
The

G O S P E L  O F  J O H N

00.FM.indd   1 2/1/18   3:48 PM



T he
H O LY  B I B L E

E N G L I S H  S T A N D A R D  V E R S I O N

Containing the Gospel of John

WH E ATON , I LL INOIS — ESV.ORG

00.FM.indd   3 2/1/18   3:48 PM



I N T R O D U C T I O N

The Gospel of John has always been one of the favor-
ite books of the Bible. Many say it was the first Bible 
book they read. John tells the story of Jesus Christ, 
carefully recording many events of his life. And John 
states plainly why he does so: “that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name” (20:31).

THE SON OF GOD

John wants to show us who Jesus really is: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. . . . And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us . . .” (1:1, 14). Jesus, during his life 
on earth, was God in human form! And just in case 
John’s introduction isn’t clear enough, a few sentences 
later he quotes John the Baptist, who says, “I have seen 
and have borne witness that this is the Son of God” 
(1:34). Throughout the book, John gives evidences 
of Jesus’ deity—that Jesus performed many mira-
cles (2:1–11; 4:46–54; 5:1–17; 6:1–13, 16–21; 9:1–7; 
11:38–44), and that he fulfilled prophecies written 
centuries before (2:13–22; 3:14; 5:46; 12:14–16).

GOD’S LOVE

But why would Jesus, who is God, leave heaven to live 
on earth as a human? Jesus himself tells us why: “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
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have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him” (3:16–17).

WHY DO WE NEED TO BE SAVED?

But why do we need to be saved? Jesus said, “Everyone 
who practices sin is a slave to sin” (8:34). If we are 
honest with ourselves, we cannot deny that from the 
moment of our birth we have done wrong things— 
things that make us guilty before God and deserving 
of his judgment. The Bible calls these wrong things 
sin, and sin separates us from God. And because we 
are separated from God, we face the awful prospect 
of his eternal wrath (3:36).

JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY

Can anyone save us from God’s wrath and assure us 
of heaven? Some people believe that they can get to 
heaven by doing good works, or by following the 
teachings of a religion, or even by giving money to 
churches or charities. But Jesus clearly said that none 
of these things would save us: “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (14:6). No human effort can give 
us eternal life.

In fact, the only “work” that can save us is the 
“work” of believing in what Jesus has done to accom-
plish our salvation: “This is the work of God, that you 
believe in him whom he has sent” (6:29). And to those 
who so believe, the promise of God stands firm: “To 
all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God” (1:12).
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HOW DOES JESUS SAVE US?

John the Baptist calls Jesus the “Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world” (1:29). Jesus explains 
that our salvation comes through his death on the cross 
as the perfect and sufficient sacrifice for our sin (3:14–
15). Chapters 18–19 describe Jesus’ death, and then 
chapter 20 describes his glorious triumph over death 
as he rose from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection means 
that he can give eternal life to all who believe in him: 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die . . .” (11:25–26).

DO YOU BELIEVE?

That last verse (11:26) actually ends with Jesus ask-
ing, “Do you believe this?” It is a question that every 
person must answer: Do you believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God? Do you believe that he died on the 
cross to free you from the guilt and judgment of sin? 
Do you believe that he rose from the grave, breaking 
the power of death and making a way for you to have 
eternal life in heaven? If so, you may express your 
faith in him by praying this prayer:

Heavenly Father, I believe that Jesus Christ is 
your Son, and that he died on the cross to save me 
from my sin. I believe that he rose again to life, 
and that he invites me to live forever with him 
in heaven as part of your family. Because of what 
Jesus has done, I ask you to forgive me of my sin 
and give me eternal life. Help me to live in a way 
that pleases and honors you. Amen.
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If you have just committed your life to Christ, sign 
your name below as a testimony of your decision. 

Name ____________________________
Date _____________________________

GROWING IN CHRIST

Once you have received the gift of eternal life, you 
will want to grow in your knowledge of him and your 
obedience to him. Jesus’ teaching about how to live for 
God can be summed up in three simple instructions:

Read the Bible. Jesus said, “Whoever has my command-
ments and keeps them, he it is who loves me” (14:21). 
One way to show our love for God is to read and live 
out the commands set forth in the Bible, God’s holy 
Word. Read the Bible daily to learn how to live a life 
that honors God and gives testimony to others that 
Jesus has made a difference in your life.

Pray. Communication with God through prayer keeps 
your focus on eternal things. If you are truly following 
Jesus, your desires will be for God’s glory and for his 
kingdom, the church. Jesus promised, “If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you” (15:7).

Seek Christian fellowship. Meeting regularly with 
Christian brothers and sisters allows you to follow 
Jesus’ example of love and to fulfill his command to 
“love one another . . . just as I have loved you” (13:34). 
Just as Jesus surrounded himself daily with his dis-
ciples and followers, find a Bible-believing church 
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where you can meet with other Christians. There you 
will find joy and encouragement in the fellowship of 
God’s people.

ASSURANCE

If you have just accepted Christ as your Savior, you 
may be wondering, “What happens if I sin after I’m 
saved?” All Christians sin from time to time. But the 
good news is that Jesus’ death paid for all your sin, 
both past and future. If you humbly admit your sin 
to God, the Bible promises that God will forgive you 
and cleanse you from all your sin. Pray for God’s help 
to keep you from falling into sin again. Jesus assures 
us in the Bible that, “whoever comes to me I will never 
cast out” (6:37). Your salvation is sure because Christ’s 
sacrifice of himself on the cross is greater than any sin.

