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EDITORS’ PREFACE

The Apollos Old Testament Commentary takes its name from the 
Alexandrian Jewish Christian who was able to impart his great learning 
fervently and powerfully through his teaching (Acts 18:24–25). He ably 
applied his understanding of past events to his contemporary society. This 
series seeks to do the same, keeping one foot firmly planted in the universe 
of the original text and the other in that of the target audience, which is 
preachers, teachers and students of the Bible. The series editors have 
selected scholars who are adept in both areas, exhibiting scholarly excel-
lence along with practical insight for application.

Translators need to be at home with the linguistic practices and semantic 
nuances of both the original and target languages in order to be able to 
transfer the full impact of the one into the other. Commentators, however, 
serve as interpreters of the text rather than simply its translators. They 
also need to adopt a dual stance, though theirs needs to be even more solid 
and diversely anchored than that of translators. While they also must have 
the linguistic competence to produce their own excellent translations,  
they must moreover be fully conversant with the literary conventions, 
sociological and cultural practices, historical background and under-
standing, and theological perspectives of those who produced the text as 
well as those whom it concerned. On the other side, they must also under-
stand their own times and culture, able to see where relevance for the 
original audience is transferable to that of current readers. For this to be 
accomplished, it is not only necessary to interpret the text, but one must 
also interpret the audience.

Traditionally, commentators have been content to highlight and expound 
the ancient text. More recently, the need for an anchor in the present day 
has also become more evident, and this series self-consciously adopts this 
approach, combining both the traditional and the modern. Each author 
analyses the original text through a new translation, textual notes, a dis-
cussion of the literary form, structure and background of the passage, as 
well as commenting on elements of its exegesis. A study of the passage’s 
interpretational development in Scripture and the church concludes each 
section, serving to bring the passage home to the modern reader. What 
we intend, therefore, is to provide not only tools of excellence for the 
academy, but also tools of function for the pulpit.

David W. Baker
Gordon J. Wenham





AUTHOR’S PREFACE

In 1986 as I prepared to attend Northwest Bible College in Edmonton, 
Alberta, my parents gave me my first study Bible. It was big, and its  
weight signalled the serious task about to be undertaken. I still have that 
Bible, filled with notes and jottings, prayer requests and answers. I can 
flip to the back and find there a chart of the kings of Israel and Judah. 
My old notations make clear my discovery: more kings were failures than 
successes.

The fates of these leaders captured my imagination and I always 
suspected I’d be spending more time with them in study. It delightfully 
came in the form of a commentary project that has undergirded my 
ministry for several years.

I started this commentary project not quite knowing the journey ahead. 
But I knew intuitively that I would need companions on the way. As  
I prepare to send the manuscript to Inter-Varsity Press, I have fully  
experienced the truth of that intuition. So, although it seems a pitifully 
insufficient acknowledgment, I give my thanks to many. This commentary 
is my work, but your lives and prayers have lifted me up and held me to 
the task.

Thank you to the many prayer partners through these six years:  
Cheryl Shea, Stephanie Douglas Bowman, my family, my home group, 
and colleagues past and present. You never once said you were tired of 
hearing my excitement or woes as I worked through a text that variously 
felt impossible, challenged my heart, informed my classes or brought me 
to worship. May your faithfulness be repaid.

Thank you to Stan Hamm, my dean at Providence Theological Seminary 
who enabled my sabbatical year and helped me guard precious time for 
writing. Thanks must also go to my colleagues who during that year  
graciously excused my participation in preparing an Association of 
Theological Schools in the United States and Canada visitation report. 
My students at Providence Theological Seminary voiced their interest and 
encouragement, and their reflections on the insights I brought to class 
helped shaped my conclusions. Special thanks are given to Martha 
Loeppky, whose tireless efforts at tracking down inter-library loan materials 
saved countless hours and made my task immensely lighter.

Regarding the editing process, I wish to thank the series editors Dr David 
W. Baker and Dr Gordon J. Wenham. Their wise and judicious comments 
on the manuscript have immeasurably improved it. Grateful thanks are 
given to Mr Eldo Barkhuizen for his careful work during the copy-editing 
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phase, and to Dr Philip Duce, Senior Commissioning Editor at Inter-
Varsity Press, who shepherded the whole project with grace and skill.

Finally, for my husband Steven. You never doubted that God would 
reveal his word and prayed to that end. You asked the most difficult 
questions, got the humour of the narratives, and sustained me through all 
the seasons of writing. Your love was always there: sure, kind and strong. 
For these blessings I give thanks.

