1 SA M U EL

The events of 1 Samuel occupy a crucial place in the story of Israel, and
indeed in the whole history of God’s salvation of the world, as the book
tells the story of how God brought his people out of the dark, chaotic time
of the judges and established a monarchy over them. Since long ago in
Genesis, the establishment of a throne and crown over the nation of Israel
had been one of God’s most important promises to his people. He told them
in Genesis 3:15 that a figure in Adam’s line would come to set things right
for humanity, and this promise was reiterated in Genesis 48:10 when Jacob
promised his son Judah that the scepter would not depart from him until the
Promised One came. Then there was the beautiful—yet cryptic—prophecy in
Numbers 24 of a scepter and a royal star rising in Israel from the tribe of
Judah. Finally, Moses himself had told in Deuteronomy of the day in which
God would give a king to his people—not a king like those of the nations
but one who would submit to God’s own divine throne and serve his people
rather than oppressing them.
All of that expectation, however, dissolved in the chaos of Judges, when
the nation’s rejection of God and his purposes resulted finally in jaw-dropping
levels of bloodshed and ultimately civil war. But even in the midst of that
darkness, the delightful little book of Ruth ended with a flash of hope: Obed,
the son of Ruth and Boaz, would turn out to be the grandfather of David, the
greatest king of Israel and a man after God’s own heart.
This is what the book of 1 Samuel recounts—the story of how God
established Israel’s monarchy and ultimately the throne and dynasty of King
David. But it would not come easily. Before David could assume the throne,
God would have to completely reset his people’s expectations of what a
king should be and do. The books of 1 and 2 Samuel are meant to be read
together, and together they relate a sweeping epic, full of war and intrigue,
suspense and humor, tragedy and triumph. Armies march, flags wave, swords
clash, and crowns are lowered onto brows only to fall to the ground as kings
die. Moreover, God makes promises that will reverberate all the way through
the New Testament and the rest of history. This is the national epic of God’s
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chosen people, a giant step forward in his divine plan of salvation. But it
begins in a surprising place—in the personal anguish of a childless woman.

The Birth of Samuel
There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of
Ephraim whose name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son
of Tohu, son of Zuph, an Ephrathite. 2 He had two wives. The name of the
one was Hannah, and the name of the other, Peninnah. And Peninnah had
children, but Hannah had no children.
3 Now this man used to go up year by year from his city to worship and to
sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas, were priests of the Lord. 4 On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and
daughters. 5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her,
though the Lord had closed her womb. 6 And her rival used to provoke her
grievously to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. 7 So it went
on year by year. As often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used
to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 8 And Elkanah,
her husband, said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not
eat? And why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?”
9 After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the
priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord.
10 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. 11 And
she vowed a vow and said, “O Lord of hosts, if you will indeed look on the
aﬄiction of your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but
will give to your servant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days
of his life, and no razor shall touch his head.”

1

It is beautiful how the epic story of the establishment of the throne begins
with this one particular woman. From one perspective, her problems seem so
insignificant: she is taunted by another woman because she has no children.
But, at the same time, this woman and her anguish clearly matter to God.
Hannah is one of the most poignant characters in the Bible, even if we never
hear of her again. She trusts God, and God cares for her.

12

As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.
was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice
was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman. 14 And Eli
said to her, “How long will you go on being drunk? Put your wine away
from you.” 15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman troubled in
spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring
out my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless
woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and
vexation.” 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant
your petition that you have made to him.” 18 And she said, “Let your servant
13 Hannah
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find favor in your eyes.” Then the woman went her way and ate, and her
face was no longer sad.
19 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then
they went back to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his
wife, and the Lord remembered her. 20 And in due time Hannah conceived
and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, “I have asked
for him from the Lord.”1
Samuel Given to the Lord
21 The man Elkanah and all his house went up to oﬀer to the Lord the
yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she
said to her husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, so
that he may appear in the presence of the Lord and dwell there forever.”
23 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you; wait until
you have weaned him; only, may the Lord establish his word.” So the woman
remained and nursed her son until she weaned him. 24 And when she had
weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull,
an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house
of the Lord at Shiloh. And the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered
the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 26 And she said, “Oh, my lord! As
you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence,
praying to the Lord. 27 For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted me
my petition that I made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the Lord. As
long as he lives, he is lent to the Lord.”
And he worshiped the Lord there.
Hannah’s Prayer
And Hannah prayed and said,

2

“My heart exults in the Lord;
my horn is exalted in the Lord.
My mouth derides my enemies,
because I rejoice in your salvation.

