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Preface

FOr BeLIeverS wHO look to Scripture as the authority for their faith and 
practice, the nT, with its 27 books, presents both a wonderful, God-given trea-
sure trove of spiritual insights and a formidable challenge for faithful, accurate 

interpretation . To be sure, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, 
for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16–17), but to be so equipped the 
student of Scripture must follow Paul’s exhortation to “[b]e diligent to present yourself 
approved to God, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word 
of truth” (2 Tim 2:15) . This diligence required for a correct understanding of God’s “word 
of truth” involves a thorough acquaintance with the historical, literary, and theological 
aspects of the various nT writings .

title And Content overvieW

title
The Lion and the Lamb, of course, is Jesus—the one who came to die for our sins on 

the cross in keeping with OT messianic prophecy (e .g . Isa 52:13–53:12) and the one who 
will return in triumph to consummate God’s kingdom (revelation 19) . As in the case of 
its predecessor, The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown, the present volume spans the nT 
literature from the Gospels (where Jesus is portrayed as the Lamb of God; John 1:29, 36) 
to the Book of revelation (which features Jesus as the Lamb who was slain who will return 
as the Lion of Judah) . In a concise, yet complete format, the present volume explores the 
original setting of each nT writing, engages in careful study of the respective document in 
a unit-by-unit format, and closes with relevant points of application .

the nature of scripture
The first part of this book attempts to set the stage for the ensuing study by a discussion 

of the most critical foundational issues for nT interpretation: (1) the nature and scope 
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xiv The Lion and the Lamb

of Scripture (chap . 1); and (2) the political and religious background of the nT (chap . 
2) . It is vital for all students of Scripture to have a proper understanding of the doctrine 
of Scripture, so chapter 1 discusses the formation of the nT canon, its inspiration and 
inerrancy, the preservation and transmission of the Bible over the centuries, and issues 
pertaining to the translation of Scripture .

unfortunately, this kind of doctrinal instruction is increasingly neglected in many pub-
lications on the topic in our day . But we judge it absolutely vital because only by under-
standing Scripture as divine revelation, in keeping with its own claims, will we be able to 
pursue our study all the way to its intended goal: the application of the “word of truth” 
to our personal lives and our relationships with others .1 God has revealed himself in his 
inspired word, and because the Bible is the word of God written, it is therefore inerrant, 
trustworthy, authoritative, and requires obedience and personal application (Jas 1:22–25) . 
Indeed, the purpose of Scripture is “training in righteousness, so that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16–17) .

In this regard, it is our desire that this book be more than a dry, academic compila-
tion of various dates and facts . To be sure, the study of Scripture requires diligence—in 
other words, work!—but what ought to motivate our efforts is the payoff at the end of our 
research: a better understanding of the history, literature, and theology of the nT writ-
ings for the purpose of cultivating, in the power of the Holy Spirit, a deeper spiritual life 
in ourselves, our families, and our churches . This, in turn, will result in a more authentic 
and authoritative proclamation of the biblical message so that God’s kingdom may be 
advanced in this world and so others may be subjected to his reign in their lives .

the background of the new testament
As we approach our study of the nT, we need to acquaint ourselves with the political 

and religious background of the nT (the contents of chap . 2) . This is an ingredient not 
always found in standard nT introductions, an omission that when teaching nT survey 
courses in the past has sent us scrambling for other resources to prepare our students ade-
quately for entering the world of the nT . In this chapter we cover the end of OT history 
(the exiles of Israel and Judah, the last prophets); the period between the Testaments (the 
Greeks, the Maccabees, and the romans); and the political environment of Jesus’ ministry 
(the Jewish sects, the Herodian dynasty, etc .) . we also provide a survey of Second Temple 
literature and discuss relevant theological and philosophical issues .

history, literature, and theology
Once this foundation has been laid, we analyze each nT book using the same pat-

tern, which is called a “hermeneutical triad” in Köstenberger and Patterson’s Invitation to 

1 See the classic article by w . A . Grudem, “Scripture’s Self-Attestation and the Problem of Formulating a doctrine of 
Scripture,” in Scripture and Truth, ed . d . A . Carson and J . d . woodbridge (Grand rapids: Zondervan, 1983), 19–59 .
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Biblical Interpretation:2 (1) history (including a book’s authorship, date, provenance, desti-
nation, etc .); (2) literature (genre, literary plan, outline, unit-by-unit discussion); and (3) 
theology (theological themes, contribution to the canon) . In keeping with the three major 
divisions of the nT canon, the material in the body of this book is then organized into the 
following three parts:

	 •	 Part Two: Jesus and the Gospels, which features a chapter on Jesus and the relation-
ship among the four Gospels as well as introductions to each of the four Gospels .

	 •	 Part Three: The Early Church and Paul, which includes chapters on the book of 
Acts; the ministry and message of the apostle Paul; and the 13 canonical letters 
of Paul in likely chronological order of writing: Galatians; 1–2 Thessalonians; 
1–2 Corinthians; romans; the Prison epistles; and the Pastoral epistles .

