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NCE UPON A TIME there lived a man and a woman. 
They were the happiest people on the planet. True, they 
were the only people on the planet, but they were still 
terrifically happy. 

Their names were Adam and Eve, and God made them. He made them 
in his image, little mirrors to reflect God’s glory. And like everything else 
God made, he made them good.

 It was a wonderful time to be God’s children in God’s wonderful world.
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Unfortunately, things didn’t stay happy and wonderful for long.

On one very bad day, Adam ate from the only tree God had declared 
off-limits. Adam failed. It was a terrible day, the second-worst day in the 
history of the world.

A snake had tricked Adam and Eve and told them a lie about the fruit. He 
said they would be like God if they ate it. But actually, the opposite was 
true. When they ate the fruit, they found themselves far away from God. 
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They had disobeyed God’s word and believed the lie of that devilish 
Snake instead of the truth. Being near to God—and having him draw near 
to us—would not be easy any longer.



God was not happy with Adam and Eve. He wasn’t happy with the Snake 
either. God put a curse on the man and the woman and the Snake and 
everything else.

He kicked Adam and Eve out of the garden Paradise he had made for 
them. It wasn’t possible for a people who were so bad to live with a God 
who is so good. 

They had to go.
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But before they left, God made a promise. He promised that the evil 
Serpent, the Devil, would always be at war with Eve and her children. 

Now that doesn’t sound like a very nice promise—that bad guys and good 
guys would fight all the time. Who wants to be in a war that never ends? 
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But here’s where the good part of the promise comes in: God promised 
that one of Eve’s children would, someday, eventually, sooner or later, 
crush the head of that nasty Snake. 

Nobody knew when or how, but she would have a child to put things right.
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A NOTE TO PARENTS
The Bible is a big story made up of lots of smaller stories. Many children 
(and not a few adults) learn to see the Bible as nothing but a nice 
collection of all these smaller stories. Here a story about Abraham. 
There a story about Daniel. And in there somewhere are familiar stories 
about Christmas and Easter. Our kids can become acquainted with many 
Bible stories without ever grasping the Biggest Story that makes sense of 
all the others.

This book began as a Christmas sermon for my church. I wanted to 
tell the familiar advent story in a way that was fresh and faithful to the 
biblical text. I tried to deliver the message like I was reading a book—a 
book for children sitting by the fire on Christmas morning. Alas, I had 
no fireplace in the pulpit that Sunday and no children gathered at my 
feet! But I hoped someday to carry the story past the Christmas narrative 
and find a gifted illustrator who could make the sweet gospel story 
sparkle as it should.

Some of the imagery in The Biggest Story may be unfamiliar to children. 
Even parents and teachers may have to strain a bit to understand the 
allusions. Most of the book is a straightforward—and hopefully a playful 
and elegant—retelling of the biblical plotline with a good dose of the 
usual stories about Adam and Eve, Abraham, Moses, David, and of 
course, Jesus. But lurking in the background are a couple of big themes 
you don’t want to overlook.

First, I’ve tried to emphasize how Jesus is not only the Savior for our 
sins, but also the fulfillment of a long line of prophecies, patterns, and 
predictions. For example, in chapter 8, I note that Jesus embodies the 
three offices in ancient Israel: prophet, priest, and king. I also reference 
Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel’s worship. He is a new law, a new temple, 
and a new and final sacrifice for his people. Most significantly, I speak 
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of Jesus throughout the book as a new Adam. This is important New 
Testament imagery (Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15:45). Every human being 
belongs to either the first Adam or the second Adam. What Adam failed 
to do in sinning in Eden, Jesus Christ accomplished by his perfect life 
and sacrificial death.

Second, you’ll notice the theme of “garden” looms large. It’s not a 
coincidence that the biblical story starts in a garden (Genesis 1) and 
ends in a garden (Revelation 22). The Biggest Story is the story of rebels 
kicked out of their home and longing to return. The fundamental 
problem that the Bible answers is how a holy God can dwell in the midst 
of a sinful people. God kicked Adam and Eve out of the garden of Eden 
because his eyes were too pure to look upon human sin and corruption. It 
was for the same reason he sent the flood in Noah’s day and exiled Israel 
from the land of Canaan. And it’s for this reason God sent his Son to 
die on a cross. We need redemption. We need forgiveness. We need the 
Promised One to lead us to our promised home.

I pray that for some this book may become a treasured “member” of the 
family, a book that you and your children, or you and your students, keep 
coming back to time and time again. Not because the pictures on these 
pages are so striking (though they are), or because the story I’ve written 
is so special, but because the Bible’s biggest story—the story of our 
snake-crushing King and our destined-to-die Deliverer—is the best story 
that’s ever been told.
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