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GENERAL PREFACE

The aim of this series of Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries, as
it was in the companion volumes on the New Testament, is to pro-
vide the student of the Bible with a handy, up-to-date commentary
on each book, with the primary emphasis on exegesis. Major crit-
ical questions are discussed in the introductions and additional
notes, while undue technicalities have been avoided.
While all are united in their belief in the divine inspiration, essen-

tial trustworthiness and practical relevance of the sacred writings,
individual authors have freely made their own contributions within
the limits of the space available. These restrictions on length –
essential if the books are to be produced at reasonable prices – bear
more hardly on authors handling larger books. This is one reason
why commentaries in the series will differ from each other in treat-
ment, a fact exemplified by the two contributions brought together
in this volume. Another is the impossibility, and indeed undesirability,
of imposing detailed uniformity of method in the handling of such
varied subject matter, form and style as the books of the Old Tes-
tament.
In the Old Testament in particular no single English translation

is adequate to reflect the original text. The authors of these com-
mentaries freely quote various versions, therefore, or give their own
translation, in the endeavour to make the more difficult passages or
words meaningful today. Where necessary, words from the Hebrew
(and Aramaic) Text underlying their studies are transliterated. This
will help the reader who may be unfamiliar with the Semitic
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 J U D G E S A N D R U T H

languages to identify the word under discussion and thus to follow
the argument. It assumed throughout that the reader will have ready
access to one, or more, reliable rendering of the Bible in English.
There are signs of a renewed interest in the meaning and message

of the Old Testament and it is hoped that this series will thus fur-
ther the systematic study of the revelation of God and his will and
ways as seen in these records. It is the prayer of the editor and pub-
lisher, as of the authors, that these books will help many to under-
stand, and to respond to, the Word of God today.

D. J. Wiseman
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Judges
An Introduction and Commentary

Arthur E. Cundall
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

Few periods in Israel’s eventful history are as important as the period
of the judges. During these centuries the nation took the wrong turn-
ing that led to her downfall and near-destruction. The apostasy of the
later generations has its origin in the early years of the settlement, and
there is a clear line between the time when the nation first went after
Baal and the dark age when the Jerusalem Temple itself was defiled
with all the trappings of the Baal worship, not excluding cultic pros-
titutes ( Kgs :–). There is much in Judges to sadden the heart
of the reader; perhaps no book in the Bible witnesses so clearly to our
human frailty. But there are also unmistakable signs of the divine
compassion and long-suffering. It may be that the modern reader of
Judges will hear the warning voice of the Spirit, ‘This is not the way,
walk ye not in it.’ Or, as the lives of these lesser-saviours are consid-
ered, there may be a realization of the need in modern times of a
greater Saviour, of unblemished life, who is able to effect a perfect
deliverance, not only in time but for eternity.
I am conscious of the limitations of this commentary especially

when the need for brevity has led to an over-simplification of some
of the problems, but I trust that the advanced student will not be
misled, even if discussion of some technical points has had to be
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curtailed. An endeavour has been made to set the history and reli-
gion of the period in the wider sweep of the biblical revelation. Many
students shrink from the very immensity of the Old Testament,
including as it does  books, covering over  years and involv-
ing so many other nations besides Israel. But there are rich rewards
waiting those who make the effort to grasp the detail of the histor-
ical revelation. Books that were treasured before will shine with a
new lustre and the Bible itself will come alive in a new way. Inci-
dentally, Judges is one of the books where the use of a good Bible
atlas is essential.
I am deeply grateful to Professor D. J. Wiseman for a number of

helpful suggestions which I have incorporated into the text, and to
the publishers for their encouragement and assistance throughout.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the continued encouragement
and help of my wife, not least in the typing of the manuscript.

