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GENERAL PREFACE

The original Tyndale Commentaries aimed at providing help for the
general reader of the Bible. They concentrated on the meaning of
the text without going into scholarly technicalities. They sought to
avoid ‘the extremes of being unduly technical or unhelpfully brief ’.
Most who have used the books agree that there has been a fair meas-
ure of success in reaching that aim.
Times, however, change. A series that has served so well for so

long is perhaps not quite as relevant as when it was first launched.
New knowledge has come to light. The discussion of critical ques-
tions has moved on. Bible-reading habits have changed. When the
original series was commenced it could be presumed that most
readers used the Authorized Version and one could make one’s
comments accordingly, but this situation no longer obtains.
The decision to revise and update the whole series was not

reached lightly, but in the end it was thought that this is what is
required in the present situation. There are new needs, and they will
be better served by new books or by a thorough updating of the old
books. The aims of the original series remain. The new commen-
taries are neither minuscule nor unduly long. They are exegetical
rather than homiletic. They do not discuss all the critical questions,
but none is written without an awareness of the problems that
engage the attention of New Testament scholars. Where it is felt that
formal consideration should be given to such questions, they are dis-
cussed in the Introduction and sometimes in Additional notes.
But the main thrust of these commentaries is not critical. These
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  A N D  T H E S S A L O N I A N S

books are written to help the non-technical reader to understand his
Bible better. They do not presume a knowledge of Greek, and all
Greek words discussed are transliterated; but the authors have
the Greek text before them and their comments are made on the
basis of the originals. The authors are free to choose their own
modern translation, but are asked to bear in mind the variety of
translations in current use.
The new series of Tyndale Commentaries goes forth, as the

former series did, in the hope that God will graciously use these
books to help the general reader to understand as fully and clearly
as possible the meaning of the New Testament.

Leon Morris
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE
TO THE FIRST EDITION

The epistles to the Thessalonians are all too little studied today. It
may be true that they lack the theological profundity of Romans and
the exciting controversy of Galatians; but nevertheless their place in
Scripture is an important one. No other writing of the great apos-
tle provides a greater insight into his missionary methods and mes-
sage. Here we see Paul the missionary and Paul the pastor, faithfully
proclaiming the gospel of God, concerned for the welfare of his
converts, scolding them, praising them, guiding them, exhorting
them, teaching them; thrilled with their progress, disappointed with
their slowness. Though the continuous exposition of great doctrines
is not a characteristic of the Thessalonian writings, yet it is fascinating
to see how most, if not all, of the great Pauline doctrines are pres-
ent, either by implication or direct mention. When we consider the
undoubtedly early date of these letters this is a fact of importance
in the history of Christian thought.
Especially important is the teaching of these epistles on eschat-

ology; and in view of the revival of interest in this doctrine in recent
times it is imperative that we understand and appreciate the contri-
bution of Thessalonians to this difficult subject. It is my earnest
hope that this short commentary may help to direct the attention of
Christian people to the importance of these epistles and the rele-
vance of their message for the men of today.
Every commentator, I suppose, bases his work on that of his

predecessors, and in this I am certainly no exception. I have learned
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  A N D  T H E S S A L O N I A N S

much from those who have written on these epistles before me, and
cannot hope to have acknowledged all my indebtednesses. I have
found particularly helpful the commentaries by Milligan, Frame
(I.C.C.), Denney (Expositor’s Bible), Findlay (who wrote two com-
mentaries, one in the Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, and the
other in the Cambridge Greek Testament series), and Neil (Moffatt New
Testament Commentary), while Lightfoot’sNotes on Epistles of St Paul is
a veritable treasure house.
Finally may I express my indebtedness to a number of my friends

who have interested themselves in this project and made helpful sug-
gestions. Especially am I indebted to the Very Rev. Dr S. Barton Bab-
bage, the Rev. David Livingstone, and Mr I. Siggins, who read the
typescript, and suggested many improvements.