	 •	 Part Four: The General Epistles and Revelation, which are discussed in canoni-
cal order (except that Jude is kept with the Petrine letters because of the letter’s 
close relationship with 2 Peter): Hebrews; James; 1–2 Peter; Jude; 1–3 John; and 
revelation .

rAtionAle And distinCtives

rationale
It is our belief, borne out of years of teaching on both the undergraduate and the 

graduate levels, that the pattern of organizing the material described above best reflects the 
organic growth of the nT material . It allows the classroom teacher (1) to cover the foun-
dational material, that is, the doctrine of Scripture, the nT background, and Jesus and the 
Gospels; and (2) to use the template provided by the book of Acts as the basis for a study 
of the ministry and writings of the apostle Paul and the other nT witnesses .

while the nT is a collection of writings—a body of literature—to be appreciated in 
the sequence in which it is given, it also reflects a historical plan . It moves from God’s 
promise of a Messiah as described in the OT, to the coming of that Messiah as depicted in 
the Gospels, to the growth of the early church as narrated in the book of Acts and the nT 
letters, and to the consummation of human history at the return of Christ as anticipated 
in revelation .3

To give but one example, it will be helpful for the student to understand that Paul 
wrote the letter to the Galatians several years prior to his Letter to the romans so that the 
“Judaizing controversy” surrounding circumcision (discussed in Galatians) can be seen to 

2 See A . J . Köstenberger and r . d . Patterson, Invitation to Biblical Interpretation (Grand rapids: Kregel, forthcoming); 
cf . n . T . wright, The New Testament and the People of God, Christian Origins and the Question of God 1 (Minneapolis: 
Fortress, 1992) .

3 See the chapter “Gospels, Acts, epistles, and Apocalypse: The Fulfillment of the Old Testament in the new,” in 
Köstenberger and Patterson, Invitation to Biblical Interpretation .
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xvi The Lion and the Lamb

provide the backdrop to the later, more general formulation of the gospel in the book of 
romans . It will also be helpful to relate both Galatians and romans to events in the book 
of Acts and to other events in early Christian history and in the ministry of Paul .

distinctives
The Lion and the Lamb represents an abridgment of The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown . 

At almost 1,000 pages, the full nT introduction contains not only basic information but 
also intermediate and advanced knowledge . The Lion and the Lamb, by contrast, focuses 
on introductory-level core knowledge for each book of the nT . Typically, a chapter starts 
by presenting the core knowledge presented in the chapter as well as key facts and a sur-
vey of the book’s contribution to the canon . This is followed by a discussion of the book’s 
historical setting—information regarding the book’s author, provenance, destination, date, 
occasion, and purpose . After this comes a section on the book’s literary plan, including an 
outline and a detailed unit-by-unit discussion . Many will find this unit-by-unit discussion 
particularly valuable in that it gives a thorough summary of the book’s contents . The final 
component is a survey of the major theological themes of a given nT book, followed by 
application points, study questions, and resources for further study .

In comparison with The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown, discussions of critical chal-
lenges to a book’s traditional authorship, treatments of literary rearrangement or parti-
tioning theories, and similarly advanced types of material have been omitted . Some of the 
information on the original historical setting has been condensed in order to focus on the 
most relevant aspects of a nT book’s introductory matters . The unit-by-unit discussions 
have been retained in their entirety, and a selection was made as to the most important 
theological themes . A completely new feature of The Lion and the Lamb is the application 
points, which are provided to suggest possible ways in which you may apply the teaching 
of a particular nT book to your life and to the life of the people in your congregation . On 
the whole, we have aimed to retain the best and most important information found in The 
Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown while focusing on essential core knowledge and screening 
out advanced discussions . That said, we have once again aimed to produce a volume with 
the following distinctives .

 1 . User-friendly . we have written with the teacher and the student in mind . This 
book is scholarly yet accessible; it is useful as a text for undergraduate nT survey 
classes . user-friendly features include Study Questions and resources for Further 
Study at the end of every chapter . A succinct glossary is found in the back of the 
volume .

 2 . Comprehensive . This book covers the entire nT canon, background, Jesus, the 
Gospels, the early church and Paul’s writings in order of composition, the General 
epistles, and revelation . Studying Paul’s letters in the order in which they were 
written helps integrate them with the historical framework of Acts .
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 3 . Conservative . All three writers of this book affirm that all 27 books in the nT 
were written by the persons to whom they are ascribed (the four Gospels, the let-
ters) . we have included a strong defense of the apostolic authorship of Matthew 
and John and a rebuttal of the alleged pseudonymity of Paul’s and Peter’s letters, 
especially the Pastorals and 2 Peter .

 4 . Balanced . we have attempted to follow sound hermeneutical procedure, model-
ing the study of each nT book in its historical, literary, and theological context . 
Hence, this volume is more (though not less) than just a nT introduction dealing 
with the introductory issues of authorship, date, provenance, destination, and so 
on .

 5 . Up-to-date . This volume includes comprehensive scholarly interaction with both 
older and more recent scholarship, with a primary focus on english-language 
sources . where appropriate we draw on recent advances in the literary study of 
Scripture, following a narrative or discourse analysis approach in tracing the con-
tents of various nT books .

