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I N DE X  OF  C O U N T R I E S

Afghanistan 

Albania 

Algeria 

American Samoa 

Andorra 

Angola 

Anguilla 

Antigua & Barbuda 

Argentina 

Armenia 

Aruba 

Australia 

Austria 

Azerbaijan 

Bahamas, The 

Bahrain 

Bangladesh 

Barbados 

Belarus 

Belgium 

Belize 

Benin 

Bermuda 

Bhutan 

Bolivia 

Bosnia 

Botswana 

Bougainville see Papua New Guinea 

Brazil 

Britain see United Kingdom 

British Indian Ocean Territory 

British Virgin Islands 

Brunei 

Bulgaria 

Burkina Faso 

Burma see Myanmar 

Burundi 

Cambodia 

Cameroon 

Canada 

Canary Islands see Spain 

Cape Verde Islands 

Caribbean see The Americas 

Caroline Islands see Micronesia 

Cayman Islands 

Central African Republic 

Chad 

Channel Islands see United Kingdom 

Chile 

China, People’s Republic of 

China, Hong Kong 

China, Macau 

China, Taiwan 

Christmas Island see Australia 

Cocos (Keeling) Islands see Australia 

Colombia 

Comoros 

Congo, Democratic Republic of the (Also 

Congo-DRC or DRC) (Kinshasa) 

Congo, Republic of (Brazzaville) 

Cook Islands 

Costa Rica 

Côte d’Ivoire 

Croatia 

Cuba 

Curaçao 

Cyprus 

Czech Republic 

Denmark 

Djibouti 

Dominica 

Dominican Republic 



East Timor see Timor Leste

Eastern Samoa see American Samoa

Ecuador 

Egypt 

El Salvador 

England see United Kingdom 

Equatorial Guinea 

Eritrea 

Estonia 

Ethiopia 

Faeroe Islands 

Falkland Islands 

Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) see 

Micronesia

Fiji 

Finland 

France 

French Guiana 

French Polynesia 

Gabon 

Gambia, The 

Gaza Strip see Palestine

Georgia 

Germany 

Ghana 

Gibraltar 

Gilbert Islands see Kiribati

Great Britain see United Kingdom

Greece 

Greenland 

Grenada 

Guadeloupe 

Guam 

Guatemala 

Guinea 

Guinea-Bissau 

Guyana 

Haiti 

Holland see Netherlands

Holy See (Vatican City State) 

Honduras 

Hong Kong see China, Hong Kong

Hungary 

Iceland 

India 

Indonesia 

Iran 

Iraq 

Ireland 

Ireland, Northern see United Kingdom

Irian Jaya (now [West] Papua) see Indonesia

Isle of Man see United Kingdom

Israel 

Italy 

Ivory Coast see Côte d’Ivoire

Jamaica 

Jan Mayen Islands see Norway

Japan 

Johnston Island see Guam

Jordan 

Kashmir see India and Pakistan

Kazakhstan 

Kenya 

Kiribati 

Korea, Democratic People’s Republic of 

(North) 

Korea, Republic of (South) 

Kosovo see Serbia

Kuwait 

Kyrgyzstan 

Laos 

Latvia 

Lebanon 

Leeward Islands see separate states

Lesotho 

Liberia 

Libya 

Liechtenstein 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

Macau see China, Macau

Macedonia 

Madagascar 

Malawi 



Malaysia 

Maldives 

Mali 

Malta 

Malvinas, Islas see Falkland Islands

Marshall Islands see Micronesia

Martinique 

Mauritania 

Mauritius 

Mayotte 

Mexico 

Micronesia 

Midway Island see Guam

Moldova (Moldavia) 

Monaco 

Mongolia 

Montenegro 

Montserrat 

Morocco 

Mozambique 

Myanmar 

Namibia 

Nauru 

Nepal 

Netherlands 

Netherlands Antilles see separate states

New Caledonia 

New Guinea see Papua New Guinea and 

Indonesia ([West] Papua)

New Zealand 

Nicaragua 

Niger 

Nigeria 

Niue see Cook Islands

Norfolk Island see Australia

North Korea see Korea, Democratic People’s 

Republic of

Northern Cyprus see Cyprus

Northern Mariana Islands see Micronesia

Norway 

Oman 

Pakistan 

Palau see Micronesia

Palestine 

Panama 

Papua New Guinea 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Philippines 

Pitcairn Islands see Cook Islands

Poland 

Portugal 

Puerto Rico 

Qatar 

Réunion 

Romania 

Russia 

Rwanda 

Sahara, Western see Morocco

Samoa 

San Marino 

São Tomé & Príncipe 

Saudi Arabia 

Scotland see United Kingdom

Senegal 

Serbia 

Seychelles 

Sierra Leone 

Singapore 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

Solomon Islands 

Somalia 

South Africa 

South Sudan 

South Korea see Korea, Republic of

Spain 

Sri Lanka 

St Barthélemy 

St Helena 

St Kitts & Nevis 

St Lucia 

St Maarten 

St Martin 



St Pierre & Miquelon 

St Vincent 

Sudan 

Suriname 

Svalbard see Norway 

Swaziland 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Syria 

Taiwan see China, Taiwan

Tajikistan 

Tanzania 

Thailand 

Tibet see China, People’s Republic of

Timor Leste 

Timor Lorosae see Timor Leste

Togo 

Tokelau see Cook Islands

Tonga 

Trinidad & Tobago 

Tunisia 

Turkey 

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus see 

Cyprus

Turkmenistan 

Turks & Caicos Islands 

Tuvalu 

UAE see United Arab Emirates

Uganda 

UK see United Kingdom

Ukraine 

United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland 

United States of America 

Uruguay 

US Virgin Islands see Virgin Islands of the 

USA

USA see United States of America

Uzbekistan 

Vanuatu 

Vatican City State see Holy See

Venezuela 

Vietnam 

Virgin Islands see British Virgin Islands and 

Virgin Islands of the USA

Virgin Islands of the USA 

Wake Island see Guam

Wallis and Futuna Islands 

Wales see United Kingdom

West Bank see Palestine

West Indies see separate states

Western Sahara see Morocco

Western Samoa see Samoa

Windward Islands see separate states

Yemen 

Zaire see Congo-DRC

Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

Notes:

. Territories without permanent inhabitants have not been listed, including Antarctica.

. States under the occupation or jurisdiction of other states are included under the latter. For instance, the Western 

Sahara is under Morocco; Tibet is under China; Kosovo is under Serbia. This is to represent the de facto 

situation, and is not an expression of a political opinion.
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A  N OT E  F R OM  PAT R IC K  J OH N S TON E

It was 50 years ago in 1964 that I wrote the Yrst edition of Operation World. [at Yrst edition was 

followed by six subsequent editions. [e 2010 edition was the Yrst one a]er the hand-over to my 

successors. [e Yrst edition was just 30 pages long, but each edition has grown in the quantity of 

information provided. By the 2010 edition, Operation World was almost 1,000 pages long and no 

longer a handbook! Molly Wall and team have courageously tackled the task of preparing a para-

phrased edition. We believe this will enable many more to obtain a copy and for this edition to be 

translated into other languages. [e aim is to multiply passionate, informed prayer for the evange-

lization of our needy world, and for the readying of the Church, the Bride of Christ, for the soon 

return of our King Jesus.

I look back over these 50 years with awe and astonishment at all God has done through the prayers 

of His people. When I went out to Africa in 1962, evangelical Christians were a marginalized minority 

in the worldwide Church. [ere had been 50 years of sowing the gospel seed in times of war and dif-

Yculty, but the global harvest had not really begun to be reaped. [en followed a further 50 years of 

astonishing growth. It began Yrst in Africa during the 1960s, then in Latin America in the 1970s, East 

Asia in the 1990s, and in recent years came the Yrst signiYcant people movements to Christ in parts 

of the Muslim world. Few realize that this was a global awakening of staggering size and extent be-

cause it was also a time of stagnation and decline especially in Europe and also in the wider Western 

world. I believe the massive increase in intercession for the world from Africa, Asia and Latin America 

is a major factor in this Awakening. Evangelical Christianity has moved to centre stage in the world 

of the 21st century.

Yet how needed such a book as this is today! [ere is still much to be done if we are to see the 

fulYlment of the words of the Lord Jesus that this gospel of the Kingdom will be preached throughout 

the whole world to all nations so that He may return with the global Church complete with people 

from every race, tribe, people, and tongue who will worship Him. We will never reach every part of 

humankind unless there is passionate, urgent, Satan-binding prayer to raise up, sustain, and enable 

harvesters to have the right strategies and close walk with Jesus to bring in the lost. [is book gives 

a picture of every country of the world and the state of the Church and the lost. May it stimulate 

much-informed prayer that receives answers!

Patrick Johnstone

12 June 2014
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P R E FAC E 

Even before the latest edition of Operation World was sent out the door to the printer, author Jason 

Mandryk had a growing vision to see this information placed in the hands of the rapidly expanding 

Church around the world. 

He knew that throughout its 50 years God had used Operation World (OW) to transform the 

prayer lives of people, families, and churches. Many were called to a lifetime of ministry and mission 

as they prayed through its pages. Earlier editions of OW played a signiYcant role in the formation 

and growth of Protestant mission-sending movements in countries like Brazil and South Korea. 

Could this prayer handbook have a similar impact, on an even wider scale, if more people had 

access to it in their own country or even language? Would we dare to believe God might use it to fuel 

the Yres of intercession around the globe, and even to give rise to a new wave of global mission? 

Jason’s vision for Pray for the World took hold within the Operation World team. We imagined a 

prayer handbook – a paraphrased or abridged version of the 2010 edition of Operation World. [e 

shorter length, written with simpler English, would be designed speciYcally for non-native English 

speakers and for translation. As a publishing project, OW is large, complex, technical, and costly. Pray 

for the World could allow publishing houses to handle the printing, distribution, and sales within their 

own markets. 

I write this, now about to send Pray for the World out the door to the printer. We rejoice that God 

has once again sustained our ministry and team, and provided for our needs as we prepared this latest 

addition to the Operation World family of resources. We pray with expectation that God will use this 

new version of Operation World to inform and inspire prayer for millions, to mobilize His Church to 

complete the Great Commission, and to prepare it for the return of the Lord Jesus!

Molly Wall

Bulstrode

United Kingdom

January 2015
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E DI TOR’ S  AC K N OW L E D G E M E N T S

Such a work cannot be produced by one person alone, and this book builds on 50 years of previous 

Operation World resources (over 2 million copies in all 7 editions, translated into 12 languages, and 

the family of related products, including children’s editions, electronic resources, maps, and more). 

We will always be grateful for the vision and dedicated labour of Patrick Johnstone, for his decades 

of contribution to world evangelization through founding and developing Operation World. His 

ongoing availability for consultation and guidance are irreplaceable!

Pray for the World came together through the editorial work of myself, Jason Mandryk, and a 

handful of contributing editors: Michael Ja�arian, J. Robert Parks, Glenn Myers, Chris Maynard, and 

Bryan Nicholson. [e task of abridging 1,000 pages to around 300 was not easy, and each person 

brought prayerful discernment, thoughtfulness, and skill to their work. We are also thankful to Sandy 

Waldron, Pamela Shaw, and the editorial team at IVP, who carefully reviewed the entire manuscript, 

making numerous suggestions and improvements throughout. Margaret Bardsley brought years of 

experience with Operation World to her proofreading and work preparing the country fact boxes.

We could not have seen the project through without support from others actively involved or as-

sociated with the Operation World ministry during this season, including Bethany Campbell, Linda 

Sullivan, Jeremy and Kate Ellis, John Bardsley, Shin-seon Jeong, Paul Dzubinski, Tony Woodward, 

David Phillips, and several others who kindly served OW in a variety of ways. We extend ongoing 

appreciation to the Bulstrode community and to our colleagues at WEC Inter national, who continue 

to provide fellowship, spiritual covering, encouragement, and support. 

We again thank the team at Global Mapping International for their excellent work on the maps for 

Operation World, 7th edition, which we have largely adapted for use in Pray for the World. Special 

thanks go to Bryan Nicholson (of cartoMission) for his expertise with recolouring, adjustments, and 

creation of the few new maps and charts as well. [anks go also to Chris Maynard for his skillful 

contribution to adjusted religious Ygures for Sudan and South Sudan. 

We thank Pieter Kwant (of the Piquant Agency), our literary agent and much more, for his excellent 

work, friendship, encouragement to persevere, and enthusiasm to share the glory of God among the 

nations! We feel equal gratitude to Je� Crosby, Al Hsu, Andy Le Peau, and the rest of the team at In-

terVarsity Press, as we Ynd it a joy to work alongside a publisher whose sta� shows such kindness, 

dedication, and excellence in their work with authors and booksellers. 

[anks be to God for drawing so many uniquely gi]ed individuals into His service! He has al-

lowed our paths to cross for this season, enabled us to sharpen and strengthen one another in the 

journey, and we trust He will use our combined e�ort to build up the wider body of Christ (Ephesians 

4:11-12). 
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I N T R OD U C T ION

In the early Church, the apostle Paul and his small team shared the news and needs of the churches as 

they travelled from place to place. Believers could rejoice and thank God together for answers to prayer, 

and also share in the burdens and challenges faced by their brothers and sisters in Christ throughout 

the region. [is continues today as the global body of believers rejoices together, and shares their 

burdens in prayer. Just as in the early Church, this prayer leads to action and practical help.

Millions of Christians, particularly from the Churches of Latin America, Africa, and Asia, gather 

regularly at the local level to pray. Today we can also connect through the Internet to prayer gatherings 

around the world. And we can pray with greater unity, as technology allows us to connect and share 

information in ways we did not imagine even 10 or 20 years ago! Tens of thousands of people now 

follow the Operation World (OW) prayer calendar, which means that each day a wave of focused and 

uniYed prayer is li]ed – from around the globe – for a speciYc nation. 

Prayer gatherings o]en bring together followers of Christ from diverse denominations within a 

city or nation. Where divisions once existed, Christians o]en Ynd God builds unity and trust among 

them as they pray, whether for the su�ering believers of the persecuted Church around the world, for 

a nation in a time of need, or for God to reveal Christ’s love and care for people. 

We must not underestimate the unifying and even reconciling work of prayer gatherings!

Some of the largest prayer meetings in history have been in Nigeria, in our day. Networks in Indonesia 

and India work hard to establish prayer groups in every village of a state, or across the whole nation. Prayer 

networks, especially among women, are the backbone and strength of a vibrant Brazilian Church. [e 24/7 

prayer movement (prayer chains or rooms dedicated to round-the-clock prayer) has spread to many major 

world cities, with prayer houses on university campuses, churches, or other creative locations. And people 

continue the centuries-old traditions of gathering for all-night prayer vigils, or concerts of prayer – now 

o]en in large numbers – to focus prayer on geographical areas or special issues. 

[e book in your hands weighs less than one kilogram, yet if all the desires, requests, and goals 

expressed in it were implemented, it would radically change the nations of this world! God is calling 

you and me into the ministry of prayer for the nations. [e following pages give some of the challenges 

of our needy, sin-sick world. [e enemy will try to frighten us with these, and to distract us from the 

vision of a heavenly, eternal Kingdom Ylled with people from every race, tribe, people, and language 

(Revelation 7:9-12). At times, we may look up to Jesus in agony, but we must see our true position – we 

are looking down with Him, praying with the authority He has given to every Christian.

We do not merely pray about the many points in this book, we pray toward something – the ful-

Ylment of the Father’s purposes, and His Kingdom come. May we become intercessors with a world 

vision that prays Satan-defeating, Kingdom-taking, people-reaching, captive-releasing, revival-giving, 

Christ-glorifying prayers!
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T H E  E T HO S  OF  OP E R AT ION  WOR L D

Our goal is to help believers come before God in prayer, to see His Kingdom advance in every 

country of the world. Operation World exists for 2 main purposes:

 To inform for prayer. [is prayer handbook was developed as a prayer diary, with praise points 

and prayer requests assigned for each day of the year. 