2

3

4

5

“There is none holy like the Lord:
for there is none besides you;
there is no rock like our God.
Talk no more so very proudly,
let not arrogance come from your mouth;
for the Lord is a God of knowledge,
and by him actions are weighed.
The bows of the mighty are broken,
but the feeble bind on strength.
Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,
but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger.
The barren has borne seven,
but she who has many children is forlorn.

1 Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for heard of God
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The Lord kills and brings to life;
he brings down to Sheol and raises up.
The Lord makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low and he exalts.
He raises up the poor from the dust;
he lifts the needy from the ash heap
to make them sit with princes
and inherit a seat of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,
and on them he has set the world.
“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones,
but the wicked shall be cut oﬀ in darkness,
for not by might shall a man prevail.
The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces;
against them he will thunder in heaven.
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth;
he will give strength to his king
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”
11 Then

Elkanah went home to Ramah. And the boy was ministering to
the Lord in the presence of Eli the priest.

Thus the stage is set, and it is clear that little Samuel will figure prominently
in the story ahead. But how? Did you notice what Hannah said at the very end
of her song? She praised the Lord because “he will give strength to his king
and exalt the horn [or power] of his anointed.” This is the clue that tells us
what this book is about: God is about to keep his promise to give Israel a king.
In fact, with verse 11 following so closely on the heels of verse 10, we are
tempted to think that maybe, just maybe, it is Samuel who will wear the crown.
Meanwhile, it turns out that Eli—the old priest who blessed Hannah back
in chapter 1—is not just an old priest but actually the current ruler (that is,
the latest judge) of Israel. And things are not well under his administration.

Eli’s Worthless Sons
12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did not know the Lord.
13 The custom of the priests with the people was that when any man oﬀered
sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come, while the meat was boiling, with
a three-pronged fork in his hand, 14 and he would thrust it into the pan or
kettle or cauldron or pot. All that the fork brought up the priest would take
for himself. This is what they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came
there. 15 Moreover, before the fat was burned, the priest’s servant would
come and say to the man who was sacrificing, “Give meat for the priest to
roast, for he will not accept boiled meat from you but only raw.” 16 And if
the man said to him, “Let them burn the fat first, and then take as much as
you wish,” he would say, “No, you must give it now, and if not, I will take it
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by force.” 17 Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of the
Lord, for the men treated the oﬀering of the Lord with contempt.
18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy clothed with a linen
ephod. 19 And his mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him
each year when she went up with her husband to oﬀer the yearly sacrifice.
20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord give
you children by this woman for the petition she asked of the Lord.” So then
they would return to their home.
21 Indeed the Lord visited Hannah, and she conceived and bore three sons
and two daughters. And the boy Samuel grew in the presence of the Lord.
Eli Rebukes His Sons
22 Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his sons were doing to
all Israel, and how they lay with the women who were serving at the entrance
to the tent of meeting. 23 And he said to them, “Why do you do such things?
For I hear of your evil dealings from all these people. 24 No, my sons; it is
no good report that I hear the people of the Lord spreading abroad. 25 If
someone sins against a man, God will mediate for him, but if someone sins
against the Lord, who can intercede for him?” But they would not listen to
the voice of their father, for it was the will of the Lord to put them to death.
26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with
the Lord and also with man.

We can see the pattern unfolding here. This chapter has been relating two
stories at once—one concerning the fall of the house of Eli, the other the rise
of Samuel. Thus while Eli’s sons are stealing meat from the people (and from
God, claiming the fat that belonged solely to him), little Samuel is ministering
before the Lord. While Eli remains blind to what his sons are doing—and only
scolds them when he finds out, instead of taking decisive action—Samuel is
growing in wisdom and stature and favor.
There is another dramatic tension here, too. We have already seen how
God has promised to give his people a king. At this point in the story, it has
become clear that Eli and his sons are an obstacle to that plan. If Israel is to
have a king, this next-to-last judge and his sons will need to be cleared from
the stage. And this is exactly what God promises to do.