 6 . Spiritually nurturing and application oriented . The style of writing consistently 
seeks to nurture the student’s spirituality and encourages application of what is 
learned rather than an arid presentation of facts to be mastered merely on a cogni-
tive level . This is reflected especially in the unit-by-unit discussions, the theologi-
cal themes sections, and the application points at the end of the chapter .

ConClusion
This book represents the product of collaboration between the three authors . In addi-

tion, Jason Meyer and Alan Bandy made substantial contributions by writings first serious 
drafts of the chapters on the prison epistles and the Book of revelation . Thanks are also 
due Grant Taylor for his help in abridging chapters 1–11 . Andreas Köstenberger abridged 
the remaining chapters and served as general editor of the production of The Lion and the 
Lamb in its entirety . He also wrote all the application points at the end of the respective 
biblical chapters . As authors we are grateful to our wives and families for their support 
and to our students who gave feedback on portions of this book at various stages of the 
process . we are also grateful to Jim Baird, the publisher, for his visionary leadership and 
strong support and for Chris Cowan for his efforts in seeing this project through the vari-
ous stages of production .

As we release this book to the public, we are well aware of the limitations associated 
with producing such a work . In this age of unprecedented proliferation of scholarly litera-
ture, who is adequate to such a task? nevertheless, we believe it is a risk worth taking since 
the task of helping to equip another generation of Bible students with a portion of the 
knowledge of “the sacred Scriptures, which are able to instruct you for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 3:15) must not be left undone . On this side of heaven, our 
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knowledge will of necessity be preliminary and incomplete: “For now we see indistinctly, 
as in a mirror,” and long for the day when we will see Jesus “face to face” (1 Cor 13:12) . In 
the meantime, we invite you to join us to press on to full Christian maturity (Phil 3:12–
14) as we grow in the knowledge and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Pet 3:18) . May God 
be pleased to use this volume as a small tool toward that worthy and glorious end .
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Chapter 5

The Gospel According to Mark

Core knoWledge
Basic Knowledge: Students should know the key facts of Mark’s Gospel . with regard to 

history, students should be able to identify the Gospel’s author, date, provenance, destination, 
and purpose . with regard to literature, they should be able to provide a basic outline of the 
book and identify core elements of the book’s content found in the unit-by-unit discussion . 
with regard to theology, students should be able to identify Mark’s major theological themes .

key facts
Author: John Mark, “interpreter” of Peter

Date: Mid- to late 50s
Provenance: rome
Destination: Gentiles in rome

Purpose: Apology for the cross, discipleship
Theme: Jesus is the authoritative, miracle-working Son of God

Key Verses: 10:45; 15:39

Contribution to the CAnon
	 •	 Presentation	of	a	Gospel	of	Jesus	narrating	his	ministry	from	Galilee	to	Jerusalem
	 •	 Jesus	as	the	miracle-working	Son	of	God	(1:1,11; 5:7; 9:7; 15:39)
	 •	 Jesus’	displaying	his	power	over	nature,	demons,	sickness,	and	death	(4:35–5:43)
	 •	 Discipleship	failure	(4:40; 6:51–52; 8:16–21,33; 9:18–19; 14:66–72; 16:8)
	 •	 Jesus’	sacrificial,	vicarious	death	as	a	ransom	for	many	(10:45)
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introduCtion

THe GOSPeL OF Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels and has the least 
unique material . while it does not use the word “gospel” (euangelion) as a title, 
it is the only Gospel to refer to its message about Jesus as the “gospel” (1:1) .1 It is 

regarded by many as foundational to the other two Synoptic Gospels, Matthew and Luke . 
About 92 percent of it is paralleled in Matthew, about 48 percent in Luke, and about 95 
percent in Matthew and Luke combined .

The Gospel of Mark is a fast-paced portrayal of the life of Jesus Christ, most likely pat-
terned after the blueprint of Peter’s preaching . Peter’s sermon in Acts 10:34–43 provides 
us with a brief summary of the basic structure of the four canonical Gospels .2 It tells us a 
story, the “Gospel,” about Jesus (1:1) . Mark emphasizes Jesus’ identity as the Son of God 
by focusing on his miraculous feats rather than on the parables . At the same time, Mark 
notes the lack of understanding of Jesus’ true identity by his first followers .

history

Author
Like the other Gospels, Mark is formally anonymous, since the author of this Gospel 

did not explicitly identify himself . But, as is the case of Matthew and the other Gospels, 
the title that ascribes the Gospel to Mark is clearly very early if not original . If Mark was 
the first to write his Gospel (a theory commonly called “Markan priority”; see Chap . 3 
above) and affixed the title to the Gospel himself, the other evangelists would have likely 
followed suit . In any case, the titles would have become necessary as soon as the Gospels 
were gathered and began to circulate in a single collection .

Mark’s Gospel claims to be based on the witness of the apostle Peter (see the references 
to Peter in 1:16 and 16:7), which is also supported by evidence from the early Church 
Fathers .3 Another feature, the “plural-to-singular device,” which singles out one indi-
vidual from a group in order to tell an account from that individual’s perspective, makes 
Peter’s the dominant perspective in the narrative, reproducing his eyewitness recollection 
in first-person terms .4

External Evidence Ancient tradition has consistently attributed this Gospel to Mark, 
who was believed to have been closely associated with the apostle Peter . The earliest and 
most important witness is that of Papias, bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia in Asia Minor (c . 
60–130), whose five-volume work Expositions of the Lord’s Sayings was cited by eusebius in 

1 while it is possible that this phrase serves as the title for the Gospel as a whole, it most likely refers, as in Paul, to the 
saving message about Jesus and the salvation he provides .