Arthur E. Cundall

 J U D G E S
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INTRODUCTION

. Title and place in the Canon

The book of Judges derives its English title from the Latin Liber
Judicumwhich itself rests upon the LXX Kritai (‘judges’). The Hebrew
title is šôpĕt.îm. The English title is apt to be misleading, since it con-
veys the idea of a group of men whose principal task was in the legal
sphere, arbitrating in disputes between men. A cursory reading of
Judges will show that this was, in fact, a subsidiary function of its
leading characters. The clue to the connotation of the Hebrew may
be found in :, ‘And the Lord raised up judges, which saved them
out of the hand of those that spoiled them’ (RV). The judges were
primarily the ‘saviours’ or ‘deliverers’ of their people from their ene-
mies. Nowhere in the book is the noun šôpe-t. used directly of an indi-
vidual, but the associated verbal form is found in connection with
Othniel (:), Deborah (:), Tola (:), Jair (:), Jephthah (:),
Ibzan (:, ), Elon (:), Abdon (:, ) and Samson (:;
:). In :, in the context of the Ammonite oppression, the
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Lord is described as a šôpe-t.. This conception may be said to form the
background of the book: the Lord is the real Judge of his people; it
is he who gives them into the hands of their oppressors; it is he who
raises up deliverers for them; it is his Spirit, coming uponmen, which
equips them for their tasks (:; :; :; :, ; :).
This raises a point of considerable importance. These men who

were raised up to be the saviours of their people were characterized
by peculiar qualities which were believed to be the manifestation of
a unique endowment from the Lord. The people could recognize this
quality as it was revealed in life and action, its most spectacular mani-
festation being in delivering Israel from foreign domination. This
attitude was not confined to the period of the judges. Saul was
marked out by this charismatic quality ( Sam. :) which was dis-
played openly when he delivered the citizens of Jabesh-gilead from
the Ammonites. David received such an anointing ( Sam. :)
which accounted, in measure, for his mighty exploits and his success
in battle, a fact not overlooked by the northern tribes when they
invited him to be their king ( Sam. :). It was not until the estab-
lishment of the dynastic principle in Judah that the evidence of
charismatic qualities in its leaders became less significant; in Israel,
with its many successful rebellions against the reigning king, the exer-
cise of these unusual qualities probably continued to be a factor in
the acceptance or rejection of a contender for the throne.
Military prowess was, however, not the only way in which this

divine endowment could be revealed, for wisdom and discernment
were equally the gifts of God. No warlike deeds are recorded of any
of the minor judges (apart from Shamgar, :). In all probability
they were distinguished from their fellows by mental and moral qual-
ities. It is possible that they became the guardians and interpreters
of that portion of the Mosaic tradition concerned with the casuis-
tic laws, applying them to local disputes. But it would be unwise to
attempt to make too precise a distinction between the military and

 J U D G E S

. This word conveniently describes this unique quality of the judges. It
derives from the Greek noun charisma, meaning a ‘free favour’, ‘gift’ or
‘endowment’, and was first used in this connection by the prominent
German sociologist, Max Weber.

Judges 23 June:Layout 1  22/7/08  16:00  Page 18



the pacific judges. Deborah was already established as an arbiter in
the everyday affairs of her countrymen when she was called to take
the lead in delivering her people from the Canaanite oppression (:,
). Similarly Samuel, whose position as a judge as well as a prophet
reminds us that the period of the judges is not coterminous with the
book of Judges, both delivered the nation from the Philistines and
acted as a magistrate ( Sam. :–; cf. :–). Conversely it
should be observed that we have insufficient information about the
minor judges to be able to state dogmatically that they were totally
devoid of the military qualities of the better-known judges. Indeed,
it is recorded of one of them, Tola the son of Puah, that he ‘arose
to save Israel’ (:, RV). One further factor to be noted is that the
high priest, by virtue of his position at the central shrine, may be
regarded as a judge, since the sanctuary was the traditional place for
the settlement of disputes as well as the place where the blessing of
God was sought before a military campaign.
Thus the book of Judges derives its name from the term used to

describe the activities of its leading characters. These men (and, of
course, Deborah) possessed outstanding qualities of leadership
which were conceived to be the result of God’s Spirit coming upon
them. The more spectacular evidence of this possession, and there-
fore the most likely to be remembered by posterity, was the shattering
of the yoke of an oppressor. Other qualities assumed prominence
when the national emergencies receded, and those who manifested
these gifts were respected and sought out by those in need of advice
or arbitration. While there are parallels to the functions of the
judges in the suffetes of Phoenicia and Carthaginia and, to a lesser
extent, in the consuls of Rome, the concept of the direct action of
God’s Spirit upon men made this group unique in ancient history.
In the English Bible the book of Judges would be classified

amongst the historical books, but in the Hebrew Bible it is placed in
the second of the three sections, the Law, the Prophets and theWrit-
ings. This section is itself divided into two, the Former Prophets and
the Latter Prophets, each containing four books. Judges is the
second book in the Former Prophets, following immediately after
Joshua. The implication of the inclusion of dominantly historical
books amongst the Prophets should be carefully noted, for it reveals
a fundamental attitude of the Israelite historians. They were not

