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Lesson 7
ser i es

se ri e s

Party Time!

The Prodigal Son, Partser i2es

ser i es

Materials:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Luke 15:11-24 (refer to the Scripture sheet in the student manual).
Flip chart with Scripture written on it in same colors as the student manual sheet.
Different colored scarves or shawls (enough for each character in the story).
Reminder sheet from the student manual.
Party invitation. Enough for each person and you will also use this as the prop.

Chapter 2b in Love Walked Among Us and Lesson 3 in The Person of Jesus.

Goals:
Love: I need to remember how much God loves me, and then copy that love toward other people.
Jesus: Jesus died so we may attend the everlasting party in heaven!
Faith: God looks at us, his heart fills up with us and he runs to us with love.
Kim’s World: The percentage of “unreached people” within the world of disability has been said
by some to be 97%.
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Luke 15:11-24
11 Jesus continued, “There was a man who had two sons.
12 The younger son spoke to his father. He said, “Father, give me my share of the family property.” So
the father divided his property between his two sons.
13 Not long after that, the younger son packed up all he had. Then he left for a country far away.
There he wasted his money on wild living.
14 He spent everything he had. Then the whole country ran low on food. So the son didn’t have what
he needed.
15 He went to work for someone who lived in that country, who sent him to the fields to feed the
pigs.
16 The son wanted to fill his stomach with the food the pigs were eating. But no one gave him anything.
17 Then he began to think clearly again. He said, “How many of my father’s hired workers have
more than enough food! But here I am dying from hunger!
18 I will get up and go back to my father. I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven. And
I have sinned against you.
19 I am no longer fit to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired workers.’”
20 So he got up and went to his father. While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him. He
was filled with tender love for his son. He ran to him. He threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21 The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer fit to
be called your son.”
22 But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet.
23 Bring the fattest calf and kill it. Let’s have a big dinner and celebrate.
24 This son of mine was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And now he is found.” So they
began to celebrate.”
Choose at least two of the next four options to reinforce the primary reading of the passage.
1. Role-play the story.
Use different colored scarves or shawls worn over the head or around the shoulders for costumes.
For example:
Person 1: Father
Person 2: Son
Person 3: Servant #1 (has ring)
Person 4: Servant #2 (has clothes)
Person 5: Servant #3 (gets calf)
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2. Draw out the scene as you teach. The picture below shows the completed drawing.

3. Watch a YouTube video of The Prodigal Son: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4iuW11uSMY.
4. Use puppets to act out the story. There is a nice series of Bible character puppets from www
.thepuppetstore.com/biblical_s/62.htm.
Teaching Note: After you have read the story from Scripture and reinforced it with two of the
above options, you will begin to get the students involved in the learning process by asking the interactive questions below:

3. Understand the Story

15 Minutes

Summing it up: The father of the Prodigal Son shows love by looking, sharing his son’s sorrow, and
helping.

Q. We’ve said this a lot in our lessons, “Jesus is always doing what?” (Looking.)

The father, just like Jesus, was looking for his son from a long way away.
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Unit 1: Compassion

5. Close in prayer
Jesus, thank you for telling us this story. Thank you that we are your daughters and sons and
you are our Father. Please forgive us for the bad things we have done. Help us not to do those
things again that make you sad. Thank you for the invitation that you will give me to the party
in heaven. I am glad I’m going to that party! We will wear special clothes and have a crown!
Thank you. I love you.
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