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Getting the Most  
Out of The Messiah

Long before Jesus walked the hills of Galilee, the people of God 
were looking for a deliverer. Their expectations and hopes were 
shaped by passages of Scripture that spoke—sometimes clearly 
and sometimes in shadow—of a Redeemer, Anointed by God, who 
would restore to God’s people all that had been lost to sin and 
rebellion and disobedience. At times, the prophets spoke in the 
language of a great king and a marvelous kingdom of peace. At 
other times, the promised One was described in terms of a humble 
servant who would suffer the penalty of human sin and loss.

When the New Testament witnesses began to tell the story 
of Jesus, they discovered that all the Old Testament passages 
about the Messiah found their fulfillment in this teacher from 
Nazareth. Almost every aspect of Jesus’ life and ministry and 
death had been pictured long before in the writings of the 
prophets. Even the passages that described the promised One 
as a conquering King were fulfilled in the promises Jesus made 
about his glorious reign and future return. The early Christians 
could come to only one conclusion: Jesus of Nazareth was the 
promised Messiah.

This study guide will explore some of the key passages in 
the Old Testament about the Messiah and their completion in 
the life and saving work of Jesus. Each study will deepen your 
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6   The Messiah

 understanding and appreciation of who Jesus is. You will gain 
new insight into Jesus’ character and power. You will see his 
whole career plotted out in the ancient writings of Israel.

These passages have had a profound effect on the imagina
tion and worship of Christians for two thousand years. One 
of the greatest expressions of worship and adoration was writ
ten by George Handel. He called his oratorio Messiah. We hear 
it (or parts of it) sung every year during the Christmas sea
son. What many listeners fail to realize is that the entire text 
of Handel’s Messiah is drawn from Scripture—and it includes 
many of the Old Testament passages that shaped Israel’s hope 
for their Redeemer.

So, while the focus of this study guide will be on the bibli
cal passages about the coming Messiah, you will also have the 
option of exploring sections of Handel’s adaptation of some of 
these passages in Messiah. I hope you will play a recording of 
the significant sections or sing those sections as part of your 
Bible study.

If you work through this study near the time of Advent or 
Easter, it will prepare your heart in a fresh way for those cele
brations. But any time of the year, these studies will draw you 
closer to Jesus in adoration and appreciation. Be open to all 
that God desires to do in you as you take a long look at your 
Redeemer and Savior and King.

Suggestions for Individual Study
1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you 

through his Word. 
2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the per

sonal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help 
you focus on God and on the theme of the study.

3. Each study deals with a particular passage so that you 
can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and 
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Getting the Most Out of The Messiah   7

reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written us
ing the language of the New International Version, so you may 
wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard 
Version is also recommended.

4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you dis
cover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes 
three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the 
basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation 
questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application 
questions help you discover the implications of the text for grow
ing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.

Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided 
or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper 
understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.

5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to 
look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.

6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God 
for what you have learned and to pray about the applications 
that have come to mind.

7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or 
Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.

Suggestions for Members of a Group Study 
1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for indi

vidual study mentioned above. You will find that careful prepara
tion will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.

2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of 
your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be en
couraging the members of the group to discuss what they have 
learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found 
in this guide. 

3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be 
based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not 

TheMessiah.indd   7 4/24/14   11:25 AM



8   The Messiah

on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These 
studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely 
should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for  
everyone to participate in indepth study on equal ground.

4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen at
tentively when they describe what they have learned. You may 
be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety 
of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, par
ticularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead 
the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.

When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. 
Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some 
of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.

5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are some
times so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little 
opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But 
allow others to also.

6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being dis
cussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that 
you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but 
also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can 
take action individually and/or as a group. 

7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered 
confidential and should not be discussed outside the group un
less specific permission is given to do so.

8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional sug
gestions at the back of the guide.
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1
His Name  

Is Wonderful
Messiah’s Character

We are all interested in names. Not long ago the world waited in 
anticipation to hear a royal baby’s official name. We don’t number 
our children; we name them. Names demonstrate our uniqueness 
and our personhood. One of the greatest compliments we can give 
another person is to call them by name.

Our names may link us to a grandparent or may be a favorite 
name chosen by our parents, but they don’t have much signifi
cance beyond identifying us. That is not true with most biblical 
names—and especially with the names God gives to himself. 
God’s names and titles reflect his character; they reveal what 
God is like.

Group Discussion. Tell the group something about your name 
(or a nickname) and why you like or dislike your name.

personal reflection. What name would God give you if he 
were to describe your character? What name would you give 

I s a i a h  9 :6 -7
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10   The Messiah

God to describe your relationship or experience with him?

Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isa
iah caught a glimpse of his amazing character. God’s promised 
Messiah would be wonderful in every way! Read Isaiah 9:6-7.

1. What words and phrases in these verses point to this prom
ised One as a human being?

What evidence do you find here that he is more than a human 
being?

2. When you need direction or counsel, who is the first person 
you turn to and why do you go to that person?

3. When and how do you turn to Jesus for direction and coun
sel—and how does he give that counsel to you?

4. What does it mean to you today that the “Mighty God” car
ries sovereign authority for our world on his shoulders?
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His Name Is Wonderful     11

5. Isaiah’s title “Everlasting Father” can be translated “father of 
eternity” or “source of eternal things.” In Jesus the eternal God 
was joined to human time and space. In what ways do those 
who follow Jesus find themselves linked to eternal blessings?

6. The Messiah would also bring shalom—not just the absence 
of conflict, but wellbeing or true peace in every area of life. 
Where in your life do you need to claim Jesus’ offer of peace?

7. Which one of the four titles given to the Messiah in verse 6 
fits Jesus best as you know him today?

Which title seems most distant from your experience and why?

8. How would you describe the scope and permanence of the 
Messiah’s reign from these two verses?

9. In what ways does Jesus reign over your life, and how can 
you submit more fully to his lordship?

As you pray, submit yourself or some area of your life completely to 
Jesus. Let his peace enfold you.
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 Now or Later

George Frideric Handel’s Messiah is a musical phenomenon. 
 Every year this masterful piece is performed hundreds of times 
by everyone from wellrehearsed choirs with scores of voices to 
“join in where you can” community singalongs.

Handel’s work belongs to the musical genre of oratorio. Like 
operas, oratorios are dramatic stories set entirely to music for 
soloists, choir or chorus, and orchestra. Unlike opera, orato
rios do not include acting, costumes or stage scenery. Oratorios 
usually tell sacred stories drawn from the Bible or the lives of 
Christian saints.

Messiah is a combination of the music of Handel and the text 
compiled by Charles Jennings. Jennings drew every word from 
the Bible (sometimes the King James Version and sometimes 
from the translation used in the Book of Common Prayer).

The Old Testament writers promised that the coming of 
the Messiah would bring light into the darkness of a world 
shrouded in sin and death. In part 1, scene 3, section 2 of Mes-
siah, darkness gives way to glorious light. The bass soloist sings 
a wandering melody, depicting our aimless journey in spiritual 
darkness. But then light begins to pierce the darkness.

The light is the virgin’s child, Emmanuel. The scene reaches 
its climax in the coming of a Redeemer who will scatter the 
darkness with his presence and power—“for unto us a child 
is born.”

Listen to both the aria (“The people that walked in dark
ness”) and the chorus (“For unto us a child is born”). If you 
have access to the musical score, sing along with the soloist and 
the chorus. This is every Christian’s story! We have seen the 
light in the face of Jesus.
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