
“This book is a wonderful encouragement to those who love the doctrines of grace. The ten 
men described are African-Americans—but quite frankly, what their ethnicity is does not 
matter nearly as much as their common delight in Christ and his gospel. Their stories are 
sufficiently diverse that they cannot be reduced to a simplistic mold; they have enough 
similarity that together they bring us back to God’s sovereign goodness in the cross of 
his Son. Read this book and rejoice.”

D. A. Carson, Research Professor of New Testament,  
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

“Here we have readable, compelling personal histories that, at the same time, teach us 
more about God, Christ, and the Bible and give accounts of these men coming to Christ. I 
love reading people’s testimonies of conversion! What more do we want in a book? To be 
encouraged, instructed, and edified, read these stories.”

Mark Dever, Senior Pastor, Capitol Hill Baptist Church, Washington, DC

“A reading of Glory Road is a journey of sober rejoicing. The joy is in the taste of future 
glory where men and women from every tribe and language and people and nation will 
together worship the Lamb. We rejoice in the first fruits of that glory evident in the testimo-
nies of these gifted African-Americans now in Reformed churches. We also weep that their 
testimonies are so few due to these churches’ long blindness to gospel priorities despite their 
historic commitment to doctrinal orthodoxy. May Glory Road lead to a new dawn, greeted 
with tears but leading to songs of joy before the day is done.”

Bryan Chapell, President, Covenant Theological Seminary

“I’m very grateful for Anthony Carter’s passion for writing. I bought a case of his first book—
On Being Black and Reformed, to distribute at conferences and events. My plan is to do the 
same thing with Glory Road, an amazing collection of testimonies. The consistent message 
from all the contributors is the paucity of Reformed teaching in the black community. I share 
with Carl Ellis the vision of seeing an indigenous Reformed movement in the African-American 
community. Books like Glory Road will help to facilitate this movement.”

Wy Plummer, African-American Ministries Coordinator,  
Mission to North America, Presbyterian Church in America

“History is good for us all, but when you see it occurring right before your eyes, well that’s 
just about as good as it gets. To the chorus of ‘Dead White Men,’ we now add these voices 
of Living Color. Together we’ll all be singing praises to our sovereign God and all-sufficient 
Savior.”

Stephen J. Nichols, Research Professor of Christianity and Culture,  
Lancaster Bible College

“As a first-generation preacher of Reformed Theology in Antigua and Barbuda and the 
eastern Caribbean, I am confident and encouraged that these personal testimonies from our 
African-American brothers will work for a wider propagation of the message of the supremacy 
of God in all things throughout the global African Diaspora. The common themes of being 
disillusioned with the religious status quo, struggling with the inadequacy of man-centered 
views that were strongly defended for years, facing the loneliness and ostracism of taking a 
stand on an island of truth in a sea of pluralism, and the surprising discovery that the Lord 
had all along ‘reserved . . . seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image 
of Baal,’ are all compelling and refreshing in the narrative of each experience.”

Hensworth W. C. Jonas, Executive Director,  
East Caribbean Baptist Mission, St. John’s, Antigua & Barbuda

“Glory to God for the things he has done! I too join in the celebration of the lives of these 
wonderful men. Their journeys of faith speak to God’s redemption, power, providence, and 
sovereignty. As I read through this book, I reflected on my own life which includes spending 
twelve years as a Pentecostal pastor and then entering Covenant Seminary in 1992. I never 
gave Calvinism too much thought before then, but God had a marvelous plan for me. I really 
appreciate Reformed theology and the impact that it is having on the African American PCA 
congregation that I serve today. God bless you Brother Carter for your vision to create this 
precious book. Lord, send us more black leadership!”

Mike Higgins, Senior Pastor,  
Redemption Fellowship Presbyterian Church in America, Atlanta
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To R. C. Sproul.
When God inspired 1 Corinthians 15:58,  
we believe he had men like you in mind.
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Thus says the LORD: “Stand by the roads, and look,  
and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is;  

and walk in it, and find rest for your souls . . .” (Jer. 6:16).
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 about ordinary men who have been brought to 
believe and preach an extraordinary God who has wrought an 
extraordinary salvation in their lives. Without a doubt this has 
been the most encouraging and rewarding project I have had the 
privilege of working on. I consider the men in this volume to be 
friends, colleagues, and brothers-in-arms in the battle of ideas. 
Writing, reading, and editing this book has been a joy. 