I N T R O D U C T I O N 
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concerned merely to compile an authoritative record of their nation’s
history; their motive was to draw out the religious truths which were
implicit in that history. This in turn witnesses to their developed
sense of the sovereignty of God, whose mind and will were dis-
cernible through historical events as well as through the words of
his servants the prophets.
A view which is widely held today is that Judges is part of the

‘Deuteronomic History’ which includes the books of Deuteronomy,
Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings. It must be objected that the rea-
sons for removing Deuteronomy from its traditional place in the
Pentateuch are slight, yet there is some justification for this view.
Deuteronomy looks forward as well as backwards and so leads on
naturally to the period of settlement in the Promised Land. More-
over, the attitude of the editors responsible for the collecting and
shaping of Israel’s history reflects clearly the spiritual principles set
out in Deuteronomy. These will be dealt with in the relevant sections
of the text. At the moment it may simply be noted that Judges forms
part of the official historical record of Israel.

. Composition, structure and date

A cursory reading of Judges reveals that it is, in the main, a com-
pilation of independent stories, most of which centre on an indi-
vidual. This applies particularly in the central and major portion of
the book, namely : – :, where it is apparent that these stories
have been carefully integrated into a framework of editorial intro-
duction and comment. The opening and closing sections of the
book, : – : and : – :, do not fit into this pattern and must
be considered separately, thus making three main divisions. Before
attention is given to each of these individually, two points may be
observed. First, that even in the second and major section of the
book events have been selected. Whether the editor had access to a
larger corpus of historical information is a matter of conjecture.
What has been preserved provides an insight into conditions at dif-
ferent times and in different parts of the country, as will become

 J U D G E S

. Cf. Noth, p. .
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clear when the chronology of the period is considered. Secondly, the
period of the judges did not terminate until Saul’s accession to the
throne.  Samuel , which reiterates the principles of God’s deal-
ings with Israel in the pre-monarchic period and applies them to the
changed situation, may be regarded as marking the end of an era. A
complete discussion of the period of the judges must take  Samuel
 –  into account and also the book of Ruth.

a. The settlement in Canaan (: ‒ :)
In this section we have a number of incidents connected with
the Conquest of the land, the focus being upon the individual
tribes. The part played by the tribes of Judah, Simeon and their asso-
ciates in the conquest of the south receives attention in :– and
the capture of Bethel by the Joseph tribes is dealt with in :–.
The greater part of the remainder of the first chapter is concerned
with the incomplete nature of the Conquest, and a catalogue is made
of the unconquered territory in each of the tribal portions. The frag-
mentary nature of the record makes it virtually certain that we have
here selections from a settlement narrative which is independent of
the account in the book of Joshua and therefore of great value.
There are close parallels between the two accounts, e.g. Judges

:–,  (cf. Josh. :–); Judges : (cf. Josh. :); Judges
:,  (cf. Josh. :–); Judges : (cf. Josh. :). The minor
points of difference will be dealt with in the commentary on the text.
But what appears to be a major difference is that in Judges attention
is given to the individual participating tribes, particularly Judah,
whereas in Joshua the Conquest is viewed as the work of the united
tribes under one leader. The difficulty cannot be sidestepped by the
supposition that Judges  is a history of the later stages of the Con-
quest after the death of Joshua, as would appear from :a. Such a
view would increase rather than reduce the problem, since the par-
allels with events in Joshua are too close.
It is possible, however, to magnify the differences and regard the

record in Judges as a contradictory account of the Conquest as some
scholars maintain. This view is occasionally linked with the theory
of a composite invasion of the land, the main thrust coming from
the ‘Rachel’ tribes but with two other movements coming respec-
tively from the north (the ‘handmaiden tribes’) and the south (the

I N T R O D U C T I O N 
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‘Leah’ tribes). Scholars who support this concept of a three-pronged
invasion suggest that in Judges  there is the record of Judah’s infil-
tration and invasion from the south. But this overlooks the fact that,
while in this whole section (:–) the movement is from south to
north – dealing successively with Judah and Simeon, the house of
Joseph and, finally, the northern tribes – in the section which
recounts the exploits of Judah and Simeon the movement generally
is from north to south, beginning at Jerusalem. This would be inex-
plicable if Judah and Simeon had not entered the land with the
remainder of the tribes and thenmoved southwards to possess their
inheritance. When certain other considerations are borne in mind the
differences between the accounts of Joshua and Judges become less
significant and they are seen as complementary rather than as con-
tradictory. They are:

. The attention given to the southern tribes, particularly Judah,
in Judges :–, probably indicates that this is an extract from a
southern version of the Conquest, placing particular stress upon the
part played by its own members.

