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To my grandchildren
and great-grandchildren:
lovers of the King,
whose robe of righteousness
covers them.
- R.C. Sproul

Letter to Parents

The Priest with Dirty Clothes is my attempt to help children understand one of the most
difficult concepts of Christianity–how we are made acceptable to God through Jesus Christ’s
righteousness. It is my hope that as children begin to grasp the truth that righteousness comes
through Christ, they simultaneously will grow in their understanding of the glory of God.
This story is based on one of my favorite Scripture passages, Zechariah 3:1–5. In this passage,
Joshua, the high priest of Israel, stands before the angel of the Lord wearing dirty clothes.
The angel of the Lord speaks to Joshua, telling him that he has been cleansed of his sin, and
then replaces Joshua’s dirty clothes with beautiful, clean garments. This passage offers a
magnificent illustration of how Christ cloaks us in His “garment” of righteousness so that we
may stand faultless, or clean, before the throne of God.
Before reading this story to your children, please read them the passage from Zechariah (see
page 7). After you read the story, interact with your children using the questions in the “For
the Parents” section in the back of the book. I pray God will bless your efforts to show your
children the love, grace, and forgiveness of God in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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– R. C. Sproul

The Vision of the High Priest
ZECHARIAH 3:1–5
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan
standing at his right hand to accuse him. And the Lord said to Satan. “The Lord rebuke
you, O Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked
from the fire?”
Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments. And the angel
said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.”
And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will cloth
you with pure vestments.” And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they
put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord
was standing by.
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arby and Campbell MacFarland lived near a beautiful lake
in Scotland called Loch Lomond. Seven-year-old Darby
was always finding ways to get herself and her little brother,
Campbell, in trouble.
One day after it had rained, they went outside to play. “Let’s make mud
pies,” Darby said.
The children pretended they were bakers. They found some mud and
rolled it, patted it, and fashioned it into pretend cakes and pies. As they
played, they wiped their hands on their clothes, spreading mud all over
themselves. They laughed and giggled as they got muddier and muddier.
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When their mother saw them, she did not laugh. “Just look at you! You look
like mud pies yourselves,” she cried. “Hurry and take off those filthy clothes,
and I’ll give you both a bath.”
After the children were clean, their mother looked at the muddy clothes.
“I’ll never be able to get these dirty clothes clean,” she said to herself.
Just then, there was a knock at the front door. It was the children’s
grandfather. As Darby and Campbell rushed in to hug him, Grandpa grinned
and said, “It looks like someone made a mud pie bakery in the front yard.”
The children giggled.
“It seems that our little bakers have ruined their clothes,” Mom said.
“That’s too bad,” Grandpa said. “But it reminds me of a strange and
wonderful story.”
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“Oh, tell us, please,” Darby begged, pulling Grandpa toward the sofa.
As soon as they were all seated, Grandpa began the story . . .
—∞—

Many years ago in a faraway land, the people of a small village
crowded into a large church. It was nighttime. The church was dark except
for the candles that were lit inside, casting shadows on the high walls.
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