The Lord Rejects Eli’s Household
27 And there came a man of God to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the
Lord, ‘Did I indeed reveal myself to the house of your father when they were
in Egypt subject to the house of Pharaoh? 28 Did I choose him out of all the
tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, to wear
an ephod before me? I gave to the house of your father all my oﬀerings by
fire from the people of Israel. 29 Why then do you scorn my sacrifices and my
oﬀerings that I commanded for my dwelling, and honor your sons above me
by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of every oﬀering of my people
Israel?’ 30 Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I promised that your
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house and the house of your father should go in and out before me forever,’
but now the Lord declares: ‘Far be it from me, for those who honor me I will
honor, and those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 31 Behold, the
days are coming when I will cut oﬀ your strength and the strength of your
father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. 32 Then
in distress you will look with envious eye on all the prosperity that shall be
bestowed on Israel, and there shall not be an old man in your house forever.
33 The only one of you whom I shall not cut oﬀ from my altar shall be spared
to weep his eyes out to grieve his heart, and all the descendants of your
house shall die by the sword of men. 34 And this that shall come upon your
two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both of them shall
die on the same day. 35 And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who
shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind. And I will build
him a sure house, and he shall go in and out before my anointed forever.
36 And everyone who is left in your house shall come to implore him for a
piece of silver or a loaf of bread and shall say, “Please put me in one of the
priests’ places, that I may eat a morsel of bread.” ’ ”

The fall of Eli’s house will happen in due time, but meanwhile, the time has
come for Samuel to be called to his divinely appointed role. The story of how
God calls him is one of the most unique in the entire Bible.

The Lord Calls Samuel
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord in the presence of
Eli. And the word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no
frequent vision.
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could
not see, was lying down in his own place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the
ark of God was.
4 Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down
again.” So he went and lay down.
6 And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son;
lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of
the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.
8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went
to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the
Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if
he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.’ ” So Samuel
went and lay down in his place.
10 And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 11 Then the Lord
said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two
ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against

3
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Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end.
13 And I declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did
not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity
of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or oﬀering forever.”
15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the
Lord. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel
and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 And Eli said, “What
was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and
more also if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel
told him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the Lord.
Let him do what seems good to him.”
19 And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words
fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel
was established as a prophet of the Lord. 21 And the Lord appeared again
at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word
of the Lord.

It seems that Samuel’s role is not to be king after all, but rather to serve both
as the last major judge of Israel and also as the first in a centuries-long line of
prophets who will point forward to God’s ultimate purposes in salvation.
It is important to see the unique significance of what is happening here,
lest we think that Samuel’s experience of God’s speaking audibly to him is a
model for each and every one of us to expect. The fact is, this story is a critical turning point in the story of salvation. For centuries, the word of the Lord
has been rare in Israel (3:1), but now God is establishing a prophet in Israel,
one who will, at long last, speak God’s word to God’s people. After centuries
of chaos and futility throughout the period of Judges, the machinery of God’s
plan of redemption is beginning to whir again.
The next major moment in the story will come in chapter 8, when the
people of Israel ask Samuel the prophet for a king. Before that happens,
though, chapters 4–7 tell a riotous story in which God shows his people in
no uncertain terms that he does not need a human king in order to protect
them—or himself.

