col. 4:7'8cts
20:4;Zim.
4:12; Titus 3:12
22'Col. 2:2
23Gal. 6:16;
2Thess. 3:16;
IPet. 5:14Gal.
5:6;!Thess. 5:8]
24"[1Cor.
16:22]

6!21D24 Tehtus$See note on%&| 85 he bsence of persbireethts'n ths letter i$ be! n'ndd! t'on tht 't w! s'ntended fottcul t'on to more tim

one churéBee IntrodtmtsD te! nd Odsorb
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RUTH

The DO OK of

Ruth

TITLE AND AUTHOR

The writer of the book of Ruth is anonymous.
This, however, has not stopped speculation in re-
gard to authorship. A widely held position is that
Solomon wrote the book after the death of his fa-
ther, David. The Babylonian Talmud considers the
prophet Samuel to be the author: “Samuel wrote
his book, Judges, and Ruth.” Some commentators
argue that this makes sense because they believe
that Judges and Ruth were originally one book.
Others argue that Ruth was composed during the
fifth century s.c. The title of the book does not
help to identify the author. It simply refers to one
of the main characters of the story and not to its
writer.

DATE AND OCCASION

The earliest date the book of Ruth could have
been written is during the time of David because
the genealogy at the close of the book ends by list-
ing his name. David’s rise to the throne of Judah
occurred around 1010 B.c., and he ruled over Ju-
dah, and later over all Israel, until about 970 B.c.
The author thus wrote the book during David’s
reign or later. The writer may have employed
both written records and oral history that were
related to David.

The setting of the story is provided in v. 1 of the
opening chapter: “In the days when the judges
ruled.” The period of the judges is the backdrop for
the story of Ruth, and that period is encapsulated
in the last verse of Judges: “In those days there was
no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in
his own eyes” (21:25). That statement reflects a
political anarchy in which there was no central
authority in Israel. It also demonstrates a lack of
spiritual focus; the land was dominated by relativ-
ism. God’s Word was no longer the standard of liv-
ing. The people were trusting in themselves and
ignoring their covenant obligations to God.

The story takes place during a time of famine in
the land (1:1). Agricultural adversity struck the
people of Israel in the Land of Promise. In the Old
Testament, famine is often understood as a sign of
God’s displeasure with an unfaithful Israel (Lev.
26:18-20). This reflects the period of the judges, a
time of disobedience and unfaithfulness. This was
also a time of moral collapse, great apostasy, and
physical hardship. The looming question at the
outset of the book is, how will the people of Israel
respond to such adversity?

GENRE

The genre of the book of Ruth is historical narra-
tive in the form of a short story. The book contains
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a simple plot that revolves around three main
characters: Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz. Its literary
style stands between a short tale like the brief ac-
count of Ehud (Judg. 3:12-30) and a long novella
like the extended record of the life of Joseph (Gen.
37-50). The purpose of short stories in Scripture
is to teach and encourage the people of God in an
entertaining way.

LITERARY FEATURES

The book is written in highly artistic prose narra-
tive. The writer employs various literary forms in
order to present his message in a dramatic manner.
For instance, the author uses leading words that
appear repeatedly throughout a passage. In 1:6-22
the verb “to return” appears twelve times. While
this verb can simply indicate one’s physical return
to a particular place, it is often used in Scripture to
refer to spiritual renewal (e.g., Hos. 3:5; 6:1; 7:10).
So, the repetition of the verb in Ruth likely signi-
fies that the characters were returning not only to
the Land of Promise but also to the Lord.

The meaning of the names of the charactersis also
important for the development of the story. For ex-
ample, “Naomi” derives from a Hebrew word that
means “sweet, pleasant, delightful” (1:2), but by
the close of chapter 1, Naomi wants to be called
“Mara” instead, which means “bitter” and not
“sweet.” These names thus echo Naomi’s radically
altered circumstances.

Another interesting feature regards the women of
Bethlehem. They appear in 2:19 and again in 4:17.
As secondary characters they serve to move the
narrative along at these two crucial junctures.