Leon Morris
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE
TO THE SECOND EDITION

In the years since this commentary first appeared there have been
some notable contributions to the literature on these epistles, par-
ticularly the great commentaries by Rigaux in French and Best in
English. I am grateful to both, and also to those who produced
smaller commentaries, such as Ward, Moore, Whiteley and Bruce.
These and others have been a great help to me as I worked over the
material again. I have indicated my principal indebtednesses in the
footnotes.
The revision has also enabled me to rewrite the whole and there

are many minor verbal alterations. Some things have been omitted
as being of less importance now than in  and this has given me
space to include new material. Substantially this is the commentary
I wrote in the s, but I trust improved by what I have learned
from the scholars I have mentioned and others. The English version
used is the New International Version. I trust that in this new form
this little book will prove useful to another generation of readers.
I am grateful to Mrs DorothyWellington, my former secretary, for

her expert typing of the manuscript.
Leon Morris
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INTRODUCTION

. Background

Thessalonica in the first century was the capital of Macedonia and
its largest city. The geographical importance of its site may be
gauged from the fact that Thessaloniki (until , Salonika) is still
an important city. It is usually said that the name of the city in earl-
ier days was Therma (from its hot springs), and that c.  BC it was
renamed by Cassander after his wife Thessalonica, half-sister to
Alexander the Great. But as the elder Pliny refers to Therma and
Thessalonica as existing together, it would seem that Cassander
founded a new town which in due course extended and swallowed
up the more ancient one nearby. Under the Romans it was the cap-
ital of the second of the four divisions of Macedonia, and when
these were united to form one single province in  BC it became
the capital, as well as the largest city of the province. Thessalonica

. See The Statesman’s Year Book , p. , n..
. Pliny,Natural History iv. .
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was a free city, and inscriptions confirm the accuracy of Luke in
calling its rulers ‘politarchs’. It was strategically situated on the Via
Egnatia, the great Roman highway to the East.
To this city came Paul in company with Silas and Timothy. The

former was Paul’s partner on his second missionary journey, chosen
after the great apostle had separated from Barnabas. We first read of
him when he and Judas Barsabbas, ‘leaders among the brothers’ and
‘prophets’ (Acts :, ), were sent to Antioch after the council of
Jerusalem to convey to the believers there, both by letter and by word
of mouth, the decisions the council had taken. He accompanied Paul
on that apostle’s second missionary journey, and Paul makes approv-
ing mention of his preaching (Cor. :). In later times he was asso-
ciated with Peter in the writing of  Peter ( Pet. :). It is interesting
that Paul and Peter both use the more formal name Silvanus, while
Luke calls him Silas (perhaps Latin and Greek forms of a Semitic
name, BDF,  ()).
Timothy first comes under notice when Paul met him at Lystra

and had him circumcised as a preliminary to his accompanying the
apostle for the remainder of his second missionary journey (Acts
:–). He came to be closely associated with Paul, as we see from
the joint salutations in  Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians,  and
 Thessalonians and Philemon. From the general tone of references
to him we gather that Timothy was somewhat timid in disposition
(cf.  Cor. :). But he was high in Paul’s confidence, for Paul sent
him on missions (Acts :;  Cor. :; Phil. :), and could link
his preaching with his own (Cor. :). Paul speaks warmly of Tim-
othy’s attitude to those to whom he ministered and to Paul himself
(Phil. :–).
The three men preached at Philippi, but were compelled to leave

after the imprisonment of Paul and Silas (Acts ). They then came
to Thessalonica, where Paul followed his usual practice of going to
the synagogue. He preached there on three (apparently successive)
sabbaths (Acts :), with some success. His converts included
some Jews, ‘a large number’ of devout Greeks, and ‘not a few’
chief women (Acts :). The chief success of the mission clearly

  A N D  T H E S S A L O N I A N S

. This harmonizes with the fact that in Macedonia women had rather
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lay among those Greeks who had attached themselves to the syna-
gogue. These people were dissatisfied with the low standards of
pagan morality and with the idol worship that fostered them. They
were attracted by the monotheism and lofty morality of Judaism, but
repelled by its narrow nationalism and ritual requirements. In Chris-
tianity they found a faith that satisfied. Some of the converts came
of high-class families, but it is probable that most were from the
lower classes, for Paul stresses his refusal to be dependent on them
in any way ( Thess. :), and his letters to them contain no warn-
ings about the dangers of riches.
The Jewish community did not take kindly to losing a consider-

able number of adherents. They reacted with violence and incited
the rabble to attack the house of Jason, Paul’s host (Acts :). The
mob took Jason before the politarchs, complaining that he had
lodged those who ‘have caused trouble all over the world’ (Acts :),
and that the preachers had acted contrary to Caesar’s laws in declar-
ing Jesus to be another king (Acts :). This is the first record of
such an accusation since Jesus was brought before Pilate. It may be
an echo of Paul’s preaching of the second coming, which would
agree with what we read in the epistles. The politarchs took security
of Jason and some others unnamed, and let them go.
It is not clear to what Jason and the others were bound. T. W.