. This section is, in itself, generally acknowledged to be incom-
plete. The reason for its inclusion lay in the fact that its delineation
of unoccupied territory serves as the background to the events
which followed when Israel, lacking cohesion between its con-
stituent tribes, was itself the object of attack by some of the nations
it failed to subjugate. Too much weight must not be placed upon the
selection of events introduced here.

. It is inaccurate to suppose that the book of Joshua depicts
a complete conquest and occupation of the whole land in a relatively
short space of time. In the speeches of Joshua reference is made
frequently to the incompleteness of the occupation (e.g. Josh. :–
; cf. :; :, , –; :–) and earlier on in the narrative
there are hints that the campaign was a protracted one (e.g.
Josh. :). Victories are indeed claimed over the armies of many
of the cities listed in Judges, but the defeat of an army and the
death of its king, even the destruction of a city, does not involve the
occupation of the city. There may well be a certain idealization in the
record (e.g. Josh. :; :–; :) and reference to these pas-
sages alone could be used to support the view of a complete con-
quest and occupation. But certain sections do not support this view

 J U D G E S

Judges 23 June:Layout 1  22/7/08  16:00  Page 22



and the tension of evidence suggests a great victory but an incom-
plete one.

. It must be borne in mind that the account in Joshua does not
come from a writer whose sole concern was the accurate setting out
of the facts of history. This does not mean that it is unhistorical, but
it does mean that caution must be used in applying the methods of
twentieth-century historians. Hebrew history is theocratic history; its
emphasis is religious rather than military and political, but it does not
differentiate between political, religious and social elements. Stress
is placed upon the Lord as the One who had given them the land and
upon Joshua his chief representative. The book of Joshua, when
taken as a whole, does not give a misleading picture; the fact is openly
noted that ‘there remains yet very much land to be possessed’ (Josh.
:).

. Joshua, as the commander-in-chief of the Israelite forces, may
occasionally be given the credit for action carried out by the indi-
vidual tribes. Thus the operation of the tribe of Judah noted in
Judges :ff. may well have followed soon after Joshua’s campaign
against the southern confederacy of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth,
Lachish and Eglon (Josh. ), forming part of the overall strategy.
Before passing on to the next section some explanation must be

given concerning the opening words of the book, ‘And it came to
pass after the death of Joshua’ (RV). The opinion has already been
expressed that the events of : – : are to be connected with
the invasion under Joshua’s command and are therefore before,
not subsequent to, his death. A comparison of Joshua :–
with Judges :– suggests strongly that the first section of the
present book of Judges, although contemporary with the events
narrated, was included at a later date and so interrupts the continu-
ity of Joshua and Judges :ff. The death of Joshua is noted in
Joshua : and Judges :. It is likely that, when the book of Judges
assumed its present form, the opening words were added not
with reference to the section which followed immediately after-
wards (i.e. :b – :) but with a more general application to the
whole book as dealing with the situation in the post-Joshua age.
Indeed, the suggestion that the opening words were the original title
of the book is most plausible and entirely in accordance with
Israelite usage.