CHARACTERISTICS AND
PRIMARY THEMES

1) Emptiness to fullness.overarching theme is
how God fills people who find themselves empty.
Though titled “Ruth” because Ruth is the heroine,
the story is largely about Naomi’s being brought
from emptiness to fullness. Having lost all of the
males in her life, which means losing all forms of
temporal security and provision, Naomi begins to
be filled as Boaz, through Ruth, provides her with

grain (2:18; 3:17), and she experiences poetic full-
ness when Ruth and Boaz provide her with a son
(4:13-17).

2) Cost of disobedierite. people of God need to
understand that there are consequences to their
sin. Although believers have been delivered from
sin by the work of Christ, there are yet temporal
results from disobedience to God and His Word.
Elimelech and his family are God’s covenantal
people, yet when hardship strikes, they move to
Moab. They place themselves under Moabite au-
thority, and even the two sons of the family marry
foreign women. This activity results in poverty,
death, and widowhood.

3) GodOs sovereighty’s providence shines forth
even in the midst of sin and disobedience. Though
Elimelech’s family moves to Moab, a land of un-
believers, this book highlights God’s sovereign,
unconditional election of Ruth the Moabite as
a believer. She is made an heir of salvation. This
story, then, is a picture of the engrafting of the
Gentiles into the people of God. The fact that Ruth
is included in the genealogy of Jesus confirms
this truth (Matt. 1:5). God’s sovereignty is further
revealed throughout the book in many ways. He
providentially preserves the line of the Messiah;
behind the scenes, God is working, guiding, and
directing the events of the story.

4) Faithful livingBoaz and Ruth are characters of
faith and people of integrity, industry, and honor.
They exhibit their faith in how they live and act.
Their conduct is a true reflection of their faith as
followers of the Lord.

5) Redemptiofihe biblical concept of redemption
is the heart of the story. Redemption was a He-
brew cultural practice in which something alien-
ated might be restored to a family by a kinsman-
redeemer or next of kin. Thus, if someone had to
sell himself or his land to pay a debt, the kinsman-
redeemer had the duty to step in and act upon
the situation. He was to redeem and restore. As
one can imagine, there were varied circumstanc-
es in regard to these laws, and the book of Ruth
presents customs applicable to the period of the
judges. More importantly, the Hebrew customs of
redemption are a picture of God’s relationship to
and activity on behalf of His covenant people.
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RUTH IN THE LARGER
STORY OF THE BIBLE

Although the human relationships in the story
ought to be encouraging to the reader (and in
some ways the characters are worthy of emula-
tion, especially Ruth and Boaz), this is hardly the
main point of the book. More important is that
the book of Ruth anticipates the coming of a king
to the throne of Israel. The book records the an-
cestry of David, the most beloved king in the his-
tory of Israel. The book thus finds its climax in
the coming David, whose ancestors are Ruth and
Boaz. Moreover, by describing both Boaz and Obed
as redeemers (4:14-15), the book of Ruth suggests
that David will also be a redeemer. Therefore, the
book serves the higher purpose of pointing to the
future reality of David and his line.

CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF RUTH

The eventual arrival of David, however, is not the
ultimate climax of the book. In reality, the book
has its final fulfillment in the coming of the last
and consummate king—TJesus Christ, the son of
David. Indeed, many of the main characters are
listed in the genealogy of Jesus (Matt. 1:1-17). The
reader needs to keep Christ’s genealogy in mind
continually when studying the book, for the
provision of a son for Naomi is a key part of the
story of Israel and God’s salvation, the glorious
end of which is the great coming of the Messiah,
our redeemer. The women of Bethlehem declare
to Ruth that a son, the redeemer, has been born to
her (4:17). The angels declare to the shepherds the
birth of the “Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke
2:10).
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OUTLINE OF RUTH

L "#$%! 1&'%()!'*
A. Naomi Loses Her Husband and Sons (1:1D5)

B. Naomi and Her Daughters-in-Law Leave
Moab (1:6, 7)

C. Naomi Urges Orpah to Go Back Home
(1:8D14)

D. RuthOs Solemn Promise (1:15D18)
E. NaomiOs Bitter Homecoming (1:19D22)

11.23)4 56'#"& " )4' 7!'6*& $7 8$#9 +0-,/0:1
A. Ruth Goes Out to Glean (2:1D3)

