
�

Preface

LLoyd-Jones 

messenGeR oF GRACe



LLoyd-Jones – Messenger of grace

��

Books By IaIn H. Murray

THe forgoTTen spurgeon

THe purITan Hope: revIvaL and THe InTerpreTaTIon of propHecy

THe LIfe of arTHur W. pInk

d. MarTyn LLoyd-Jones: THe fIrsT forTy years

d. MarTyn LLoyd-Jones: THe fIgHT of faITH

     (THe TWo voLuMe auTHorIsed BIograpHy)

JonaTHan edWards: a neW BIograpHy

THe LIfe of JoHn Murray

ausTraLIan cHrIsTIan LIfe

revIvaL and revIvaLIsM: 

     THe MakIng and MarrIng of aMerIcan evangeLIcaLIsM 1750–1858

spurgeon v. Hyper-caLvInsIM: THe BaTTLe for gospeL preacHIng

penTecosT – Today? THe BIBLIcaL BasIs for undersTandIng revIvaL

evangeLIcaLIsM dIvIded: 

     a record of crucIaL cHange In THe years 1950 To 2000

WesLey and Men WHo foLLoWed

THe oLd evangeLIcaLIsM: oLd TruTHs for a neW aWakenIng

a scoTTIsH cHrIsTIan HerITage



���

Preface

LLoyd-Jones 

The Banner of TruTh TrusT

messenGeR oF GRACe

           . . . affect�onate �n look,
   and tender �n address, as well becomes
   a messenger of grace to gu�lty men.

WILLIaM coWper: The Task

IaIn H. Murray



LLoyd-Jones – Messenger of grace

�v

The Banner of TruTh TrusT
3 Murrayfield road, ed�nburgh eh12 6eL, uK

P.o. Box 621, Carl�sle, Pa 17013, usa

*

© Ia�n h. Murray 2008

IsBn–13: 978 0 85151 975 3

*

Typeset �n 11/15 pt Baskerv�lle MT at
The Banner of Truth Trust, ed�nburgh

Pr�nted �n the usa by
Versa Press, Inc., 
east Peor�a, IL



v

Preface

To  
John r�chard and Jane de W�tt 

W�th thankfulness for so much of our l�ves 
shared through forty years.



LLoyd-Jones – Messenger of grace

v�



v��

Preface

ConTenTs

      Preface        x�

parT 1

1. The Lloyd-Jones Legac�es      3      

2. Preach�ng and the holy sp�r�t     29

3. The evangel�st�c use of the old Testament   55

4. skeletons �n the Cupboard     85

5. ra�s�ng the standard of Preach�ng: 
 notes of a Memorable address    99

6. Lloyd-Jones and spurgeon Compared              109

7. a Controvers�al Book: 
 Joy Unspeakable: The Baptism with the Holy Spirit      127

8. ‘The Lost Leader’ or ‘a Prophet�c Vo�ce’?             165



LLoyd-Jones – Messenger of grace

v���

 9. The end of the Pur�tan Conference: 
 Lloyd-Jones to Packer    205

10. some Conv�ct�ons of Lloyd-Jones �n M�n�ature 209

11. Inventory of the Lloyd-Jones sermons  227

12. an analys�s of the sermons on ephes�ans  245

13. Is the Reformation Over? a rev�ew   257
 
authors and sources C�ted    269

parT 2



�x

Preface

ILLusTraTIons

end-Papers: The congregat�on at Westm�nster Chapel �n the
 late 1950s, drawn from a newspaper photograph

front�sp�ece: Lloyd-Jones, a portra�t photograph, 
 by Desmond Groves, late 1970s

a page of pulp�t notes (Rom. 1:1)                84

George Wh�tefield     98

Ins�de Westm�nster Chapel                      107

The funeral of C. h. spurgeon                         108  

ML-J – the l�fe-long reader                                        126

notes of the evangel�cal all�ance address                 164

The evangel�cal L�brary, London                             204

a cartoon sketch of ML-J              225

Preach�ng to an est�mated 4,000 at the 
 Kelv�n hall, Glasgow, apr�l 23, 1963                 226         

                                                                           



1

The Lloyd-Jones Legacies

ParT 1



LLoyd-Jones – Messenger of grace

2



3

The Lloyd-Jones Legacies

1

The LLoYD-Jones LeGaCIes

C. h. spurgeon, who d�ed �n 1892, sa�d ‘I shall l�ve and speak 
long after I am dead.’1 Wh�le Martyn Lloyd-Jones d�d not 

use the words, he also bequeathed much to future generat�ons. 
The legac�es he left are real, and the way they d�ffer from bequests 
of monetary value only make them the more �mportant. Legac�es 
of the latter k�nd only benefit those spec�fically named �n a w�ll; the 
sp�r�tual legac�es of the k�ngdom of God are �nher�ted by a great 
many and �n a d�fferent manner. The Lloyd-Jones legac�es are  
today �n the hands of m�ll�ons whom he never knew, and they have 
spread sp�r�tual wealth across the earth.