The Philistines Capture the Ark
And the word of Samuel came to all Israel.
Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped at
Ebenezer, and the Philistines encamped at Aphek. 2 The Philistines drew up
in line against Israel, and when the battle spread, Israel was defeated before
the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men on the field of battle.
3 And when the people came to the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why
has the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark
of the covenant of the Lord here from Shiloh, that it may come among us
and save us from the power of our enemies.” 4 So the people sent to Shiloh
and brought from there the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, who is

4
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enthroned on the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
were there with the ark of the covenant of God.
5 As soon as the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all
Israel gave a mighty shout, so that the earth resounded. 6 And when the
Philistines heard the noise of the shouting, they said, “What does this great
shouting in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” And when they learned that
the ark of the Lord had come to the camp, 7 the Philistines were afraid,
for they said, “A god has come into the camp.” And they said, “Woe to us!
For nothing like this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! Who can deliver us
from the power of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the
Egyptians with every sort of plague in the wilderness. 9 Take courage, and
be men, O Philistines, lest you become slaves to the Hebrews as they have
been to you; be men and fight.”
10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they fled, every
man to his home. And there was a very great slaughter, for thirty thousand
foot soldiers of Israel fell. 11 And the ark of God was captured, and the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

Why does God allow the ark to be captured here? Are the Israelites not doing
exactly what they are supposed to do—trusting in the power of God to save
them? Well, no. The point seems to be that they are using God like a magic
talisman. They seem to think they can wield him like a weapon instead of
trusting in him. So God teaches them otherwise, and he will soon show
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The end of the Old Testament is not very hopeful. Yes, many of the
Israelites had been allowed to return to Jerusalem and rebuild both the
city’s wall and its temple. And yes, even the Davidic dynasty—in a shocking
development—had not been completely destroyed. But things were hardly
as they once were. The new temple had nothing of the glory of Solomon’s
temple, and the descendants of King Jeconiah had never reclaimed their
throne. In fact, we might well wonder if all the promises made by the
prophets—centered on a great king who would come to save his people—had been buried in the sands of time. After all, by the time the New
Testament opens, almost six hundred years have passed since Israel first
came under the foot of foreign rulers.
Much changed through those centuries. After Babylon was conquered by
the Persians, Alexander the Great eventually swept the entire known world—
including Israel—under the rule and power of Greece. After he died, his successors split his empire among themselves, and then their descendants spent
centuries fighting over the pieces. Then the Romans rose from the heart of
Italy to take Alexander’s empire for their own. For almost six hundred years,
the throne and crown of David were trampled underfoot by one conqueror
after another. It must have seemed that the promises of the prophets were
laughably empty.
And then, according to Matthew, the true King arrived.

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob
the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of
Ram, 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of

1
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1425
5 and

Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of
Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of
Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king.
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon
the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the
father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the
father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos,
and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his
brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.
12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of
Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the
father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of
Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and
Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar
the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the
father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is
called Christ.
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations,
and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from
the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.

The genealogy opening Matthew’s book is extraordinary for a few reasons.
For one thing, Jesus’ family tree is full of sinners and outcasts. There is David,
who is said to be the father of Solomon “by the wife of Uriah”—an unmistakable reminder of David’s sin. There is also Tamar, Rahab the prostitute,
and Ruth the Moabite woman—all outsiders who signal to us what God had
promised to Abraham. Jesus will be a Savior not just for Israel but for the
entire world.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed1 to Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet:
23

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

1 That is, legally committed to be married
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(which means, God with us).
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not
until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Matthew tells us multiple times that Jesus is born to a virgin (18, 20, 23, and
25). This fact is no unimportant detail of Christian legend; it is actually a truth
critical to Jesus’ identity and mission. If his body had been created in heaven
and then simply sent down to earth, we would rightly doubt whether he was
really human; he would simply be too diﬀerent for us to accept as truly one of
us. But if Jesus had been born entirely through normal means, we would doubt
his divinity. Matthew emphasizes the virgin birth because it reveals who Jesus
is. He is the God-man, fully God and fully man, the Son of God made human.

The Visit of the Wise Men
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when
it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was
to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by
the prophet:

2

6 “ ‘And

you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring
me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king,
they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose
went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.

No one knows exactly what this star is. Some have suggested it is a supernova
or a shining angel. One scholar has even made a compelling case that it is a
comet. Whatever the star is, though, its meaning is clear: the royal star one
of the prophets had said would rise out of Israel has finally arisen (Numbers
24:17). The King has come.

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And
going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they oﬀered
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him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
being warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
The Flight to Egypt
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the
child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by
night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt
I called my son.”