 To mobilize for ministry. We provide information and relevant statistics that we hope will en-

courage ministry among the least-reached and neediest areas and peoples of our world. 

For many Christians, Operation World is their only source of global prayer information, and earlier 

editions became an essential resource for the growing mission movements around the world (in 

particular the non-English editions). 

[e people directly involved in preparation of Operation World, 7th edition (the basis for Pray 

for the World) represented over 10 nationalities, 3 generations, and 20 denominations. Even that is 

only a tiny proportion of the vast diversity in the body of Christ. Our own perspectives naturally 

in�uence the material selected and opinions expressed. We trust that we have been sensitive to other 

points of view beyond our own. We value constructive advice for future revisions, and always try to 

engage in fruitful discussion with our critics. Many of these have eventually become helpful contacts! 

We made the following guiding decisions as we prepared this work:

Readership. We write for committed Christians who want to obey the instructions of Jesus by evan-

gelizing the world and completing the Great Commission. Many of these people will be evangelicals 

(see deYnition, p. 305). But many who identify themselves di�erently will also use this handbook. We 

hope that we are sensitive to you, and to the diversity in the family of God. 

 eology. Operation World takes a broadly evangelical position, an outlook closely associated with 

that of the Lausanne Covenant. On secondary theological issues that divide evangelicals (such as 

church government, baptism, the sovereignty of God, the gi]s and work of the Holy Spirit), we attempt 

to write in a way that accepts diverse interpretations.

Politics. Even while our team has diversity, most of us are still Westerners. We know that our views 

are a�ected by our cultures and our backgrounds. We aim for balance and fairness, even when writing 

about what we see wrong with the world. But sometimes we might not achieve the result we hoped 

for, and people may interpret our words as judgemental. 

Research. Careful observation and fact-Ynding, when they are done with discernment and trust in 

God, have a basis in Scripture. Some people wrongly associate statistical research with God’s 

judgement of King David’s census in 2 Samuel 24. But God also allowed, and even commanded, the 

use of statistics by Moses, Joshua, the Chronicler, Ezra, Ezekiel, Luke, John, and others in Scripture. 
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Time validity. [e statistics for this book, like any statistics used in publications, are out of date before 

they ever make it to print. [e world constantly changes. Pray for the World was abridged from Op-

eration World, 7th edition (2010), and almost all statistics and prayer points come from that work. We 

focus the prayer points on long-term, strategic issues. [ese do not change overnight! Sometimes they 

require decades of sustained intercession. Changes will come for every country (elections, natural 

disasters, wars, and more). But most of these prayer points will require our labour in prayer for years 

to come. 

Emphasis on the Church. We centre our information around the Church in each country. However, 

other Christian organizations are o]en the best source of information, which explains their mention 

in the text as well. [e hundreds of people we correspond with, and who provide us with information 

for each country, generally represent a good mixture of church and mission leaders, and an e�ective 

balance of national Christian leaders and foreign Christian workers. 

Resources. Pray for the World is an act of faith. None of the team receive a salary from the Operation 

World ministry. Our equipment is not expensive, and our o�ce space is generously o�ered courtesy 

of WEC International. Royalties from all of our resources go into a fund that pays for ministry and 

production expenses for future Operation World projects. [is is one of several reasons why neither 

Pray for the World nor Operation World is made available in full, for free, on the Internet.

 e burden for prayer. Our resources are tools for prayer, more than anything else. Everything else 

about our work is secondary to this. In keeping with all we see of God’s character, we long for poverty 

to end, for justice to �ow, for the blind to see and the lame to walk, for widows and orphans to be 

looked a]er, for those in chains to be freed, for the earth to be rightly stewarded, for wars to cease, for 

enemies to be reconciled, and for those who are lost to be found by Jesus and the salvation He brings. 

Many believers (and many who are not) work faithfully to see these things happen. 

Our mandate is to see churches multiplying among every people, according to the Lord’s command. 

[is is the preparation of the Bride, ready for the Bridegroom. But our supreme, overarching goal is 

still higher: the glory of God. A longing for God’s glory and for the return of Jesus as King drives our 

prayers. We resonate with the words of Revelation 22:17-20, “[e Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come’. And 

let the one who hears say, ‘Come’ . . . . Amen! Come, Lord Jesus”.
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HOW  TO  U SE  PR AY  F OR  T H E  WOR L D

Pray for the World is a book to be used, not to be Yled away on a bookshelf. Keep referring to it. Use 

it with those you lead or spend time with. You can encourage and inspire others with what God is 

doing around the world. 

For Use in Your Home

Pray for the World gives so many encouragements, and tells of areas where the Church has grown 

incredibly. !ese can give us hope in our own situations.

1
Pray through the world in a year! [e Prayer Calendar (see p. 310) gives you a country to pray 

for every day of the year. When you turn up a country, you can know that you are joining with 

a large chorus of prayer around the world for that speciYc country. Perhaps focus on only one or two 

items that the Holy Spirit lays on your heart. Why not mark items covered in prayer, and later you can 

make note of God’s answers? 

2
Keep the book near your television, radio, newspaper, or computer. When news comes of 

major events in a far-o� land, Ynd out the spiritual situation. Turn secular news into informed 

spiritual prayer!

3
Use it together with missionary prayer letters, or mission agency magazines and websites. 

[is book will give a wider context and perspective to the stories and updates shared in these 

valuable resources.

4
Read a small section at family time (devotions, meals, while you travel), and pray for the 

country of the day. 

5
Use the book as a source of fun, informative quiz games. [is is a favourite activity of the 

OW team!

For Use in Your Church

Missions and prayer for the world should be at the heart of every fellowship. Use Pray for the World 

with all ages, in large and small groups, as o#en as possible.

1
In a small group, or at a prayer meeting. Read the information on one country ahead of time, 

and choose just a few pieces of information to share with the others. For example, you might 

share the population, the largest religion, the number of Christians, and one key prayer point.

2
During a worship service. When we pray with others, agreement is powerful! Encourage everyone 

to appreciate the high value of prayer. It is not a dry duty, but an awesome privilege. As children of 

the living God, we can come before Him on behalf of the nations of the world, and we can expect to see Him 

act! Give a little background information to set the context, then focus on one key area for prayer. 
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3
In church bulletins and magazines. Use quotes from relevant sections of the book in your 

church publications to gain interest and stimulate prayer. Please quote the source! Make use 

of maps, pictures, videos, and presentation materials that relate to the country. 

For Use in Prayer Days, Conferences, Concerts of Prayer, 
Prayer Journeys, and Other Prayer Venues

!e original purpose of Operation World was to provide information for prayer conferences that 

focused on the world. Below are a few guidelines for prayer-session leaders.

1
Be brief. Remember that people are gathered to pray. [e aim is not to impress others with 

information, or to share so much that they feel confused about how to pray.

2
Be personal. We do not mention individuals for prayer in the book, but rather give the overall 

situation in a country. Personal information on individual workers you know or support, and 

speciYc situations connected to your prayer group, should be used together with Pray for the World 

prayer points.

3
Be selective. Too many facts will be hard to remember. Carefully select just a few items for 

prayer that will stay with believers long a]er the meeting.

4
Be careful with statistics. Too many Ygures make any report very dull! [is is why the statis-

tical sections are in a smaller type. Choose the statistics that speciYcally apply to the prayer 

items you mention. 

5
Be dependent on the Holy Spirit. [e burdens imparted by the Holy Spirit inspire others to 

pray in the Spirit, and move them into God’s will for their lives. [is could mean commitment 

to intercession, Ynancial giving, or going to a particular area or people for which prayer has been 

made. [e Holy Spirit has guided many Christians into speciYc missionary service as a result of prayer 

with Operation World. 

For the Glory of God

“Here lies the supreme missionary motivation. It is neither obedience to the Great Commission, nor 

compassion for the lost, nor excitement over the gospel, but zeal (even ‘jealousy’) for the honour of 

Christ’s name. . . . No incentive is stronger than the longing that Christ should be given the honour 

that is due to His Name” (John Stott).
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THE WORLD

Pop 6.9 billion.

Christians 2.2 billion. Evangelical Christians 545.9 million.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim. 

487 of the world’s cities have over 1 million inhabitants, and 

21 cities have over 10 million. The urban population reached 

over 50% for the first time in history in 2009. 

Peoples The Joshua Project lists 16,350 distinct peoples. The 

World Christian Database lists 13,674 peoples. Both base their 

0gures on an ethno-linguistic basis, with peoples counted multiple times across the 

various countries where they live. 

Languages The world’s largest languages (by number of first-language speakers) are 

Chinese (1.2 billion), Spanish (329 mill), English (328 mill), Arabic (221 mill), Hindi (182 mill), 

Bengali (181 mill), Portuguese (178 mill), Russian (144 mill), Japanese (122 mill), and 

German (90 mill).

All Languages The numbers vary by de0nition of language and dialect. The Ethnologue 

(2009) counts 6,909 languages. The World Christian Encyclopedia counts 13,511 with 

30,000 dialects. The Global Recordings Network estimates over 10,000 spoken languages 

and dialects.

Languages with Scriptures Wycli4e Bible Translators list 6,909 languages, out of which 

only 662 have adequate Scriptures. 2,582 languages have some Scripture (457 have Bibles, 

1,202 have New Testaments, and 953 have portions of the Old or New Testament). They 

list 2,252 languages that may still need Scripture translation (and 1,363 projects are 

underway). The population of people groups with no Scripture, who still wait for work 

to begin, is 200 million. 

God remains sovereign in our world today, now as much as ever. Yet prayer can be a di$cult act for 

believers. God makes many promises to His people, but the world, the %esh, and the devil cause us to 

doubt. News reports focus on wars, disasters, famines, scandals, tragedies, and every form of evil. !e 

beautiful, wholesome, and good things – like the works of God and His servants – o#en go unreported 

or even unnoticed. Our spiritual vision is not perfectly clear. Here on earth, we see through a glass 

darkly (1 Corinthians 13:12). 

Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24), we need Jesus to open our eyes to the hidden truth. 

God is answering prayers, and doing wonderful things in the world! !is has been a remarkable gen-

eration in church history. Who among us, 30 years ago, could have imagined more than 100 million 

Chinese Christians, or massive people movements to Christ in Iran and Algeria, or breakthrough in 

Cambodia and Nepal? Only God! So we begin here with answers to prayer, with all gratitude and praise 

to our Lord. And we persist in prayer for the things that to our eyes seem impossible, because nothing is 

impossible with God.

67.4%

7.8%

24.8%

Evangelicals
All other Christians
Non-Christians

Christian Population
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Answers to Prayer

1
 e amazing harvest of new believers continues across Africa, Asia, and Latin America. By 

contrast, the Church grows very slowly or even declines in the rest of the world. Although some-

times small in number, or away from public view, Christians now live and fellowship inside every country. 

World mission, migration, and globalization all spread the Church. It is not a European “white man’s 

religion”, but a global faith for all peoples. [e majority of Christians today are Africans, Asians, and 

Latin Americans. 

2
Evangelical Christianity grew faster than any other world religion or global religious 

movement. Most of this growth happened through local movements, in places where the 

evangelical church was new. Evangelicals numbered 89 million (2.9 of the world’s population) in 

1960, but by 2010 they were 546 million (7.9)! Much of this growth was by conversion, not just by birth 

rates. [e Church grows in lands where past or present persecution of Christians is quite strong. But as 

population growth continues to slow down, evangelical growth will slow down as well.

3
Pentecostals and other charismatic movements grew beyond expectation. [e Pentecostal 

movement began over 100 years ago. Charismatic renewal began mostly in mainline denom-

inations in the 1950s and 1960s, and then a [ird Wave came at the end of the 20th century. [e 

charismatic renewal movement has touched many parts of the Church, in thousands of denomina-

tions, in nearly every country! Every movement has human �aws, but charismatic renewal has revived 

or renewed the faith of almost half a billion people. 

4
Many of the world’s least-reached peoples received the good news! In many cases, peoples with 

no known believers 10 or 20 years ago now have churches that grow and thrive! Research 

work in the 1990s helped the global Church pray for, adopt, and focus missionary e�orts on un-

reached peoples. Today we have an even greater understanding of the need, yet much pioneer 

mission work remains. But praise God that doors opened and people responded to the gospel within 

hundreds of people groups – even some groups once considered impossible to reach! 

5
God’s people joined together to pray in greater numbers, and with greater focus, than ever 

before! Grassroots movements on the local, national, and international levels pray for their 

communities, for countries and people groups, and for important global issues (like the persecuted 

Church, children at risk, victims of human tra�cking, others). Go and connect with others around 

the world to pray for the country, region, or issue you are passionate about!

Population Muslim Christian Evangelical
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6
Aid, development, and charity work increased around the globe through the 1980s and 

1990s, and into this decade. Praise God that, more than ever before, people reach out to ad-

dress the needs of the world’s most vulnerable and needy. Ministry that cares for the needy, and that 

brings justice for the oppressed, re�ects both the heart of God and the commands of Scripture. It also 

opens many doors to the gospel message. Christians can enter countries, regions, and communities 

through practical service, where traditional missionaries cannot reach.

7
 e globalization of the Great Commission movement changed the face of missions. Many 

nations in Asia, Africa, and Latin America have mission-sending movements (like Ethiopia, 

Nigeria, Brazil, Philippines, South Korea). [e Majority World nations together already send more 

missionaries than Western countries. [is exciting 21st-century reality also introduces unique chal-

lenges. New missions movements will still make old mistakes, and workers from the Global North 

will now work alongside or even serve under the leadership of those from the Global South. Interna-

tional agencies see more recruits from the Majority World. Praise God for a global mission force that 

is more multi-cultural and multi-national than ever before!

8
 e Church must $nd new ways of training, sending, and supporting missionaries, espe-

cially non-Western workers. Traditional Protestant mission agencies will continue to serve 

the global movement, but changes in global politics and economics require new models and patterns 

of mission work. 

 Mission agencies increasingly work through partner networks, based on speciYc unreached areas 

or people groups. [e networks share resources or even workers, and collaborate on initiatives.

 Mission-minded Christians serve overseas in a variety of vocations, whether relief and devel-

opment, business, education, sports, the arts, or others. Some serve through agencies, but others 

go on their own, or hold looser connections with a mission fellowship. 

 Groups that migrated all over the world (like Filipinos, Chinese, Koreans, Nigerians) have become 

stronger forces for mission as they see opportunities for Kingdom service abroad. 

9
Areas that appear in the news because of tragedies or con%ict o]en become the focus of 

intense prayer and related mission e�orts. In the past 20 years, more Muslims than ever before 

came to Christ, and more workers serve in Muslim heartlands. As the world became more aware of 

the size, complexity, and challenges of the Muslim world, many believers developed a burden to share 

Jesus with Muslims. Political crises in Buddhist strongholds (Tibet, [ailand, Cambodia) raised a 

similar interest in the Buddhist world, and the di�cult situation of the Dalits/Untouchables (India, 

Nepal) attracted prayer and ministry from around the world. 

10
Global movements shaped the course of world mission in the last generation. [e Lau-

sanne Movement, the World Evangelical Alliance, the Global Day of Prayer, and AD2000 & 

Beyond, all helped mobilize di�erent parts of the global Church for outreach. 

11
God uses many tools to minister to both believers and non-believers (personal witness, literature, 

Scripture translation, Christian audio resources, TV, the Internet, and so many more). Pray that 

the new combined ministry e�orts in Bible translation (Vision 2025), audio resources ([e 10K Challenge), 

Christian radio (World by Radio), and others, might greatly increase the opportunity for non-Christians 

to hear the gospel and respond! Yet, even with all this activity, probably 24-27 of the world’s population 

have not had the good news presented to them in a way they could understand and receive. 
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Jesus founded the first missionary team: the apostles. The New Testament Church was the result. 