You might also wonder, “What happens when I don’t 
feel close to God? Am I still saved?” When a person 
has accepted the gift of salvation, Jesus describes his 
relationship with them as a shepherd and his sheep: 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand” 
(10:27–28). Salvation is not based on feelings but on 
the fact that God has welcomed you into his family 
through faith in Jesus. Nothing on earth or in heaven 
can break that bond. If you feel far away from God, 
examine your life to see if there is unconfessed sin 
standing between you and God. Continue to read the 
Bible and pray regularly, filling your mind with God’s 
truth and goodness. Talk with other Christians and 
learn from their experiences. You will grow closer to 
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God as your knowledge and experience of him grows. 
Rest assured in the promise that “no one is able to 
snatch [you] out of my hand.”
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own 
domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light 
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own people3 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he 
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
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me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his full-
ness we have all received, grace upon grace.1 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the 
only God,2 who is at the Father’s side,3 he has made 
him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews 

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 20  He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a

 the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight4 the way of the Lord,’ 
as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you 
are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26  John answered them, “I  baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 27  even he 
who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 

and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After 
me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was 
1 Or grace in place of grace 2 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 3 Greek in the bosom of the 
Father 4 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3
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before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might 
be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw 
the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but 
he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, 
this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And 
I  have seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son1 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two 

of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked 
by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you stay-
ing?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour.2 40 One of the two who heard John speak and fol-
lowed Jesus3 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He 
first found his own brother Simon and said to him, 
“We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 
42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be 
called Cephas” (which means Peter4).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 

found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44  Now 
1 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 2 That is, about 4 P.M. 3 Greek him 4 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock 
in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 
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1 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 2 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a metrētēs was about 
10 gallons or 35 liters 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.” 46  Nathanael said to him, “Can any-
thing good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 
him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48  Nathanael 
said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under 
the fig tree, I  saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will 
see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you,1 you will see heaven opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending on 
the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus 

also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 
3  When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said 
to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour 
has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the 
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or 
thirty gallons.2 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the 
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1 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi 
(translated “brothers”) may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters a Ps. 69:9

jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 
8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take 
it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though 
the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to 
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 
people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of 
his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested 
his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his 
mother and his brothers1 and his disciples, and they 
stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus 

went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those 
who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the 
money-changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip 
of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the 
sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 16  And 
he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things 
away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 
17 His disciples remembered that it was written, a

 “Zeal 
for your house will consume me.”

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show 
us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years 
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1 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 2 Greek him 3 Or from above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can 
mean both again and from above; also verse 7 4 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 5 The Greek for you 
is plural here 6 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 

to build this temple,1 and will you raise it up in three 
days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this, and 
they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus 
had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 

Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the 
signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not 
entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 
25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came 

to Jesus2 by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can 
do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born again3 he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.4 7 Do not marvel that I said 
to you, ‘You5 must be born again.’ 8 The wind6 blows 
where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do 
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G O S P E L  O F  J O H N

ASSUR ANCE

“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and 
whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (6:37).

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater 
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand. I and the Father are one” (10:27–30).

BELIEF

“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but who-
ever does not believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God” (3:18).

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and 
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it 
in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed” (20:27–29).
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name (20:30–31).

COMFORT

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me” (14:1).

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid” (14:27).

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But 
take heart; I have overcome the world” (16:33).

ETER NAL LIFE

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life” (3:16).

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does 
not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
to life” (5:24).

“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who 
looks on the Son and believes in him should have eter-
nal life, and I will raise him up on the last day” (6:40).

“And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (17:3).
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HEAVEN

“In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, that where 
I am you may be also” (14:2–3).

HELP FOR LIVING

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you” (14:16–17).

“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advan-
tage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
And when he comes, he will convict the world concern-
ing sin and righteousness and judgment” (16:7–8).

JOY

“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be full” (15:11).

“So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, 
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your 
joy from you. . . . Ask, and you will receive, that your 
joy may be full” (16:22, 24).

JUDGMENT

“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but who-
ever does not believe is condemned already, because 
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he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God” (3:18).

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever 
does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God remains on him (3:36).

LIFE IN CHR IST

“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall 
not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 
thirst” (6:35).

“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out 
of his heart will flow rivers of living water’ ” (7:38).

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life” (8:12).

“I came that they may have life and have it abun-
dantly” (10:10).

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides 
in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing” (15:5).

LOVE

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another. By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” 
(13:34–35).

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments” 
(14:15).
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“Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, 
he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 
myself to him” (14:21).

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 
in my love” (15:9).

“This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends” 
(15:12–13).

OBEDIENCE

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments” 
(14:15).

“Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, 
he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 
myself to him” (14:21).

PR AYER

“Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me 
anything in my name, I will do it” (14:13–14).

“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you” (15:7).

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the 
Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now 
you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will 
receive, that your joy may be full” (16:23–24).
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R ESUR R ECTION

“An hour is coming when all who are in the tombs 
will hear his voice and come out, those who have done 
good to the resurrection of life, and those who have 
done evil to the resurrection of judgment” (5:28–29).

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?” (11:25–26).

SALVATION

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God 
(1:12).

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God” (3:3).

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him” (3:16–17).

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me” (14:6).

SERVANTHOOD

“If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For 
I have given you an example, that you also should 
do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to 
you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a 
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messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you 
know these things, blessed are you if you do them” 
(13:14–17).

TRUTH

“And you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free” (8:32).

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me” (14:6).

“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he 
will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 
glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare 
it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore 
I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you” (16:13–15).

WORSHIP

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must wor-
ship in spirit and truth” (4:24).
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