The prophecy in this verse is from Hosea 11:1, where God uses “my son” to
refer to the whole nation of Israel. As we have seen, however, because the
king represents the entire nation, it is entirely appropriate for Matthew to
apply this verse to Israel’s new king—Jesus.

Herod Kills the Children
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem
and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the
time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
18

“A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

The Return to Nazareth
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to
the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21 And he
rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew
to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth,
so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would
be called a Nazarene.

There is no specific verse in the Old Testament that says the Messiah would
be known as a Nazarene. Rather, Matthew is recalling a very common Old
Testament theme—that the Messiah would be despised and rejected—and
linking it up with the conventional wisdom of his own day that said the town
of Nazareth was a backwater hole that deserved to be despised and rejected.
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Thus Jesus grew up being known not as Jesus of Bethlehem, with all the royal
connotations that would have carried, but rather as Jesus of Nazareth, a goodfor-nothing nobody.

John the Baptist Prepares the Way
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

3

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.’ ”
4 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do
not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even
now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me
is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and
he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the
chaﬀ he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now,
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water,
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

What an incredible moment! The voice from heaven actually declares two
truths about Jesus. First, it identifies him as “Son.” On one level, this marks
Jesus out as king of Israel; “Son of God” was a throne name used frequently
by Israel’s kings. But, as we will see throughout the New Testament, “Son of
God” is far more than just a throne name for Jesus. It identifies him as the
divine, eternally begotten second person of the Trinity. Moreover, the phrase
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Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection
23 The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question, 24 saying, “Teacher, Moses said,
‘If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and
raise up oﬀspring for his brother.’ 25 Now there were seven brothers among
us. The first married and died, and having no oﬀspring left his wife to his
brother. 26 So too the second and third, down to the seventh. 27 After them
all, the woman died. 28 In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose
wife will she be? For they all had her.”
29 But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither
the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 And as for
the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God:
32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He
is not God of the dead, but of the living.” 33 And when the crowd heard it,
they were astonished at his teaching.

Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and
the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 3 so do and observe whatever they tell
you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. 4 They
tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, but
they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. 5 They do
all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad
and their fringes long, 6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the
best seats in the synagogues 7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being
called rabbi1 by others. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one
teacher, and you are all brothers.2 9 And call no man your father on earth, for
you have one Father, who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called instructors, for
you have one instructor, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you shall be your
servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.
13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the
kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor
allow those who would enter to go in. 15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte,
and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of
hell as yourselves.
16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it
is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by
his oath.’ 17 You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that
has made the gold sacred? 18 And you say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it
is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound
by his oath.’ 19 You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that
makes the gift sacred? 20 So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by
everything on it. 21 And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by
him who dwells in it. 22 And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne
of God and by him who sits upon it.
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint
and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law:
justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without
neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside
of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.
26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the
outside also may be clean.
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of
dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly appear
righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the
tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous,
30 saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have

The Great Commandment
34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question
to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”
37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great
and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law
and the Prophets.”
Whose Son Is the Christ?
41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a
question, 42 saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that
David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,
44 “ ‘The

Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet” ’?

45 If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46 And no one was able
to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any
more questions.

Chapters 23–25 are one long, final speech that Jesus addresses to the crowds
in Jerusalem. Some of its details are not always easy to decipher, but the main
idea of the sermon is pretty clear: judgment is coming, and the only way to
escape is by remaining watchful and trusting in the Son of Man—the title
Jesus repeatedly gives himself—for salvation.

23

1 Rabbi means my teacher, or my master; also 23

:8 2 Or brothers and sisters
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31 Thus

you
taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’
witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the
prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. 33 You serpents,
you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell?
34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom
you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and
persecute from town to town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood
of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the
sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come
upon this generation.
Lament over Jerusalem
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not
willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will
not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.’ ”
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Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple
Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came
to point out to him the buildings of the temple. 2 But he answered
them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be
left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”

24

Signs of the End of the Age
3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately,
saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your
coming and of the end of the age?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “See that
no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am
the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and
rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but
the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All
these are but the beginning of the birth pains.
9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and
you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake. 10 And then many will
fall away and betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many false
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GENESIS

E XO D U S

LEVITICUS

The ark represents God’s salvation of
righteous Noah and his family, reflective of God’s saving heart throughout
the Bible.

