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“! e Crossway ESV Bible Atlas o$ ers students of the Bible a 

comprehensive collection of highly accurate, aesthetically appealing 

resources that present geographical and historical information in a way 

that is easy to use and that will not overwhelm the reader with technical 

detail at unnecessary places. Incorporating and expanding upon the 

maps and other resources originally developed for the ESV Study Bible, 

the Crossway ESV Bible Atlas utilizes maps, narrative description, 

photographs, comprehensive indexes, and 3% recreations of biblical 

objects and sites to help the reader gain a clearer understanding of the 

world of the Bible and the meaning of Scripture. . . . We pray that this 

resource helps readers expand their understanding of the world of the 

Bible and thereby helps them grow in their understanding of God’s Word.”
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in the Negeb, and from there David campaigned 
against the Amalekites and other desert groups 
who lived in the southern Negeb (#$Sam. %&:#–
'). A(er defeating the prophets of Baal on Mount 
Carmel the prophet Elijah )ed to Beersheba, away 
from the wrath of Jezebel (#$Kings #*:#–+). From 
there he went to Horeb, the mountain of God, in 
the Sinai desert (v. ').

!"#$%&' %() *'+'&%&#,( ,- 
.%"'/&#('

,e land of the Bible is truly a land 
of contrasts, and this is doubly con-
-rmed by a study of its climate and 
vegetation. Both of these factors dem-
onstrate just how dramatic the con-
trasts of this region can be.

Climate
Climate may be de-ned as prevailing 
conditions of temperature, precipita-
tion, and air pressure in a given area 
(see maps .-+ and .-/, pp. %'–+#). 
Palestine is a region of climatic tran-
sition consisting of four prominent 
weather zones.

#. Mediterranean (wet zone). 
,is region includes the coast-
land and highland areas stretching 
from Judea to the northern parts of 
Palestine. Characterized as a sub-
tropical wet zone, it averages about 
#/ inches (+0 cm) of precipitation 
per year. Because of its relatively 
high rainfall, it is an area of many 
forests, with the principal trees be-
ing terebinth and evergreen oak. 
Most regions of Palestine fall into the 
Mediterranean climatic zone.

%. Irano-Turonian (dry-steppe 
[plateau]). Included in this zone are 
the Negeb areas of Palestine, especially 
around Beersheba. ,is region has less 
rainfall than the Mediterranean zone, 
averaging 1 to #% inches (#0–+. cm) 
yearly. Lower vegetation forms survive 
in this area. Historically it has been 

occasional oasis in the Negeb, such as at Kadesh-
barnea where the Israelites spent part of their /. 
years of wilderness wandering.

,e patriarchs spent much of their lives in the 
Negeb. Abraham made a covenant with Abimelech 
at Beersheba (Gen. %#:+%). Isaac lived in the 
Negeb most of his life (%/:1%). From the Negeb 
Moses sent spies to survey the Land of Promise 
(Num. #%:#1–#+:+). David )ed from Saul into the 
Negeb and was given sanctuary by the Philistines. 
Achish, king of Gath, gave David the city of Ziklag 

0-5. Average Annual 
Rainfall in Palestine
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of the mountainous regions make cultivation virtu-
ally impossible. Water rushes down the mountain-
sides, eroding the soil. As a consequence, the soil 
cover of the highlands is extremely shallow. In addi-
tion, a particularly rocky soil characterizes the area. 
#ese factors made the highlands a di$cult region 
for agriculture in ancient times.

However, the Hebrews established favor-
able, continuous, and extensive agricultural con-
ditions on the sloping areas by terracing the land. 
Terracing is a man-made system by which slopes 
of hills are transformed into a series of %at, hori-
zontal surfaces (see photo &-'(). Terracing has 
three functions: to prevent erosion, to increase 
the accumulation of water and soil, and to remove 
rocks from the soil by using them for terrace walls. 
In this way, the Israelites could utilize land that 
previously was of limited agricultural value. Both 
deciduous fruit crops and cereals thrived on these 
sloping areas.

0-11. The Gezer Calendar 

is a limestone tablet containing 
a school text of an agricultural 
calendar written in Hebrew (10th 
century!B.C.).