B. Boaz Meets Ruth (2:4D16)
C. NaomiOs Assessment of Boaz (2:17D23)

+,-./001

1. 23)4 ;1&1& 8$#I #) )4' )42'&41"5 76$%$2
+:-,/,<1

A. NaomiOs Plan (3:1D5)
B. Boaz Discovers Ruth (3:6D13)
C. Ruth Returns to Naomi (3:14D18)
;. 8%#9 2" %& 23)4 +=-,/,01
A. The Close Relative Excuses Himself (4:1D6)

B. Ruth and Boaz Are Married before Wit -
nesses (4:7D12)

;L "H#$%! 1&7166'F +=-,:/001

A. The First Child Is Welcomed and Blessed
(4:13D17)

B. Genealogy from Perez to David (4:18D22)



393 RUTH 1112

Chapter 1
1%Judg. 216
bGen.12:10; 261;
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24Gen. 3519
6°Ex. 316; 431,
Luke 1:68/Ps.
13215

89Josh. 212, 14;
Judg. 124 hver,
5 ch. 220
9'ch.31
11Gen. 3811;
Deut. 255

NAOMI WIDOWED

In the days “when the judges ruled there was ‘a famine in the land, and a man of ‘Bethle-

hem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons.
2The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his
two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were ‘Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They
went into the country of Moab and remained there. *But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi,
died, and she was left with her two sons. * These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, *and both Mahlon
and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.

RUTH’S LOYALTY TO NAOMI

®Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she
had heard in the fields of Moab that ‘the Lorp had visited his people and ‘given them food.
’So she set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went
on the way to return to the land of Judah. ®But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go,
return each of you to her mother’s house. May the Lorp ‘deal kindly with you, as you have
dealt with "the dead and with me. °The Lorp grant that you may find 'rest, each of you in
the house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.
°And they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” "But Naomi said, “Turn
back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb 'that they may
become your husbands? ?Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a
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husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should
bear sons, ®would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain
from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that ‘the
hand of the Lorp has gone out against me.” *Then they lifted up their voices and wept again.
And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

“And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to 'her gods; return
after your sister-in-law.” **But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from fol-
lowing you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. “Your people shall
be my people, and your God my God. "Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.
"May the Lorp do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” ®*’And
when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.

NAOMI AND RUTH RETURN

*So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came to Beth-
lehem, "the whole town was stirred because of them. And the women said, “Is this Naomi?”
*She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi;' call me “Mara,’ for the Almighty has dealt very
bitterly with me. *''T went away full, and the Lorp has brought me back empty. Why call
me Naomi, when the Lorp has testified against me and the Almighty has brought calamity
upon me?”

2250 Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who returned
from the country of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem “at the beginning of barley harvest.

RUTH MEETS BOAZ

Now Naomi had ‘a relative of her husband’s, a worthy man of the clan of Elimelech,
whose name was “Boaz. ’And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and
'glean among the ears of grain after him “in whose sight I shall find favor.” And she said to
her, “Go, my daughter.” *So she set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers,
and she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of
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1fch. 32,12 “ch
421, Matt. 15

2V[Deut. 2419]
Wyer. 10, 13

T Naomi means pleasant 2Mara means bitter
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107[1Sam. 25:23,
41] 2ver. 19

1%ch. 114,16, 17

Elimelech. “And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, *“The Lorb
be with you!” And they answered, “The Lorp bless you.” *Then Boaz said to his young man
who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” °And the servant who

121 5am. 2419] was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite woman, “who came back
et | with Naomi from the country of Moab. ’She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the
e sheaves after the reapers.” So she came, and she has continued from early morning until now,
18ver. 14 »r

except for a short rest.

8Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or
leave this one, but keep close to my young women. °Let your eyes be on the field that they
are reaping, and go after them. Have I not charged the young men not to touch you? And
when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink what the young men have drawn.” " Then
‘she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your
eyes, that you should “take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” "But Boaz answered her,
"“All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been
fully told to me, and how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to
a people that you did not know before. ?“The Lorp repay you for what you have done, and a
full reward be given you by the Lorp, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come
to take refuge!” ® Then she said, ““I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, for you have com-
forted me and spoken kindly to your servant, though I am not one of your servants.”