The global Church should function as a missionary agency, and be involved in this Great Com-

mission that Jesus gave to us all. Much missionary progress has been made in the last 50 years, but 

around 25 of the world have still never heard the good news! Pray for a united Church to reach 

the world for Christ. 

The Unfinished Task (The World’s Religious Systems)

1
World religion in the 21st century. Religion plays a foundational role in most societies, and many 

people turn to religion or spirituality as a reaction against changes in the world around them. 

 !e world has become more religious in this century, not less—across every region and in almost 

every religion! Many thought the 20th century would be a time of triumph for secularism, yet 

religion is very much alive in the 21st century.

 Fundamentalist groups increased within most every religion. Some act with aggression and even 

violence against people of other faiths, or sometimes against those within their own faith.

2
 e future of global faith will likely be dominated by Christianity, Islam, and the non-

religious, when considering birth rates, evangelistic activity, and cultural in�uence. Other 

religions mostly stay within one region of the world, or within speciYc ethnic groups. Islam has 

the highest birth rate, but fewer conversions. Although many people “convert” to non-religion, 

the birth rates of that group are very low. From 1900 to 2010, Christianity went from 34.5 of the 

world population to 32.3, only a small change. Christian growth in Africa and Asia o�set the 

decline in Europe. 

3
Christianity is the most global religion. Every country has a Christian witness or a fellowship 

of believers. But only a minority of the world’s Christians actively practise their faith. Many 

have a Christian heritage, but personally know very little about Jesus. In some cases, people groups 

received Christianity, but mixed it with their traditional religious practices and folk superstitions. 

Cults such as Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others call themselves Christian, but also hold un-

biblical beliefs, values, or practices. Millions who go by the label of “Christian” are not saved, and still 

need to hear the true gospel.

4
Islam dominates a territory that stretches from West Africa, through the Middle East and 

Central Asia, down to Indonesia. Islam grew quickly, from 12.3 of humanity (1900) to 22.9 

(2010). Most Muslim growth comes through high birth rates, but conversion plays a big part in West 

Africa, Indonesia, and the USA. But Islam faces signiYcant internal crises. [e violence and terror 

tactics of radical Islamists horrify the world, including many of the peace-loving Muslims who make 

up the majority of Islam. More Muslims than ever have turned to Jesus, but many Muslims decide to 

abandon religion altogether. Muslims have become a large minority inside many Western countries, 

but communities struggle with the social and spiritual e�ects of secular culture on their faith, espe-

cially among young people. Pray for the small streams of Muslims who come to Christ to become 

rushing rivers all over the world!

5
 e bloc or group of people who claim no religion had the most massive growth of the last 

century. [is group was just 0.2 of the world’s population in 1900, but 13.6 in 2010. [e 

majority are Chinese or European. As Communism declined in Europe and now declines elsewhere, 

many religions see new growth. But all over the world, people continue to leave their religious tradi-
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tions. So far, Christianity has not e�ectively communicated the gospel to secular, postmodern cultures. 

Churches struggle against the spread of secular thought and values, and many leave the faith, espe-

cially the younger generation.

6
Hinduism remains strongly centred in India (90 of the world’s Hindus live there). But Hindu 

ideas became more popular across the world, through New Age thinking, yoga, transcendental 

meditation, the Hare Krishna sect, and popular Indian gurus (spiritual guides). Like Islam, Hinduism 

also has a violent side. Extremist Hindu groups actively persecute Christians and followers of other 

faiths in India and Nepal. [e Indian sub-continent has the world’s highest concentration of un-

reached peoples. While the Church continues to grow rapidly among the poorest and the lowest castes, 

the main body of caste Hindus remains largely isolated from the gospel. 

7
Buddhism is the state religion of 4 nations in Asia, of the majority in another 3, and of a sig-

niYcant minority in 9 others. In most places, followers actually mix Buddhism with Chinese 

religions, Daoism, Confucianism, and Shinto. A]er Communism lost strong in�uence in Asia, Bud-

dhism began to grow again. [e Dalai Lama of Tibet has made Buddhism more popular in Western 

countries. Only a small minority from Buddhist backgrounds have come to Jesus. [e worldviews of 

Buddhists and Christians have great di�erences, and many Buddhists struggle to understand the 

gospel message in the ways Christians have tried to communicate it. Pray for a breakthrough.

8
Ethnic religions and animism now grow again in some parts of the world. In many cases, 

when people accepted other religions (Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, even Christianity), they 

actually added a thin layer on top of deeply held ethnic religious beliefs and practices. Traditional 

religions still greatly in�uence people’s lives, communities, and whole cultures. Even in the secular 

West, people have a fascination with New Age or other alternative spiritual practices, mysticism, or 

the occult. [is reveals that humans are truly spiritual creatures! And that we are in a spiritual war. 

9
Several other religions exist in smaller numbers and fewer locations. Sikhs, Jains, Parsees all 

live mostly in South Asia, while the Baha’i have spread around the world. 

10
 e number of Jews decreases in most countries from a combination of low birth rates, secular 

in�uences, conversions to Christianity, and migration to Israel. (Nearly 37 of all Jews now 

live in Israel.) Of the world’s 14.8 million Jews, perhaps around 150,000 follow Jesus. Pray for the 

Jewish people to Ynd salvation in Yeshua, their Messiah.

The Unfinished Task (The World’s Peoples)

It was nearly 2,000 years ago that Jesus commanded His followers to make disciples of all peoples. But 

it was only in the last 20 years that we gained a clear picture of the world’s peoples and languages! In 

the Joshua Project list, 6,645 out of the world’s 16,350 peoples remain in the unreached/least-reached 

category. !at’s 41 of all peoples! !e total population is 2.8 billion individuals. (Keep in mind that 

Christian individuals can be part of an unreached people group, just as unreached individuals can be 

part of a reached people.) 

1
Churches around the world must gain a vision for unreached peoples. “Peoples”—or ethne 

in New Testament Greek—are the basic units in God’s plan to redeem all humanity. When we 

read the Old Testament, the Gospels, and Revelation, we see that disciples will come from among 

every people on earth. Pray that the Church might passionately pursue this end! Christian missions 
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will have many strategies, approaches, and trends, but the concept of ethne always needs to be part of 

how the Church understands the Great Commission.

2
Most of today’s least-reached peoples have not heard the gospel because it remains so dif-

Ycult to reach them! Many barriers (geography, language, culture, religion, politics, eco-

nomics, spiritual darkness) leave them hidden or overlooked. [ese unreached groups generally will 

not hear the good news until someone reaches across the barriers to share and demonstrate the love 

of Christ, until a Church grows among them. Pioneer mission work is hard, expensive, and takes time. 

It requires great cultural understanding, commitment, and spiritual warfare through prayer. Many 

unreached peoples have small populations, and Christians know very little about them because they 

are so isolated, or because they appear to blend in with larger groups. Ask God to reveal Jesus to these 

smaller, more vulnerable groups.

When Jesus commissions the Church, He assures the believers of God’s power and authority, and 

the presence of the Holy Spirit. [e work before us is great, but not so vast as the greatness of God, 

who promises to go with us and empower us.
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AFRICA 

Pop 1 billion.

Christians 503.7 million. Evangelical Christians 182.4 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Non-religious.

The 57 countries of Africa contain 15% of the world’s population, and 

its population grows at nearly double the world’s average. 32 of the 

33 least-developed countries in the world are in Africa. 

All Languages 2,110. Languages with Scriptures 173 Bibles, 335 

New Testaments, 223 Old or New Testament portions (0gures from 

the United Bible Society). Work is underway on 693 language 

projects. At least 225 languages (and possibly as many as 925!) still need the Scriptures. 

Africa remains among the greatest challenges for Bible translation!

Almost all countries in Africa became independent only since 1957. Democracy and true multiparty 

politics have begun to take hold across the continent, but slowly. Not all Africans believe that Western-

style politics works best in the African context. Many leaders cause greater poverty and upheaval 

through corruption, tribal favouritism, poor economic policies, and a refusal to give up their power. 

Some have built billion-dollar personal fortunes through corruption and the#. 

Africa is the continent with the greatest human needs and the most widespread poverty. Yet decades of 

aid and development have achieved too little progress. Many argue that less aid and more global free 

trade will better assist Africa. 

!e national boundaries drawn 100 years ago by Western colonial powers still cause problems today, 

and lead to violence and even war in over a dozen countries. Violent Islamist movements generate terror 

and war in several hot spots along the great fault line between Muslim and Christian majorities that 

runs west to east across the whole continent.
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Algeria Africa

Pop 35.4 million. Capital Algiers (2.8 mill).

Christians 99,000. Evangelical Christians 84,000.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Non-religious.

Largest Ethnic Groups Maghreb Arabs (69.9%), Berber 

(22.8%), Bedouin (6%), Other Arabs (1%). 

O"cial Languages Arabic, Berber. French and English 

used widely. 25% speak one of the Berber languages. 

All Languages 22.

Economy Fast-growing due to oil and gas reserves 

and nationalization of related industries. Most oil 

wealth does not reach the general population, and 

unemployment is high.

Politics French colony for 132 years. Independent in 1962 after a bitter war. A 1-party socialist regime held power 

for 25 years. Islamists won the 1992 election, but the army intervened. This led to a civil war with over 100,000 

deaths. The current president (1999-present) worked to achieve peace and harmony. The violence decreased, 

though attacks by Islamist militants increased again from 2006.

1
 e growth of the Algerian Church over the past decade is an answer to prayer! Many years 

of hard work by missionaries and praying people produced beautiful fruit. Most believers 

come from a Kabyle Berber background, but faith grows among Arabs and most other people groups 

as well. [e Christian community enjoys a spirit of unity, which stands out from the long history of 

con�ict among ethnic groups. Some received supernatural visions of Jesus, but most came to Him 

through personal evangelism. New fellowships began throughout Algeria, partly because Berber be-

lievers moved into unreached Arab areas in order to share the good news. Pray for continued growth 

of this people movement to Christ! 

2
Algeria su)ered deeply in the past. First it was from French colonial oppression, then the war 

of liberation that ended in 1962, and most recently the brutal civil war that began in 1992. [e 

constitution promises democracy, but people have limited freedom. Violations of human rights con-

tinue. Islamists, who want shari’a law to rule, Yght against the state, media, foreigners, and any imams 

who oppose them. Pray that God will use this situation to draw many more to Christ. Pray for pow-

erful conversions to Jesus among Islamic leaders in Algeria.

3
 e Algerian Church faces persecution and other challenges. It grew through bold witness 

and evangelism, but religious and political leaders reacted strongly against this new movement. 

Believers face threats from family, friends, Muslim extremists, and employers. Unemployment among 

believers from a Muslim background is as high as 90. [ey face new restrictions from the gov-

ernment on evangelism and gathering for worship. [e government also banned the import of Bibles, 

which hinders discipleship. Many still need access to Scripture. Pray that the Algerian Church will 

respond to these pressures with faith and perseverance.

4
 e Church has a very indigenous, truly Algerian way of expressing faith. Scriptures and study 

materials, worship styles, and even training and leadership re�ect Algerian culture well. Algeria 

needs more workers to help strengthen the local church and to bring the gospel to the unreached millions. 

Several agencies reach out to Algerians through radio, literature, satellite TV, portable media, and Bible 

correspondence courses. Praise God for the increase of these resources, and pray for wider distribution! 
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5
Pray especially for these less-reached groups:

 Over 4 million Algerians live in Europe, many illegally. [ey have more access to the gospel 

in Europe, but also to Islamic teaching. Pray for the network of agencies and churches who reach 

out to them. Pray for discipleship, for churches planted among the Berber and Arabic language 

groups, and for God to raise up many Algerian believers as missionaries to their own people. 

 Young people o]en try to move to Europe in search of more freedom and a better life. 65-70 of 

the population in Algeria is under age 30. In school, students receive much teaching from the 

Qur’an. No ministry speciYcally reaches children.

 !e Berber peoples of the Atlas Mountains (23 of the population) seek a return to their cultural 

roots a]er centuries of domination by Arabs. [eir ancestors were Christian, and many have 

turned to Christ among the Kabyle. But the other 13 Berber groups are among Africa’s least evan-

gelized. Pray for Christian witness among each of these groups!

Angola Africa

Pop 19 million. Capital Luanda (4.8 mill).

Christians 17.9 mill. Evangelical Christians 4.3 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim. 

Largest Ethnic Groups Ovimbundu (25.5%), Mbundu 

(22.9%), Kongo (12.9%), Luvale (8.1%), Chokwe (5.0%), 

Mixed race (1.2%), Khoisan (0.6%). 

O"cial Language Portuguese. All Languages 41.

Economy Some of the world’s richest natural resources (oil, 

diamonds, minerals, farmland), but widespread poverty. 

Infrastructure devastated by war, but now rebuilding.

Politics Former Portuguese colony (450 years). A Marxist 

coup ended colonial rule (1975). Civil war displaced millions. 900,000 died. Peace deal in 1990, but 0ghting 

1998-2002. Parliamentary elections (which determined president) held in 2008. Some separatist 0ghting 

continues in Cabinda.

1
Forty years of almost constant war (1962-2002) devastated Angola. Innocent civilians suf-

fered most. Fighting destroyed roads, schools, hospitals, homes, and churches. Millions �ed 

their homes. Land mines crippled over 80,000 people. 

70-90 of the population live in poverty. Deep psycho-

logical, social, and spiritual wounds will require years to 

overcome. Praise God for peace, and the return of many 

to their homes. [e Church helps lead the way to recon-

ciliation as the country works to rebuild. 

2
Biblical Christianity grew, even amidst war and 

poverty! [e Yrst president, a Marxist, vowed to 

eradicate Christianity in 20 years. He failed! [e number 

of evangelicals grew 4 times larger from 1990 to 2010. [e 

Church needs much prayer to overcome the wounds of 

con�ict. Pray for forgiveness and love in action. Only a few 
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congregations have trained pastors. False beliefs, ignorance of the Bible, witchcra], and animistic 

practices pollute many lives and churches. Islam grows with its simple message and foreign Ynancial 

support. Pray for Christian unity, holy living, and biblical faith. 

3
Young people and children. Marxism and war le] a scarred generation, deprived of educa-

tional opportunity and physical security. [is generation is the Yrst in decades to know peace. 

Most of Angola’s Christians are under age 25. Pray for primary and secondary schools to be rebuilt, 

sta�ed, and full. 

4
 e foreign missionary presence was a good testimony during years of su�ering. Ministries 

should now shi] from aid/relief to development, and from evangelism to discipleship and 

training. Most missions work holistically, and minister to both physical and spiritual needs. Pray for 

ministries such as World Vision International, Samaritan’s Purse, and others, as they focus on primary 

health care, education, vocational training, and disease prevention. 

Benin Africa

Pop 9.2 million. Capital Porto-Novo (287,000).

Christians 3.7 mill. Evangelical Christians 768,000.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups Over 60 ethnic groups, mostly in the 

south. Guinean (59.5%), Gur (17.4%), Yoruba (13.1%), 

Fulani (4.8%). 

O"cial Language French. Trade languages: Fon (south), 

Dendi (north). All Languages 56.

Economy Built on agriculture, with cotton the largest 

product. Strong trade links with Nigeria, but remains 

one of world’s poorest countries.

Politics Independence from France (1960). After 7 coups and 1 Marxist regime, a democracy was formed in 1991. 

Stable government.

1
Benin remains one of the world’s least-developed countries. E�orts to help the economy 

o]en fail because of corruption. Almost 75 of economic activity is “underground” or illegal, 

with ties to Nigerian interests. Some suspect that criminals smuggle tens of thousands of children out 

of Benin each year to sell them as child labourers. Pray for justice and righteousness to grow in Benin, 

and for Nigeria’s in�uence to be more positive and godly. 

2
Benin has the highest percentage in Africa of people who follow traditional ethnic religions. 

Many Christians mix their faith with animism. [ey go to the church on Sunday, but consult 

the witch doctor during the week. Pray for revival that makes the Church pure. Pray also for many 

witch doctors to experience the power of Jesus and turn to Him! Voodoo developed from Fon animism, 

and it touches the lives of all Fon (the largest people group), even the Christians.