0-12. First used in the Iron Age, terracing is an agricultural technique used to transform continuous slopes into a series of level surfaces. Fruits and grains are grown on terraces.
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Ziggurats 
Ziggurats are monumental temple-towers found throughout the area of ancient Mesopotamia. They were 
commonly built of sun-dried mud and straw bricks held in position with bitumen as mortar. Stairways  
ascended to the top of these structures, where a small temple/shrine sat on the summit. The illustration 
below depicts the Great Ziggurat of Nanna at Ur, which was constructed during the reign of Ur-nammu  
(c. 2113–2095!B.C.). Its area covered 150 ! 200 feet (46 ! 61 m), and its height was 80 feet (24 m). It is 
commonly believed that this type of structure was being built in the Tower of Babel episode (Gen. 11:1–9). 
The text indicates that the builders of Babel had discovered the process of making mud bricks and that they 
employed “bitumen for mortar” (v. 3). On the basis of that invention, the builders decided “to build . . . a tower 
with its top in the heavens” (v. 4).

Mari, and perhaps Ebla and Byblos. Many more 
con"icts took place during the reigns of the #nal 
three kings of the dynasty, Amar-sin, Shu-sin, and 
Ibbi-sin. $e Elamites carried the last named king 
into exile and completely destroyed the city of Ur. 
$us, the united kingdom of Sumer and Akkad 
that had been centered at Ur was #nished.

!e Amorites ("#$%–"&%%'(.).)
A%er the collapse of the $ird Dynasty of Ur, the 
reappearance of city-states in Mesopotamia took 
place under the leadership of the Elamites and, 
principally, the Amorites. $e Amorites were 
Semites who penetrated the land from the Syro-
Arabian desert west of Mesopotamia. $ey #rst en-
trenched themselves in the city of Mari, and then 

they captured the area of Isin. From there they sub-
dued all of southern Mesopotamia as far as the city 
of Ur. Other Amorites established a principality 
at Larsa, which became a rival to the city of Isin. 
Amorites thus dominated most of Mesopotamia 
for &'( years.

At the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
tury)*.+., it appeared as if the Elamites were on the 
verge of conquering Mesopotamia and driving out 
the Amorites. Early in the century, they captured 
Larsa. From that strategic city, under the rule of 
Rimsin, they began to topple neighboring cities, 
such as Uruk and Isin. But just as a #nal uni#ca-
tion of Mesopotamia was within Rimsin’s grasp, it 
was snatched from his hands by Hammurabi, an 
Amorite from Babylon.
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The City of Ur
The ancient city of Ur lies 186 miles (300 km) southeast of 

modern Baghdad on a bend of the original course of 
the Euphrates River. Major excavations took place at 

the site in 1922–1934 under the direction of Sir 
Leonard Woolley. Ur became an important city 

in Mesopotamia near the end of the third 
millennium!B.C. The governor of Ur, a man 

named Ur-Nammu (c. 2113–2095!B.C.), 
brought the city to great prominence. 

He took the titles “King of Ur, King of 
Sumer and Akkad.” Thus was founded 
the Third Dynasty of Ur (2050–
1950!B.C.). This period was one of 
great peace and prosperity, the high 
point of the city’s existence. This 
diagram of the city represents the 
Third Dynasty of Ur, and it includes 
a central palace and a temple com-
plex. The latter has as its center the 

Ziggurat of Ur-Nammu that is dedi-
cated to the moon god Nanna. Ur was 

the birthplace of the Hebrew patriarch 
Abraham (Gen. 11:27–32), and the 

plan shown here represents the city as he 
would have known it.

2-3. The site of Beersheba, where Abraham dug a well 
and swore an oath with Abimelech (Gen. 21:22–34).

Execration Texts and in the Khu-Sebek Inscription 
(both from the nineteenth century#$.%.).

Abraham did not settle in Shechem but trav-
eled southward in the hill country to an area 
near Bethel (Gen. &':(–)). Bethel sat at a major 
crossroads of north-south and east-west passages 
through the central highlands of Canaan. It was 
a * ourishing Canaanite city during the Middle 
Bronze#++ period, and was defended by a massive 
outer wall, measuring && feet (,.-#m) thick, and four 
well-forti. ed gate complexes. A large Canaanite 
sanctuary has been discovered just inside the city 
wall. Abraham did not camp in Bethel but stayed 
outside the city. From Bethel he headed south to 
the Negeb (“dry land”), the dry steppe region of 
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market price for a male between # and $% years 
old at the time. Twenty shekels was also the value 
of a slave in the Code of Hammurabi (Laws &&', 
$&(, $#$). )e Asiatic traders took Joseph to Egypt 
and sold him to Potiphar, an o*cer of Pharaoh 
(Gen. +,:+'; see map $-'). )ere was a signi--
cant substratum of foreign slaves in Egypt during 
the Middle Kingdom. Many came as booty from 
war, but there was also a huge slave trade. So many 
of them came from Asia that the generic Egyptian 
word for “Asiatic” became synonymous with the 
word “slave.”

