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P R E F A C E

The Bible
The words of the Bible are the very words of God our 

Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful;1 they are 
pure; 2 they are powerful;3 and they are wise and righteous.4 We 
should read these words with reverence and awe,5 and with joy 
and delight.6 Through these words God gives us eternal life,7 
and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.8

The ESV Translation
The English Standard Version® (ESV ®) stands in the classic 

stream of English Bible translations that goes back nearly five 
centuries. In this stream, accurate faithfulness to the original 
text is combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expres-
sion. Our goal has been to carry forward this legacy for this 
generation and generations to come.

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks 
as far as possible to reproduce the meaning and structure of 
the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer. 
We have sought to be “as literal as possible” while maintain-
ing clear expression and literary excellence. Therefore the ESV 
is well suited for both personal reading and church ministry, 
for devotional reflection and serious study, and for Scripture 
memorization.

1 Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2 Ps. 12:6 3 Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23 
4 Ps. 19:7–11 5 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6 Ps. 19:7–11; 119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16 
7 John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 8 Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4



The ESV Publishing Team
The ESV publishing team has included more than a hun-

dred people. The fourteen- member Translation Oversight 
Committee benefited from the work of fifty biblical experts 
serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments 
of the more than fifty members of the Advisory Council. This 
international team from many denominations shares a com-
mon commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to historic 
Christian orthodoxy.

To God’s Honor and Praise
We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also 

know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his 
honor and praise. So to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit —
and to his people — we offer what we have done, with our 
prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude for much help 
given, and with ongoing wonder that our God should ever have 
entrusted to us so momentous a task.

To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee
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T H E

ACT S
O F  T H E  A P O S T L E S

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

1 In the first book, O  Theophilus, I  have dealt with all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, 2  until the day when he was 

taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive 
to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4  And while staying with them he ordered them not to 
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.”

The Ascension
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, 

will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said 
to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8  But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, 
as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
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out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as 
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 
13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, 
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son 
of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 
14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
his brothers.

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the com-
pany of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the 
Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before-
hand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a 
guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among 
us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man 
acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling 
headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 
out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that 
is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms,

 “ ‘ May his camp become desolate,
  and let there be no one to dwell in it’;



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