Manson and others think it was ‘not to harbour seditious persons’;

but this goes beyond what Acts says. K. and S. Lake think of Paul as
having in effect ‘jumped his bail’when he left the city, but this is pure
assumption. Frame is of the opinion that the security had nothing to
do with Paul’s absence, since the converts were surprised at his fail-
ure to return. But the evidence for this surprise does not seem at all
adequate, though it should be said that Paul envisaged a return

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

more liberty than elsewhere. See J. B. Lightfoot, Saint Paul’s Epistle to the
Philippians (Macmillan, ), pp. –; W. M. Ramsay, St. Paul the
Traveller and Roman Citizen (Hodder and Stoughton, ), p. .

. BJRL , –, p. .
. K. and S. Lake, An Introduction to the New Testament (Christophers, ),
p. .

. Frame, p. .
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( Thess. :–), which makes it unlikely that Jason undertook
that he would stay away. Our best conjecture is that Jason and the
other Christians were bound over to keep the peace, and that, in the
troubled state of the moment, all were agreed that it would be better
for Paul and Silas to leave immediately, at least for a time.
From Thessalonica they proceeded to Berea, where their preach-

ing was successful until Thessalonian Jews followed them and stirred
up such opposition that Paul had to leave (Acts :–). He went
to Athens, then Corinth, where Silas and Timothy joined him (Acts
:). Timothy had previously come to Paul in Athens and then been
sent back to Thessalonica ( Thess. :). It was on his return from
this second visit to the city that he joined Paul at Corinth.
Up to this point Paul had had little to encourage him. In four suc-

cessive centres there had been discouragement: a promising begin-
ning had been followed by forcible disruption in Philippi,
Thessalonica and Berea, and he had had little success in Athens.
Small wonder that he began his preaching at Corinth ‘in weakness
and fear, and with much trembling’ ( Cor. :). But when the mes-
sengers came from Thessalonica they brought such a report of the
continuing steadfastness of the converts that Paul saw that the
blessing of God had after all rested on his work there. His spirits rose
and he gave himself much more energetically to his preaching. This
appears to be the meaning of ‘Paul devoted himself exclusively to
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ’ (Acts :).
Out of this sense of relief and reassurance the apostle wrote his first
letter to the Thessalonians.
There are some later contacts with this church. Paul sent Tim-

othy and Erastus to Macedonia (Acts :), and he himself made
two visits to the region (Acts :–). Some of the Thessalonians
became his travelling companions, for example Aristarchus (Acts
:; :; :), Secundus (Acts :), and perhaps Demas ( Tim.
:; Phlm. ).

. Date of composition of  Thessalonians

This letter was clearly written not long after Timothy came to Paul
( Thess. :; cf. :). This meeting may have been the one that took
place in Athens ( Thess. :–), but is more probably that in

  A N D  T H E S S A L O N I A N S
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Corinth (Acts :), for the longer period seems necessary for
the situation in Thessalonica to develop to the point where advice
of the kind Paul gives was necessary. The longer period seems
also to agree better with the fact that, by the time the letter was writ-
ten, the faith of the Thessalonians was ‘known everywhere’
( Thess. :).

While Paul was in Corinth he was arrested and brought before
Gallio, the proconsul of Achaia (Acts :). Now an inscription at
Delphi, dealing with a question referred to the Emperor Claudius by
this same Gallio, is dated in the twelfth year of the Emperor’s tri-
bunicial power and after his twenty-sixth acclamation as Emperor.
This twelfth year was from th January  to th January ; and,
while the date of the twenty-sixth acclamation is not known exactly,
the twenty-seventh was before st August . Thus Claudius’ deci-
sion would have been given to Gallio during the first half of . Pro-
consuls usually took office in early summer and held office for one
year. It thus seems that Gallio entered his term of office in the early
summer of , for there scarcely seems time for him to refer a ques-
tion to Rome and have the decision back if he was not appointed
until .