The locust denotes the eighth plague
on Egypt, described in Exodus 10:1–20,
as God graciously worked to deliver his
people from slavery.

This illustration depicts a burnt oﬀering (see, for example, Leviticus 1:3).
Sacrificial oﬀerings play an important
role in this book, pointing ultimately to
the final oﬀering, Jesus himself.

NUMBERS

D E U T E RO N OMY

J O S H UA

The bronze serpent on a pole references Numbers 21:4–9, when all
who looked upon the bronze serpent
were saved—which Jesus refers to
as an illustration of how faith works
( John 3:14–15).

This image depicts the two tablets
containing the Ten Commandments
(see Deuteronomy 4:13). In addition,
the sun, moon, and stars represent
God’s promises and his glory.

The ark of the covenant plays a prominent role throughout the book of
Joshua and is an important part of the
Old Testament as a whole, as this is
where God’s presence dwelled—fulfilled ultimately in Jesus.

JUDGES

RU T H

1 S AMU E L

The fig tree is a component of
Abimelech’s conspiracy, narrated in
Judges 9, and is mentioned several times throughout the Bible (from
Deuteronomy to Revelation).

A bundle of barley recalls the barley
harvest described in Ruth 1:22, at
which Ruth meets Boaz. In addition,
the concept of harvest is a recurring
theme throughout Scripture.

This image depicts the stone and sling
with which David defeated Goliath and
liberated God’s people, anticipating
their true and final liberation centuries
later through the Son of David.

99.BM.indd 1897

5/25/18 1:10 PM

2 S AMU E L

1 KINGS

2 KINGS

This glorious crown points to the kingdom of David (described in detail in
2 Samuel), whose crown is worn finally
by Jesus, the final promised King.

The depiction of a throne represents
the kingdom of Solomon, whose
throne is described in 1 Kings 10:18–20
and who is a key figure in 1 Kings.

This illustration alludes to Elijah’s ascent
to heaven, described in 2 Kings 2:11–12.
Elijah is the key prophet in this portion
of the Bible.

1 C H RO N I C L E S

2 C H RO N I C L E S

EZRA

This illustration is based on David’s song
of thanks in 1 Chronicles 16 and the use
of lyres and harps in Israelite worship
(see 13:8).

The peacock is a representative example of Solomon’s great wealth (see
2 Chronicles 9:21).

The illustration depicts a ram, used
in Ezra for sacrifices as the temple is
finished and dedicated (Ezra 6:17). The
temple is where God meets with his
people, and it is fulfilled in Jesus and
his people ( John 2:19–22; 1 Peter 2:5).

NEHEMIAH

ESTHER

JOB

This image represents the walls of
Jerusalem, the rebuilding of which is
narrated in the book of Nehemiah.

The image depicts the scene related in
Esther 8:4, in which Esther acts to save
her people from destruction, which
pictures the salvation accomplished
truly and eternally by Jesus centuries
later. The hand in this illustration also
alludes to Michelangelo’s depiction of
the creation of Adam.

This emblem represents the contrast
between death (skull, storm) and life
(sun, plant), between curse and blessing, which acts as an important motif
in the book of Job.
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PSALMS

P ROV E R B S

E CC L E S I A S T E S

This scene is based on Psalm 42:1:
“As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.”
The Psalms train us in communing
with God, which is where our deepest
joys lie.

This artistic rendering of the sun is a
reference to Proverbs 13:9, which captures a central message of this book of
the Bible: “The light of the righteous
rejoices, but the lamp of the wicked
will be put out.”

This image represents the wind, which
is used throughout Ecclesiastes to
represent the vanity of this life (e.g.,
1:17; 2:11; 4:4).

S O N G O F S O LOMO N

ISAIAH

JEREMIAH

The dove and the surrounding landscape of this image reflect the rich
pictorial language used in this book of
the Bible (e.g., Song of Solomon 1:15).

