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P R E F A C E

The Bible
The words of the Bible are the very words of God our 

Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful;1 they are 
pure; 2 they are powerful;3 and they are wise and righteous.4 We 
should read these words with reverence and awe,5 and with joy 
and delight.6 Through these words God gives us eternal life,7 
and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.8

The ESV Translation
The English Standard Version® (ESV ®) stands in the classic 

stream of English Bible translations that goes back nearly five 
centuries. In this stream, accurate faithfulness to the original 
text is combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expres-
sion. Our goal has been to carry forward this legacy for this 
generation and generations to come.

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks 
as far as possible to reproduce the meaning and structure of 
the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer. 
We have sought to be “as literal as possible” while maintain-
ing clear expression and literary excellence. Therefore the ESV 
is well suited for both personal reading and church ministry, 
for devotional reflection and serious study, and for Scripture 
memorization.

1 Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2 Ps. 12:6 3 Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23 
4 Ps. 19:7–11 5 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6 Ps. 19:7–11; 119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16 
7 John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 8 Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4



The ESV Publishing Team
The ESV publishing team has included more than a hun-

dred people. The fourteen- member Translation Oversight 
Committee benefited from the work of fifty biblical experts 
serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments 
of the more than fifty members of the Advisory Council. This 
international team from many denominations shares a com-
mon commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to historic 
Christian orthodoxy.

To God’s Honor and Praise
We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also 

know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his 
honor and praise. So to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit —
and to his people — we offer what we have done, with our 
prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude for much help 
given, and with ongoing wonder that our God should ever have 
entrusted to us so momentous a task.

To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee
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T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 

God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his 
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fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25  They 
asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26  John answered them, 
“I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 
know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal 
I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know 
him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I  saw 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