Our difficulties are that, while we know that Paul was in Corinth
for eighteen months (Acts :), we do not know at what point in
the eighteen months he appeared before the proconsul, nor at
what stage of Gallio’s proconsulship this took place, nor whether
Gallio may, exceptionally, have had a second year in office. The
impression left fromActs :– is that it was early in Gallio’s term
of office, and towards the end (though not right at the end) of Paul’s
eighteenmonths. If this is so, then Paul arrived in Corinth in the early

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

. W. G. Kümmel thinks that ‘several months, but not more’ seem to lie
between Paul’s departure from the city and the writing of this letter
(Introduction to the New Testament [SCM, ], p. ).

. The inscription and other relevant texts are quoted and discussed by
Kirsopp Lake in The Beginnings of Christianity, v (Baker reprint, ),
pp. –. Also in George Ogg, The Chronology of the Life of Paul
(Epworth, ), pp. –; J. Murphy-O’Connor, St. Paul’s Corinth
(Glazier, ), pp. –.
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part of , and  Thessalonians would have been written soon
after, though in view of the uncertainties attaching to the question
we can regard this date as approximate only. But it is clear that the
letters to the Thessalonians are among the earliest of our New Tes-
tament documents. Galatians may have been written earlier, but no
other of Paul’s letters. The Thessalonian letters must have been
written within about twenty years of Jesus’ death.

. The authenticity of  Thessalonians

The authenticity of  Thessalonians has not been seriously doubted
other than by the Tübingen school, and the objections they raised
have failed to stand the test of time. It is included inMarcion’s canon
(c. AD ), is mentioned in theMuratorian Fragment (a list of books
accepted as Scripture, probably at Rome some time after the middle
of the second century), and is quoted by name by Irenaeus (c. AD
), after which it is universally accepted. The contents are all in
favour of its being genuine. It is obviously early, for the organiza-
tion of the church appears to be rudimentary; an answer to the prob-
lem of what would happen to those who died before the parousia
must have been given early; and it is difficult to imagine a later writer
ascribing to Paul after his death statements that might be interpreted
to mean that the parousia would occur during his lifetime. The lan-
guage and ideas are Pauline.
If the letter is not from Paul it is hard to imagine a reason for its

composition. There seems nomotive for forgery. Indeed, it has been
said that the best argument for its authenticity is the letter itself.
‘What is its point if it is not a genuine message from the apostle to

  A N D  T H E S S A L O N I A N S

. This date is accepted, among others, by R. H. Fuller, A Critical
Introduction to the New Testament (Duckworth, ), p. ; G. Bornkamm,
The New Testament, A Guide to its Writings (SPCK, ), p. ; Everett F.
Harrison, Introduction to the New Testament (Eerdmans, ), p. .
Others make it a year or two later.

. Some scholars, chiefly American, date the letter earlier, say in  or .
But Best seems to have shown that such views are unsatisfactory (Best,
pp. –).
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a Church he has founded and a people whom he loves?’ The exist-
ence of  Thessalonians, whatever its date, seems to imply the
existence and acceptance of  Thessalonians.

For such reasons as these practically all accept the epistle as a genu-
ine writing of the apostle. It is sometimes alleged, however, that
there are serious discrepancies with Acts, and we must examine
these.

. Paul says that he worked at his trade while in Thessalonica
( Thess. :–), which implies a longer period of residence than that
covered by the three sabbaths on which he reasoned in the syna-
gogue (Acts :). This is supported by Philippians :, which is
held to mean that the Philippians twice sent gifts to Paul while he was
at Thessalonica.
There is no contradiction here. Clearly Paul’s visit was in the

nature of an evangelistic campaign; he did not have the time to build
up the church as he would have wished, so the period must have
been short. Even if he was there for only a month it is likely that
he would have had to work for his living (not everyone can afford
a month without income); and it is not beyond the bounds of pos-
sibility, though admittedly not very likely, that within that period the
friends from Philippi helped him twice. But the Philippians passage
does not necessarily mean that help was sent to Paul twice while he
was in Thessalonica.Hapax kai dis appears to mean ‘more than once’,
and with kai prefixed it will signify, ‘both (when I was) in Thessa-
lonica and (kai) more than once (hapax kai dis) (when I was in other