2 r . A . Guelich, “Mark, Gospel of,” in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, ed . J . B . Green, S . McKnight, and I . H . 
Marshall (downers Grove: Intervarsity, 1992), 513 .

3 r . Bauckham, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony (Grand rapids: eerdmans, 2006), chaps . 
6–7, calls this the “inclusio of eyewitness testimony”: the practice of naming the major eyewitness underlying an account 
first and last in the document .

4 Ibid ., 156–64 .
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the early fourth century (Eccl. Hist. 3 .39) . Papias claimed to have learned of Mark’s author-
ship from an individual he referred to as “the elder” or “the Presbyter,” thus preserving a 
tradition that dates at least as far back as the early second century .5

Later testimony from the middle and late second century appears to rely on this tradi-
tion . Clement of Alexandria (c . 150–215; cited by eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 6 .14), Tertullian 
(c . 160–225), and Origen (c . 185–254) all believed that Mark wrote this Gospel and that 
Peter was his source .6 Tradition may vary with respect to certain details, such as Peter’s 
exact role in connection with the composition of the Gospel and the date of authorship, 
but all agree that Mark wrote this Gospel and that Peter’s preaching in rome played a 
central role .7

Portrait of Mark who was Mark? while the name was common in roman circles 
(Marcus), the association of Mark with Peter by both Papias and church tradition sug-
gests that this Mark is most likely the John Mark mentioned by Luke (Acts 12:12,25; 
13:13; 15:37–39), Peter (1 Pet 5:13), and Paul (Col 4:10; Phlm 24; 2 Tim 4:11) .8 Mark’s 
mother was a prominent member of the early Jerusalem church (Acts 12:12) . It was this 
same Mark who accompanied his uncle Barnabas and Paul on the first missionary journey 
(Acts 12:25) . The book of Acts records that his failure to complete this journey resulted 
in a breach between Barnabas and Paul over Mark, which was later mended (Acts 13:13; 
15:37–40; see Phlm 24; Col 4:10) . In 2 Tim 4:11, Paul wrote of his desire to have Mark 
join him in rome, showing that God can restore those who have previously failed to effec-
tive Christian ministry .

date
A date in the 50s and no later than 60 is most likely on the basis of Peter’s presence in 

rome in the 50s . If, as tradition suggests, Peter had significant input in Mark’s Gospel, 
then a very early date is unlikely because Peter probably did not arrive in rome much 
before 62 .

If Mark was the first to write his Gospel and if Luke used Mark in writing his Gospel, 
and since the book of Acts was likely written in the early 60s and Luke before that, then 
all these factors would place the most probable date for the writing of Mark’s Gospel in 
the second half of the 50s .

provenance
It is difficult to determine where Mark was when he wrote his Gospel . For the most 

part, tradition associates Mark’s Gospel with Peter and consequently with rome . Although 
internal evidence is scanty, what little there is points to an origin in rome . Mark used a 

5 w . L . Lane, The Gospel According to Mark (Grand rapids: eerdmans, 1974), 8 .
6 J . A . Brooks, Mark, nAC 23 (nashville: Broadman, 1991), 18 .
7 w . Hendriksen, Exposition of the Gospel According to Mark, new Testament Commentary (Grand rapids: Baker, 1975), 

12–13 .
8 Guelich, “Mark, Gospel of,” 514 .
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considerable number of Latinisms . For instance, the two copper coins (lepta) that the poor 
widow cast into the offering box are explained as amounting to one roman quadrans (also 
called “penny,” padram; 12:42), and the palace (aulē) into which the soldiers led Jesus is 
called the praetorium (the governor’s official residence; 15:16) .9

Another possible piece of evidence pointing to a roman provenance is the reference 
to rufus in 15:21 . As Hendriksen said, “Mark is also the only Gospel that informs us 
(15:21) that Simon of Cyrene was ‘the father of Alexander and rufus,’ who were evidently 
well-known in rome (see rom 16:13) .”10 Mark also reckoned time in accordance with 
the roman method, referring to the four watches of the night rather than the traditional 
three in Jewish reckoning (6:48; 13:35) .11 For these and other reasons an origin in rome 
is most likely .

destination
The universal character of this Gospel makes it difficult to pinpoint a specific audience 

for Mark’s Gospel . A non-Jewish destination is supported by the fact that several Aramaic 
terms and expressions are translated into Greek: boanerges (“Sons of Thunder”; 3:17), 
talitha cumi (“Little girl, I say to you, get up!”; 5:41), Corban (“a gift committed to the 
temple”; 7:11), Ephphatha (“Be opened!”; 7:34), Bartimaios (“son of Timaeus”; 10:46), 
Abba (“Father”; 14:36), Golgotha (“Skull Place”; 15:22), and Elōi, Elōi, lemá sabachtháni? 
(“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”; 15:34) .