A.er having been promoted quickly to over-
seer of Potiphar’s household, Joseph was unjustly 
accused of molesting Potiphar’s wife and was 
placed in prison. Imprisonment was a punishment 
unknown in the law codes of the ancient Near 
East, including biblical legislation. However, it is 
well attested in Egyptian documents, and thus the 
story rightly re/ects the culture of ancient Egypt. 
Egyptian literature also includes the account of a 
false accusation of adultery, called “)e Story of 
Two Brothers.” One brother accuses the other of 
forcing a sexual relationship on his wife. )e wife 
really was the deceitful one, but she blames her 
brother-in-law. )e ending is di0erent from the 
story of Joseph: the husband kills both his brother 
and his wife, the latter having been found out.

A.er a long term of imprisonment, Joseph 
was released and rose to a prominent position in 
Egypt. )e means of his elevation was God’s be-
stowing upon him the divine gi. of dream inter-
pretation. He was able to interpret the dreams of 
Pharaoh, and he predicted a coming time of fam-
ine, for which the Egyptians were therefore able to 
prepare. At least as early as the Middle Kingdom 
the Egyptians believed that dreams were a means 
used by the gods to reveal the future to humans. In 
fact, the Egyptians collected written dream omens. 
)e structure and content of these dream omens 
are quite similar to the dream accounts in the 
story of Joseph. It is tempting to think that Joseph 
was really defeating the Egyptians on their own 
ground. Because he predicted the famine, Joseph 
rose to the position of vizier or prime minister of 
Egypt, that is, one who was second only to Pharaoh 
in power. )e duties of the position of vizier in 

Egypt are described in a document from the Tomb 
of Rekhmire from the Eighteenth Dynasty (&##%–
&+%,12.3.). )e vizier was the “grand steward of all 
Egypt,” and all the activities of state were under his 
control. Rekhmire was vizier under )utmosis1444, 
and he served as overseer of the treasury, chief jus-
tice, chief of police, minister of war, secretary of 
the interior and agriculture, and other positions. 
Essentially, he ran the state. It is noteworthy that 
during Dynasty )irteen (&,5+–&'(%1 2.3.) in 
Egypt, viziers appear to have had the real power 
in the land. 

Famine was a common occurrence in Egypt 
in antiquity. It normally occurred when low lev-
els of the Nile reduced the area of cultivation and 
limited agricultural productivity. )e phenome-
non of a seven-year famine cycle was also known 
from Egypt and other ancient Near Eastern locales. 
Examples of local o*cials distributing famine relief 
are found in the literature of ancient Egypt, such as 
the tomb biography of Ankhtyfy. 

)e famine reported in Genesis (&–($ struck 
not only Egypt. Its severity in the land of Canaan 
was the reason that Joseph’s family traveled to 
Egypt; according to Genesis (&:#,, people from all 
the known lands of the Near East were traveling to 

2-6. Joseph and His Brothers, 
c. 1800 B.C. (Genesis 37:1–36) 
Jacob sent Joseph from Hebron 
northward to Shechem to find 
his brothers, who had been 
pasturing their father’s flock. 
When Joseph arrived, he learned 
that his brothers had gone on 
to Dothan, so he went there 
and found them. His brothers 
threw him into a pit and later 
sold him to some Ishmaelite 
spice traders on their way from 
Gilead to Egypt. The traders 
took Joseph to Egypt and sold 
him to Potiphar, the captain of 
Pharaoh’s guard.

THE WORLD OF THE PATRIARCHS
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3-2. The Exodus from Egypt, c. 1446 B.C. or c.1260 B.C. (Exodus 1–20) Though the Israelites’ miraculous deliverance from Egypt and 
journey to Mount Sinai are arguably the most defining events in the history of Israel, the details surrounding them are also some of the 
most hotly debated among biblical scholars. Most scholars, however, continue to favor some variation of the traditional route, which has 
the Israelites traveling generally south along the Red Sea until they reach Mount Sinai, typically located at Jebel Musa.