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

. Neil, p. xviii.
. W. Lock regards this as the ‘strongest support’ of the authenticity of

 Thessalonians (HDB, iv. p. ). So also Plummer I, p. xi.
. Of the attitude of some critics Moffatt says, ‘It is capricious to

pronounce the epistle a colourless imitation, if it agrees with Acts, and
unauthentic if it disagrees’ (An Introduction to the Literature of the New
Testament [T. & T. Clark, ], p. ).

. Cf. Lake, ‘the suggestion of a more prolonged preaching in
Thessalonica seems psychologically as unnecessary as it is certainly
historically unvouched for’ (The Earlier Epistles of St. Paul [Rivingtons,
], p. ). Ward favours a short ministry (p. ).
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places) you sent …’. Even if Acts gives the total duration of the
stay there is no contradiction.
But it is not certain that it does. Acts may well be concerned only

with the time spent on the Jewish mission; there is nothing in the nar-
rative to exclude a further period among the Gentiles. According to
Ramsay the most likely reading of the evidence is that the stay in
Thessalonica lasted about six months. This may well be too long,
but the point is that the evidence does not support a contradiction.

. In Acts : the converts are both Jews and Gentiles, but in
Thessalonians there are references to Gentiles ( Thess. :; :),
and the turning from idols points to former pagans rather than to
the devout who attached themselves to the synagogues. This, how-
ever, shows only that there were various strata among the converts,
and that the accounts are independent.

. Acts : says that Silas and Timothy rejoined Paul at Corinth,
but Thessalonians that Timothy was with Paul in Athens ( Thess.
:–). This simply means that neither is giving a full report. Clearly
Timothy came to Athens, Paul sent him back to Thessalonica, and
in due course, in company with Silas, he rejoined Paul at Corinth. As
F. B. Clogg says, ‘Discrepancies of this nature prove little except that
the authors of Acts and of  Thessalonians wrote independently of
each other.’

  A N D  T H E S S A L O N I A N S

. Frame (on  Thess. :) differs from this view of Phil. : only in that
he understands hapax kai dis to mean the slightly stronger ‘repeatedly’.
See also my note inNovum Testamentum , , pp. –.

. W. M. Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller, p. . Findlay thinks that this is
‘perhaps, an extreme view’ (CGT, p. xx, n. ), but he thinks the duration
of the mission to have been months, rather than weeks. Kümmel argues
for a lengthy period (Introduction, p. ), and W. Marxsen for a longer
period than four weeks (Introduction to the New Testament [Fortress, ],
p. ).

. F. B. Clogg, An Introduction to the New Testament (Hodder and Stoughton,
), p. .
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. The purpose of  Thessalonians

Some have held that Paul was answering a letter from the Thessa-
lonian believers, the chief points being the following:

. The apostle’s use of ‘now about’ (:, ; :), which is like the
way he introduces answers to points in a letter the Corinthians
wrote to him ( Cor. :, ; :, etc.).

. Some turns of phrase are held to show that Paul was respond-
ing to what the Thessalonians had written, for example, ‘we also’ (kai
he-meis, :), and the repeated ‘you know’ (:; :, , ; :, ), which
are taken as meaning ‘as you said’.

. The way Paul introduces some topics seems to show that he did
not really want to deal with them (e.g. :; :); the implication is that
he is referring to questions asked in a letter.