In addition, Jewish laws and customs are often explained, such as the washing of 
hands (7:3–5), the custom to sacrifice the Passover lamb on this first day of the Feast of 
unleavened Bread (14:12), and the “day of preparation” being the day before the Sabbath 
(15:42) .12 Moreover, Mark displayed an interest in the cessation of ritual elements in the 
Mosaic law, especially food laws (see 7:19) .13 Finally, the Gospel reaches its climax in the 
confession of Jesus’ deity by a Roman centurion (15:39) .

The frequent Latinisms, the reference to rufus, and the use of the roman method of 
reckoning time all point not only to the Gospel’s origin in rome but to a roman destina-
tion as well . It follows that Mark’s first readers were most likely Greek-speaking individuals 
who did not know Aramaic or Hebrew and were for the most part unfamiliar with certain 
Jewish customs . At the same time, they seem to have possessed at least a basic knowledge 
of the OT and a familiarity with early Christian traditions about Jesus . Mark’s intended 
audience was most likely comprised of Gentile Christians situated in rome . Beyond this, 
the Gospel is addressed to “all Christians” who care to read it .14

9 Hendriksen, Mark, 13 .
10 Ibid .
11 Lane, Gospel of Mark, 24 .
12 Hendriksen, Mark, 13 .
13 d . A . Carson and d . J . Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament, 2d ed . (Grand rapids: Zondervan, 2005), 183 .
14 r . Bauckham, ed ., The Gospels for All Christians: Rethinking the Gospel Audiences (Grand rapids: eerdmans, 1997) .
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purpose
As with the other Gospel writers, the primary problem confronting Mark is to account 

for Jesus’ crucifixion . why should anyone believe in a miracle-working messianic pre-
tender who ended up being crucified as a common criminal? In response to this objection, 
Mark wrote “an apology [or apologetic] for the cross,”15 contending that it is precisely as 
the Crucified that Jesus proved himself to be the messianic King and the Son of God . not 
only was the Messiah’s death predicted in OT Scripture, it was also repeatedly predicted by 
Jesus himself (8:31; 9:31; 10:33–34), and it was required as “a ransom for many” (10:45), 
that is, as a substitutionary, atoning sacrifice for sin .

An indication into Mark’s likely purpose is the opening statement of his Gospel, which 
indicates that Mark’s narrative primarily aims to demonstrate that Jesus is the Son of God 
(1:1) .16 In the Gospel, God (who refers to Jesus as his “beloved Son” at Jesus’ baptism and 
the transfiguration; 1:11; 9:7); demons (1:25; 3:11–12; 5:7); Jesus himself (12:6; 14:61); 
and a roman centurion (15:39) all agree that Jesus is the Son of God .17 In support of this 
claim, Mark’s roman audience was treated to a dazzling display of Jesus’ miracle-working 
power that shows his authority over the realms of nature, sickness, and death, and even the 
supernatural (4:35–5:43) .18

Overall, then, we can note four interrelated purposes in Mark’s Gospel, all of which 
revolve around Jesus’ identity as Son of God: (1) a pastoral purpose: to teach Christians 
about the nature of discipleship; (2) a missionary-training purpose: to explain how Jesus 
prepared his followers to take on his mission and to show others how to do so as well; 
(3) an apologetic purpose: to demonstrate to non-Christians that Jesus is the Son of God 
because of his great power and in spite of his crucifixion; and (4) an anti-imperial purpose: 
to show that Jesus, not Caesar, is the true Son of God, Savior, and Lord .

literAture

literary plan
Mark is an action-rich Gospel whose style is compact, concrete, vivid, and orderly . 

Mark’s frequent use of the word “immediately,” particularly in the first half of the Gospel, 
advances the narrative at a fast pace, while his more detailed descriptions add color (see 
shorter parallel accounts in 2:1–12; 5:1–20) . Mark also has the least polished Greek of 
the four Gospels, and his sentences are often simple and straightforward . rather than take 
this as an example of unrefined style, we can take this as a fine accommodation of Jesus’ 

15 This is the subtitle of r . Gundry’s commentary on Mark’s Gospel: Mark: A Commentary on His Apology for the Cross 
(Grand rapids: eerdmans, 1993) .

16 Guelich, “Mark, Gospel of,” 513 . See Peter’s sermon in Acts 10:34–43 .
17 A . J . Köstenberger and P . T . O’Brien, Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical Theology of Mission, nSBT 11 

(downers Grove: Intervarsity, 2001), 74 . See “Jesus as the Son of God” and Table 5 .1 below .
18 See Gundry, Mark, 237; r . A . Guelich, Mark 1–8:26, wBC 34A (dallas: word, 1989), 261–63 .
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life and ministry in the vernacular of the day .19 Throughout his Gospel, Mark sought to 
demonstrate by way of both direct quotations and allusions from the OT that the coming 
of Jesus constituted the fulfillment of OT prophecy and that his powerful acts proved that 
he was the Son of God .