THE SOJOURN IN EGYPT AND THE EXODUS
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reconstruction would hold to Mount Sinai being at 
one of the following places: Ras Safsaf, Jebel Serbal, 
Jebel Katarina, or Jebel Musa. All of these are tradi-
tional sites. Jebel Musa (“Mountain of Moses”) ap-
pears to have the majority of Christian tradition in 
support of being Mount Sinai (see photo "-#; and 
"$ map "-A). Remains here can be traced back to 
the beginning of the Byzantine period. However, 
the reality is that we simply do not know the loca-
tion of Mount Sinai.

!"# $%&# '( &"# )*'+,-  
(.'/ )012&
Determination of the date of the exodus of the 
Hebrews from Egypt is a complex and thorny 
problem. Biblical historians normally place the 
exodus in one of two periods: the late date, in 
the %rst half of the thirteenth century&'.(.; or the 
early date, in the second half of the %)eenth cen-
tury&'.(. We will consider these two dates in turn.

time, would have known this route, possibly in a 
%rsthand way. A clash between the Hebrews and 
Egyptians was not inevitable on this route. It was a 
seasonal road: the Egyptians used it primarily dur-
ing the months of January through March, while 
the Israelites would not have traversed the territory 
until sometime a)er April.

A place named Dophkah is mentioned in 
Numbers "":*+–*". Some historians have under-
stood the name to mean “smelter,” and have identi-
%ed it with the Egyptian mining center at Serabit 
el-Khadem. ,is latter mining site lies to the east of 
the Red Sea far along the proposed southern route 
of the exodus from Egypt. 

At Mount Sinai Moses received the Ten 
Commandments (Exodus *-–+.), and Israel as a na-
tion con%rmed its covenant with the Lord (Exodus 
+#). Numerous suggestions have been made re-
garding the location of the Hebrew encampment 
at Mount Sinai. Advocates of the southern route 

3-4. A traditional site of Mount 
Sinai. In the foreground is Saint 

Catherine’s Monastery.
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The Tabernacle Tent
The entire tent was 45 feet (13.7 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15 feet (4.6 m) high. It was a wooden 
skeletal structure, overlaid with gold, with no solid roof or front wall (Ex. 26:15–29). Five wooden bars (over-
laid with gold) passed through rings attached to each frame (Ex. 26:26–30).

The Most Holy Place was a 15-foot (4.6-m) cube, containing 
only the ark of the covenant (Ex. 25:10–22; 37:1–9). It was 
here that Yahweh would descend to meet with his people 
in a cloud theophany (divine appearance). The high priest 
could enter only once a year, on the Day of Atonement.could enter only once a year, on the Day of Atonement.

The veil that formed the entrance to the 
tabernacle was similar to the veil separating the 
Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, except 
that cherubim were not embroidered on it. It was 
suspended on fi ve golden pillars (Ex. 26:36–37).

The golden lampstand 
(Ex. 25:31–40; 37:17–24)

The altar of incense 
(Ex. 30:1–10; 37:25–29)

The screen separating the Most Holy Place 
from the Holy Place was made from blue, 
purple, and scarlet dyed yarns woven with fi ne 
twined linen and embroidered with cherubim 
(Ex. 26:31–33). It hung on four golden pillars.

The Holy Place of the tabernacle tent 
was 30 feet (9.1 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 
m) wide, and 15 feet (4.6 m) high. 

The table for the bread of the 
Presence (Ex. 25:23–30)

The framed structure was 
covered by four layers of 
cloth and skin (Ex. 26:1–14).
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and wanted to rid his land of them. His #rst step 
was to summon and engage the prophet Balaam to 
curse Israel and thereby weaken them. Balaam was 
apparently a well-known seer; his name was found 
on an extrabiblical text from Tell Deir ‘Alla, near 
the Jordan River. $e text begins, “Inscription of 
Balaam, the son of Beor, the man who was a seer 
of the gods.” Balaam was residing at Pethor, on 
one of the tributaries of the Euphrates River. In re-
sponse to Balak’s requests, Balaam traveled to Ar, 
next to the Arnon River that served as the north-
ern border of Moab at that time (see map %-&). 
$ere Balak went to meet the prophet. $e next 
day, Balak took Balaam to Bamoth-baal, and from 
there Balaam caught his #rst view of the people of 
Israel (Num. '':%(–'):'). Instead of cursing Israel 
from Bamoth-baal, Balaam blessed them. $e 
Moabite king then took the prophet to the top of 
Pisgah; perhaps this new perspective would give 
Balaam a new message, one that was a curse! $e 
result was the same, however, as the prophet again 
blessed Israel ('):(*–'%). Finally, Balak took the 
prophet to the top of Peor to curse Israel. Again he 
blessed the people instead. At the close of the story, 
Balaam returned to his homeland, but not before 
blessing Israel a fourth time ('%:(%–'+)!