I dedicate this volume to my parents, Douglas Kenmure Wray and 
Virginia May Wray. They taught me the responsibilities and joys of 
worship. They were the first to believe his call for me, and their support 
through the years has never failed. 

From him, and through him and to him are all things. May the King 
receive all glory!

Lissa M. Wray Beal
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INTRODUCTION

1. THE STORY OF 1 –  2  KINGS

As the name implies, the corpus of 1 – 2 Kings covers the era of Israel’s 
monarchic rulers. Beginning with the transition of power from David to 
his son Solomon, the narrative pursues its course until the exile of both 
the northern and southern kingdoms, and the effective end of the monarchy 
in Israel. 

Taking up the preceding promise to David of an ongoing dynasty 
(2 Sam. 7), 1 – 2 Kings begins with a lengthy narrative of Solomon and 
the establishment of the dynasty in his time. Dynastic establishment is 
effected by David’s fiat of succession and the concomitant anointing and 
acclamation of the successor. The attainment of peace and prosperity in 
Solomon’s reign (1 Kgs 4 – 5) enables Solomon to build the temple (1 Kgs 
6 – 8). The temple is not only a place for worship of YHWH according 
to Deuteronomistic norms, but also stands as a testament to the con-
solidation of Solomon’s rule and YHWH’s approval of the dynasty. Sadly, 
despite the several warnings given Solomon to walk in YHWH’s laws, 
statutes and commandments, Solomon’s reign at several points reveals his 
failure to do so and the outcome is the establishment of foreign worship 
in Jerusalem and its environs (1 Kgs 11).

The promise granted David is not without the possibility of chastise-
ment should his descendants disregard YHWH’s torah (2 Sam. 7:14). 
Solomon’s reign concludes with adversaries threatening Israel’s peace, and 
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a new promise that much of the kingdom will be torn from the Davidic 
line. The establishment of Jeroboam’s rule over the northern tribes in the 
time of Solomon’s son sets in motion the trajectory for the remainder of 
the corpus as kings of north and south rise and fall. 

From 1 Kgs 12 to 2 Kgs 17 the narrative alternates between the northern 
and southern kingdoms, with vignettes and more extended narratives 
exploring selected events from the lives of the monarchs. The rule of each 
monarch is measured by particular criteria, foremost of which is their 
obedience to the deuteronomic law regarding worship practices. In the 
south the presence of the temple as the dwelling place of YHWH ensures 
some measure of cultic faithfulness, although not all cultic practices fall 
under the aegis of the Deuteronomistic norm. In the north kings are 
uniformly disobedient, and in 2 Kgs 17 the northern kingdom falls to the 
advancing Assyrian Empire. The chapter details the theological reasons 
for the fall and exile of the northern kingdom: primary are the cultic 
disobedience of both king and people.

The remaining chapters of 2 Kings turn to the fate of the southern 
kingdom. Despite the warning example of the northern kingdom’s demise 
and the reforming efforts of Hezekiah (2  Kgs 18) and Josiah (2  Kgs  
22 – 23), Judah’s cultic life continues to deteriorate. This decline reaches 
its nadir in the apostasy of Manasseh, who, as a southern Ahab, walks in 
the ways of the nations. For his apostasy, final judgment is pronounced 
upon Judah. Despite the reforming efforts of Manasseh’s grandson Josiah, 
final judgment falls upon Judah at the hands of the Babylonian Empire; 
they are carried into exile, their king is deposed and imprisoned in the 
Babylonian court, and their temple and city are destroyed as YHWH’s 
wrath is outpoured.

Yet the final verses of 2  Kings leave the future open: the promises  
granted David, and more – the covenant commitment of YHWH to his 
people is yet operative. Though disobedient to the point of the ultimate 
chastisement of exile, God’s people may yet again experience his covenant 
grace.

The corpus of Kings attends to monarchic rulers and the effects of their 
rule upon the nation. It attends to issues of the nation and those in power. 
Yet the book is not a cold accounting of events without the colouration 
of individual lives. Many kings are developed characters whose personal 
lives as much as their executive powers shape the theology that clearly 
underlies the books. Kings marry, sicken, pray, build residences and give 
gifts, and the selective recounting of such events enlivens the kings as much 
as speaks to theological emphases.