Mark’s Gospel consists of two main sections that portray Jesus as the powerful Messiah 
(1:1–8:26) and the Suffering Servant (8:27–16:8) . The plot is centered on the “Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1) . The development of this plot involves conflict over the 
question of Jesus’ identity complicated by Jesus’ own injunctions to have his identity kept 
secret (the “messianic secret”) and the failure of the disciples to comprehend who Jesus 
really was (the “discipleship failure” and “misunderstanding” motifs) . However, as rhoads 
and Michie explained, “Although Jesus is the immediate cause of the conflicts, the story 
shows that God is the ultimate origin of many of the actions and events of the story .”20

Mark’s emphasis on Jesus as the Son of God, beginning with the opening sentence in 
1:1 and peaking with the centurion’s confession at 15:39, represents the key thread run-
ning through his Gospel (see 1:11; 3:11; 5:7; 9:7; 12:6; 13:32; 14:61) . The main story is 
set between Jesus’ baptism and his death, within shifting geographical locales in Galilee 
and the surrounding regions . events come to a dramatic close in Jerusalem . The first sec-
tion is action packed and centers on Jesus’ miracles and stories that focus on healings, 
controversies, and parables . The major turning point is Peter’s confession of Jesus on the 
road to Caesarea Philippi (8:27–30) . In the second half of his narrative, Mark focused on 
Jesus’ teaching concerning his impending suffering and death, culminating in the account 
of Jesus’ crucifixion .

outline
The structure of Mark’s Gospel presents itself as follows .21

 I . JeSuS THe SOn OF GOd AS THe POwerFuL MeSSIAH (1:1–8:26)
 A .  Preparation for Jesus’ Ministry in the wilderness (1:1–13)
 B .  Jesus’ Initial Ministry in Galilee (1:14–3:35)
 C . Jesus’ Ministry on and Around the Sea of Galilee (4:1–8:26)
 II . JeSuS THe SOn OF GOd AS THe SuFFerInG ServAnT (8:27–16:8)
 A .  Jesus’ Ministry on the way to Jerusalem (8:27–10:52)
 B .  Jesus’ Ministry at the Temple (11:1–13:37)
 C . Jesus’ death on the Cross and resurrection (14:1–16:8)

19 See Lane, Gospel of Mark, 26 .
20 d . M . rhoads and d . M . Michie, Mark as Story: An Introduction to the Narrative of a Gospel (Philadelphia: Fortress, 

1982), 74 . See their entire discussion on pp . 73–100 .
21 The broad contours of the outline below are adapted from J . F . williams, “does Mark’s Gospel Have an Outline?” 

JETS 49 (2006): 505–25 .
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unit-by-unit disCussion

i. Jesus as the powerful messiah (1:1–8:26)
A. Preparation for Jesus’ Ministry in the Wilderness (1:1–13) The first words of 

Mark’s Gospel immediately inform the reader that the evangelist is about to narrate a 
story that focuses on “Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1) . He began with the OT, in 
the words of Isaiah the prophet (actually a combination of Mal 3:1 and Isa 40:3), effec-
tively announcing that “John’s ministry fulfills divine prophecy and then identifies Jesus 
as the beloved Son and the conveyer of the Spirit .”22 John the Baptist performed his 
God-ordained role as he baptized in the desert, a significant locale due to its symbolism as 
a place of new beginnings and renewal .23 His baptism was the means of preparation for 
God’s coming Messiah and kingdom . Thus, before Jesus began his work, he was baptized 
by John, at which point God himself declared Jesus’ sonship as the Holy Spirit descended 
on Jesus (Mark 1:11) . He was then driven into the desert by the Holy Spirit to undergo 
a period of temptation by Satan . His victory over Satan sets the pattern for the narrative 
that continues to unfold .

B. Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (1:14–3:35)  In Mark’s account of Jesus’ activities in 
Galilee, Jesus’ preaching and healing ministry is held up as the pattern for his disciples to 
emulate (see 1:14–15,21–28,34; and 6:12–13) .24 As the narrative progresses, Jesus drew 
his followers more fully into his own messianic mission: he called them away from their 
natural vocation to follow him (1:16–20; 2:13–17); he chose the Twelve “to be with him” 
(3:13–19); and at the climax of the first section he sent them on a mission (6:6b-13) . 
early in his ministry, Jesus dissociated himself from blood ties and affirmed new forms of 
kinship . He redefined who his true mother and brothers are (3:31–35) and was rejected in 
his hometown of nazareth (see 6:1–6a) . This important principle of access on the basis of 
spiritual rather than ethnic identity paves the way for the future extension of the gospel to 
non-Jews .25 It also demonstrates the nature of true discipleship: following Jesus involves 
conflict, rejection by one’s own, even the bearing of one’s cross .