This scene depicts a landscape with
dark clouds, representative of the judgment that Isaiah prophesies (e.g., Isaiah
5:30). Yet the image, with its rolling
hills and mountains, also anticipates
the coming new heavens and new
earth, in which God will dwell forever
with his redeemed people (65:17–25).

This illustration portrays trumpets, used to signify the urgency
of Jeremiah’s message of salvation
through judgment (see Jeremiah 4:5).
Trumpets also play an important
role across Scripture (Leviticus 25:9;
1 Corinthians 15:52; Revelation 8; etc.).

L AM E N TAT I O N S

EZEKIEL

DA N I E L

This emblem is a stylized depiction of
wormwood (Lamentations 3:15, 19). In
Scripture, the bitter taste of wormwood is symbolic of hardship and sorrow, the main theme of Lamentations.

This illustration is an artistic interpretation of Ezekiel 6:5, which depicts
God’s judgment against idolatry: “I will
lay the dead bodies of the people of
Israel before their idols, and I will
scatter your bones around your altars.”
Ultimately, God would raise these
bones from death to life (37:1–14).

The lion, a frequent image across
Scripture, here highlights Daniel’s miraculous deliverance from a den of
lions (Daniel 6). Jesus himself is ultimately known as the “Lion of the tribe
of Judah” (Revelation 5:5).
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HOSEA

JOEL

AMO S

The image represents the concepts of
vine, vineyard, and grapes mentioned
throughout the book of Hosea, images
that come to represent the future
abundance of the new earth.

The pruning hook is a reference to
God’s judgment as prophesied by this
prophet ( Joel 3:10, 13).

This depiction of sycamore figs alludes
to Amos’s humble background before
being called by the Lord as a prophet
(Amos 7:14).

OBADIAH

JONAH

MICAH

This eagle is a reference to the false
pride of Edom, which the Lord will
reduce to nothing (Obadiah 4).

This image depicts the “great fish”
graciously appointed by God to rescue
Jonah after the prophet is thrown overboard by sailors ( Jonah 1:17).

The emblem represents the creationsplitting judgment of God prophesied
in Micah 1:4. Jesus himself would endure such judgment and destruction
on the cross on behalf of all who
trust him.

NAHUM

H A B A K KU K

ZEPHANIAH

This illustration alludes to the power
and wrath of God as described in
Nahum 1:4: “He rebukes the sea and
makes it dry.”

This depiction of a running leopard
refers to the Lord’s description of the
Chaldeans in Habakkuk 1:8. Here in
Habakkuk and throughout Scripture,
it is those who trust in God amid this
world’s chaos who are saved.

Israel’s leaders are likened to ravenous
wolves in Zephaniah 3:3; the message
of Zephaniah is that God will judge
such cruelty but will gladly save the
penitent.

99.BM.indd 1900

5/25/18 1:10 PM

H AG G A I

ZECHARIAH

MA L AC H I

The signet ring is a reference to the
book’s final verse (Haggai 2:23), in
which God assures Zerubbabel that
God has chosen him for a great
purpose of grace in God’s plan of
redemption.

The olive branch pattern is a reference to the vision of the golden
lampstand and its two olive branches,
representing God’s anointed servants
(Zechariah 4:12).

The rising sun illustrates the “sun
of righteousness,” the great sign of
healing and redemption in this book
(Malachi 4:2).

MAT T H E W

MA R K

LU K E

JOHN

The winged symbols of the four evangelists find their roots in Ezekiel 1:1–14; 10:1–22, and also in Revelation 4:6–8:
“Around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first
living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man,
and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings,
are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!’” The four winged beings were first associated with the four evangelists
in early church history by the church fathers (e.g., Jerome, Augustine).

AC T S

ROMA N S

1 CO R I N T H I A N S

The dove represents the Holy Spirit
in the Gospels (Matthew 3:16; Mark
1:10; John 1:32). Because the message
of Acts centers on the giving of the
Holy Spirit in the beginnings of the
New Testament church, the dove is
illustrated here for Acts.

The vase is a reference to the potter
and the clay in Romans 9:21, representing God’s absolute sovereignty,
which in Romans is seen especially in
his sovereign grace in saving sinners.