Other individuals rise to prominence as the history unfolds. Prophets 
play a prominent role: Elijah and Elisha, for instance, are key figures from 
1 Kgs 17 to 2 Kgs 13. Royal family members and nobility (such as Bathsheba 
[1 Kgs 1 – 2] and Naboth [1 Kgs 21]) precipitate great events. Palace func-
tionaries (such as Obadiah [1 Kgs 18]) represent kings, and otherwise 
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unknown and ordinary folk (such as the besieged women [2 Kgs 6:26–30] 
or Hiel of Bethel [1 Kgs 16:34]) provide crucial plot turns or commentary 
within the ongoing story.

But it is the kings around whom the story revolves. These figures are, 
however, indicators of two other important characters in 1 – 2 Kings. The 
first character is YHWH. Kings serve at YHWH’s behest and the monarchy 
is his allowance given his people when they rejected his own kingship 
(1 Sam. 8 – 12; Deut. 17:14–20). The monarchy is given in the hope of wise 
and godly leadership and the kings are intended as pointers to the one 
they represent as co-regent.

The kings also point to a second character: the covenant people of God. 
For good or ill, the people follow the king as they followed pre-monarchic 
leaders. With the leadership of Moses and Joshua, YHWH’s people 
escaped servitude and in hope entered the Promised Land. Both Moses 
and Joshua led the people in covenant making and renewal before YHWH 
(Exod. 19 – 24; Deut. 29; Josh. 24). Under the judges Israel was repeatedly 
called to repentance and covenant faithfulness. Kings were to lead the 
people to follow YHWH, to worship him truly and enjoy the life of 
promise. The tragedy is that the life of promise too quickly degenerated 
to servitudes: syncretized and aberrant worship, corvée labour for monu-
mental building projects, and the ongoing encroachment of foreign armies 
with the ultimate loss of national life and servitude in Babylon – a new 
Egypt.

1 – 2 Kings tells this tragedy, but because it tells the story of YHWH’s 
involvement with his people, it is never a story without hope and the 
possibility of new life.

2.  1  –  2  KINGS IN THE CANON

Although the present formation of Kings divides the narrative into two 
books, that division is artificial and practical. Originally reproduced  
on ancient scrolls, the narrative’s length could not easily be accom-
modated on even the longest scroll. The present division of 1 – 2 Kings 
provides for two blocks of fairly equal length, each reproducible on a 
single scroll. The connection between the two books is apparent as,  
in its present form, the reign of Ahaziah begins in 1 Kgs 22 but ends  
in 2 Kgs 1.

It is helpful to examine the different places in which the books appear 
in both the Hebrew and the English canons of Scripture. Early wit- 
nesses to the Hebrew canon (for instance, Josephus [Against Apion 
1.37–43], the Prologue to Sirach, and even the NT [Luke 24:44]) reveal 
its division into three main sections: the writings of Moses (the 
Pentateuch), the Prophets (including the Former and Latter Prophets) 
and the Writings. Kings is placed in the Former Prophets, with Joshua, 
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Judges and Samuel; the Latter Prophets include Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
and the Twelve.

The English canon (the one reflected in most English translations today) 
was shaped in response to the concerns and understandings of the early 
church. No longer placed in a discrete section of Former Prophets, Kings 
is now in a large section known as the Historical Books that includes books 
from Joshua to Nehemiah.

Before discussing the import of the placement of Kings in the English 
Bible, a discussion of its placement in the Former Prophets illuminates 
many of the themes and theological concerns of Kings. This discussion is 
especially important as often the prophetic outlook of Kings is overlooked. 
Given modern discourse concerning historical chronology and verifiability, 
the classification of Kings as one of the Historical Books can foreground 
those questions, overshadowing the important consideration of Kings’s 
prophetic character. This brief discussion serves as an introduction only; 
many of the items surfaced here are examined in greater detail later in 
this introduction.

2.1.  The prophetic character of  1 – 2 Kings

One obvious indication of the prophetic outlook of Kings is the many 
prophets in its chapters. These prophets include major characters whose 
words and action strongly shape the narratives (Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, 
Micaiah, Huldah), as well as those mentioned in passing (Jehu [1 Kgs 
16:1]; Jonah [2 Kgs 14:25]), and even prophets who remain unnamed  
(1 Kgs 20:13, 22, 35; 2 Kgs 9:1; 17:13). Wherever prophets appear, they are 
not simply incidental characters but forward the narrative and its themes. 
By their actions, confrontations with power and prophecies, they com-
municate YHWH’s will for king and people.