C. Jesus’ Ministry on and Around the Sea of Galilee (4:1–8:26) Already in 3:6, the 
reader is told of the Pharisees’ plot with the Herodians to kill Jesus (cf . 8:15; 12:13) . while 
this rejection of Jesus by the official representatives of Judaism did not cause him to forsake 
his mission to the Jews, it did give him increased exposure to Gentiles .26 This includes 
Jesus’ healing of the Gerasene demoniac in 5:1–20; his encounter with the Syrophoenician 
woman in 7:24–30; and his feeding of the multitude in 8:1–10, which is reminiscent of 
elisha’s miraculous feeding of Gentiles in 2 Kgs 4:42–44 . nevertheless, when Jesus, for 

22 d . e . Garland, Mark, nIvAC (Grand rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 207 .
23 See exod 2:15; 1 Sam 23:14; 1 Kgs 19:3–4 .
24 note the inclusio of 1:14 and 6:29, which records John’s imprisonment and death at Herod’s hands .
25 d . Senior and C . Stuhlmueller, Biblical Foundations for Mission (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1983), 222 .
26 w . Telford, “Introduction: The Gospel of Mark,” in The Interpretation of Mark, IrT 7, ed . w . Telford (Philadelphia: 

Fortress, 1985), 23; F . Hahn, Mission in the New Testament, SBT 47 (London: SCM, 1965), 113 .
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instance, restored the Gerasene demoniac to sanity, he did not invite the healed Gentile to 
join his messianic mission but sent him home to tell his own people what had happened 
to him .

In his account of the sending of the Twelve, Mark, unlike Matthew (Matt 10:5–6), 
did not explicitly limit their mission to Israel (6:6b-13) . nevertheless, Jesus’ ministry in 
the first part of the Gospel is primarily devoted to the Jews (see esp . 7:26a) . After Herod’s 
mistaken identification of Jesus as the resurrected John the Baptist (6:14–29), Jesus’ feed-
ing of the five thousand, and his walking on the water (6:30–52), mounting opposition to 
Jesus caused him to withdraw from Galilee . He first moved to the region of Tyre and Sidon 
north of Galilee (7:24–30), then to the decapolis east of Galilee (7:31–8:12), and finally 
to the far north in Caesarea Philippi (8:27–9:32) . Throughout his narrative Mark not only 
emphasized the disciples’ misunderstanding and hardness of heart, but he also portrayed 
their increased involvement in Jesus’ mission (see 6:41) .

ii. Jesus as the suffering son of god (8:27–16:8)
A. Jesus’ Ministry on the Way to Jerusalem (8:27–10:52) Subsequent to Peter’s con-

fession of Jesus as the Christ (8:29–30)—which occasions a thrice-repeated pattern of pas-
sion prediction, discipleship failure, and instruction regarding true discipleship (8:27–9:1; 
9:30–41; 10:32–45)—the “messianic secret” is gradually lifted, at least for the disciples 
(1:34,44–45; 3:12; 5:43; 7:36–37; 8:26,29–30; 9:9) . nevertheless, as long as the disciples 
fail to understand the inner dynamics of the cross, they do not yet recognize their mission, 
since this mission is contingent upon the disciples’ following Jesus in the way of the cross 
(see 8:34) .27

up to 8:26 Jesus ministered in Galilee and did not leave it permanently until 10:1 . The 
entire section of 8:27–10:52 is cast as a journey from Caesarea Philippi to Jerusalem (see 
9:30,33; 10:1,17,32,46,52) .28 Intriguingly, Mark limited instances of gospel proclamation 
entirely to Galilee (see 1:14,38–39,45; 3:14; 5:20; 6:12; 7:36) . The only two references to 
preaching the gospel in the Jerusalem section of Mark refer to the future proclamation of 
the good news to the Gentiles . Moreover, a future meeting between Jesus and the disciples 
is intimated in 14:28 and 16:7, which further directs the reader’s attention to Galilee .

B. Jesus’ Ministry at the Temple (11:1–13:37) Following Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 
(11:1–11), Mark used scenes surrounding the Jewish temple to draw attention to the 
marked shift that would ensue as a result of Jesus’ ministry and his rejection by the Jews .29 
Thus Mark referred to the temple as a house of prayer for all the nations (see the quo-
tation of Isa 56:7 in 11:17), indicating that the temple would soon be replaced by an 

27 Senior and Stuhlmueller, Biblical Foundations for Mission, 226 .
28 See w . Kelber, The Kingdom in Mark (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1974), 67–85, for the “way” or “journey” motif in Mark .
29 J . r . donahue, Are You the Christ? SBLdS 10 (Missoula: SBL, 1973), 137; d . Juel, Messiah and Temple, SBLdS 31 

(Missoula: SBL, 1977), 212 .
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eschatological “house of prayer .”30 The cursing of the fig tree (11:12–14,20–26; 13:28–31) 
likewise draws attention to the rejection of the Jews as a result of their rejection of Jesus 
as Messiah .

The climax is reached in the parable of the tenants of the vineyard (12:1–2), where Jesus 
declared that God’s vineyard would be taken away from the Jews and given to others (see 
12:9) . These “others” come into view particularly during Jesus’ eschatological discourse in 
chap . 13, which is once again occasioned by a scene at the temple . Jesus, after predicting 
the destruction of the temple, informed his disciples that the glorious coming of the Son 
of Man would be preceded by the preaching of the gospel to all the nations .

C. Jesus’ Death on the Cross and Resurrection (14:1–16:8) The last major section 
of Mark’s Gospel begins with Jesus’ anointing and the institution of the Lord’s Supper . 
This intimate scene is contrasted with the harsh reality of Jesus’ trial before the Sanhedrin 
(14:53–65) . At the high point of the Jewish trial, Jesus responded to the high priest’s ques-
tion of whether he is the Messiah (v . 61), the Son of the Blessed One (see John 20:30–31), 
in the affirmative . In contrast, Jesus refrained from answering Pilate’s question of whether 
he is the king of the Jews, presumably due to the term’s political overtones (15:2) . Thus the 
reader is led to understand that Jesus is the Messiah in terms of Jewish OT expectations 
but not a king in roman political terms (see John 18:36) .