The wine and the bread signify the institution of the Lord’s Supper. Outlined
in 1 Corinthians 11, the Lord’s Supper
reflects the gracious provision of
Christ, whose body and blood were
given for the forgiveness of sins.
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2 CO R I N T H I A N S

G A L AT I A N S

EPHESIANS

Paul spent much of his life travelling
around the Mediterranean world, on
a mission to spread the gospel. He
refers to his travels throughout this
book (e.g., 2 Corinthians 1:23–2:4; 8:19;
12:20), travels represented here by
this ship.

God promised Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as
the stars in the sky. Abraham believed
God, “and he counted it to him as
righteousness” (Genesis 15:5–6). This
promise and this faith form the backbone of Galatians.

The shield of faith and the sword of
the Spirit are part of the armor of God
in Ephesians 6, armor that represents
God’s merciful provisions for his weak
people.

PHILIPPIANS

CO LO S S I A N S

1 T H E S S A LO N I A N S

The grid in this image stands for the
prison from which Paul wrote the
letter to the Philippians. In the middle
is a subtle cross, which was Paul’s
greatest comfort and concern amid his
imprisonment (Philippians 2:8).

This letter, like a few others, was also
written from prison. Yet through the
prison bars depicted here, one sees
the cross, which is the believer’s great
comfort and hope (Colossians 1:22)
and with which believers identify (2:12,
20; 3:3).

The bright sun and dark water in
this illustration resemble the contrast
captured in 1 Thessalonians 5:5: “You
are all children of light, children of
the day. We are not of the night or of
the darkness.”

2 T H E S S A LO N I A N S

1 T I MOT H Y

2 T I MOT H Y

This image depicts a mighty angel before a flaming fire, based on
2 Thessalonians 1:7–8, which speaks
of the day in which “the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know
God and on those who do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”

This badge represents a laurel crown,
which stands for endurance, perseverance in the race, fighting the fight, and
training in righteousness—common
themes in 1 and 2 Timothy.

This emblem shows the same laurel
crown from 1 Timothy but with a
field in the background, suggesting
the farmer and crops mentioned in
2 Timothy 2:6: “It is the hard-working
farmer who ought to have the first
share of the crops.”
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TITUS

P H I L E MO N

HEBREWS

This illustration signifies the island of
Crete, where Titus served as pastor.

The broken chains in this emblem
stand for the faith of the bondservant
Onesimus and Paul’s desire for him to
be received in love. The chains form a
cross, the symbol of the gospel—the
gospel in which Paul, Onesimus, and
Philemon found the deepest unity despite their socioeconomic diﬀerences.

The shepherd’s staﬀs and the sheep in
this image refer to Hebrews 13:20. The
double-edged sword references 4:12.
The two stars allude to 11:12. The total
impact of the image communicates the
importance of godly Christian leadership and of Christ, our greatest leader.

J AM E S

1 PETER

2 PETER

The drop and the water depicted here
reference James 3:11–12, which speaks
of the importance of our words, a
major theme throughout James. The
light and rays in the background are a
subtle interpretation of 1:11.

This illustration represents the cornerstone, Christ himself, the Savior of
those who believe in him (1 Peter 2:6)
despite his being rejected by his own
people (2:7).

This oil lamp is an illustration of
2 Peter 1:19–20 and is also a reference
to the oil and light mentioned in many
books of the Bible as symbols of God’s
blessing and truth.

1, 2, & 3 J O H N
The motif for these three books is a light (sun) that comes ever closer and brighter from
book to book. The image of light is related mainly to 1 John 1:5–10, although light is a
theme throughout all of John’s writings.
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JUDE

R E V E L AT I O N

The waves in this badge refer to Jude
13, which describes false teachers as
“wild waves of the sea, casting up the
foam of their own shame.”

The horse in this image is a reference to the white horse mentioned in
Revelation 6 and 19. In addition, the
seven trumpets represent the trumpets mentioned in Revelation 8 and
elsewhere. At the bottom of the image
are seven seals, as in Revelation 5,
6, and 8.
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