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Preface
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It has been a great joy to see the response to Shepherding a Child’s Heart. This joy
is multi-faceted. Naturally one is pleased when his life’s work is accepted and appre-
ciated by the Body of Christ. Additionally it is a great joy to meet scores and scores
of young people who are reading and appreciating the principles and perspective of
Shepherding a Child’s Heart. As I travel, I meet people who have been learning to shep-
herd their own hearts and the hearts of their children. A third facet of my joy is the
insight and creativity of ministers of the gospel like Bill Hill, who have taken the things
in Shepherding a Child’s Heart and worked with them to make the truths in the book
more accessible to others.

This leader’s guide is designed to make sure that the things taught in Shepherding
a Child’s Heart are caught by the readers. Bill Hill has identified the important teach-
ing in each section of the book and asked the appropriate questions to aid group lead-
ers in being sure that others have understood the content of what they have read.

It is my hope that this leader’s guide for Shepherding a Child’s Heart will be a valu-
able tool for the faithful people who are taking study groups through the content of
the book.

Tedd Tripp
July 1999
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Shepherding a Child’s Heart is the most helpful book I have read on the subject of
child rearing. I have used it in my own parenting, with my school staff and with par-
ents n my church and school. Tedd Tripp has done a masterful job at practically deal-
ing with the theology of parenting. This study guide was designed to enable the leader
to more efficiently extract the data of the book. It is not intended to take you beyond
the content but to help you better assimilate, focus on and digest what the author is
saying.

In an effort to best compliment Dr. Tripp’s book, I have allowed the publisher to use
the NIV translation in the Leader’s Guide rather than he KJV translation, which was in
the original Leader’s Guide.

Bill Hill
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1. Today’s parents are part of the generation that threw off authority. Give at least two
results of the way that generation has impacted the culture.
A. It is no longer culturally acceptable for dad to be the “boss” at home.
B. Mom doesn’t obediently do what dad says.
C. Dad, for his part, no longer lives in fear of the boss or of being fired through

caprice. (p. xvi)

2. What is the author’s point for raising this issue?
A. Children raised in this climate no longer sit in neat rows at school.
B. They no longer ask permission to speak.
C. They no longer fear the results of talking back to their parents.
D. In summary, they do not accept a submissive role in life. (p. xvi)

3. In general, what ways have parents responded to this non-submission by the chil-
dren?
A. Today’s parents are frustrated and confused.
B. Children don’t act like they should and parents don’t understand why.
C. Many have concluded the job isn’t possible
D. Some simply turn away in frustration.
E. Others keep trying to make the old John Wayne approach of the 1950’s work.

(p. xvi)



4. In what capacity do you exercise authority as a parent?
As God’s agent. (p. xviii)

5. Toward what two poles does our culture tend?
A. We tend toward a crass kind of John Wayne authoritarianism; or,
B. We tend toward being a wimp. (p. xviii)

6. God calls you to exercise authority as a parent in what way?
Not in making your children do what you want, but in being true servants/au-

thorities that lay down your lives. (p. xviii)

7. What is the purpose for the authority that you exercise in the lives of your children?
It is not to hold them under your power, but to empower them to be self-

controlled people living freely under the authority of God. (p. xviii)

8. If authority best describes the parent’s relationship to the child, then what describes
the activity of the parent to the child?

“Shepherding” describes the activity of the parent to the child. The parent is
the child’s guide. (p. xix)

9. Because your children desperately need to understand not only the external “what”
they did wrong but also the internal “why” they did it, to what must your parent-
ing goal not be limited?

Your parenting goal must not be limited to well behaved children. (p. xx)

10. In what direction does giving your children a keepable standard drive them?
Giving a keepable standard drives them away from the cross. (p. xx)
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Getting To The 
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1. List at least two truths about the heart taught in Proverbs 4:23; Mark 7:21; and Luke
6:45.
A. The heart is the control center for life. A person’s life mirrors his heart.
B. The heart determines behavior.
C. Behavior is not the basic issue of child rearing. The basic issue is always what

is going on in the heart. (pp. 3–4)

2. What does Jesus call behavioral change that does not stem from a change in the heart?
Jesus calls behavioral change that is not from the heart “hypocrisy.” In Matthew

15 Jesus denounces the Pharisees who honored him with their lips while their
hearts were far from Him. Jesus censors them as people who wash the outside
of the cup while the inside is still unclean. Yet this is what we often do in child
rearing. We demand changed behavior and never address the heart that drives
the behavior. (pp. 4–5)

3. What is the typical answer to a scenario in which two children are fighting over the
same toy? 

“Who had it first?” (p. 5)

4. In what way does this typical answer miss the biblical mark?
This response misses heart issues.“Who had it first” is an issue of justice. Jus-



tice operates in the favor of the child who is the quicker draw at getting the toy
to begin with. (p. 5)

5. When the above scenario is evaluated in terms of the heart, what issues change?
A. Now you have two offenders. Both children are displaying a hardness of heart

toward the other. Both are being selfish. Both are saying “I don’t care about
you or your happiness.”

B. In terms of issues of the heart, you have two sinning children. Two children
are preferring themselves before the other. Two children are breaking God’s
law. (p. 5)

6. To what is all behavior linked?
To some attitude of heart. (p. 6)

7. List several things this understanding of the heart does for discipline.
A. It makes the heart the issue, not just the behavior.
B. It focuses correction on deeper things than changed behavior.
C. It provides a opportunity to confront what is going on in the heart.
D. It turns your concern to unmasking your child’s sin, helping him to under-

stand how it reflects a heart that has strayed.
E. It leads to the cross of Christ.
F. It underscores the need for a Savior.
G. It provides opportunities to show the glories of God, Who sent His Son to

change hearts and free people enslaved to sin. (p. 6)

8. What is the fundamental tenet of this book?
The heart is the wellspring of life. (p. 6)

9. What is the fundamental task of parenting?
The fundamental task of parenting is shepherding the hearts of your children.

(p. 6)
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