Finally, at the climax of Mark’s Gospel, the roman centurion exclaimed at the foot 
of the cross, “This man was really God’s Son” (15:39), indicating that now the messianic 
secret has been lifted even for the (roman) Gentiles, so that the missionary power of Jesus’ 
suffering and death has been extended also to non-Jews . If there is a genuinely Markan 
equivalent to the Matthean “Great Commission,” the centurion’s confession would cer-
tainly qualify . At the same time, it is certainly no coincidence that a Christological confes-
sion by a Gentile (see Peter’s “Jewish” confession in 8:29) is not issued until after Jesus’ 
death . If 16:8 is indeed the original ending of Mark’s Gospel, the account concludes on a 
note of fearfulness on the part of Jesus’ followers, a state of affairs that may resemble the 
state of Christianity in rome at the time of writing . The abrupt ending leaves open for 
the reader how Jesus’ announcement that he would meet the disciples in Galilee would be 
fulfilled (see 14:28; 16:7) .

theology

theological themes
Jesus as the Son of God The preeminent theological theme in Mark’s Gospel is that 

Jesus is the miracle-working, authoritative Son of God . The following chart displays the 
references in Mark’s Gospel to Jesus as the Son of God and also includes the respective 
person or persons who uttered the statement .

30 See Telford, Mark, 224–25; donahue, Are You the Christ? 114; Senior and Stuhlmueller, Biblical Foundations for 
Mission, 223 .
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Table 5.1: Jesus as the Son of God in Mark’s Gospel

introduction galilean 
ministry

Way to 
the Cross

trial and 
Crucifixion

1:1 1:11 3:11 5:7 9:7 13:32 14:61 15:39

Mark God demons demons God Jesus Caiaphas roman
Centurion

The chart indicates that this theme forms the all-inclusive bookends of the Markan 
narrative, from the opening verse to the roman centurion’s climactic confession in 15:39 . 
This is no coincidence since Mark’s audience was the church in rome, and it is only appro-
priate that the final reference to Jesus as Son of God in the Gospel should be uttered by 
a roman . In a context where roman emperors frequently ascribed deity to themselves, 
Mark’s presentation of Jesus as the Son of God is profoundly countercultural .

The Nature of Discipleship and Discipleship Failure Progressively throughout his 
narrative, Mark revealed the nature of true discipleship: following Jesus involves conflict, 
rejection by one’s own, even the bearing of one’s cross . By distancing himself from his 
own family, and through the cross, Jesus modeled in his own life a stance toward kingdom 
membership that the disciples are to emulate in their relationships with one another and 
in their mission . As J . williams wrote, “Following a Messiah who came to die on a cross 
involves sacrifice, suffering and service .”31

The initial picture of the disciples is soon overshadowed by Mark’s portrayal of their fre-
quent failures and misunderstandings (4:11–13,33–34, 40; 6:51–52; 8:4,14–21; 9:14–21; 
8:22–26; 10:46–52) . Peter, too, is cast in a negative light after his confession for failing 
to leave room in it for a suffering Messiah (8:33) . Other instances of discipleship failure 
are Peter’s denial, Judas’s betrayal, and Jesus’ desertion by the rest of the disciples (chaps . 
14–15) .

The disciples’ failure to grasp Jesus’ true identity prior to the crucifixion not merely 
clouded their understanding as to who Jesus was and what he would do for them on the 
cross . As long as the disciples failed to understand the true identity of Jesus, the nature of 
his mission, and the meaning of the cross, they also would be unable to grasp the essence 
of their own mission which required following Jesus in the way of the cross (8:34) .32

points of AppliCAtion

	 •	 Believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God,	not	just	a	mere	human	(1:1)
	 •	 Believe	that	Jesus	has	power	over	nature,	demons,	sickness,	and	death	(4:35–5:43)
	 •	 Identify	with	Jesus	and	be	prepared	to	suffer	with	him	if	necessary	(8:34–38)

31 See J . F . williams, “Mission in Mark,” In Mission in the New Testament: An Evangelical Approach, ed . w . J . Larkin Jr . 
and J . F . williams (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1998), 146 .

32 Senior and Stuhlmueller, Biblical Foundations for Mission, 226 .
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	 •	 Believe	that	Jesus	died	as	a	ransom	for	your	sins	(10:45)
	 •	 Know	that	Jesus	is willing and able to restore you when you fail (14:66–72; 16:8)

study Questions

 1 . who does ancient tradition suggest wrote Mark’s Gospel? who was believed to be 
his close associate?

 2 . what is the major Christological title in Mark?
 3 . According to this chapter, what are four interrelated purposes of Mark’s Gospel?
 4 . why is Mark’s Gospel called “action rich”?
 5 . How many major parts are there in the structure of Mark’s Gospel, and which 

verse is the turning point?
 6 . To what does the “messianic secret” refer?
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