Before I turn to the legac�es, the ma�n facts of h�s l�fe need 
to be summar�zed. Dav�d Martyn Lloyd-Jones, or ML-J, as I shall 
frequently call h�m, was born �n Card�ff, south Wales, on December 
20, 1899 – seven years after the death of spurgeon, and two days 
before that of D. L. Moody. he l�ved w�th h�s parents and two 
brothers �n Wales unt�l financ�al hardsh�p drove them to London 
�n 1914. There, at the beg�nn�ng of World War I, he completed 
h�s educat�on, and w�th such ab�l�ty that by the age of twenty-

1 ‘I beseech you’, he also sa�d to students, ‘to l�ve not only for th�s age but for 
the next also.’
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one he had graduated �n med�c�ne at st Bartholomew’s hosp�tal, 
wh�ch was probably the foremost teach�ng hosp�tal �n the world at 
that date. By that age he had already caught the attent�on of s�r 
 Thomas horder, the K�ng’s phys�c�an, who pract�sed �n London’s 
famous harley street. When Lloyd-Jones became horder’s ass�stant 
�n 1921 the way was open for a spectacular career �n med�c�ne. 
s�r James Paterson ross, Pres�dent of the royal College of sur-
geons, would later say that the young Welshman was ‘one of the 
 finest cl�n�c�ans I ever encountered’.  Then �n 1926, to the aston-
�shment of h�s fr�ends, the successful phys�c�an announced that 
he was leav�ng med�c�ne to become the preacher �n sandf�elds  
M�ss�on hall at aberavon, Port Talbot, south Wales. ML-J rema�ned 
there unt�l 1938, when he agreed to ass�st Dr Campbell Morgan 
for a short per�od at Westm�nster Chapel, London. In fact he was 
to stay for th�rty years, unt�l 1968. after that date he cont�nued to 
preach �n many parts of the country unt�l h�s e�ght�eth year. he 
d�ed on March 1, 1981.

Legacy 1 

an exaMpLe of WHaT a cHrIsTIan MInIsTer ougHT To Be

In the twent�eth century there was a great change �n the way 
the Chr�st�an m�n�stry was regarded. In the year 1900, and earl�er, 
the Chr�st�an m�n�ster �n Br�ta�n was commonly regarded w�th 
 respect; h�s word carr�ed we�ght, and h�s church was well attended 
sunday by sunday. But the century that followed saw the status 
and �nfluence of the m�n�stry �n str�k�ng decl�ne. from a pos�t�on of 
em�nence the office became one of m�nor consequence and s�gn�fi-
cance. Long before the end of the twent�eth century the preacher 
was a popular subject for amusement �n the enterta�nment med�a. 
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Why d�d th�s alterat�on �n the way the Chr�st�an m�n�stry 
was v�ewed occur? It w�ll not do to blame the change on soc�al 
 cond�t�ons, or on a fa�l�ng publ�c �nterest �n Chr�st�an�ty �tself. The 
explanat�on �s rather w�th�n the church herself, for �t was there that 
the b�bl�cal v�ew of the m�n�stry was first lost. Instead of a d�v�ne 
call�ng, �t became another career: men d�d three years at un�vers�ty, 
perhaps three at a theolog�cal college, and then, �n many �nstances, 
they went �nto churches, not to l�ve and teach the Word of God, 
but to talk as men who had lost fa�th �n scr�pture. so the h�story 
of the old Testament was repeated. It was to a worldly pr�esthood 
�n the t�me of samuel that God sa�d, ‘Them that honour me I 
w�ll honour, and they that desp�se me shall be l�ghtly esteemed’ (1 
Sam. 2:30). aga�n, �n Malach�, God sa�d to those who should have 
been h�s messengers, ‘The pr�ests’ l�ps should keep knowledge, and 
they should seek the law at h�s mouth: for he �s the messenger of 
the Lord of hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; ye have 
caused many to stumble at the law . . . Therefore have I also made 
you contempt�ble and base before all the people, accord�ng as ye 
have not kept my ways’ (Mal. 2:7-9). Where the Word of God �s 
desp�sed judgments are sure to follow.