. Quick changes of subject show that Paul was going through the
points raised in a letter.
Rendel Harris argued the case, and it was accepted by Frame,

Lake and others. It is possible, but the evidence is far from conclu-
sive. If Paul had a letter from the Thessalonians, why does he not
mention it somewhere (cf.  Cor. :)? It is better to see Paul as deal-
ing with points made in an oral report by Timothy and Silas. The
principal points that called for attention seem to have been the
following:

. The Jewish opponents of the Christian way were maintaining
a campaign in which a principal element seems to have been slan-
der of Paul. If they could have succeeded in demonstrating that his
conduct was dishonourable they might well have made it very diffi-
cult for his converts to hold their ground. They appear to have insinu-
ated that Paul’s aim was to make a profit out of them, that he was
like some of the wandering teachers of philosophy or religion who
abounded at this time. So, too, they apparently made capital out of
his failure to return, alleging that it showed him to have no real love
for his converts. They probably suggested that there was nothing
divine about Paul’s message, and that it had originated in the

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

. The Expositor, Fifth Series, VIII, pp. ff.
. See further, Hendriksen, pp. –.
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apostle’s own fertile mind. Paul is answering allegations of this kind
throughout his first three chapters, and the fact that he thought it
necessary to devote so much space to the topic may indicate that the
whispering campaign was having some measure of success.

. There was persecution by the pagans (:).
. In a pagan environment pressure was always being exerted on

those newly converted to revert to easy-going pagan standards in
sexual matters (:–).

. Some of the Christians had apparently understood Paul to have
said that Christ would come back and receive them all to himself.
When some of them died they thought this meant that they would
lose their share in the glory that would come with the return of
Christ (:–).

. It is possible that some were worried about when Christ’s
return would take place (:–).

. Some of the brothers seem to have been content to live off
their fellows, instead of earning their own living (:–).

. A tension may have been present between some of the lead-
ing members and the rest of the congregation (:–).

. There may have been some difficulty about the work of the
Holy Spirit and the importance to be attached to spiritual gifts
(:–).
Some argue for consistent opposition from one group of oppon-

ents, e.g. W. Schmithal’s view that Gnostics were in mind or R.
Jewett’s discussion of ‘enthusiastic radicals’ (see Best, pp. –, for
a good summary). But the evidence indicates a variety of opponents
and problems.
Much of this is explicable as the difficulties which a young, very

enthusiastic, but as yet imperfectly instructed, church would naturally
encounter as it sought to live out its faith. We meet the weak and the
faint-hearted, the idlers and theworkers, the visionaries and the puzzled.
So Paul the pastor wrote to meet the need of his flock. It is clear

enough that, on the whole, he was well satisfied with the progress
the Thessalonians had made; indeed, the news brought to him had
thrilled him. But he was never the man to dwell on past achieve-
ments, whether his own or those of his converts. So he applies him-
self at once to the task of meeting the needs that had become
apparent. The result is a moving document; while it is true that many

  A N D  T H E S S A L O N I A N S
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of the important Pauline doctrines are absent, it is also true that the
letter shows us something of Paul’s pastoral zeal and his intense
interest in the spiritual well-being of his converts. Here we catch a
glimpse of Paul the man in a way not always obvious when he is
taken up with questions of more profound theological significance.

. The authenticity of  Thessalonians

The authenticity of this epistle is supported by considerations such
as the following:

. This letter is, if anything, better attested than the first. Polycarp,
Ignatius and Justin all seem to have known it; it is included in the
Marcionite canon and the Muratorian Fragment; Irenaeus quotes it
by name. Thereafter it is universally accepted.

. The vocabulary, style and basic theology are as Pauline as those
of  Thessalonians.

. The general situation presupposed and the contents are in
agreement with what we might expect if Paul were the author.

. There seems no suitable alternative. If Paul did not write the
letter we must suppose that a forger did. We cannot regard it as a
well-intentioned writing under the general coverage of the apostle’s
name, for it claims to have Paul’s authentic signature ( Thess. :).
But what possible motive could a forger have? Unless the letter is
written to meet the genuine need of the Thessalonian church there
seems no point in it. Nor can we understand why the forger should
make it so like  Thessalonians, or for that matter how he did it. He
must have entered very fully into the apostle’s mind.

. Finally, there is the point (made by von Dobschütz and others)
that the only reason for doubting the authenticity of Thessalonians
is that we possess Thessalonians. It is strange to reject an epistle that
contains nothing un-Pauline and bears all themarks of a Pauline writ-
ing, simply because another Pauline writing is markedly similar.
Such considerations convince many, but by no means all. Masson,

Marxsen and others deny that the letter is Pauline. They adduce
arguments such as the following:

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

. See, for example, G. Bornkamm, The New Testament, p. ; R. Bultmann,
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