I N T R O D U C T I O N 
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b. Israel’s judges (: ‒ :)
In this central section we are introduced to the twelve main charac-
ters from whom the book derives its name: Othniel (:–), Ehud
(:–), Deborah, with Barak in support (, ), Gideon ( – ),
Jephthah (: – :) and Samson ( – ). These are usually
regarded as the major judges while the minor judges, considered in
far less detail, are Shamgar (:), Tola and Jair (:–) and Ibzan,
Elon and Abdon (:–). The stories of the major judges are
recounted with great animation and vividness, which has made
them popular with teachers and preachers down the ages. Who has
not wondered at the craftiness of Ehud, at the transformation from
timidity to highest courage in Gideon, or at the potentiality and
degeneration of Samson?
It is apparent that the stories themselves are older than the frame-

work in which they are set. They may be regarded as contempor-
aneous with the events described and it is likely that they were
handed down in oral form for some time before they were com-
mitted to writing. It is probable that this period was brief, since
modern archaeological research suggests that oral and written
sources were contemporary in the tradition of the Ancient Near
East. Our increasing knowledge of the accuracy with which trad-
itions of ancient peoples, such as the Israelites, have been handed
down through the ages guards against the assumption of major devi-
ations occurring in the narratives themselves during this period. In
the case of oral tradition there would always be the check of a large
number of others who would know these stories off by heart. Thus
there was probably a considerable period during which the stories
were transmitted in both written and oral forms before they were
gathered together into the present selection. Possibly there were
other, earlier collections. ‘The Book of theWars of the Lord’ (Num.
:) or ‘the Book of Jashar’ (Josh. :;  Sam. :) may have
been among the sources used, but there can be no certainty of this.
A further suggestion is that some of the narratives preserved in

Judges are compounded of two or even three variant versions: the
stories of Gideon and Jephthah, in particular, have frequently been
examined in an attempt to discover the underlying strands. Persist-
ent endeavours have been made by other scholars to show that in
Judges there is a continuation of the two main strata which are still

 J U D G E S
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widely held to underlie the Pentateuch – the Yahweh source, eman-
ating from the south, and the Elohist source, coming from the
north at a later date and lacking some of the vigour of the earlier ver-
sion. But the whole documentary theory of the origin of the Pen-
tateuch is being seriously challenged at the moment. While it still
commands substantial support, it has been subjected to considerable
modification and is now no longer regarded as ‘cut and dried’, as it
was by an earlier generation. The conservative view that the Penta-
teuch is substantially the work of Moses commands greater respect
today than it has for some generations. Of particular interest is the
fact that the attempt to analyse the books of Joshua and Judges into
clearly distinguishable strata has now been generally abandoned.

We must admit that we do not know whether or not our editor
had access to one or more documents or traditions, nor need it con-
cern us. As we shall see, the final selection was made by an editor or
editors who were concerned to impress moral and spiritual truths
which they conceived to be fundamental to God’s dealings with his
chosen people. Subsequent generations have seen here and in other
parts of the Bible a divine oversight of selection and presentation
which makes it in a real sense the Word of God.
It should be observed that we must not lightly import our western

methods of investigation and analysis into our study of AncientNear-
Eastern documents. For example, no fewer than five reasons are
advanced in the book of Judges for the failure of the Israelites to
occupy the land of Canaan. It was because of the superior arms and
fortifications of the Canaanites (:); because of Israel’s disposition
tomake alliances with the inhabitants of the land (:–); because Israel
had sinned and must be punished (:, ); because God was prov-
ing Israel’s faithfulness (:, ; :); and finally, it was so that Israel
might be instructed in the arts of war (:–). To suggest that there is
inconsistency here would do despite to the basic Hebrew approach to

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

. C. A. Simpson, The Composition of the Book of Judges (Blackwell, ), is
one of the exceptions to this statement. The author claims to detect
three main sources (J, J, and E), with a further subsidiary source
(chapters  – ) which he calls C. Few contemporary scholars would
be so confident of tracing the underlying sources with such precision.
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life, with its highly developed conception of the sovereignty of God.
Israel had failed to occupy the land for very good reasons and so the
former inhabitants remained in the land, but God overruled even this
for his people’s good. There is no need to allege two ormore traditions;
all five reasons could have suggested themselves to the same Hebrew
mind at various times and in differing contexts.Or again, we could cavil
at the way in which Israel is said to have been given into the hand of
a certain oppressor and subsequently delivered and governed by a par-
ticular judge, whilst the contextmakes it clear that only aminority of the
tribes and a relatively small area of the land were affected. An explan-
ation of this may lie in the Hebrew conception of racial solidarity.
Attention has already been drawn to the carefully ordered frame-

work into which the narratives are placed. A similarity of pattern is
exhibited in two ways:

. In the introductions to the stories of Othniel (:ff.), Ehud
(:ff.), Deborah (:ff.), Gideon (:ff.), Jephthah (:ff.). and
Samson (:).