When I first got the idea for this book, these were the first 
men that came to mind. All responded with enthusiasm and 
gratefulness. Indeed, the eager response I had anticipated was 
one of the reasons why I approached them. I knew they had 
hearts for biblical theology and its promotion among the people 
of God. I knew further that they had hearts for proclaiming 
Reformed theology where it has not been faithfully and fruit-
fully proclaimed, namely among African-Americans. I knew 
this because I have held hands with each of these brothers on 
various occasions and have had the distinct pleasure of hearing 
and learning of their hearts. Indeed it is from the heart that this 
book proceeds, and we pray that it is to your heart that this 
book would go. 
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Preface

After receiving the support of the authors of this volume, I 
needed to find a publisher that would be enthusiastic and unapol-
ogetic in its excitement for this project. It did not take long. At the 
top of our list was Crossway Books. It was the first to receive our 
proposal and the first to respond. The response was immediate 
and sincere; we could not have asked for more. Thus, I would 
like to give my grateful and enthusiastic thanks to Allan Fisher, 
Jill Carter, and Tara Davis, and all the good people at Crossway 
Books. Their commitment to publishing sound, biblical material 
is an encouragement to the entire body of Christ. 

We are aware that we stand in a line of faithful men who have 
affirmed and continue to affirm the glorious theology we gra-
ciously hold. While we have dedicated this book to R. C. Sproul 
because he has played such a key role in our development, we 
understand that he is not alone. There have been faithful contem-
porary African-American men who have long held to Reforma-
tion truth and have preached it for years. Men like Dr. Robert 
J. Cameron, Carl Ellis, Wy Plummer, and others have paved the 
way and continue to pave the way for another generation of 
Reformed-minded African-American thinkers and preachers. 
Though they were not included in this volume, their lives and 
ministries deserve books of their own. We are indebted to God 
for their labors and give God thanks for them. Furthermore, 
it is fitting that this book should be published in the year of 
John Calvin’s five hundredth birthday. As the church remem-
bers the undeniable impact of Calvin’s teaching and life, we are 
glad to consider ourselves the grateful beneficiaries of the Christ-
 centered, biblically-grounded theology he labored so diligently 
to teach and preach.

In this volume you will read of men who made mistakes and 
frequently assumed God’s will without careful consideration. 
Consequently, you will wonder what our wives were thinking, 
and how they managed to endure the ever-changing frustrations 
of our journeys. Time and space does not allow for a detailed 
account of the faithfulness of our wives (that is perhaps another 
book in itself). But for the record, we give thanks to God for his 
gifts of grace, our wives. God has used them to keep our fuels 
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Preface

mixed and the engines running on our journeys. It is because of 
them that we are in positions to soberly and joyfully recount our 
journeys into the truths we hold so dear. We thank God that he 
has worked in our wives’ lives so that they hold these truths to 
be dear as well. 

Finally, although the name of this book is Glory Road: The 
Journeys of 10 African-Americans into Reformed Christianity, 
neither the glory nor the road is ours. They belong to God and 
God alone. While he does not share his glory, he does invite all 
to share the road. We pray that when reading our stories, you 
will get a glimpse of God’s glory and would be moved to come 
and share the road. 

Anthony J. Carter
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 General Motors launched an ad cam-
paign for its line of Buick automobiles in an effort to dispel the 
notion that Buicks were more suited for senior citizens. The slo-
gan adopted for this campaign was “This Is Not Your Father’s 
Oldsmobile.” In many respects American Protestants are doing 
the same thing with historic Protestantism. It is as if we take 
great pride that this is not the Protestantism of Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, George Whitefield, Jonathan Edwards, and oth-
ers. This is not the Protestantism of the historic confessions and 
catechisms. In short, only a fraction of the millions of profess-
ing evangelical Christians in America would identify themselves 
as Reformed, reformational, intentionally Calvinistic, or by 
whatever label that could be attached to those who embrace the 
theology of our Protestant forefathers. This volume, however, is 
not just about contemporary Christians who are not ashamed 
to embrace reformational Christianity. The contributors to this 
volume are African-American churchmen who openly adhere to 
historic Protestantism and the doctrines of grace. If it is rare for 
an American Christian in general to hold such convictions today, 
it is twice as rare for an African-American Christian. For the 
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contributors to this present work, the doctrines they embrace 
and expound are truly “not their father’s doctrines.”

When one thinks of an African-American Christian, a number 
of things might come to mind: a Baptist (freewill, of course), a 
Methodist, a Pentecostal, a quasi-Pentecostal, or even perhaps an 
adherent to the Prosperity Gospel or the Social Gospel. What one 
does not routinely expect to encounter is an African-American 
Christian who consciously embraces the theology of Luther, Cal-
vin, and Edwards. These contributors don’t just enjoy reading 
these theologians of the past, and they do not simply glean their 
writings for good preaching material. No, they have plumbed 
the depths of systematic and biblical theology and have come out 
on the side of those who stand under the banner of Reformed 
or reformational theology. They have consciously rejected the 
anthropology of Pelagius, the soteriology of Wesley, the pneuma-
tology of Azusa Street, the methodology of Finney, and similar 
systems of religious thought and expression.