The prophetic character of Kings is also apparent in the emphasis on 
the fulfilment of the prophetic word. The prophets as YHWH’s covenant 
mediators speak his word, and that word is fulfilled with an inevitability 
that speaks to its power. Gerhard von Rad (1953: 74–92) provides the 
classic exploration of this phenomenon. He rightly argues that the fulfil-
ment of the prophetic word is repeatedly noted in Kings (1953: 74–92; see 
7.3 below). The fulfilment of this word is a primary theological theme 
undergirding the corpus. 

Finally, the placement of Kings within the Former Prophets reveals  
a conviction that the events recorded therein are interpreted from the 
divine perspective. Not simply a neutral listing of historical occur- 
rences, the presentation is shaped to reveal YHWH’s activity and his 
purposes in the life of his covenant people. Within that prophetic  
record the prophets serve as reliable guides to understand this divine 
perspective.
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2.2.  The historical character of  1 – 2 Kings

In the English canon Kings is included in the section of Historical Books. 
This placement indicates the early church understood the book plays a 
unique role in the historical unfolding of YHWH’s plan. For the church 
that plan culminates in Jesus the Messiah. This recognition does not 
preclude the prophetic character of the book but reflects an additional 
appropriation of its message.

The canonical placement in the Historical Books reveals the conviction 
that the book has a historiographic intent. The exploration of the meaning 
and implications of this intent is addressed later in this introduction (5.2). 
This is an important discussion in a modern age concerned with questions 
of history and chronology, but these modern questions must not displace 
a more lasting theological pursuit, which is the focus of the present 
discussion.

The placement of Kings within the Historical Books reveals a theo-
logical understanding that reaches deeper than concerns about historical 
verifiability. The church understood it was part of, because a continuance 
of, the long history of YHWH’s unfolding will that culminates in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Not only is what YHWH did in the nation of Israel 
pertinent to that nation in its own time, not only is what YHWH did in 
the nation of Israel pertinent to that nation’s own reflection upon its 
history, but YHWH’s action in Israel’s history is a historical preparation 
for Jesus the Christ. Likewise, the church that arose out of his life was 
grafted in to that same history (Rom. 11:17).

The English canon, then, makes plain that Jesus Christ and his church 
cannot be wholly understood on the basis of the NT alone. His character, 
words, actions, and especially his death and resurrection, take up the 
covenants traced through Israel’s history and expressed in Kings. And in 
the study of Kings can be found words, actions and types that illuminate 
Jesus’ life, and the necessities that called forth that life.

2.3.  1 – 2 Kings in relation to the larger canon of  Scripture

1 – 2 Kings is indelibly connected to the larger canon of Scripture. It draws 
upon, and informs other books within the canon and, although the nature 
of the dependence or influence is not always without dispute (e.g. the 
relationship of Kings to Jeremiah or Isaiah), the book is clearly part of a 
larger whole, connected by overarching plot, language and themes.

The connection to the Pentateuch has already been alluded to. Kings is 
aware of the promises made to Abraham and posits the Abrahamic 
Covenant as instrumental to the relationship between YHWH and Israel. 
It is to the Abrahamic Covenant that YHWH’s persistent commitment to 
Israel is credited (1 Kgs 18:36; 2 Kgs 13:23). To the role of the priests and 
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the sacrificial system recorded in Exodus and Leviticus Kings pays little 
attention. However, Kings is not without cultic concern. That concern is 
reflected in the centrality of the temple to the life of the nation. 
Deuteronomy provides the call to worship YHWH at the place he will 
choose as a dwelling for his name (Deut. 12:5; 16:5–6). This call finds its 
fulfilment in the Jerusalem temple (1 Kgs 8:13–20), where the ark is housed. 
Worship in that temple is prescribed according to the norms of 
Deuteronomy, and Israel and their king are repeatedly called to live by the 
statutes and laws of Deuteronomy. The temple is a symbol of YHWH’s 
favour upon king and nation, but even more a symbol of YHWH’s living 
presence in the midst of his people and their ability to call upon him in 
prayer (1 Kgs 8).

The importance of Deuteronomy to Kings is part of a larger phenom-
enon. Deuteronomy can be viewed as an introduction to the large block 
of literature (Joshua–Kings) that records Israel’s entry into, life in and 
exile from the land. The influence of Deuteronomy upon Joshua–Kings 
has long been recognized and raises questions regarding the authorial 
relationship of Deuteronomy to these books (see further at ‘Critical issues 
of authorship and date’, below).