3
Church growth continues across the whole country, but especially in the African-originated 

denominations. All churches feel a desperate need for discipleship and for trained leaders. 

Almost half of Benin’s languages still need a Bible or even a New Testament. Some evangelicals have 

a goal to plant 20,000 congregations by 2020! Pray for the endurance to reach every region of Benin, 
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and to plant churches among every people. Village health ministries and holistic rural development 

bring good responses from both animists and Muslims. 

4
Most peoples in Benin remain unreached. Only a few smaller groups have a Christian ma-

jority. It is one of the few countries where almost equal numbers of Muslims, Christians, and 

animists live side by side. Christians have freedom to minister and evangelize, but Benin is probably 

the least-evangelized non-Muslim country in Africa! Pray for churches and missions to send more 

workers, especially to the central and northern regions. Very few evangelical believers live among the 

Muslim peoples of the far north.

Botswana Africa

Pop 2 million. Capital Gaborone (201,000).

Christians 1.3 mill. Evangelical Christians 160,000.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Christian.

Largest Ethnic Groups Tswana (69.1%), Kalanga (10.1%), 

Ndebele (3.3%), San (Bushmen) (2.8%), Shona (2.4%), 

Kgalagadi (2.3%), Herero (1.2%), Mbukushu (1.1%), Yeyi 

(1.1%).

O"cial Languages English, Setswana. All Languages 40.

Economy Rapid development since independence 

(1966) through export of diamonds, copper, nickel, 

gold, and beef. Tourism now part of economy. Revenue 

used wisely to develop the country. The most stable, sustained growth in Africa (1990-2010).

Politics Independent from Britain in 1966. Stable, multiparty democracy (rare in Africa).

1
Praise God for political stability, economic growth, and lower corruption in Botswana. 

Religious freedom allows agencies to evangelize and plant churches. [e government set new 

goals for health, economy, and society (Vision 2016), which Yt well with biblical principles. 

2
 e Tswana responded to the gospel $rst out of all the Bantu people in Africa. Several tribes 

found God in the 19th century through the London Missionary Society. Today many Tswana 

families break apart, and people struggle with sexual sins and drunkenness. Pray for moral and 

spiritual renewal among the Tswana.

3
Botswana has the world’s second-highest AIDS rate. Life expectancy has dropped by 28 years, 

and over 100,000 orphans need care. Pray that those who su�er receive the drugs they need, 

and that the government acts wisely. AIDS now touches every congregation. Pray that ministries and 

churches show Christian love to victims and orphans, and work together to prevent spread. 

4
 e Church. Western missionaries planted mainline Protestant churches, but most of these 

now lose members and need revival. Pentecostal churches grew rapidly at Yrst, and many 

of these churches truly help people change their lives. African Indigenous Churches (AIC) are the 

largest religious group in Botswana. Most AICs focus on God’s healing power, but some mix biblical 

teaching with harmful traditions. Pastors need good Bible training. Pray that each of these churches 

uses its strengths to reach others with the gospel of Jesus. Praise God for the unity and cooperation 

among them!
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5
Many peoples still need the gospel. 

 !e Kalanga live under the stronger Tswana culture. AIC and Pentecostals work among 

them, and the Bible is now available in Kalanga (mother tongue). 

 !e San were nomads, but now live in poverty near towns. Modern development destroyed their 

land and lifestyle. Pray for them to adjust to their new life, and to Ynd true identity in Christ. [e 

San have several thousand believers among them.

Burkina Faso Africa

Pop 16.3 million. Capital Ouagadougou (1.9 mill).

Christians 3.4 mill. Evangelical Christians 1.4 mill.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religions Muslim, Christian. 

Largest Ethnic Groups Over 78 distinct people groups. Gur 

(77%, 45 peoples), Fulani (7.8%, 4 peoples), Mande (5.7%), 

Malinke-Jula (4.6%), Malinke (2.5%), Other African (2.1%).

O"cial Language French, but spoken by a minority. Trade 

languages: Moore, Jula (south, west). All Languages 70.

Economy One of world’s poorest countries. 90% rely on 

agriculture, so the country is hard hit in times of 

drought. Cotton is main cash crop, but some potential 

for gold and other mineral resources. Low levels of education (especially for girls).

Politics Independence from France in 1960. 6 coups since 1966. Leader from last coup (1987) was later elected 4 

times by a large majority, and has now introduced multiparty democracy.

1
Burkina Faso struggles with poverty. Immediate change does not seem likely. Pray for aid, 

development, and small loans for business projects that will li] people out of poverty. Pray 

against corruption in the government and the aid industry that takes resources away from the people 

who most need them. 

2
Christianity increased steadily across recent decades. Evangelicals grew from 10,000 in 1960 

to 1.44 million in 2010! [e Church now faces a leadership crisis, as many new believers need 

discipleship. Pray for the Bible schools. Pray for godly wives for the pastors and evangelists who 

struggle to Ynd a helpmate. Present and future Bible translators need prayer to complete their 

enormous task (28 active translation projects, with 12 more needed). 

3
 e power of the spirit world has not been broken. Some people say that the population is 

“50 Muslim, 20 Christian, and 100 animist”! Idols, charms, and secret societies have more 

control in Burkina Faso than in most West African countries. [e occult shows its power even in some 

churches. [e strongest animist groups live in the west and southwest. Pray for the risen Christ to 

demonstrate His power and set many free. 

4
More than 25 unreached peoples do not have an e)ective witness. Churches and missions 

that work in their areas o]en minister to the more responsive groups, or to peoples more 

similar to themselves. 

 Muslims. Islam now grows within almost every ethnic group. Praise God the Fulbe have begun to 

respond to the gospel through the witness of several groups! Up to 70 of Burkinabé who work 
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abroad convert to Islam while away. Churches send 

pastors and missionaries to reach them, but need 

more workers. 

 Urban areas. Traditional rural life can no longer 

support families or occupy young people, and many 

migrate to cities. Rural churches set up branches in 

the capital to keep contact with their students and 

educated members. [is also strengthens the church 

at home.

5
Missionaries and Christian aid/relief workers 

play a vital role in this land of physical and spir-

itual needs. Missionaries are welcome, but the work is hard. Pray for their protection and encour-

agement. [e Church does not have a strong missions vision, with the exception of VIMAB (the 

Burkinabé Assemblies of God). [is successful indigenous mission has 150 couples who serve as 

missionaries at home and abroad! 

Burundi Africa

Pop 8.5 million. Capital Bujumbura (480,000).

Christians 7.7 mill. Evangelical Christians 2.3 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups Hutu (83.6%), Tutsi (13.6%), 

Congolese/Lingala (1.5%), Twa Pygmies (1%, neglected 

by other groups), South Asian, European, Arab (0.2%).

Official Languages Kirundi, French. English use 

widespread. All Languages 4.

Economy Recent economic stability, but high debt and 

dependent on outside aid. Tea and co4ee are exported, 

but mineral resources mostly untouched. One of 

world’s poorest nations with 70-80% in poverty. 

Politics Tutsi lordship over the Hutu majority for 400 years. Independent from Belgium (1962), followed by Tutsi-

dominated governments and military regimes. Poor human rights record against Hutus. A peace accord in 2000, 

followed by democratic elections in 2005 and 2010, brought stability and more representation for the Hutus.

1
Praise God for stability a]er all rebel groups signed a peace accord. Pray next for people to 

hand in their weapons and pursue peace, not lawlessness. An elected government now in-

cludes both major ethnic groups (Hutu and Tutsi). Pray for genuine respect and cooperation as these 

two peoples build Burundi’s future together. [e president professes Christ, and seeks the counsel of 

church leaders on some issues. Corruption seems to get worse, not better. Pray for change that lasts, 

which only the gospel can bring.

2
Praise God for evangelical growth. Nearly all Protestant and Anglican churches saw growth, 

even during periods of war. Revival in the 1950s brought blessing and great church growth, 

but a generation later the land was physically, morally, and spiritually devastated. Most Burundians 

recognize the Church as the only institution that can bring true reconciliation and peace. Pray that 
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spirits of enmity and revenge may be bound by the power of Christ. Violence caused Bible schools to 

close. Pray for re-opened schools and programmes to meet the urgent need for Christian leaders.

3
Peoples and groups of greater spiritual need:

 !e Burundian refugee population was Africa’s largest in the 1990s. In 1972 about 200,000 

�ed to Tanzania. [at number more than doubled in 1994. In the camps, people struggle with 

disease, abuse, and resentment. Ministry is di�cult but vital.

 Over 450,000 refugees and displaced peoples have returned home. Many face serious problems 

due to a shortage of land, and they lack even basic services in health, education, and shelter. 

 !e Muslim community increased dramatically in recent years. Pray that Christians would gain a 

heart for their Muslim neighbours and countrymen. 

4
Young people and children su�ered the worst of the violence and poverty. 45 of children 

under 5 are undernourished, and many thousands su�er from malaria and AIDS. Pray for the 

ministries and NGOs that care for children. Pray for Homes of Hope, where orphans from di�erent 

ethnic groups grow up together in a Christian setting.

5
Burundi needs expatriate Christian workers. Between 1970 and 1985, nearly all missionaries 

were expelled. Now Burundi needs workers to assist national Christians in discipleship, theo-

logical education, trauma counselling, literacy and education, and holistic development. Pray espe-

cially for workers to live and work in neglected rural areas. Pray also for millions more Bibles and 

Christian books in the Kirundi language.

Cameroon Africa

Pop 20 million. Capital Yaounde (1.8 mill).

Christians 10.7 mill. Evangelical Christians 1.8 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups One of Africa’s most ethnically and 

linguistically complex countries (over 286 peoples, 

with sub-groups and dialects). Grassfields Bantu 

(26.5%), Northwest Bantu (24.7%), Chadic (9.7%), Fulani 

(9.4%), Other Benue-Congo (8.7%), Cameroonian 

Creole (5.8%), detribalized Cameroonian (5.7%), 

Adamawa-Ubangi (5.5%), Hausa (1.4%). 

O"cial Languages French, English. All Languages 279. 

Economy Based on agriculture and oil exports. Potential for development with good rainfall and mineral 

resources. One of Africa’s highest literacy rates, and one of world’s highest corruption rates. 

Politics German colony (1884-1919), then divided between Britain and France. Independent from France in 1960, and 

united with English-speaking West Cameroon (1961) as a bilingual, one-party republic. Multiparty elections since 

1992, but international and opposition groups claim government suppression of opposition. Member of British 

Commonwealth and La Francophonie, with tensions between English-speaking and French-speaking regions. 

1
God has blessed Cameroon with material resources, relative stability, and a diversity of 

peoples. Many signiYcant leaders (professional, military, police, political) now follow Christ! 

[is gives hope for change in a society infamous for corruption. Pray that those who steal from the 

nation would be caught and stopped, and that the people will no longer tolerate corruption. 
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2
Deep divisions of language, faith, and politics lead to tension and violence. Cameroon divides 

between French and English regions. It also divides between Christian, Muslim, and tradi-

tional religions, and between those who hold political power and the opposition. Pray for God to raise 

up reconcilers and peacemakers in this divided land.

3
Cameroon has a serious problem with weak Christianity. [e lack of indigenous, heart-

language Scriptures is one of the reasons for spiritual poverty in the churches. Bible trans-

lation for Cameroon’s 278 languages is an overwhelming task, and only 10 languages have a complete 

Bible. Tribalism, pagan practices, alcoholism, and low moral standards all infect the churches. Most 

have little concern for the unreached peoples in the north. Pray for deep repentance, deliverance, and 

true revival. Ask God to restore Bible reading, preaching, and holiness among Christians.

4
Evangelicals, especially Pentecostals, grew rapidly in the last 20 years, even a]er opposition 

from the older denominations. Nigerian evangelists started many of these newer groups. Pray 

for the formation of an evangelical association of churches. [is will help address the challenge of 

discipleship for both immature and new believers. Pray that evangelicals would get involved in politics, 

justice, and education, in order to positively impact the nation. 

5
Less-reached peoples. [is complex nation urgently needs a national survey. Cameroon needs 

missionaries for Bible translation ministry, and to reach the Muslim and northern animist peoples. 

Pray for God to call more workers for translation, literacy, and support work. Pray especially for: 

 Muslims, a majority in 59 people groups. Few Christians come from the Hausa, Kanuri, Kotoko, 

and Fali peoples. [e nomadic Shuwa Arabs have only 1 or 2 known believers among them (1 

agency works to plant churches). [e Fulbe had 10 known Christians in 1991, with more believers 

now, but still very few (several agencies seek to reach them).

 !e many peoples of the Mandara Mountains. 30 Muslim, but most practise animism. Some 

church-planting agencies see signs of breakthrough!

 !e northern plains peoples. Mainly animist, but Islam grows in in�uence. Several missionaries 

and churches work among them.

 !e Baka/Pygmies (southeastern forests). Both Baka and cross-cultural workers serve here a]er 

long years of neglect. Spiritual warfare in prayer is a key to breakthrough among this highly an-

imist and spiritual people. 

Central African Republic Africa

Pop 4.5 million. Capital Bangui (718,000).

Christians 3.4 mill. Evangelical Christians 1.5 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups About 80 ethnic groups. Adamawa-

Ubangi (78.7%), Sudanic (6.2%), Sara-Bagirmi (4.9%), 

Fulbe (3.6%), Bantu (3.0%), Arab (2.8%), Pygmy (0.3%).

O"cial Languages French, Sango (trade language). All 

Languages 82.

Economy Rich in natural and mineral resources. 

Diamonds are 55% of exports. Con7ict has crippled 
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potential development. A large economic di4erence between the rich capital city and poor outer regions.

Politics Independent since 1960, but not fully free. A long history where periods of democracy are interspersed 

with military regimes. The ongoing rebellions and military coups slow progress. Con7ict between the Christian 

majority and Muslim minority has intensi0ed amid the chaos since the 2013 coup.

1
 e Central African Republic (CAR) faces immense physical human needs. [e long series 

of coups and counter-coups devastated the economy and infrastructure. [e most recent coup 

caused a breakdown in law and order. Rebels executed opponents and looted homes. Community 

con�ict now occurs along religious lines between Muslims and Christians. Hundreds of thousands 

have �ed their homes. Pray for an end to the chaos, abuses, and destruction of this humanitarian crisis. 

Pray for God to establish peace throughout the country. 

2
Education, healthcare, and other vital services have almost stopped in this country. Many 

already su�er from malnourishment, a lack of clean water, AIDS and other diseases, and ex-

treme poverty. Mission agencies play an important role in health, in education, and with children at 

risk, but also in church planting and Bible translation. Most workers evacuated during the 2013 crisis.

3
Widespread evangelism brought massive numbers of converts to Christianity in the 1960s 

and 1970s, but smaller numbers truly live as disciples of Jesus. Many Christians do not a�liate 

with a church, and many church members do not understand or apply the truths of Scripture to their 

lives. [e terrible acts committed by apparent Christians during the con�ict shows a national lack of 

discipleship and Christian leadership. Only 2 indigenous languages have a fully translated Bible, with 

translation in progress for 7 more. Pray for Christians, especially spiritual leaders, to model godliness, 

trust, and forgiveness.

4
 e country has potential for massive church growth. [e number of national mission-

aries and agencies increased, and new indigenous-led ministries emerged in recent years. 

A]er decades of neglect, a few groups now equip and send more women into ministry. Several 

new Christian radio stations help broadcast the gospel every week to millions of potential lis-

teners. [e Bangui Evangelical Graduate School of [eology (FATEB) was the Yrst evangelical 

theological seminary for French-speaking Africa. Pray for its spiritual impact throughout the 

continent. Many are eager to study at this and other schools, but the lack of funds for students 

and sta� holds back education.

