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Foreword

Having five small grandchildren, I affirm the importance of influencing children 

with regard to missions at an early age. One cannot grow and mature in the Christian 

life without an understanding of and a commitment to our Great Commission task. 

One’s understanding of salvation is deficient if it does not result in a desire to see a lost 

world come to faith in Jesus Christ. We are all naturally provincial in our perspective 

of the world. Consequently, it is important to cultivate in young children not only 

a God-consciousness and a love for Jesus but also an awareness of God’s love for all 

people.

Joey Allen’s book on missions in this series plants the seed for children to 

understand that missions outreach is a vital part of being a Christian. Properly 

nurtured, the concepts introduced in the following pages can inspire children to 

witness to others, to pray for the nations, and to understand what “God so loved 

the world” really means. May these truths prepare young, impressionable hearts to 

respond to God’s call to reach the world for Christ. 

– Jerry Rankin, President

International Mission Board, SBC



A word to PArents And teAchers
The Big Thoughts for Little Thinkers series was born out of the conviction that 

children need to be exposed to systematic theology from an early age. Moses instructed 

the people of Israel, “Impress [God’s commandments] on your children. Talk about 

them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 

when you get up” (Deuteronomy 6:7). A foundation in theology enables our children 

to relate properly to God and His world.

Since the beginning of time, God’s plan has been to redeem people from every 

nation, people who will revel and rejoice in an intimate relationship with Him. Against 

the onslaught of the world’s confusing and conflicting messages, God’s mission, His 

global and historic purpose, gives direction and clarity to our lives. God calls His 

children to rise above materialism and temporal pleasures in order to participate in His 

mission, the great adventure. How the mission is carried out varies for each of God’s 

children, but participation is not optional — no matter how young in the faith. 

This book is a tool that can help kindle in children a passion 

for God and a passion to see other people come to know and love 

Him. Ask your children diagnostic questions, assess their level of 

understanding, and take time to explain difficult concepts. May 

this book be a first step in challenging the next generation to 

spread the glory of God to the ends of the earth.

       

     – Joey Allen    



h i! My name 
is Mikey. 

I want to tell 
you about God’s 
mission.

 



John 5:17; 2 corinthians 5:19

God is at work in the world spreading 
his love and bringing 

people close to him. 
You can be part of 
God’s work in the world, 
too. This is what God’s 
mission is all about.



exodus 15:11; Isaiah 40:18–41:1

no one else is like God. God is so 
wonderful! Just think of all the things 

he has made — like bugs and raccoons and 
frogs and baboons! God wants everyone to 
know how wonderful he is.

 



Psalm 16:11;  
Jeremiah 29:11;  
Philippians 4:4 ezekiel 18:4; romans 3:23

God loves the whole world. God wants 
people to be happy by being with him. 

real happiness only comes from God.
 