It was in the Plains of Moab that Moses deliv-
ered his #nal speeches to the children of Israel. $e 
substance of these addresses is found in the book 

by Mount Hermon on the north and the Yarmuk 
River on the south. It was a land noted for its fertil-
ity (Ezek. ),:(-). Og responded by meeting Israel 
in battle at Edrei, which was located next to the 
Yarmuk River, and thus Og was meeting Israel in 
battle right at the very edge of his territory. Israel 
was again victorious, taking possession of Bashan.

Events in the Plains of Moab
Israel #nally arrived in the plains of Moab directly 
across from Jericho in the Land of Promise. $e 
king of Moab, Balak, was afraid of the Hebrews 

4-6. Balaam Blesses 
Israel. (Numbers 23–24) 

Concerned that the vast number 
of Israelites would overwhelm 
his land, King Balak of Moab 

summoned Balaam to come and 
curse them. Balaam traveled 

from the region of the Euphrates 
River, and Balak went out to 

meet him at a city on the Arnon 
River at the border of his land. 
Balak took Balaam to Bamoth-

baal, Pisgah, and Peor to curse 
the Israelites, but each time 

Balaam blessed them instead.

4-A. View of Canaan from 
Mount Nebo. Because Moses 

failed to uphold the Lord as holy 
before the Israelites at Meribah-

kadesh, he was not allowed to 
enter the Promised Land along 
with the other people. Instead, 

the Lord instructed him to go to 
the top of Mount Nebo and view 

the land (as seen here). After 
Moses did so, he died there, 

and the Lord buried him (Num. 
20:9–13; 27:12–14; Deut. 

32:48–52; 34:1–6).
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4-21. The Migration of the 
Sea Peoples, c. 1175 B.C. The 
tumultuous time of the judges 
overlapped with an even more 
widespread change in the 
political powers of the ancient 
Near East. This transition 
occurred as various groups of 
people from the general area of 
Greece and the Aegean islands, 
termed “Sea Peoples” by the 
Egyptians, left their famine-
stricken homelands by sea and 
land in search of new lands 
to conquer and inhabit. They 
attacked and overran numerous 
cities and nations in the Near 
East, including the Hittites, 
Arzawa, Elishah (Cyprus), and 
Kode, and resettled them with 
their own people. A few cities 
survived the onslaught, such as 
Carchemish, Sidon, and Byblos, 
and Pharaoh Rameses III was 
able to repel them from Egypt. A 
few groups settled in the territory 
of the Amurru (Amorites) and in 
Canaan, including the Philistines 
along the southwest coast.

The Migration of the 
Sea Peoples
The period of the judges was a time of cultural and polit-
ical unrest throughout the eastern Mediterranean basin. 
There was a broad process of migration and settlement 
in the region during the late thirteenth century!B.C. (see 
map 4-21). Pharaoh Merneptah (1224–1214! B.C.) 
fought against five of these migratory groups, which 
were called “foreigners from the sea” in a contempo-
rary Egyptian text. These “Sea Peoples” were known as 
early as the fourteenth century B.C., and some of them 
served as mercenaries in the Egyptian army during the 
reign of Rameses II (1290–1224!B.C.). An inscription 
from the time of Rameses III (1194–1163) at Medinet 
Habu (Thebes) describes the invasions of the Sea 
Peoples throughout the eastern Mediterranean: they in-
vaded the land of the Hittites, Cilicia, Arzawa, Cyprus, 
and Amurru. This text also relates that Rameses III met 
the Sea Peoples in battle, was victorious, and thus re-
pulsed them from capturing and settling in Egypt. The 
Medinet Habu inscription lists seven groups of for-
eign invaders, including the Philistines. The repulsion 
of these groups by the Egyptian army forced the Sea 
Peoples to migrate elsewhere; it was at this time that 
the Philistines colonized the southwest coastal plain of 

the land of Canaan. It is not precisely certain where the 
Sea Peoples originated, although it appears that they 
came from the Aegean and Anatolian regions.