5
 e CAR was one of the world’s most evangelized nations, but the upheavals here and in 

nearby Chad and Sudan mean the progress in some regions has reversed. Pray for all CAR 

denominations to send students for missionary training. Pray that those with training would resist 

the draw to serve as a city pastor and instead go to the unreached. Pray especially for the northern 

region, for the Runga (90 Muslim), the Sara Kaba (50 Animist), and the Gula/Kara (65 

Muslim). Muslims grew rapidly in in�uence, especially in the cities. Few Christians feel equipped 

to reach out to them. 
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Chad Africa

Pop 11.5 million. Capital N’Djamena (829,000).

Christians 4.4 mill. Evangelical Christians 1.2 mill.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim. 

Largest Ethnic Groups A complex mix of 150 or more 

peoples. Sara-Bagirmi (23.8%, 17 peoples), Chadic 

(17.9%, 51 peoples), Arab (14.5%, 6 peoples, mostly 

nomadic), Kanuri-Saharan (14.1%, 8 peoples), 

Ouaddai-Fur (12.7%, 21 peoples), Adamawa-Ubangi 

(7.3%, 21 peoples), Guera-Naba (4.4%, 6 peoples), Fulbe 

(2.9%), Other Sub-Saharan African (2.4%).

O"cial Languages French, Arabic. All Languages 133.

Economy An agricultural economy (80% farm or raise livestock). Economic growth hindered by lack of rainfall, 

severe drought, civil wars, distance from the sea, and poor infrastructure. Recent development of mineral and 

oil deposits helped growth, but corruption may cancel the bene0ts. 80% live below the poverty line.

Politics A history of violence, coups, and rebel activity since independence from France in 1960. The Zaghawa 

tribe dominate the government, though set up as a democracy. The con7ict in Darfur (Sudan) forced up to 

400,000 refugees into eastern Chad, but brought aid money as well. 

1
Chad needs a stable and just government. [e current regime struggles with violence and 

corruption. Some consider Chad the world’s most corrupt nation. Tribal rivalries and con�ict 

between the north (Muslim) and south (Christian) create an unstable situation. Bandits and rebels 

from inside Chad and from Darfur disrupt economic progress and Christian ministry. Pray for a 

government that represents both north and south fairly, and that governs with honesty and com-

mitment to all people in Chad. 

2
We must li1 up the Church in prayer. Resentment between tribes prevents Christian witness 

and burdens many congregations. Most Protestant and Independent groups are evangelical, 

but they struggle to Ynd unity. Christians disagree over questions about tribal initiation rites. African 

traditional religions regain in�uence as people return to African spiritual roots. Sects and secret so-

cieties lead believers into false teaching. Poverty, instability, violence, and lack of funds all hinder 

training of pastors and evangelists. Pray for freedom from all bondages by a work of the Holy Spirit 

in every congregation!

3
Many Muslims have heard the good news! New groups of believers from Muslim back-

grounds have emerged. Bible storytelling and Chadian Arabic Christian radio help spread the 

gospel in culturally relevant ways. Violence in nearby Darfur at the hands of other Muslims caused 

some to question Islam, and le] them open to the loving ministry and witness of Christians. Still, 

Islam grows in numbers, and in Ynancial and social in�uence. Pray that Christians will learn to reach 

out to the Muslims around them.

4
Chad has more unreached peoples than any other African country, and very few Muslim-

majority countries o�er Christian workers such openness. [ere is great need in church planting, 

evangelism, Bible teaching, leadership development, and holistic ministry. Workers must prioritize Bible 

translation. Only 12 (out of over 120) language groups have the whole Bible translated. Radio ministry 

reaches many. Pray for programmes in the languages of the unreached. Pray especially for:
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 !e Saharan peoples (Sunni Muslims), who dominate politics. [ey live mostly in the north and 

in larger towns. [ese groups are among Africa’s least evangelized, with only a few Christians 

among them.

 !e Ouaddai-Fur peoples (Muslim), who live in the eastern provinces near Sudan. Little evan-

gelism happens here because of harsh living conditions, violence, language barriers, and lack of 

roads. 

 !e Shuwa Arabs, who have in�uence in Chad. [eir language is the main language of commu-

nication. Missionaries have made little outreach to them.

 N’Djamena, the only large city in the country. Most ethnic groups live here. [is is a great outreach 

opportunity for the Church, but most congregations focus on their own ethnic group. Pray for the 

thousands of Christians in N’Djamena to become e�ective witnesses.

Comoros Africa

Pop 691,000. Capital Moroni (49,800).

Christians 6,400. Evangelical Christians 1,300.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim. 

Largest Ethnic Groups Comorian (97%, mixed Arab, African, 

and Malagasy ancestry), Minority groups (2.4%, Makua, 

Malagasy, Réunionese, French, Arab). 

O"cial Languages Arabic, French, Comorian (a mix of 

Swahili and Arabic). All Languages 7.

Economy One of Africa’s poorest countries. 

Overpopulated. Perfumes, spices are main exports. 

Dependent on food aid, rice imports, and remittances 

from Comorians abroad.

Politics One-party state until 1990, followed by multiparty democracy. Over 20 coups or attempted coups since 

independence (1975). A 2001 constitution granted greater self-rule to 2 smaller islands that seek independence, 

but turmoil continues.

1
Almost all the people of Comoros (99%) follow Islam, with fundamentalism on the rise. But 

under the surface most people engage with the occult through witchcra], curses, and spirit 

possession. Young people feel discontent with society, and seek comfort in drugs, sex, or an oppor-

tunity to leave the island. Pray that Comorians may have opportunities to hear the gospel of life that 

o�ers hope to all!

2
 e Church slowly grows in number amidst opposition. [e government forbids evangelism, 

and most new Christians endure opposition from their communities and families. [e quiet 

witness of Christian medical and veterinary workers here and in Mayotte has won public honour, and 

has brought opportunities to share about Jesus with the people. [e majority of new believers are 

Réunionese, Malagasy, and French, but not Comorian. Pray for leaders for these new fellowship 

groups, and for their training. Pray for more opportunities for witness that will bear much fruit. 
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Congo-DRC Africa

Democratic Republic of Congo. Also known as DR Congo, DRC, Congo, Congo-Kinshasa.

Pop 67.8 million. Capital Kinshasa (8.8 mill).

Christians 62.5 mill. Evangelical Christians 12.7 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups Nearly 250 ethno-linguistic groups and 

numerous sub-groups. Bantu (80.2%), Sudanic (9.8%), 

Adamawa-Ubangi (4.3%), Nilotic (1.5%), Pygmy (1.5%).

O"cial Language French. Trade languages Lingala/Bangala 

(north, northwest), Swahili (east, south), Tshiluba 

(centre), Kikongo/Tuba (west). All Languages 217.

Economy Enormous potential from diamonds, minerals, 

agriculture, and hydro-electric power. Wars, damaged 

infrastructure, and corruption hinder progress, and 

make the nation one of the world’s poorest. Agricultural land has reverted to forest, transport systems hardly 

function, and most people live without electricity, plumbing, education, or medical services. 

Politics For centuries Congo su4ered exploitation by Arab slave-traders, Western interests, and later by other 

Africans. Independence from Belgium (1960) was followed by violence, chaos, a corrupt dictatorship (1965-1997), 

and autocratic rule (1997-2006). Further war from invasion by Uganda and Rwanda required foreign intervention. 

By 2003 most forces withdrew. Free elections in 2006, but con7icts continue. 

1
Congo must overcome the evils of its tragic history through repentance and reconciliation. 

19th-century Arabs raided the country for slaves. [e horriYc colonial rule of Belgium’s King 

Leopold II led to the deaths of 10 million people in the 30 years before 1908. Belgian control and in-

ternational mining companies exploited Congo’s resources, but oppressed the people. Western coun-

tries then supported the corrupt regime of the dictator Mobutu, which caused much of the current 

chaos. Inter-ethnic hostility in the 1990s led to warfare and killings. Many people �ed for their lives. 

[ese past evils must be confessed, repented of, and put right, in order for the Congo to have a 

workable future. Christian groups in Belgium expressed repentance for past evils their country com-

mitted, and this was a positive start.

2
Con%ict in the Congo has produced more deaths than any war since WWII. [e Second Congo 

War involved military forces of 7 nations, and provoked the rise of local, inter-ethnic con�icts. 

Most foreign forces withdrew by 2006, but many militias continued to operate. Many groups used rape, 

violence, and torture as weapons of fear. Pray for warlords and war criminals to face justice. Pray also 

for the peaceful return of 1.7 million displaced people to their homes. [ose who lived in refugee camps 

faced militia attacks, disease, sexual abuse, and live with very few resources for life beyond survival. 

Pray for peace and justice that will last, and for God to restore all that was destroyed or damaged. 

3
 e powerful spiritual evil that in�uences much of this land shows itself in deeper ways than 

wars, killings, greed, and corruption. Wicked men committed widespread rape, unspeakable 

brutality, cannibalism, and witchcra] against adults and children. How could these horrors spread 

throughout a land with over 90 who profess Christianity? [is moves our hearts, and calls us to 

spiritual warfare. Cry out for God to deliver this land, and to bind the spirits that have such power 

over a su�ering people.

^
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4
 e Democratic Republic of Congo faces every form of human and spiritual need. [e lands 

under this name have little central government, no connection between the many regions, and 

no single language or culture to unite its diverse people. More than 5 million people died through war, 

violence, starvation, and disease. A constant state of humanitarian crisis exists. How to rebuild such 

a broken land? Pray for an e�ective national government that will rule with honesty, justice, and 

concern for the people. Pray that Congo’s neighbours and the global community may act with right-

eousness and mercy towards this nation. 

5
Massive numbers turned to Christ in the 20th 

century (from 1.4 Christian in 1900 to over 90 

in 2010)! Many call themselves Christian, but do not 

practise their faith. [ere have been revivals in some areas 

before and a]er independence. Praise God for faithful be-

lievers who paid the price for this harvest. [e Simba Re-

bellion of 1964 made martyrs of thousands of Christians, 

and hundreds of Catholic and Protestant missionaries. 

Many Christians died in the con�icts from 1991 until today, 

some as martyrs. [eir example gives strength to others, 

and their sacriYce lays the foundation for a future harvest.

6
 e Church is the only national social structure to endure and work for the people. When 

countless public, church and ministry buildings were destroyed, the Church stepped in to care 

for the many needs in this broken land where other institutions failed. Many hospitals, clinics, and 

schools operate with Christian initiative. [ank God for the educational ministries of the Catholic 

Church and some Protestant churches. Without them, an entire generation may have gone without 

education. Pray for God to raise up Christian leaders of spiritual maturity and moral integrity to serve 

the Church and society. Many leaders compromised their standards under the dictatorship of Mobutu 

and the con�ict that followed.

7
 e DRC needs a complete re-evangelization. In some areas the work of the Holy Spirit led 

to increased love for God’s Word, prayer movements, mobilization of youth, and new indig-

enous songs and hymns! Other areas have no evangelical witness and little outreach. An uncountable 

number of refugees have moved between the DRC, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Sudan, and Tanzania 

in the last 20 years. A]er all the destruction and displacement, Congo needs a nationwide survey to 

reveal the state of the Church and the needs of the nation. Pray for a team of researchers, supported 

by the national Churches, to undertake this large task. 

8
 e DRC has more opportunities for expatriate Christian workers than any other African 

nation. Needs exist in church planting, discipleship, development, Bible teaching, leadership 

training, and specialized areas such as media, translation, and medical work. [e destruction of roads 

and railways increases the strategic importance of the 7 Christian agencies with aviation programmes. 

Missionary involvement decreased radically due to war, instability, and the breakdown of government. 

Pray for a new wave of workers from around the world to live out the gospel in the DRC, and to meet 

the many needs of the people. Even hundreds of workers will not be enough! Bible translation remains 

an unYnished task. 94 languages need Bible translation, and 29 more have works in progress. Most 

Congolese have never owned a Bible. 
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Congo Africa

Republic of Congo. Also known as ROC, Congo, Congo-Brazzaville.

Pop 3.8 million. Capital Brazzaville (1.3 mill).

Christians 3.4 mill. Evangelical Christians 598,000.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Non-religious.

Largest Ethnic Groups Kituba (18.8%), Kongo (16.7%), Teke 

(12.7%), Yombe (11.5%), Adamawa-Ubangi (6.5%), 

Pygmy (1.3%). 

Official Language French. Trade languages Lingala, 

Munukutuba (Kongo Creole). All Languages 66.

Economy Huge potential hindered by limited 

transportation. Rich oil and mineral deposits, 

rainforests, and agricultural potential. Slow and 

di9cult transition away from socialist structures due to corruption, civil unrest, war, and other problems. About 

50% of the people live below the poverty line. 

Politics Independent from France in 1960. Communist government until 1992, then civil con7ict and war until 

1999. Now a constitutional republic, but with same leader in power.

1
 e Congo has past troubles, but future potential. A]er two decades of Communism, the 

past dictator eventually became president of the new democracy. But in the years between he 

provoked a civil war that devastated the land, killed thousands, and displaced over 300,000 people. 

Pray for good government, for wise economic policies, for good stewardship of natural resources, and 

for justice to rule in society.

2
 e Church needs revival and restoration. Congo was Christianized, but never truly con-

verted. [e majority of the population are Christian, but some sources claim up to 50 ac-

tually live as animists. Pray for a new move of the Spirit, even greater than the revival that swept the 

region over 50 years ago. Churches must be cleansed of false beliefs, Ylled with the Spirit’s power, and 

led by biblical truth. 

3
Training for Christian leaders causes concern. Poverty and instability led many Christian 

leaders to leave for other lands. Congo needs more Bible colleges, TEE, and other training 

programmes. [e government prevented ministry to young people during the Marxist years, and still 

prohibits religious meetings on university campuses. As a result, few churches developed ministries 

to children or youth, but 41 of the population are under age 15. Pray for many new youth and chil-

dren’s programmes in this nation.

4
Mission work thrived until 1968, when the government expelled nearly all expatriates. Some 

returned in the 1990s, but the civil war complicated their work. Workers now have opportu-

nities to help churches restart abandoned ministries, to address poverty, to help with health and edu-

cation, and to evangelize the nation. [e great harvest of the 1920s-1960s did not reach all areas. 

^
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Côte d’Ivoire Africa

Pop 21.6 million. Capital Yamoussoukro (885,000).

Christians 7.3 mill. Evangelical Christians 2.3 mill.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups Guinean/Akan (31.7%, 21 groups), 

Gur (24.6%, 21 groups), Malinke (18.7%, 11 groups), 

Mande (10%, 11 groups), Kru (9.1%, 28 groups), Other 

Africans (4.9%). Large, undocumented population of 

migrants from nearby countries. 

O"cial Language French. All Languages 93.

Economy Major world producer of cocoa, co4ee, and 

palm oil. 70% of population depend on agriculture. Oil 

and gas production now earn more than cocoa. Post-independence growth attracted massive immigration of 

job seekers. Political con7icts and a coup drove down the economy. 

Politics Independent from France in 1960. 1-party presidential government until 1993, followed by military 

overthrow, rebellion, and unjust elections. Con7ict rose to deadly levels at points, and tension continues. 

1
Praise God that stability returned a]er the violence of the 2000s, even though troubles are 

not yet fully resolved. People feel the sad e�ects of a near civil war, and have less conYdence 

in national unity. Côte d’Ivoire currently divides mostly along ethnic and religious lines. [e Muslims 

(north), and the Christians and animists (south), all seek political power. Pray for leaders to be free 

of corruption, and to work for unity and nation building. 

2
Millions of immigrants from nearby countries present a challenge for society, but also an 

opportunity for the Church. Around 70 of the foreign population is Muslim. All the people 

groups of Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, and Burkina Faso have a signiYcant community in Abidjan, but most 

churches overlook them. Christians start new congregations every month, but these focus on already-

Christian peoples and fail to reach out to their Muslim neighbours. 