So what do we mean by Reformed theology or the doctrines 
of grace? It is almost impossible to do justice to this broad theo-
logical subject in just a few short paragraphs. But I will try.

The most common summation of Reformed theology is the 
five points of Calvinism, couched in the acrostic TULIP: T=Total 
depravity, U=Unconditional election, L=Limited atonement, 
I=Irresistible grace, and P=Perseverance of the saints. What per-
meates these five points is the sovereignty and glory of God in our 
salvation. It begins with man’s total depravity, a result of the fall, 
which renders him utterly incapable of responding to the gospel, 
and ends with God persevering with his people to the end in spite 
of endless temptations and failures that face them. At the end of 
the day all glory is directed to the sovereign God who saves. It is 
his plan of salvation that is efficacious. 

Reformed theology is also covenantal; God’s plan of salvation 
as revealed in Scripture is presented in a covenantal framework. 
Covenant is not superimposed on the Scripture as some may 
charge, but is interwoven throughout its narrative. Reformed 
theology unwraps the covenant language of Scripture, bringing 
to light important concepts and terms such as covenant of works, 
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covenant of grace, covenant mediator, federal head, and signs 
and seals.

Finally, Reformed theology is christocentric. All of God’s sav-
ing works are accomplished in and by his only begotten Son. 
Jesus did not just die for our sins; in his life he performed the 
righteousness that God requires of us. Christ is the theme of 
all of Scripture. He is the prophet that proclaims the Word of 
God to his people for salvation (gospel) and to the world for 
judgment (law). All prophets that came before Christ prefigured 
and pointed to his unique prophetic office. And every faithful 
preacher since his coming declares his Word and stands in his 
authority. 

Christ is our High Priest who has offered the one acceptable 
sacrifice for human sin. All other priests and their sacrifices point-
ed to Christ, and it is the promise of his coming that gave them 
significance, but Christ is the substance. Christ is our King who 
conquers our enemies, provides for our needs, and governs us 
through his Word. Reformed theology stresses union with Christ 
because in him are all the riches of God’s grace. Without union 
with him we are still in our sins and under the condemnation of 
a just and holy God. Reformed theology is offensive to other doc-
trinal systems because it lays the ax to the root of human works 
and ability as the means of being justified before God.

The question this volume seeks to answer is, how? How did 
these men come to their theological and doctrinal understand-
ing and conviction? But as the question of “how?” is addressed, 
the greater question arises—why? Why have these men chosen 
to part ways with the religious traditions and system that served 
as a catalyst for the Civil Rights Movement? On the surface it 
would appear that these African-American churchmen have sided 
with a system of religion that provided theological support for 
the oppression of our forefathers, and that they stand in opposi-
tion to traditional African-American Christianity that has been 
hailed as the impetus for our liberation. Of course, that view is 
shortsighted, superficial, and simplistic to say the least. But it still 
leads to the question of, why? The answer that permeates each 
chapter is the conviction from the Word of God. These men have 
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reached a point in their Christian walks where they are convinced 
that Christianity as articulated by the Protestant Reformation 
is the Christianity of the Bible. Though surrounded by incon-
sistent application and gross misrepresentation of the doctrines 
of grace, these writers have chosen to stand in the rich biblical 
and systematic theology of men with whom there are significant 
differences and disagreements on very important social and ethi-
cal issues. In some cases taking that stand has caused others to 
label them “pariah” or “sell-out” along with other derogatory 
and denigrating remarks. But nonetheless they remain undaunted 
in their conviction that the gospel is properly understood only 
through the doctrines of grace. This has emboldened them to take 
the road less traveled, so to speak. 

This bold stance has led some of them to step outside the 
bounds of denominations traditionally associated with African-
American Christians and join historically Reformed denomina-
tions such as the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Some 
have remained within their denominations, but have committed 
to a different message and a different vision of the church from 
what they previously held. Still others have decided not to be 
denominationally affiliated and seek to pave new avenues for 
Reformed theology among African-American Christians. 

Having considered the unique challenges inherent in bringing 
reformational theology to the context of the African-American 
church, I must hasten to add that this book is not just “a black 
thing” with no relevance or bearing outside the black church. 
As I stated before, the doctrines of grace are noticeably absent 
in most American evangelical churches. Therefore the essays in 
this volume can be helpful for any Christian or preacher who 
has recognized that something is drastically missing in Ameri-
can evangelicalism. It is my prayer that in reading this volume, 
those who have taken on the challenge of “reforming” a church 
will be greatly encouraged and assisted in their work. And may 
others be challenged to discover the more excellent foundation 
of the doctrines of grace and join us on the journey along the 
glory road.
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