The material culture of the Philistines, when they 
first settled on the coastal plain of Canaan, was quite 
distinctive. In contrast to the indigenous populations, 
it reflected a strongly Aegean influence. For example, 
the earliest Philistine pottery was mainly influenced 
by Mycenaean ceramic, with its shapes and decora-
tion strikingly similar to the ceramic at Mycenae. Most 
of the stylized motifs on the pottery, such as bird rep-
resentations, are essentially Mycenaean in origin. In 
addition, although only a few inscriptions have been 
found in Philistine contexts, the linear script appears to 
be directly dependent on Aegean writing. Temple archi-
tecture in Philistia was perhaps influenced by Aegean 
temple forms; objects found within cultic contexts were 
decidedly of Mycenaean tradition. Statuettes that de-
pict goddesses seated on chairs were a common motif 
in Mycenaean culture: two of these were found at the 
Philistine pentapolis city of Ashdod. As time went on, 
the Philistine material culture began to assimilate to that 
of the indigenous populations, but it was a long and 
slow process. The pottery types, architecture, fortifica-
tions, and so forth began to become indistinguishable 
from that of Canaanite culture.

THE WILDERNESS JOURNEYS, CONQUEST, AND SETTLEMENT
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Israel for kingship. !e entire period was a pic-
ture of life in Israel without a king: “In those days 
there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes” ( Judg. "#:"$). Due to 
a lack of central authority, the Israelite tribes were 
fairly independent and were vulnerable to enemy 
attack. Inter-tribal rivalry and con%ict were also a 
common occurrence. Because of this fragmenta-
tion, the elders of Israel approached the last judge, 
Samuel, at Ramah and demanded that a king be 
appointed over them. !ere was nothing intrinsi-
cally wrong with the elders’ request for a king (see 
Deut. #&:#'–"(). !e problem was in the motives 
and attitudes of the elders, not in the fact of the 
request. !e elders were moved by a sense of inse-
curity, and so they wanted a king who would lead 
Israel militarily. !ey wanted a king “like all the na-
tions” (#)Sam. *:#+–"(). Although Samuel was re-
luctant, the Lord instructed him to choose a king 
for the people. 

!e First Book of Samuel deals with the ac-
cession of Saul to the throne of Israel, his rejec-
tion in favor of David, and his death at the hands 
of the Philistines. !e Second Book of Samuel re-
cords the kingship of David. A deliberate contrast 
is drawn between the two kingships in these two 

books. !e lives of these ,rst two kings of Israel 
ran parallel. Both had early successes, and these 
were followed by grievous sins. How the two kings 
dealt with their sins and punishments was, how-
ever, very di-erent.

!"# $%&'("%) *+ ,-./
Saul’s Accession and Early Successes
Samuel anointed Saul as the ,rst king of Israel, 
proclaimed him king at Mizpah, and renewed his 
kingship at Gilgal (#) Sam. ##:#"–#$). It was not 
coincidental that Saul’s kingship was ,nalized at 
Gilgal, since it was the ,rst Israelite encampment 
in the land of Canaan a.er the crossing of the 
Jordan River under Joshua. !e people had crossed 
the Jordan as one people, a people in covenant 
with the Lord. Consolidation marked Saul’s king-
ship, namely, uniting the tribes under his rule. One 
of his means of uni,cation was to centralize the 
various tribal military forces into a national army 
that he could muster in times of need.

War dominated Saul’s kingship, and he was 
quite successful in battle in his early years. First 
Samuel #':'&–'* summarizes Saul’s early military 
ventures: “When Saul had taken the kingship over 
Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every 
side, against Moab, against the Ammonites, against 

!"#$%&' ( 
THE UNITED MONARCHY
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$rough the prophet Nathan, God had made 
a covenant with David early in his reign (%&Sam. 
':(–('). Part of the promise that the Lord had 
made to him was “that the L)*+ will make you 
a house. When your days are ful,lled and you lie 
down with your fathers, I will raise up your o--
spring a.er you, who shall come from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a 
house for my name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever” (vv. ((–(/). $at promise 
would be kept through the birth of a son to David 
and Bathsheba, namely, Solomon. $e Lord gave 
the child the name Jedidiah, which means “beloved 
of the Lord” (cf. (%:%0–%1).
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Upon the death of David, Solomon inherited a 
strong realm. He made it yet stronger. Solomon 
added territory to the kingdom to the north, 
namely, Hamath, but his primary aim was to 
centralize the government and make it strong. 
In contrast to David, Solomon gave prece-
dence to internal affairs over external affairs. 