3
 e number of animists decreased, and more evangelical congregations now exist here than 

sacred “fetish groves” (shrines for spirit worship). But spirit power remains strong, and many 

Christians and Muslims still use charms and ancestor worship. Pray for Jesus to set free all those still stuck 

in their traditional religions. Pray that believers might stand against temptation to go back to old ways.

4
Pray for the Church of Côte d’Ivoire. [e Catholic 

Church and Methodist Church have the most fol-

lowers, and while some of them do not practise their faith, 

each contains many committed believers and a lively char-

ismatic movement. Evangelical churches grew in the 1990s 

and even during the con�icts (2002-2007). Abidjan alone 

probably has over 3,000 churches now, mostly newer and 

independent. Nearly every main denomination has at least 

1 Bible training institute, and theological education grows. 

But many Christians do not know or understand the Bible, 

and churches pursue prosperity teaching, or focus on mir-

acles and healings more than on Christ.
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5
Evangelical mission agencies had a late, slow start here compared with other West African 

nations. Early groups arrived around the 1930s to work in the centre and south of the country. 

[e Assemblies of God came in the 1950s, and now have churches all over the country. Many mis-

sionaries le] a]er the violence in 2002, and only some returned later. [is put greater responsibility 

on the indigenous Church, but foreign missionaries can still serve in evangelism, church planting, 

Bible translation, and other ways.

6
Several African mission agencies now send workers mainly within Côte d’Ivoire, but also to 

unreached peoples in West Africa and beyond. CAPRO opened the Yrst missions training 

institute for French-speaking Africa in Abidjan. Pray that this and other training programmes would 

produce excellent Ivoirian missionaries for the harvest Yeld! Many indigenous missionaries live by 

faith with very little income. Pray that God might supply all their needs, and that their churches might 

support them in every possible way. Many Christian resources for French-speaking Africa come from 

Côte d’Ivoire, and media development work happens here. Christian music and television pro-

grammes produced here in�uence all of West Africa. 

7
 e unevangelized peoples live mostly in the north or concentrated in cities. Some people 

consider Côte d’Ivoire a “reached” nation when they see Christianity and many missionaries 

in the south, but millions in the north live without the gospel. [e Movement for African National 

Initiatives (MANI) and CAPRO research the nation’s people groups in order to help churches with 

mission and church planting. Pray especially for:

 !e Mande and Malinke people groups of the northwest. None of these larger groups is more than 

1 evangelical. 

 !e Gur peoples of the north and northeast. Most practise African traditional religions, and the 

Lobi, Koulango/Bouna, Senoufo, Nafanra, Khisa, and Karaboro all are 1 evangelical or less.

8
Islam grew rapidly in the 20th century, and up to 42 of the population follow this faith. 

Tribal groups in the north and around the country continue to convert to Islam. Over 2.5 

million people in Abidjan (half the city) follow Islam. [e overlap of the Muslim/Christian divide with 

the painful north/south political divide hurts Christian witness to Muslims. Pray for believers to 

overcome this barrier through humility and love for Muslims.

Djibouti Africa

Pop 879,000. Capital Djibouti (577,000).

Christians 15,000. Evangelical Christians 1,200.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religions Muslim, Non-religious. 

Largest Ethnic Groups Somali (61%, 3 major clans in 

southern half of country), Afar/Danakil (28%, in 

northern half of country), Arab (8%). [Breakdown is 

only an estimate, and does not account for Ethiopian 

and Eritrean refugees and the 7uctuating Somali 

population, including refugee camp population.]

O"cial Languages French, Arabic. All Languages 10.

Economy Lacks water, arable land, and natural resources. 

Dependent on French aid and military bases. The best assets are its strategic location, and the deep-water 
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ports and railway (a trade link for Ethiopia). 50-80% unemployment and high levels of qat (drug) consumption 

burden the potential workforce.

Politics French control from 1884, though the boundaries covered a centuries-old con7ict zone between Afars 

and Somalis. Independent from France since 1977 as a multiparty republic. Civil war in the early 1990s. In 2002 

shari’a law was replaced by a Family Court.

1
Djibouti enjoys peace, but su)ers under serious social and economic problems. Western military 

presence helps create an atmosphere of calm and safety. Pray that the Islamist voice that seeks to 

make Djibouti conform to its own values will not destroy current freedoms. Serious national problems 

include widespread famine, extreme unemployment, human tra�cking, prostitution, and drug abuse.

2
 e government recognizes only 3 Christian Churches: the French Protestant Church, the 

Roman Catholic Church, and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. But a few other Christian groups 

exist. Missionaries Ynd work here a challenge with the hot, dry climate and desperate poverty. Physical 

and spiritual oppression, ethnic tensions, and so few believers, all lead to discouragement among 

workers. Many leave the Yeld. Pray for the work in education, public health, literature, Bible translation, 

literacy, and youth ministry. Pray for God to send long-term workers, especially from nearby countries 

and people groups. Pray for the spiritual breakthrough that is long awaited but still unseen! 

3
 e few Somali and Afar believers o]en su�er many pressures from relatives who may reject, beat, 

or even kill them for leaving Islam. Tribal loyalty and jealousy can create division among the be-

lievers, and they resist meeting together. Pray for a new bond of unity! Several evangelical fellowships exist 

among recent immigrant groups from Ethiopia, Madagascar, Congo-DRC, the Philippines, Eritrea, and 

elsewhere. Many of these congregations share a strong spiritual burden to reach the Somali and Afar 

peoples. Pray for unity in Christ among them all, as a witness to the divided and hostile peoples of Djibouti.

4
Pray for the peoples of Djibouti:

 !e Afar live mostly in Ethiopia and Eritrea, where there is little witness to them, and there 

is no known church among them in Djibouti. 

 !e Somalis in Djibouti, although smaller in number, can be a key for evangelization of their 

kinsmen across the border. 

 Local Arabs and Yemeni Arabs need a speciYc approach for their spiritual needs. [ere is no work 

among them, although believers can interact more freely here than in Yemen. 

Egypt Africa

Pop 84.5 million. Capital Cairo (11 mill). 

Christians 10.8 mill. Evangelical Christians 3.3 mill.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups Egyptian Arab (84.3%), Sudanese 

Arab (5.4%), Berber (2%, mostly Arabic speaking), Dom 

Gypsy (1.4%), Bedouin Arab (1.2%), Nubians (1.1%). 

Refugees (2.4%, including Ethiopians, Palestinians, 

Eritreans, Somalis, others, and black Sudanese may 

number 2 mill).

O"cial Language Arabic. All Languages 27.
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Economy Wealth from agriculture. Other income from natural gas, some oil, textiles, tourism, and Suez Canal 

fees. Recent economic growth came through putting some business/industry under private control or 

ownership. Many Egyptians still live in poverty.

Politics Largest Arab country, a republic. Stability and economic progress under long rule of President Mubarak, 

but with repression. Massive protests ended his rule (2011), which ushered in political turmoil. A transitional 

government was sworn in (2013) after the army removed the Islamist president elected in 2012. 

1
Political turmoil in Egypt continues. People rejoiced and hoped for justice, economic growth, 

and less corruption a]er the popular uprising in 2011. [e head of the Muslim Brotherhood 

movement (Morsi) won the 2012 election with help from many liberal, secular, and even Christian 

voters who did not want his opponent to win. But he quickly moved to extend his own power, and 

began the process to impose Islamic law on all citizens. Mass protests followed. [e army removed 

Morsi, and Muslim Brotherhood supporters protested. Violent military intervention followed, and a 

ban on the Muslim Brotherhood. Egyptians voted on a new constitution and president in 2014. Pray 

for a just constitution, for good laws, and for wise rulers who treat all Egyptians fairly. [ese years of 

upheaval made serious levels of poverty and unemployment even worse.

2
For over 1,000 years, Egypt was a majority-Christian country, even a]er the Arab Muslim 

conquest in AD 640. [e Church has endured centuries of prejudice and persecution, yet it 

remains spiritually strong and full of life. [e Coptic Church is the largest body of Christians in the 

Middle East. Pray for Church leaders, especially the new Coptic Pope chosen in 2012. Many Copts do 

not actively practise their faith. A renewal movement that emphasizes Bible study and personal faith 

began in the Coptic Church in the 1930s. Many Copts continue as faithful witnesses for the Lord!

3
Persecution of Christians increased across the last 25 years, mostly from Islamic extremists, 

although local police and the army o]en looked the other way. Pray for Christians to stand 

Yrm in their faith, and to live godly lives for their oppressors to see. Some die or su�er torture in 

prison. Others move to Western countries. Occasionally some Coptic youths behave in ways that do 

not honour Christ, which makes things more di�cult for other Christians. [e recent upheaval re-

sulted in several beautiful displays of unity between Muslims and Christians. Each group helped to 

protect the other during times of worship or prayer as the unrest increased.

4
 e Protestant churches grew out of the Orthodox Church, but remained small until a prayer 

and renewal movement in 1973 brought unity, spiritual excitement, and a vision for outreach 

in Egypt and beyond. Some Pentecostal and evangelical churches now see the most growth. Many 

churches have wide-ranging social and medical programmes to help the very poor and the disabled. 

Pray for theological training. Many evangelical congregations have no trained pastor. 

5
Muslim-background believers continue to grow in number, and include some well-known former 

Muslim religious leaders. [e number may be so high that it is unsafe to publish. Conversion is not 

illegal, but some Muslims who convert end up in prison under false charges. Others �ee for their lives. 

6
Unreached peoples. Most Muslims have never heard a Christian personally share the gospel. 

Pray for:

 !e urban population. One thousand people a day migrate to Cairo, o]en peasants who end up 

in the slums. Drug addicts number around 500,000.

 !e Nubians of Upper Egypt, who remained Christian for centuries but Ynally converted to Islam 

in the 17th century. Today only a few Christians remain. 
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 !e Bedouin, proud desert nomads. Poverty and unemployment threaten their traditional tribal 

way of life, and very few Christians live among them. 

 !e Berbers and the Beja. [ese non-Arab peoples practise Islam, but mix their faith with folk 

magic and a fear of djinn (powerful demonic spirits).

7
Millions of Sudanese and Southern Sudanese �ed to Egypt to escape the long civil war in Sudan. 

Many are Christians, and most live in poverty. O�cials used violence to force them from their 

temporary homes, and in the process killed some. A few Christian agencies minister help to these ref-

ugees. Pray for more workers, and for the spiritual health of these Christians who su�er without a home.

8
A vision for mission grows from ancient roots of the Egyptian Church. [e Copts have a 

long legacy of workers sent out. As Arabs, Egyptian Christian workers today have many ad-

vantages in the Muslim world. Pray that the millions of Egyptian Christians both inside and outside 

Egypt may catch the vision for evangelism and mission across the whole Arab world! Strategic media 

ministries (television, radio, websites, Scripture distribution) touch the lives of tens of millions of 

people in Egypt and across the Arab world.

Equatorial Guinea Africa

Pop 693,000. Capital Malabo (131,000).

Christians 624,000. Evangelical Christians 30,000.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups Mainland Fang (57.2%), Islands Bubi 

(10.3%), Yoruba (8.3%), Igbo (4.2%), Spanish (3%), 

Eurafrican (2.5%), Hausa (2.1%). 

O"cial Languages Spanish, French. All Languages 14.

Economy Prosperous until independence (1968), then 

mismanagement brought economic ruin by 1979. 

Offshore petroleum deposits discovered in 1995 

transformed the economy. One of the world’s highest 

per capita incomes. A small minority hold wealth, but most continue in poverty. Corruption is a problem.

Politics Independent from Spain in 1968. The subsequent atheist regime turned the country into a virtual slave-

labour camp, one of the worst human rights abusers in Africa. A multiparty government system formed in 1991, 

but greater freedoms for opposition parties still needed. 

1
Equatorial Guinea faces an unusual political and economic situation. Large oil reserves make 

a small minority very rich. Western oil companies work with a regime whose human rights 

record is poor, in order to increase proYts. Corruption means that most of the people do not beneYt 

from such wealth. Pray for economic justice and wise stewardship. [e oil boom brings in foreigners, 

both Christian and Muslim. Pray that expat believers might engage with the spiritual and physical 

needs of the nation. Pray that foreign companies might do business in ways that beneYt the local people.

2
Religious freedom increased since the brutal persecution of the 1970s. Equatorial Guinea has 

the highest percentage of Roman Catholics of any African nation. But beneath the surface, 

most people never abandoned their animistic beliefs and practices. Pray that the 85 who claim 

Christianity might hear and respond to the true gospel of Jesus Christ. Several newer Pentecostal, 
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charismatic, and evangelical denominations grow well. Pray for purity of life and commitment to 

evangelism, even in times of poverty, corruption, and despair. [e government actually now sees a 

positive role for the Church and missions in society!

Eritrea Africa

Pop 5.2 million. Capital Asmara (683,000).

Christians 2.5 mill. Evangelical Christians 111,000.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Christian.

Largest Ethnic Groups Semitic (72.5%, Tigrinya, Tigre, Belin), 

Afar (9.2%), Other Horn of Africa Peoples (5.4%, Beja, 

Somali), Arab (7.8%, 5 groups), Nilotic (5.1%).

O"cial Language Tigrinya. Tigre, Arabic, English also 

widely used. All Languages 18.

Economy Traditional agriculture hindered by war, drought, 

and land destruction. Cannot feed the population, and 

over half live in extreme poverty. Most highly educated 

and skilled professionals left the country. 

Politics Former Italian colony (1890-1941). Later a9liated with Ethiopia until independence in 1993 after decades 

of guerrilla warfare. A Marxist president since 1993 restricts freedoms of the population. Intense religious 

persecution since 2002.

1
Eritrea longs for peace and national stability. Con�ict with neighbouring countries con-

tinues, especially along the border with Ethiopia. War and drought le] millions dependent on 

food aid from abroad. Many face extreme poverty with no relief ahead. Mandatory military service 

limits the size of the workforce. Many people �ee the country to escape the military, and the money 

sent home by those who live abroad now provides a vital source of income for the country. 

2
Religious freedom remains a major issue. A law in 2002 o�cially recognized only 4 religions 

(Sunni Islam, Eritrean Orthodox, Catholic, and Lutheran), and banned all other groups from 

meeting or practising their faith. [is a�ected all Eritreans, but especially Christians from non-

approved groups. Pray for government acceptance of religious groups, and for restoration of basic 

human rights and religious freedom to all Eritreans.

3
 e Christian Church faces terrible persecution. Some estimate over 3,000 leaders and church 

members su�er in prison, with others under house arrest. Prison beatings and torture cripple 

many, and some die. Pray that Christians may remain fervent for Jesus amidst hardship. [e burdens 

of war, drought, and government oppression draw together Christians of all denominations in fel-

lowship and renewed commitment. [e intense su�ering of the Church in Eritrea is an untold story of 

the past decade. Pray for this tragedy to produce great spiritual fruit for the nation and beyond.

4
Evangelicals grew rapidly despite severe persecution! [e Church grows most rapidly among 

those who �ee the country, those who live in camps in Ethiopia and elsewhere, and those in prison. 

Banned evangelical groups must now operate in underground networks based in homes (at least 20 exist, 

perhaps more). So many pastors, leaders, and evangelists now live outside the country or in prison that 

the Church must Ynd and train new leaders. Young men or new believers who found Jesus in prison o]en 

step forward to lead. Pray for them to be full of God’s wisdom as they grow and learn to lead. 

^
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5
Pray for continued commitment of the believers to preach Christ, whatever the cost and without 

compromise. Witnessing Christians are spread far and wide, despite opposition from authorities. 

Still, many villages and towns remain unreached. From 2002 onwards, the government forced almost all 

foreign aid workers (Christian and non-Christian) to leave. Pray for open doors for a return to Eritrea. 

Pray especially for the less-reached Tigre people (mostly Muslim) and the Jabarti people (a Muslim mi-

nority among the Tigrinya). [e Afar and related Saho peoples live mostly as nomadic pastoralists, with 

few Christians. [e Beja and Nara peoples of the northwest have no known witness among them.