“And at mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here and eat some bread and dip your morsel in
the wine.” So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed to her roasted grain. And she ate until
‘she was satisfied, and she had some left over. ®When she rose to glean, Boaz instructed his
young men, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. ®And also
pull out some from the bundles for her and leave it for her to glean, and do not rebuke her.”

So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and
it was about an ephah’ of barley. ®And she took it up and went into the city. Her mother-in-
law saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out and gave her what food she had left
over’after being satisfied. ®And her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you glean today?
And where have you worked? Blessed be the man ‘who took notice of you.” So she told her
mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, “The man’s name with whom I worked
today is Boaz.” *And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "“May he be blessed by the Lorp,

1Yver 10

20"ch. 310; Judg
17:2,15am. 1513;
2321, 2 Sam. 25

ICompare Septuagint, Vulgate; the meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain  2An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters

2118 wh't food she h" d left over &Vht she
setl sde from her noon!rng8143

's no ortl! r$foré MekShe s t#en Oredal un
der the Cn#50 of the Ldndd she W rectve O

214 behold&BadzOgrv! | d t'sfes the expéet
t'ons¥'sedh v&1 D8

216, 7 The setntOsnswer esbl'shes Ruth®sfull rewrdO from'H (8128Thoe ! foréFmer,

cH rl cte&Shés 1"thful, hvh%come wie stil'h
her$outh to foréu couns for the Bte of her
motherh-I'w&Shés Hrdwo#tho H vh%been
bugshce motde&

217 "mon%the she" ves&RuthOs requist
wth'h the bounds of h&ft!s! wdow (Dedt
24190288 ut Btz Os respondédw fi r befond
the 180l reqtrement @45), ther®demonstt-
'noais%enerots&

except for " short rest 8't&OTH'S her dwell
'h6the housk Ittle@DTRO refers to thed! nd

't h's been her fgsnceéll d$ lor6¥he Ohouse!

'h town hs mént QlitleO to h&RutHs di"%nt
I'nd'hdustbus, speti@so muclihe! t wo#'h
the feld tht 't h' s become her Ol®me

218D12Events unfold'gid$! s Bbz! ccedes to
the requeshd offers's proteddn! nd protson
(V\88, BRuth cinowledeés s 1vor to hetn
undesefOfotenerO&L0JOrs then does the
nlri t've9%re somé'n%of GodOs prent!|
worh%{(v&l1, BB z! Ire d$#nows tht Ruth

RuthOs$lit$ to Gods! #e$ elementh GodOs
%e t pll n of redemfar&The ph wil be waied
out thro@h two of RuthOs dedeedd vd, the
covehnt#ho4 nd Chist, DvdOite test sofThe
rew rd of Ruth@sH i r ti nscends Id¢'me! nd
crcumdince&

2110 t"+e not'ce of &&' fore 'Yner&Therés!
wordpl$ herel s the term Oféreer rellted to
the verb Ottite notte o

2112 wn9s8&A frequeritn!%e of sfet$! nd pre
tecton'h the Rdms (18)3¢) 57 618 637) 9V

02!14{-)1030 z0s peb¥on's cleri$extt ordn! 1$&

2114 wne&A sour but refréhdrn# or ¢b (c&
Nun&@x

2117 be' t out &&&' bout "n eph"h&Bet'h%
out thelfi"n, or thredfiet, sepr! tes theer

nels from the hiss chff, ! nd stl#s8An epth

's! me sure of &d p! ct$equil to three-fths
of ! bushel, dbout thrt$ pounds (3% of
bl rleb&

2120 whose +'ndness h'" s not fors "+ en&God
‘s "thful,! nd He W not fotet the ones He lokes
The ble%86 He profses W p ss from Ba to
Ruth to Nont ! nd eventudi$to! Il the eleé

close rel"t've of ours&Thellw of redemp
t'on now comé&so vewsAccord¥do tHs Iw,
the nérest mle blood ref've hs the dui of
preserini%the fm1$ nime!nd propefi&rhs
duts m'%t ent'l ! verv#\%the déth of! fl m1$
member (NEELIDIDUBh8 Gl m$prop
ertpth! t wi s sold to!f debts (L&R5)bubhe
bl c#! relt've who soldrhselfto sivesto g$
debts (L&KM 7DAY)Nnd leir! te i rr'1%, nhr$-
'n%he vdow of deceksed rét've (Ded@%D
10¥Apprentty these dlgs €n be renounced or
deched under cén ¢rcumdtnces (ERuth @2