5-13. David’s Census, 
c. 975 B.C. (2 Samuel 24:1–17; 

1 Chronicles 21:1–7) David 
ordered his commander Joab to 

take a census of all the people in 
the regions in which he exercised 
direct control. The reason for this 

census was probably to assess 
David’s military capacity (see 
2 Sam. 24:9; 1 Chron. 21:5). 
Joab’s men left Jerusalem and 
began the census at Aroer, on 

the edge of the Arnon River. 
They progressed to Jazer near 

Rabbah, to Gilead, and on 
to Dan. After turning toward 

Sidon and the fortress of Tyre, 
they headed to Beersheba in 
the Negeb of Judah and then 

returned to Jerusalem.

5-3. The Tel Dan Inscription 
from the ninth–eighth 
centuries B.C., which mentions 
“the house of David.” This 
appears in the ninth line down 
(out of 13 lines), reading from 
right to left: “K • BYTDWD • NA.”

The Tel Dan Inscription
In 1993, excavators at Tel Dan uncovered an inscrip-
tion with the word BYTDWD on it (see photo 5-3). 
They convincingly argued that the word means “house 
of David,” and that it dates to the ninth century!B.C. 
The inscription had been sealed off by a later Assyrian 
destruction layer that is firmly dated to 733/722!B.C. 
An ash layer is an archaeologist’s dream. Anything 
sealed beneath it must be dated earlier because there 
is no possibility of intrusion. Pottery directly beneath 
the destruction level dates to the ninth–eighth cen-
turies!B.C., and from this period the so-called House 
of David inscription must have come. Although some 
scholars have attempted to explain away the inscrip-
tion by asserting that bytdwd is either a place-name 
or the designation for the temple of a deity, it probably 
refers to what it claims to refer to: the house or lin-
eage of David, the second king of the united monarchy 
and arguably the most significant ruler in the history of 
Israel. Additional evidence is the likely appearance of 
the term bytdwd on the Mesha Stele/Moabite Stone, 
which also dates to the ninth century!B.C.
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($%$–$&'( ).*.), there was war between Assyria 
and Babylon, consisting of a series of attacks and 
counterattacks over forti+ed cities held by Assyria 
near Babylon. At the close of $&'( ).*., another 
power, the Medes, suddenly invaded Assyria and 
captured the city of Arrapha. A treaty was made 
between the Babylonians and the Medes, which 
doomed Assyria. In $&%, a +nal assault was made 
against Nineveh by the combined forces of the 
Babylonians and the Medes. ,e city was captured, 
and, according to records of the time, the intruders 

carried o- the spoil of the city and le. 
Nineveh in “heaps of debris.”

Remnants of the Assyrian army 
/ed to the area of Haran in north-
west Mesopotamia. Ashur-ubalit( 00 
assumed the kingship in Haran, and 
with the help of the Egyptians was 
able to hold out for a few years. But in 
$&1().*., Haran fell to the Babylonians 
and Medes, and what was le. of the 
Assyrian forces /ed to northern Syria. 
In the next year the Assyrians at-
tempted to recover Haran, and the 
Egyptian army came to their aid as 
Pharaoh Neco( 00 moved his forces 
across Palestine (see map 2-%). Josiah, 
king of Judah, opposed the Egyptian 
advance at the city of Megiddo (see 
34 map 2-A). Josiah was killed in the 
battle, brought back to Jerusalem, and 
buried in the royal tombs (%( Kings 
%5:%6–51). ,e recovery of Haran by 
the Assyro-Egyptian coalition was a 
failure. For all intents and purposes, 
Assyria ceased to be a power and a 
threat in the ancient Near East.

For the next few years, Pharaoh 
Neco(00 exercised sovereignty over the 
land of Judah. It was Neco who placed 
Jehoiakim on the throne of Judah in 
place of his father Josiah. Judah was a 
mere vassal of Egypt, and gave tribute 
to that country. ,e end was near for 
Egypt, however, as Nebuchadnezzar, 
crown prince of Babylon, was given the 
task of dislodging the Egyptians from 
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A.er the death of Ashurbanipal( 00 in $%7( ).*., 
the Assyrian empire soon fell apart (see map 2-&). 
Severe civil strife in the land forced Ashurbanipal’s 
successors to quell one revolt a.er another. 
Meanwhile, outside of Assyria proper the politi-
cal situation was rapidly deteriorating. ,e great-
est threat to Assyrian hegemony was the rise of the 
Babylonians under Nabopolassar, who seized the 
throne in Babylon in $%$. For the next && years 