Ethiopia Africa

Pop 85 million. Capital Addis Ababa (2.9 mill).

Christians 51.6 mill. Evangelical Christians 16.7 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Non-religious.

Largest Ethnic Groups Semitic/Ethiopian (41.5%, 18 peoples, 

including Amhara, Tigrinya), Cushitic peoples (41.6%, 

includes Oromo, Somali, Afar), Omotic (14.7%, 49 

peoples in south, southwest), Nilotic (1%, 19 peoples).

O"cial Language Amharic (spoken by majority). English 

widely taught, and regional languages important. All 

Languages 88. 

Economy Based on agriculture, with co4ee as main 

export (believed to originate in Ethiopia). War and famine hindered development, and millions su4er 

malnutrition. Dependence on foreign aid and food negatively impacts the local agriculture and workforce.

Politics One of the world’s oldest-known nations, with a long-written history. Revolution in 1974 overthrew 

Emperor Haile Selassie and imposed Marxism, which collapsed in 1991. Democratic government since then. 

Border war with Eritrea and civil strife in nearby Somalia drain resources.

1
 e nation struggles through social, political, and economic crises. [e war with Eritrea 

(1998-2000) cost Ethiopia much money and many lives, and brought little gain. [e major 

ethnic groups (Amhara, Tigrinya, Oromo, Somali, Afar) divide themselves largely by geographic 

region, which gives each more independence at the expense of national unity. Corruption increased 

with economic growth, and a wide gap now exists between the few who are rich and the many who 

are poor. Ethiopia depends on hundreds of thousands of tonnes of food aid every year, but tens of 

thousands of people still die from malnutrition. Pray for improved harvests, wise economic policies, 

and better use of outside aid.

2
 e Ethiopian Orthodox Church was a Christian “island” in a “sea of Islam” for many cen-

turies. [is isolation led to its unique culture, theology, and tradition. 40 of the population 

are Orthodox, though millions do not practise their faith in daily life, and mix it with local supersti-

tions. Others le] Orthodoxy for newer Protestant churches. However, others stayed and helped de-

velop strong evangelical and charismatic networks within the Orthodox Church! Pray for a deep work 

of the Holy Spirit to revitalize this large ancient Church, its biblical heritage and its spiritual legacy.

3
Praise God for massive growth of evangelicals, especially in Protestant and Independent 

churches. [e Church su�ered persecution both during the Italian occupation (1936-1941) and 

under the Marxist regime (1974-1990), when Western mission agencies withdrew. Many became 
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martyrs, but millions turned to follow Christ. [e greatest growth came in the last 20 years. Ethiopian 

Christian unity and missions vision grew through su�ering. [e Church has an outward vision and 

continues to evangelize, so expect its growth to continue! Pray for a recent strategy to evangelize 

Ethiopia that includes intercession, a focus on unevangelized peoples, and plans to engage local 

churches in mission work. Cross-cultural workers will be sent out to plant churches in all the regions 

of Ethiopia, and from the Horn of Africa to South Asia.

4
Pray about the challenges faced by the Ethiopian Church.

 Church leaders typically have 1 year or less of training. Who will lead and disciple so many 

new believers? 

 Young people form the majority of Ethiopia’s population (70 under the age of 30), and too little 

ministry focuses on them. 

 Kingdom workers need support. [e Church must minister as the poor to the poor. Pray for pro-

grammes that serve the poor, and good ways to generate income that can fund the workers.

 Bible translation remains a huge task. Almost all congregations use local languages. Agencies have 

35 translation projects in progress. Another 17 languages have translation needs but no workers. 

5
 e less evangelized. Ethiopia remains a stronghold for Christianity across many centuries, 

despite Islamic advances. But Muslims now target this nation for converts. Violent reaction 

against evangelical outreach creates fear and religious tension, but also causes some Muslims to con-

sider Jesus. 10 years ago only a few hundred believers came from a Muslim background, but now tens 

of thousands follow Christ! Pray especially for:

 !e Somali, Harari, and Afar regions (east). Most are Muslim. Ethiopian Somalis number 4.5 

million and are one of Africa’s least-reached peoples. [e number of Christians grows, but ministry 

among these peoples comes with great risk and high personal cost.

 Many sections of Oromia (especially east and south). Most are Muslim, and some feel hostile to-

wards Christians. Warfare among Oromi tribes gets in the way of outreach, but provides oppor-

tunity for Christians to show compassion and care.

 !e many peoples of the southwest (near the South Sudan border). Most of these small groups live 

in isolation. Some live a nomadic lifestyle. Pray for healthy churches among each people group.

Gabon Africa

Pop 1.5 million. Capital Libreville (633,000).

Christians 1.2 mill. Evangelical Christians 191,000.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religions Muslim, Non-religious.

Largest Ethnic Groups Central-Congo Bantu (51.5%), 

Northwest Bantu (41.8%), Other African (5.2%, Baka/

Pygmy, native people and immigrants from 

neighbouring countries and West Africa).

O"cial Language French. All Languages 43.

Economy One of Africa’s wealthier countries, but the 

majority does not bene0t from the wealth. Rich in 

natural resources (oil, wood, minerals), but must 

import food. 
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Politics Stable multiparty democracy. Gabon’s president was the world’s longest-ruling politician (4 decades) 

prior to his death in 2009. 

1
Spiritist beliefs and practices lie beneath the surfaces of Catholicism, other Christian groups, 

and Islam. Many Gabonese still use charms, hallucinogenic drugs, and ancestral spirits, and 

go to medicine men. Some leaders of the government, the police, and the army participate in night-

time rituals that use witchcra] and black magic. Christians who do not participate can be refused 

academic or professional opportunities. 

2
Muslim numbers grow by immigration, and by conversions among Gabonese men. [e 

former president and his successor converted to Islam. West African immigrants in the mer-

chant class, and Arab in�uence in the oil industry, both shape the country. [e Church wants to reach 

out to Muslims with the gospel, but has not yet e�ectively started.

3
Traditional denominations decreased in size and in�uence. [e Catholic Church was 

strong in the colonial era. Most Gabonese received Catholic baptism, but a large number 

still follow old animist ways. Other Catholics le] to follow Islam, other Christian groups, or sects. 

[e Yrst major Protestant denomination came to Gabon through French missionary work. [is 

Church later grew liberal, and the leaders focus on social issues without evangelism. Now it does 

not grow. Ask God’s Spirit to revive these older Churches. Pray that the many Christians may see 

and embrace the pure gospel. 

4
Evangelical Church growth in Gabon continues. [rough the Christian and Missionary 

Alliance (C&MA), the Pentecostals, and newer indigenous African churches, evangelicals 

increased from 2.3 in 1960 to 12.7 in 2010. [e Church also grew in maturity, with commitment 

to yearlong prayer chains, all-night prayer gatherings, weekend prayer retreats, and more. Gab-

onese evangelicals have a vision for their country to be 20 evangelical by 2025, and for every 

Gabonese person to hear the gospel. [e C&MA-planted churches have a World Missions Centre 

and a Prayer Chapel for the nations, and now they and Bethany churches both send workers to 

other nations. 

5
Least-reached peoples. Gabon’s east was closed to evangelicals, and the northeast was the 

least evangelized and least developed. Few born-again Christians come from these areas. 

Praise God that they have opened up, with churches planted and people reached! Much work remains. 

[e Baka/Babinga people (o]en called Pygmies) are Gabon’s earliest inhabitants. [ey live in the 

undeveloped forest, where other peoples exploit and mistreat their unique culture and gentle nature. 

[e C&MA and Deeper Life reached out to them, and the Baka now have 10 congregations. Some Baka 

also joined churches of other ethnic groups.  
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The Gambia Africa

Pop 1.8 million. Capital Banjul (455,000).

Christians 78,000. Evangelical Christians 13,400.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Christian.

Largest Ethnic Groups Malinke (42.5%), Fulani/Fula (17.3%), 

Wolof (12.6%), Soninke/Serahule (9.9%), Atlantic (5.9%), 

Jola (4.7%), Other sub-Saharan African (10.1%). 

O"cial Language English. Trade languages: Mandinka, 

Wolof. All Languages 23.

Economy Agriculture, tourism, foreign aid. Possible oil 

and gas reserves.

Politics Independent from Britain in 1965. Now an 

elected government after several coups and military rule. Tight state controls over political and media activity.

1
 ank God for the mostly friendly relationships between Muslims and Christians in 

Gambia. Christians have more religious freedom here than in most Muslim countries. But 

most Christian work has been in the Greater Banjul area (coast). Few reach out to the Muslim ma-

jority, especially those who live upriver in the less-developed inland area. Pastors who serve inland 

struggle to maintain Ynancial support. Pray for continued religious freedom and peace. Pray for 

Gambians to have a vision to reach their own nation, and for creative ways to support those who 

move into more isolated areas.

2
 e small Gambian evangelical Church has few committed believers and many who do not 

practise their faith. Pray for immature Christians to grow deeper in their faith. [e active 

Christians cannot meet all the ministry needs, and many feel overburdened. Churches need disci-

pleship and leadership training. 

3
Pray for unreached peoples in the Gambia. [e Christian population receives more spiritual 

attention from missionaries and ministries than the unreached Muslim majority.

 Mandinkas (95 Muslim), who practise a mix of Islam and traditional customs. Few leave Islam 

because the community and family view those who leave as traitors. 

 Fulani, who consider themselves the guardians of Islam in West Africa. Gambian Fulani have 

settled more than the nomadic Fulani in other countries, but remain unreached.

 Jola. Most revere spirit powers. Some now follow Islam, and a few follow Christianity. Pray for 

more Jolas to Ynd freedom in Christ, and pray for the medical, translation, and church-planting 

work in their area. 

 Wolof, Serahule, and Serer. Fewer than 10 known Christians come from the 180,000 Serahule of 

Gambia. Medical work opens doors to the gospel in some villages. 
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Ghana Africa

Pop 24.3 million. Capital Accra (2.3 mill).

Christians 15.4 mill. Evangelical Christians 5.9 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups About 100 ethnic groups. Guinean/

Kwa (69.2%, includes Akan, Ewe, Ga-Adangme, Guang), 

Gur (25.6%, 29 peoples), Yoruba (1.6%).

O"cial Language English. All Languages 84.

Economy Based on cocoa, timber, gold, and tourism. 

New lake and hydro-electric project in development. 

Rich natural resources, but Ghana struggles with 

poverty. Forests were over-logged and soil depleted. 

Lack of rainfall brought poverty to northern farmers, who often migrate south. 

Politics Independent from Britain (1957). First regime was a disaster, followed by 5 military regimes. But 

stable multiparty democracy since 1992. Ghana has a positive role in diplomacy and peacekeeping in the 

region and continent.

1
Ghana has multiple ethnic groups and faiths, but it remains largely peaceful. Praise God! 

[e education system and constitution brought together all ethnicities, and helped build a 

stable democracy. Almost half of Ghana’s college-educated citizens live abroad. [is slows devel-

opment and prosperity at home. Pray that government leaders might seek guidance from God, and 

not from human philosophies or the spirits.

2
Ghana enjoys a rich Christian tradition! Many newer churches emerged, and many tradi-

tional denominations have a vibrant spiritual life. When churches multiply quickly, doctrines 

can become confused. Ghana has the blessing of many training institutions. Pray for mature leaders 

for the Church. 63 of Ghanaians call themselves Christian, but only about 10 attend church regu-

larly. Traditional African practices present the greatest challenge to Christians. Pray for a clear break 

from all bondage to charms and the occult, and pray for true liberty in Jesus. 

3
Pray for a Christian vision for the nation. Indigenous churches took up the challenge of the 

unevangelized in their own country. More and more southern Christians now reach out to the 

northerners. But thousands of villages in Ghana still have no church at all. Ghanaian and expat 

workers must labour together for the harvest. Pray especially for the Gur peoples (mostly in the north), 

and the Guinean/Kwa peoples (mostly in northern or Volta regions).

4
Islam has set out to conquer Ghana, and has made progress. Muslim numbers grow through 

births, immigration, and conversions (especially non-Muslim women who marry Muslim 

men). Most Muslims now live in the southern, traditionally non-Muslim, areas. Praise God that some 

Muslims, even some imams (religious leaders), Ynd Christ. Pray for loving witness by believers. Pray 

especially for the Hausa, whose culture in�uences Islam in all of West Africa. Pray for the Holy Spirit 

to win many more Muslims to Jesus.

5
Less-evangelized parts of society:

 !e cities grew when many ethnic groups migrated there. Northerners in southern cities 

(over 1 million) easily turn to Islam. Pray for cross-cultural workers to increase the northern-

language congregations in the southern cities. 
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 Trokosi (girls in servitude to fetish priests) number up to 20,000. Ministries like Every Child and 

International Needs o�er them freedom in Christ. Ghana made this practice illegal in 1998, but 

priests hold signiYcant spiritual power, and people need courage and faith to openly oppose them. 

 Street children number over 30,000. Several ministries work with these needy orphans and aban-

doned children.

 Young people hold the key to revival in Ghana. Over 40 of the population are under age 15, and 

many feel open to spiritual matters. Current outreach to them does not meet the need. Islam and 

African traditional religions have the most in�uence in the villages. 

Guinea Africa

Pop 10.3 million. Capital Conakry (1.7 mill).

Christians 461,000. Evangelical Christians 75,000.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Christian.

Largest Ethnic Groups West Atlantic (45.8%), Mande 

(42.7%), Mande-Fu (9.2%).

O"cial Language French. Major local languages: Fulbe, 

Malinke, Susu, Kissi, Guerze, Tome. All Languages 38.

Economy Huge potential from mineral deposits, fertile 

land, and good water supply. But corruption and 

mismanagement have led to poverty, riots, and 

demonstrations.

Politics Independent from France in 1958. Marxist regime from 1984, then one president for 24 years. Eventual 

transition to a civilian government with democratic elections since 2010.

1
Praise God for Guinea’s long but peaceful transition to democracy from 1984. It remained 

more stable than nearby countries, and served as a refuge for those who �ee war and violence. 

Freedom exists for Christian witness and missionary activity. Repression under the Marxist regime 

made Muslims more receptive to Christianity, although intolerance recently increased in certain areas.

2
Christians make up a small minority of the 

population. Most live in Conakry and the 

southeast forests. [e Church declined around 15 years 

ago. Evangelism and church planting slowed down, and 

less-committed Christians le] the faith. Guinea has 3 

Bible schools and 6 leadership training schools, but still 

lacks Christian leaders. 43 of the population are under 

age 15. Pray for believers who will persevere, and pray 

against the enemy who seeks to destroy young or weak 

Christians before they can grow. 

3
Missions vision. More than 20 evangelical mis-

sions serve the unreached with wonderful unity 

and coordination. A small, young, indigenous mission movement serves the nation as well. Out of 

more than 40 people groups, only a few have no church-planting work among them! Work among 
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Muslim peoples increased. Guinea still needs pioneer missionaries because it is a di�cult Yeld. Pray 

for strength, health, and perseverance for those brave enough to answer God’s call. Pray for more 

missionaries, especially to the Muslim groups.

4
Guinea remains largely unreached, and requires much prayer for a major breakthrough.

 Malinke. SIM International helped create worship music composed and recorded by Ma-

linkes. Radio ministry now needs to be revived. A few Malinke churches exist, with Malinke leaders. 

 Fulbe, or Futa Jalon. [is people serve as guardians of Islam across West Africa. A small number 

of believers grows through e�orts of mission agencies who work together. New believers struggle 

to break free from the social and spiritual bonds of Islam.

 Susu. 3 small Susu churches operate in or near Conakry, and a few believers live in the southern 

interior near the Guinea-Bissau border. Workers just Ynished the New Testament translation and 

recorded audio Scriptures. Pray for many to receive and hear the Word of God!

 !e forest region. It received many thousands of refugees from Liberia and Sierra Leone, and 

needs special prayer. Some ex-rebels in the area promote an aggressive form of Islam, which creates 

tension with the native Kpelle people (which includes many Christians). 