41D&Bdz's such Oclose!ieO (or Oredeem

erO) to Rutmd tHs 1 ct now deterimes the
course dtton (JAL nd notegRuthOs dest
wil proceeltcorth%4o thellw, urie tH t of her
I'ncestor, Lot®goditer, who confited 'ncest
(GefLBOD3Y)



RUTH 2:21 396

whose kindness has not forsaken 'the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man
is a close relative of ours, one of ‘our redeemers.” * And Ruth the Moabite said, “Besides, he
said to me, ‘You shall keep close by my young men until they have finished all my harvest.”
2 And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with
his young women, lest in another field you be assaulted.” ?So she kept close to the young
women of Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she lived with
her mother-in-law.

RUTH AND BOAZ AT THE THRESHING FLOOR

Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not seek ‘rest for you,
that it may be well with you? Is not Boaz ‘our relative, "with whose young women
you were? See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. *"Wash therefore and
anoint yourself, and put on your cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make
yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. “But when he lies
down, observe the place where he lies. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he
will tell you what to do.” *And she replied, “All that you say I will do.”
¢So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had com-
manded her. ’And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and °his heart was merry, he went to lie
down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay
down. ®At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his
feet! °He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. "Spread your
wings’ over your servant, for you are ‘aredeemer.” °And he said, “May you be blessed by the
Lorp, my daughter. You have made this last kindness greater than ‘the first in that you have
not gone after young men, whether poor or rich. " And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will
do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are ‘a worthy woman.
?And now it is true that I am “a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I. ®Remain
tonight, and in the morning, if he will ‘redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not will-
ing to redeem you, then, “as the Lorp lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning.”
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*So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one could recognize another.
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And he said, “Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.” *And he said,
“Bring the garment you are wearing and hold it out.” So she held it, and he measured out six
measures of barley and put it on her. Then she went into the city. *And when she came to
her mother-in-law, she said, “How did you fare, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the
man had done for her, "saying, “These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to
me, ‘You must not go back empty-handed to your mother-in-law.” * She replied, “Wait, my
daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle
the matter today.”

BOAZ REDEEMS RUTH

Now Boaz had gone up to “the gate and sat down there. And behold, “the redeemer, of
whom Boaz had spoken, came by. So Boaz said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down here.” And
he turned aside and sat down. 2And he took ten men “of the elders of the city and said, “Sit
down here.” So they sat down. *Then he said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back
from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our relative Elime-
lech. *So I thought I would tell you of it and say, “Buy it in the presence of those sitting here
and in the presence of the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you’
will not, tell me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, and I come
after you.” And he said, “I will redeem it.” *Then Boaz said, “The day you buy the field from
the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth’ the Moabite, the widow of the dead, in order "to
perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.” ®“Then the redeemer said, “I cannot re-
deem it for myself, lest [ impair my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself,
forI cannot redeem it.”
7“Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchang-
ing:to confirm a transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was
the manner of attesting in Israel. *So when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,”
he drew off his sandal. ®Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses
this day that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all
that belonged to ‘Chilion and to Mahlon. Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I
have bought to be my wife, ’to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the
name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his native
place. You are witnesses this day.” "Then all the people who were ‘at the gate and the elders
said, “We are witnesses. May the Lorp make the woman, who is coming into your house, like
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Rachel and Leah, "who together 'built up the house of Israel. May you act worthily in Eph-
rathah and “be renowned in Bethlehem, ?and may your house be like the house of Perez,
‘whom Tamar bore to Judah, because "of the offspring that the Lorp will give you by this
young woman.”

RUTH AND BOAZ MARRY

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, "and the Lorp gave
her conception, and she bore a son. “*Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lorb,
who hasnot left you this day without"a redeemer, and may his name ‘be renowned in Israel!
*He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law
who loves you, "who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” **Then Naomi
took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. ”’And the women of the neigh-
borhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed.
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He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

THE GENEALOGY OF DAVID

®Now these are the generations of Perez: ‘Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered Ram,
Ram fathered Amminadab, *®“Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon,
#Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 2 Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.
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