. In the conclusions to these narratives, where the overthrow of
the oppressing nation is noted together with the period during
which the land had rest (e.g. :, ; :; :; :). A variation is
sometimes introduced, in which the period of office of a particu-
lar judge is noted (e.g. :, ; :, , , ; :; :).
Chapter : – : may be regarded as an introduction to the stor-

ies of the judges, setting out the general principles operative through-
out the period. The historian sees a pattern of events which forms
a recurring cycle containing four elements: the children of Israel do
that which is evil in the sight of the Lord; the Lord delivers them into
the hand of an oppressor; in their distress they cry to the Lord; the
Lord raises them up a deliverer. Thus there is a cycle of apostasy,
servitude, supplication and salvation. It is this process which is
followed closely in the succeeding chapters.
This section of the book of Judges can be said to be interpreta-

tive history and we are indebted to the historian for elucidating the
spiritual principles inherent in his nation’s traditions. The editorial
comments, as would be expected, highlight these principles more
clearly than the narratives themselves. Indeed, there are occasions
where the leading characters were less than praiseworthy. Gideon, in
the course of delivering the nation, took the opportunity to settle a
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blood-feud (:–); Jephthah appears as an opportunist with but
a scanty knowledge of the Lord’s requirements; whilst some of the
exploits of Samson have often been likened to practical jokes. These
facts themselves are important as witnesses to the decadence of the
age. But there are evidences that the principles delineated by the his-
torian are not alien importations into these ancient traditions but
rather a fundamental element in the relationship between God and
Israel. For instance, in the Song of Deborah the impoverishment and
disorder of the nation is attributed to its apostasy (:–).

c. Appendices (: ‒ :)
In the final section of the book there are two unconnected incidents:
Micah and the Danite migration (, ) and the incident of the
Levite’s outraged concubine and its sequel ( – ). There is much
here of an unsavoury nature, yet the documentation of the debased
religious and moral standards of the age is of first-rate importance,
as are also the allusions to the prevailing social and political condi-
tions. The standpoint of the writer is clear; the oft-repeated obser-
vation ‘there was no king in Israel’ (:; :; :; :) shows that
he looked back from the time of the monarchy and accounted for
the disorder of the earlier period by the absence of the firm rule of
a king. These editorial comments are not of the same kind as those
in the second section of the book and this has led many to suggest
a different editor. But it may be that the vastly different subject
matter is sufficient to account for the absence of comment of a
more specifically religious nature – the stories speak for themselves.
It is possible that they were handed down in Danite and Benjamite
circles respectively before being incorporated into the larger collec-
tion of Israelite traditions. Not all scholars would give assent to this,
however, since the stories do not reveal the tribes of Dan and Ben-
jamin in a particularly complimentary light.

We are now in a position to attempt a reconstruction of the way
in which the book of Judges assumed its present form. The suc-
cessive stages may be noted:

. An oral stage, closely following the events themselves, the
traditions being transmitted amongst those tribes affected by the
events described.

I N T R O D U C T I O N 
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. The reducing of these traditions to writing. The most likely time
for this is a matter of dispute, but the earlier period of the monar-
chy has the strongest and most consistent claim. Obviously the
combining of these traditions could come about only when there
was the consciousness of a national unity and this would be a fea-
ture of that period. Moreover, the time of David and Solomon was
the golden age of the nation in which it prospered to such an extent
that the Israelite Empire was possibly the greatest power in the Fer-
tile Crescent. Such an age would be creative in the realm of the arts
and there would also be a vital interest in the nation’s traditions.
Attention has already been drawn to the standpoint of the editor of
Judges  – . Clearly he looked upon the monarchy as the solution
to the ills of the former age. Such order and stability were more the
features of the early monarchy than the later monarchy, and, if pre-
cision be not too presumptuous, of the earlier part of David’s rule
over the united kingdom. Tradition, recording the literary activities
of Samuel, Nathan andGad, lends some general support to this view
( Chr. :;  Chr. :). Indeed the Talmud preserves the trad-
ition that Samuel was the author of Judges, which is unlikely since
Samuel’s attitude to the monarchy (e.g.  Sam. ) is at variance with
that of the editor of Judges  – , where the monarchy is viewed
in a favourable light. A date for the book of Judges about  BC

seems not unreasonable, although dogmatism is out of place.
. It is likely that the first draft of Judges contained the majority

of the present book, i.e. : – :. As has been pointed out, chap-
ters  –  have been regarded as a later addition and there are cer-
tain other sections in the book, notably the Abimelech episode ()
and the final chapter of the Samson stories () which, because of
the absence of the usual editorial comment, are not held to be ori-
ginal in the view of a few scholars. As well as this view, i.e. that these
sections are later interpolations, there is the view that there were two
editings of the book, these sections being omitted from the first
edition but re-incorporated in the second edition, thus escaping
the editorial treatment that was characteristic of the earlier version.