Guinea-Bissau Africa

Pop 1.6 million. Capital Bissau (309,000).

Christians 180,000. Evangelical Christians 27,000.

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Non-religious. 

Largest Ethnic Groups Atlantic (53.5%, 17 groups), Fulbe (21.7%, 

2 groups), Malinke (11.9%, 5 groups), Crioulo (11.9%).

Official Language Portuguese. National language: 

Portuguese Creole, spoken by at least half the 

population. All Languages 25.

Economy One of the world’s poorest countries. Relies on 

cashew nuts, fish, hardwood, other agricultural 

products. Massive foreign debt. Trans-shipment point 

for cocaine from South America to Europe. 

Politics Independent from Portugal in 1974, followed by one-party revolutionary government until 1994. 1998 

uprising led to civil war until 2000. Series of elections, coups followed. Since independence no leader has 

served a full term in o9ce. 

1
Poverty, political unrest, and violent con%ict combine to burden the population. Opportunity 

for progress and development seems distant. [e in�uence of drug shipments leads to corrupt 

police, army, and government leaders, and can trap already poor people in destruction. Guinea-

Bissau’s history of political unrest reveals a need for stability and forgiveness. Pray that God would 

raise up righteous leaders for the people.

2
Praise the Lord for religious freedom in Guinea-Bissau. Evangelicals assisted with humanitarian 

needs during the civil war, and worked together with Catholics and Muslims in political reconcili-

ation e�orts. [is brought respect and freedoms for the Evangelical Church of Guinea-Bissau. Pray that the 

Church might continue to show practical love and compassion, and to work for peace and reconciliation. 

North Atlantic Ocean

Guinea-

Bissau

Senegal

Guinea

Gambia
Bissau

Bijagos



Kenya 37

3
 e Evangelical Church of Guinea-Bissau has mature, indigenous leadership. But the poorer, 

rural congregations su�er neglect, since pastors prefer not to serve there. [ose who minister 

rurally must care for several congregations at once. Pray for trained, passionate national workers to 

go to the remote and unreached parts of Guinea-Bissau and the entire region.

4
Pray for the less-reached groups. Missionaries still come to Guinea-Bissau, mostly Latin 

Americans and Asians. Most do not stay long-term. Some set up new denominations near 

existing churches rather than going to needy and unreached areas. Pray for missionaries to work 

together well with one another and with the national Church. Pray also for a greater focus on 

reaching the unevangelized. [e Muslim Fula/Fulbe and Mandinka brought Islam to Guinea-

Bissau. Pray that they may also become responsible for spreading the good news of Jesus! Very 

little to no work exists for the Biafada, Nalu, Soninke, and other peoples with mixed Muslim and 

animist beliefs. 

Kenya Africa

Pop 40.9 million. Capital Nairobi (3.5 mill).

Christians 33.8 mill. Evangelical Christians 20 mill.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups Bantu peoples (66%), Nilotic (29.8%), 

Cushitic (2.7%), Swahili (0.6%), South Asian (0.3%), Arab 

(0.2%), British (0.2%), Khoisan (0.1%).

O"cial Languages English, Swahili. All Languages 74.

Economy Based on agriculture, light industries, and 

tourism. Good growth 1963-1976, but then decline due 

to debt, recession, and mismanagement. Kenya is well-

known for widespread corruption. Droughts, 7oods, 

and famines a4ect large areas, raise food prices, and cause loss of livestock.

Politics Independent from Britain in 1963. Years of mainly stable government favoured one ethnic group and 

suppressed opposition. Now a multiparty state. Violence and ethnic con7ict followed the 2007 elections, and 

brought a coalition government. Kenyans approved a new constitution in 2010.

1
Kenya is stable at this time, but faces many threats. Droughts in the north resulted in the 

death of 80 of livestock, and decreased pastureland. Ethnic groups clash violently over 

limited resources. [e fragile environment, the need for land reform, a wide gap between rich and 

poor, scarce water, and urban slums that quickly spread all create tension in Kenyan society. Many 

of these fed the ethnic and political violence of 2007-2008. Pray for peace, for wise governance, and 

for practical solutions.

2
Kenya has a massive evangelical presence. Nearly 50 of the population identify themselves 

as evangelicals, from Protestant, Independent, Anglican, and Catholic backgrounds! Pente-

costals especially experienced rapid growth. Overall, 82 of Kenyans call themselves “Christian”. Why 

then does Kenya have so much poverty, and such corruption? With so much corruption, terrorists 

and international drug tra�ckers use Kenya as a base. Pray for Christians to unite to oppose wrong-

doing, and to promote policies that honour God. Kenya needs a just and honest government that will 

upli] the poor and punish the wicked. 
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3
Praise God for waves of church growth and renewal! [e East African Revival (1948-1960) 

deeply impacted the Anglican, Presbyterian, and Methodist Churches. More recent charis-

matic renewal impacted millions of Catholics and Anglicans. Rapid growth brings challenges that 

need prayer. Less than 10 of Christians attend church regularly. Independent churches multiply 

quickly, but may lack accountability. Some mix Christian teachings with unbiblical beliefs and prac-

tices. Kenya has over 80,000 congregations, and they need trained leaders. 70 institutions train 

Christian workers for ministry, but even these cannot address such a large need. Pray for new, ap-

propriate, a�ordable solutions.

4
Many Kenyans now serve cross-culturally within Kenya or abroad. [e Finish the Task 

movement mobilizes the Church to reach every unreached people in the nation. Kenya sends 

many missionaries, but could send many more, especially to the needy Horn of Africa region. Pray 

for churches, denominations, Bible schools, and seminaries to emphasize the Great Commission. 

Nairobi serves as a strategic hub for ministry in Africa and beyond. Many international Christian 

organizations have continental o�ces here.

5
Major sectors of the population need specialized ministry:

 Young people. [e majority of Kenyans are children and youth, and the Church must pri-

oritize ministry to them. City slum dwellers include over 100,000 street children. Pray for ways to 

minister to all aspects of these young people’s lives. 

 HIV/AIDS su&erers. About 500 people pass away every day due to AIDS, even though the infection 

rate decreased. Previously some Christians shunned those with HIV, but the Anglican Church 

recently apologized to AIDS victims for this mistreatment. Pray that Christians may lead in min-

istry to the sick, and to the hundreds of thousands of AIDS orphans. 

 Muslims. For centuries they have lived on the coast and in the northwest as a minority group. As 

Islam grows and changes, Christian-Muslim tensions increase. Violent outbreaks increase. Pray 

for peace between communities. Other Muslim groups live in the northeast (Oromo-related 

peoples), in the coastal hills (among the Mijikenda peoples), and along the coast (Swahili and Arab 

populations). Pray for Truth seekers to Ynd the Saviour. 

 !e Somali, who live in the northeast and in the cities. Trouble in Somalia drove tens of thousands 

into Kenya where they can encounter the gospel more easily than in their homeland. Some 

Christian workers reach out to them through holistic ministry, and perhaps a few hundred now 

follow Christ.

 !e Asian community made up of Muslims, Hindus, Jains, Parsees, Sikhs, and Christians. [ey 

work in trade and private industry, but face insecurity as Kenya’s economy struggles. Asian-African 

Concern Kenya brings together Asian, African, and international ministries who seek to reach all 

of East Africa’s Asian population. Pray for African churches to also pick up the challenge to reach 

Asians in Kenya. 
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Lesotho Africa

Pop 2.1 million. Capital Maseru (228,000).

Christians 1.9 mill. Evangelical Christians 253,000.

Largest Religion Christian.

Fastest Growing Religion Non-religious.

Largest Ethnic Groups Basotho (81%), Zulu (up to 15%).

O"cial Languages Sesotho, English. All Languages 6.

Economy One of the world’s poorest countries, highly 

dependent on South Africa for trade.

Politics A constitutional monarchy. Democracy starting 

to mature after decades of instability and foreign 

involvement.

1
Lesotho faces great challenges. [e HIV infection rate is among the highest in the world 

(23.2). Family breakdown, poverty, unemployment, and limited access to water frustrate 

daily life. [e people and the government struggle to cope with these burdens. Pray for wise lead-

ership and creative ways to improve quality of life. Mission Aviation Fellowship planes transport 

medical supplies and Christian workers in this mountainous country with few roads. [e mountain 

peoples are much less reached because of their isolated location. Christian radio reaches many in the 

lowlands, even non-churchgoers. Scripture Union shares God’s Word with young people through 

school groups. Pray for fruitful ministry in this needy land.

2
Pre-Christian traditional practices and beliefs are common in long-established churches. 

Early missionaries Christianized the Basotho, but most did not fully convert. Practices like 

ancestor worship, curses and charms, and secret societies that use magic, all o�end God’s holiness 

and the purity of the gospel. Pray for the Holy Spirit to cleanse and bring new life. Newer evangelical 

groups continue to plant churches that grow! Pray for new growth, and a spirit of humility and co-

operation among them.

Liberia Africa

Pop 4.1 million. Capital Monrovia (827,000).

Christians 1.7 mill. Evangelical Christians 601,000.

Largest Religion Ethnic religions.

Fastest Growing Religion Muslim.

Largest Ethnic Groups Mande/Malinke (48.7%, 9 groups), 

Kru (35.1%, 19 groups), Atlantic/Guinean (10%), 

Americo-Liberian (2.5%, returned American blacks), 

Kongo (2.5%, returned Caribbean freed slaves).

O"cial Language English. All Languages 31.

Economy Many natural resources (water, rubber, iron, 

diamonds, other). Maritime registry of ships is 2nd-

largest revenue source. But devastated by years of 

corruption (until 1980), then civil wars and chaos (1989-2003). Foreign aid and investment now help rebuild, 

but poverty a4ects many, and unemployment is high (up to 75%).

Politics Black Africa’s 0rst independent state (1847), created as a colony for freed American slaves. A coup in 

1980 ended Liberian-American dominance. Massive corruption and repression resulted in rebellion (1989), 

Indian
Ocean

Lesotho

South Africa

Swaziland

Maseru

North Atlantic
 

Ocean

Liberia

Sierra Leone
Guinea

Monrovia

Côte 
d’Ivoire



40  Pr ay for the Wor ld

then a period of turmoil (2 civil wars) overwhelmed the country until peaceful elections in 2005. Liberia 

elected Africa’s 0rst female leader, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

1
Praise God for peace and stability of recent years. Hundreds of thousands of refugees re-

turned, a new president came to power (the former leader was exiled), the country began to 

rebuild, and Christian ministry began to thrive once again. Liberia has an atmosphere of hope and 

progress, despite the obvious challenges.

2
Liberia’s recent civil wars devastated the country and traumatized the people. Around 

250,000 people died, including 50,000 children. [ousands more �ed. Almost the entire 

population either su�ered as victims or committed the harsh crimes. War rose out of ethnic hatreds, 

greed and corruption, and lust for power. Pray for reconciliation among the ethnic groups involved 

in the crimes and massacres. Several agencies work towards peace and reconciliation.

3
 e Church compromised its testimony, and must now regain it. Most Christian groups 

tolerated African traditional beliefs, tribal secret societies, magic and charms, and Freema-

sonry, and the enemy gained in�uence within the Church. Believers lost their compassion, and failed 

to care for the most vulnerable people. Many church buildings, schools, Bible colleges, and hospitals 

closed or need repair. Trained spiritual leaders �ed or lost their lives. But God has begun to change 

the Church into an instrument for healing and restoration. Some refugees studied theology while 

out of the country, and recently returned to serve. Pray for the Holy Spirit to purify, renew, and build 

up the body of Christ.

4
Family life must be restored. [e war traumatized a whole generation of young people.

Trauma counselling must now be part of training for Christian leaders and pastors, together 

with Bible teaching. Cry out to God for:

 Former child soldiers. [e 15,000 who survived now live with memories of all they saw and did. 

Over 30 already attempted suicide at least one time. [e prejudice and rejection they face since 

the war only wounds them again in the present. 

 Thousands of children who will never know their father. Most of these are children of rape, 

who live with poverty and shame. Their fathers were rebels or soldiers, or West African peace-

keeping forces. 

 Victims of sexual abuse. Military troops and rebels took thousands of girls during the war to serve 

as maids, porters, and usually as sexual slaves. Even now girls face abuse from some peacekeepers, 

aid workers, teachers, and others in positions of power. 

5
Less-reached peoples:

 Muslims in Liberia respond to the gospel when they see others demonstrate it through 

Community Health Evangelism and similar holistic programmes. Today foreign Muslim 

groups give money to restore mosques (the war also destroyed thousands of mosques), and 

spread Islamic teachings. 

 Peoples who follow animism (traditional African religions) live in the forests of the interior. 

All have a Christian minority, but the power of magic and charms is strong. Spiritual warfare 

and breakthrough must come and then continue for the Church to remain free from the 

clutches of the enemy. 



Libya 41

Libya Africa

Pop 6.5 million. Capital Tripoli (1.1 mill). 

Christians 173,000. Evangelical Christians 19,700. 

Largest Religion Muslim.

Fastest Growing Religion Christian. 

Largest Ethnic Groups Population data remains a di9cult 

issue, due to undocumented foreign migrants and 

more recent immigration. Arab (76.4%), Bedouin 

(13.7%), Berber (5.8%), Other (4.1%, includes labourers 

such as Punjabi, Italian, Serbian, Gypsy, Croatian, and 

Sinhalese). Also many thousands of undocumented 

Sub-Saharan Africans in transit to Europe.

O"cial Language Arabic. All Languages 32.

Economy Discovery of oil in 1959 transformed the economy. Oil generates 95% of export income, but little of the 

wealth reaches the masses. UN voted to lift sanctions against Libya (2003), and the economy progressed.

Politics Ruled by Italy (1911-1943). Full independence as a monarchy in 1951. Military coup (1969) led to an Islamic 

revolutionary republic under Muammar Qadda0, whose 42-year rule ended in violence with the 2011 uprising. 

First free elections in 6 decades held in 2012 to elect a General National Congress, with promise to transition 

to democracy and the rule of law. Destabilized by activities of many armed groups.

1
 e era of Qadda$ and sanctions is over. Potential for increased foreign investment and trade 

both exist. [e post-QaddaY government promised an open and democratic state that would 

be fair to all citizens. [is has not happened. Dozens of independent, armed militia groups continue 

to cause trouble for many, including for Christians. Pray for a future of peace, stability, religious 

freedom, and most of all for a future of peace with God.

2
 e spiritual climate in Libya changed signi$cantly in the years before the uprising. God 

has done a new work in this Muslim land, perhaps in answer to many prayers! Many people 

feel spiritually hungry, but those who seek Bibles o]en struggle to Ynd them. Materials exist in 

standard Arabic, but no Scriptures and almost no audio or video resources exist in Libyan Arabic. 

More Libyans come to Christ each year, although it remains only a small few. Praise God for these 

changes, and pray that they would accelerate. Pray for further opportunities to connect Libyans to 

the wider Christian world!

3
Large numbers of migrants come into Libya. Most come from Sub-Saharan Africa, but some 

come from North Africa and even parts of Asia. A few Ynd work in Libya, but more cross the 

dangerous deserts and seas in search of a new life in Europe. [e current chaos in Libya gives freedom 

for tra�ckers to exploit these vulnerable people. Pray that these tens or even hundreds of thousands 

would Ynd salvation, and not just earthly gain. Some of these migrants are believers. Pray that they 

might have a powerful spiritual impact on Libyans and on fellow migrants.

4
 e Christian community in Libya grows, but slowly. Most believers are foreign, and are 

Catholic or Orthodox. [e Protestant and Independent groups more actively practise their 

faith. Believers face many obstacles. [e government, relatives, and Islamic groups all pressure them 

to return to Islam. In the past, persecution came mostly from government spies, but now it comes 

from Islamist groups. Pray for believers to stay strong in the faith, to grow spiritually, and to Ynd 

fellowship with other believers for encouragement and strength. 
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