But when the true �dea of the m�n�ster �s lost, God has often 
restored �t by call�ng �nd�v�duals to the office �n unl�kely ways. amos 
was called from be�ng a farmer; John Knox from h�s post as a 
church lawyer; and Lloyd-Jones from the hosp�tal and the con-
sult�ng room. he had none of the credent�als of a theolog�cal col-
lege tra�n�ng. h�s entrance �nto the m�n�stry could scarcely 
have been more unl�ke what had become the accepted rout�ne. as 
a tra�n�ng school for preachers of the B�ble, st Bartholomew’s 
 hosp�tal was about the last place �mag�nable. It was more a temple 
to sc�ent�f�c rat�onal�sm than to creat�on. noth�ng he learned 
there could expla�n Lloyd-Jones’s message; or why, �n 1927, he 
turned h�s back on harley street – the Mecca of med�c�ne – for a 
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st�pend of £225 a year, and a small house �n a work�ng-class d�st-
r�ct of south Wales. Pla�nly he had not gone to a m�ss�on hall for a 
more lucrat�ve salary. There was no reason, unless �t was that God 
does call men to preach.

To answer th�s call of God was not easy for ML-J. he loved 
med�c�ne; he also loved h�s fiancée, Bethan Ph�ll�ps, and �n 1925 
she doubted whether he should change d�rect�on �n the manner he 
was cons�der�ng. for a year-and-a-half he struggled w�th the dec�s-
�on. It became a burden that cost h�m both loss of sleep and we�ght. 
Yet h�s response to God’s call was not w�th a sp�r�t of self-sacr�fice, 
but rather w�th the conv�ct�on that he was be�ng g�ven an �mmense 
pr�v�lege and respons�b�l�ty. In later years, when h�s read�ness to 
g�ve up so much was pra�sed, he rejected the suggest�on w�th the 
words, ‘I gave up noth�ng, I rece�ved everyth�ng. I count �t the h�gh-
est honour God can confer on any man to call h�m to be a herald 
of the gospel.’

If Lloyd-Jones d�ffered �n the manner of h�s call�ng to the gospel 
m�n�stry, the contrast was no less between the current rel�g�ous 
scene and h�s preach�ng. he spoke w�th certa�nty and author�ty. 
When he told h�s hearers that the soul was more �mportant than 
the body, they knew he bel�eved �t. and those who came to know 
h�m �n aberavon were conv�cted by h�s l�fe as well as h�s message. 
What he sa�d was �n harmony w�th what he was. There was noth�ng 
of self-�mportance about h�m. God had humbled h�m and shown 
h�m what an empty th�ng �t �s to l�ve for the approval of men. The 
des�re for fame and reputat�on that had once possessed h�m was 
mort�fied.

The result of th�s was that ML-J gave a new mean�ng to the 
Chr�st�an m�n�stry. he never saw h�mself as a model for anyone, 
but h�s h�gh v�ew of the gospel m�n�stry �ntroduced that v�s�on to 
many others. as one example of th�s I ment�on the l�fe of argos 
Zodh�ates. after m�n�ster�ng effect�vely �n Kater�n�, Zodh�ates 
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was dr�ven by persecut�on to leave h�s nat�ve Greece for north 
 amer�ca. en route through London, Zodh�ates and h�s w�fe were 
�n Westm�nster Chapel on sunday morn�ng, october 21, 1957, 
when ML-J ‘happened’ to be preach�ng on ephes�ans 4:11, ‘and 
he gave some apostles, some prophets; some evangel�sts; and some 
pastors and teachers.’ such was h�s treatment of the pastoral 
 office that the v�s�tors determ�ned at once to return to Kater�n�, 
 conv�nced that God had spoken to them. They were st�ll �n Greece 
when v�s�ted by the preacher four years later.1

When the execut�ve comm�ttee of the Chr�st�an Med�cal fellow-
sh�p wrote to thank ML-J for what h�s m�n�stry had meant to them, 
on h�s ret�rement from Westm�nster Chapel �n 1968, they sa�d: 
‘We would l�ke first to refer to your personal example, wh�ch has 
emphas�sed �n so un�que a manner the �mportance and d�gn�ty of 
the Chr�st�an m�n�stry.’

Legacy 2

THe TruTH THaT cHrIsTIanITy Is god-cenTred reLIgIon

God-centred Chr�st�an�ty does not mark churches �n decl�ne 
and �t was rare �n twent�eth-century Br�ta�n. In the Welsh chapel l�fe 
of ML-J’s own background, the pulp�t ethos was ma�nly sent�mental, 
moral�st�c, and anecdotal. It was worse �n the many churches where 
l�beral theology held sway; the message was ak�n to say�ng that a 
God of love ex�sts for man’s comfort and happ�ness. even �n evan-
gel�cal c�rcles the message of the gospel was too often reduced to the 
forg�veness to be ga�ned by respond�ng to Jesus Chr�st.

1 for h�s two sermons on these verses see D. M. Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity: 
Ephesians 4:1–16 (ed�nburgh: Banner of Truth, 1980), pp. 181-208.


	Table of Contents
	Chapter 1