 J U D G E S

. The usual designation for the region extending from Egypt, through
Palestine, Syria and Mesopotamia to the Persian Gulf.
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The conjectural nature of this hypothesis is apparent, and it is suf-
ficient explanation to assume that these stories, because of their
nature, did not lend themselves to the religious editorial comment
that was employed elsewhere.

. The final stage came with the addition of : – :, which was,
as has been noted, an extract from an ancient account of the Con-
quest and settlement. It is likely that this was added at a very early
date, possibly by the original historian, and that this is the only
extant trace of this independent account.

. We cannot rule out the possibility of further editorial shaping,
probably of a minor nature, when the book of Judges was incor-
porated into the complete official history of Israel from the settle-
ment in Canaan to the destruction of Jerusalem in  BC, i.e. the
books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings. It is likely that this his-
tory was completed in the earliest period of the Babylonian captiv-
ity by a Jew who had access to the secular and religious records of
the nation and who saw clearly the principles involved in the Lord’s
rejection of Judah.

. While the foregoing sections provide a reasonable explanation
of the composition of Judges, a case can be advanced for an even
closer relationship of the constituent parts. We have referred to the
editor of Judges, indicating that he made use of already existing
material. The word author, however, could well be used, since the
material is so carefully integrated into a purposeful whole. In the first
section of the book (: – :) there is a selection of events indicating
Israel’s failure and culminating in the charge that the nation had
broken the covenant with the Lord. In the second section (: –
:) the writer shows that this act of apostasy was repeated in the
following generations in the recurring cycle already observed. But it
is not an entirely regular cycle, for as the period wears on there is a

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

. It has been observed that the point of view of the whole narrative is
often called ‘deuteronomic’ because its finest expression is found in
Deuteronomy. Our use of the adjective, however, does not
automatically indicate an acceptance of a late date for the promulgation
of Deuteronomy. There has been increasing support in recent years for
an early date for Deuteronomy.
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marked deterioration. ‘From Abimelech’s time on, the land does not
recover its peace; deliverance is less complete; Jephthah fails where
Gideon succeeded in avoiding civil war. If the Samson episode is
regarded as part of the central theme – and this is implied by :–
 – then at the very end there is lacking something which is normally
regarded as basic to this theme; for Samson is a judge in Israel, but
he does not effect any real liberation from the foreign enemy.’ The
Abimelech episode, normally regarded as outside the general pattern
of the main narrative, witnesses to conditions in the vicinity of
Shechem, where the worship of Baal-berith was dominant (:; :,
, ). In the final section (: – :) the two stories are suffi-
ciently indicative of the moral and spiritual condition of the age to
need no comment from the writer. Thus viewed, there is the skilful
assembling of the various parts that make up our present book, with
the creation of an atmosphere which anticipates the revival in
Israel’s religion which accompanied the institution of the monarchy,
particularly in the time of David.

. The historical limits and chronology of the period

There is fairly general agreement today amongst scholars that the
Conquest of Canaan took place in the latter part of the thirteenth
century BC. This consensus of opinion comes after decades of con-
troversy between the protagonists for a fifteenth-century BC date for
the Exodus and Conquest and those who supported a thirteenth-
century date. There is no place here for a full discussion, but amongst
the evidence that has led to greater support for the later date we may
note:

. The Tell el-Amarna correspondence of the fourteenth century
BC between Egypt and her vassal city-states in Canaan points to a
period before, not after, the main Israelite invasion.

. The events associated with the Israelite bondage in Egypt fit
easily into the period of the th Egyptian dynasty, i.e. from about
 BC.

 J U D G E S

. J. P. U. Lilley, ‘A Literary Appreciation of the Book of Judges’, in Tyndale
Bulletin, , , pp. f.
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