The canonical relationship of the books extending from Deuteronomy 
to Kings is one of narrative arc: Deuteronomy prepares Israel by providing 
the torah for successful life in the land. Joshua narrates the entry into the 
land and, what is left uncompleted in Joshua is taken up in Judges 1. The 
remainder of Judges speaks of the ongoing failure of Israel to live according 
to the deuteronomic code and YHWH’s chastisement of a wayward people. 
It is the two books of Samuel that move the nation from the charismatic 
leadership of judges to dynastic monarchy, narrating the lives of the first 
two kings, Saul and David. David’s life ends and the succession passes to 
Solomon in 1 Kgs 1 – 2. Kings takes Israel and Judah through five hundred 
years that end in exile, fulfilling the curses outlined in Deuteronomy.

Kings also has a particular canonical connection to the chronicler’s 
history. The chronicler retells what is contained in Kings, addressing the 
theological concerns of the post-exilic era. Much of the chronicler’s work 
is a verbatim account of material from Kings, and specific citations (2 Chr. 
16:11; 20:34; 25:26) suggest the chronicler often used Kings as source 
material (Williamson 1982: 17–23).

The prophetic nature of Kings connects it with the prophetic corpus of 
the so-called Writing Prophets. These prophets, like the prophets within 
Kings, similarly stand as covenant mediators between YHWH and the 
people. Thus, for instance, Jeremiah can be cited as calling Israel back to 
covenant life. Within the prophetic corpus Jeremiah also has a more 
specific connection to Kings. He prophesied in Jerusalem during the final 
years of the southern kingdom and his work addresses many of the same 
historical events with substantial verbatim repetition (for instance, the fall 
of Jerusalem [Jer. 39]; the governorship of Gedaliah [Jer. 40 – 41]).
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Finally, a consideration of canonical connections must move to the 
canon of the Christian tradition. Beyond viewing the NT story as a con-
tinuance of the history unfolded in Kings (as above), there are more specific 
connections, the most pertinent being the presentation of Christ as the 
king of Israel. He is born of the Davidic line (Matt. 1:1–17; Luke 1:69; 
Rom. 1:3) and at his birth is sought as Israel’s king, the anointed one 
(Matt. 2:2; Luke 2:11). His trial and crucifixion are as Israel’s king (Matt. 
27:29, 37, 42; Mark 15:2, 26; Luke 22:67; 23:3, 38) and his commission to 
his followers is with sovereign authority (Matt. 28:18–20). There is no 
doubt that in the NT, YHWH the king of Israel (Exod. 15:18; 19:6; 1 Sam. 
8:7; 12:12; Pss 93:1; 95:3; 96:10) is embodied in Jesus of the line of David. 
That which every king in 1 – 2 Kings does with greater or lesser degrees 
of failure, Jesus the Christ does with perfect success.

3.  DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF 1 –  2  KINGS

Several elements of structure and content distinctively mark 1 – 2 Kings. 
An overview of some major distinctions prepares a reader to enter the 
book.

3.1.  Continuity with 1 – 2 Samuel

The first distinctive is immediately apparent, for the story continues 
without preamble the narrative of 1– 2 Samuel. Knowledge of 1 – 2 Samuel 
is necessary to contextualize the story. The story’s continuity is apparent 
in the Greek versions (lxx) where the four books are called 1 – 4 Kingdoms, 
or Reigns. Further, not all Greek texts divided Samuel from Kings at the 
same point; the Lucianic edition of the lxx continues 1 – 2 Reigns through 
to 1 Kgs 2:11 (a division similarly made in Josephus’ Antiquities). 

In 1 Kgs 1 – 2 there is a strong sense of engaging a story already in 
motion. Many of the characters (such as Bathsheba, Nathan, Zadok, Joab, 
Abiathar and Solomon) enter the narrative as if the audience already 
knows their history. Even the reasons for the factional alliances with 
Adonijah and Solomon find possible explanations in Samuel. Further, 
King David – presented as a frail and impotent man – is only a reminder 
of who he was in Samuel: a strong, virile king. And Adonijah’s accoutre-
ments of royalty – chariots, horsemen, runner – echo the similar actions 
of Absalom (2 Sam. 15:1) and raise the narrative question ‘Will Adonijah 
succeed where Absalom failed?’

Because of the continuity with 1 – 2 Samuel, 1 Kgs 1 – 2 easily transitions 
the account to trace the line of David in Solomon. Once the succession is 
decided in Solomon’s favour and the dynasty promised David in 2 Sam. 7 
is set in motion, it is the second promise of 2 Sam. 7 that must be answered: 
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