8-1. The Decline of the 
Assyrian Empire, 660–

614 B.C. (2 Kings 23:29–30; 
2 Chronicles 35:20–24) 

Assyria reached the height of 
its power around 664!B.C. and 

then entered into a long period 
of decline. Egypt, Judah, and 

Babylonia (with the help of the 
Medes) regained autonomy and 

eroded the power of Assyria. 
Assyria’s capital city of Nineveh 

fell in 612!B.C., with the rest of 
the empire collapsing by 609.

8-2. Josiah’s Reforms and His 
Battle with Neco, 628–609 B.C. 

(2 Kings 22:1–23:30; 
2 Chronicles 34–35) Early in 
his reign King Josiah of Judah 

launched a massive effort 
to abolish pagan worship 
throughout Judah and the 

conquered land of Israel and 
to refurbish the temple of the 

LORD in Jerusalem. At the same 
time, the waning power of the 
Assyrians allowed him to add 
much of the Israelite territory 

to his kingdom. Josiah met his 
demise at Megiddo, however, 

as he sought to prevent 
Pharaoh Neco II of Egypt from 
reaching Carchemish to assist 
the Assyrians, who were being 

attacked by forces from the 
rising Babylonian Empire.
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The Temple of Ezekiel’s Vision 
Ezekiel’s fi nal vision of an ideal temple (and city, and land; Ezekiel 40–48) forms a counterpart to the vision 
of chapters 8–11. In each case he is taken on a tour of the structure, but whereas in the earlier vision he dis-
covers abominations and perverted worship, in this fi nal vision all is in readiness for the perpetual dwelling of 
the glory of the God of Israel. In chapters 8–10 most of the movement centers on the gate structures to the 
north and fi nally focuses on the main sacrifi cial altar, from which central point the slaughtering angels begin 
their work (9:6b). In this fi nal vision Ezekiel’s tour begins and ends at the East Gate, but passes by the same 
areas as those he saw in the earlier vision. With the “tour” completed, he is again outside the main East Gate 
as he senses the approach of the glory of God returning the same way as Ezekiel had seen him go.
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Letters in diagram represent locations within the temple complex; numbers indicate the stages in Ezekiel's 
temple tour (see charts on opposite page).
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Zerubbabel’s Temple 
The rebuilding of Jerusalem’s temple was done in stages (c. 536–516!B.C.). First, the altar was built, so 
that sacrifices could again be made (Ezra 3:2–3). The second phase was the laying of the foundation of 
the temple. This elicited mixed reactions from the people. Some rejoiced that the foundation was laid, while 
others, especially the elder priests, were sad, presumably because the quality of construction was inferior to 
that of the previous temple. Due to the opposition of the local population and the lack of motivation among 
the Jews, it took 20 years to complete the construction of the temple building. 
 The only information given in the biblical record about the architecture of the temple is the dimensions, 
which were sixty cubits (90 feet [27 m]) high and wide (Ezra 6:3). As there is no mention of the length of the 
building, these dimensions must refer to the facade of the temple, i.e., the Porch.
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10-5. Antiochus IV’s Egyptian Campaign (Sixth Syrian War), 170–167 B.C. When Antiochus IV ascended the throne of the Seleucid 
Empire in 175!B.C., the Roman Empire was on the rise in the West, and the Ptolemaic Empire was on the decline in Egypt. Antiochus, 
seeking to expand his empire while avoiding a fight with Rome, attacked Egypt, and in his initial advance he won a major victory near 
Pelusium. He proceeded to Memphis, where he declared himself king of Egypt, and then laid siege to Alexandria. In the meantime, 
Jason, who had been ousted by Antiochus as high priest of the temple in Jerusalem, sought to regain his position with the help of the 
influential Tobiad family. Antiochus withdrew to Jerusalem to depose Jason, plunder the temple, and reestablish control there. Then 
he sent his fleet to occupy Cyprus and launched a second attack on Egypt. Just before he reached Alexandria, however, a Roman 
emissary named Popilius Laenas met him and ordered him to withdraw from Egypt and Cyprus or face the wrath of Rome. Antiochus 
reluctantly complied and withdrew, dashing his hopes of conquering his longtime rival Egypt.
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