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Jonathan Edwards,
a God-Entranced Man

W

hen I was in seminary, a wise professor told me that
besides the Bible I should choose one great theologian
and apply myself throughout life to understanding and mastering his thought. This way I would sink at least one shaft
deep into reality, rather than always dabbling on the surface
of things. I might come to know at least one system with
which to bring other ideas into fruitful dialogue. It was good
advice.
The theologian I have devoted myself to is Jonathan
Edwards. All I knew of Edwards when I went to seminary was
that he preached a sermon called “Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God,” in which he said something about hanging over
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hell by a slender thread. My first real encounter with Edwards
was when I read his “Essay on the Trinity” and wrote a paper
on it for church history.
It had a lasting effect on me. It gave me a conceptual
framework with which to grasp, in part, the meaning of saying
God is three in one. In brief, there is God the Father, the
fountain of being, who from all eternity has had a perfectly
clear and distinct image and idea of himself; and this image
is the eternally begotten Son. Between this Son and Father
there flows a stream of infinitely vigorous love and perfectly
holy communion; and this is God the Spirit. God’s Image of
God and God’s Love of God are so full of God that they are
fully divine Persons, and not less.
After graduation from college, and before my wife and I
took off for graduate work in Germany, we spent some restful
days on a small farm in Barnesville, Georgia. Here I had
another encounter with Edwards. Sitting on one of those oldfashioned two-seater swings in the backyard under a big hickory tree, with pen in hand, I read The Nature of True Virtue. I
have a long entry in my journal from July 14, 1971, in which
I try to understand, with Edwards’s help, why a Christian is
obligated to forgive wrongs when there seems to be a moral
law in our hearts that cries out against evil in the world.
Later, when I was in my doctoral program in Germany, I
encountered Edwards’s Dissertation Concerning the End for
Which God Created the World. I read it in a pantry in our little
apartment in Munich. The pantry was about 8 by 5 feet, a
most unlikely place to read a book like the Dissertation. From
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my perspective now, I would say that if there were one book
that captures the essence or wellspring of Edwards’s theology,
this would be it. Edwards’s answer to the question of why God
created the world is this: to emanate the fullness of His glory
for His people to know, praise, and enjoy. Here is the heart of
his theology in his own words:
IT APPEARS THAT ALL that is ever spoken of in the Scripture as an ultimate end of God’s works is included in that
one phrase, the glory of God. In the creatures’ knowing,
esteeming, loving, rejoicing in and praising God, the glory
of God is both exhibited and acknowledged; his fullness is
received and returned. Here is both the emanation and remanation. The refulgence shines upon and into the creature,
and is reflected back to the luminary. The beams of glory
come from God, and are something of God and are
refunded back again to their original. So that the whole is
of God and in God, and to God, and God is the beginning,
middle and end in this affair.

That is the heart and center of Jonathan Edwards and, I
believe, of the Bible too. That kind of reading can turn a
pantry into a vestibule of heaven.
I am not the only person for whom Edwards continues to
be a vestibule of heaven. I hear testimonies regularly that
people have stumbled upon this man’s work and had their
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world turned upside down. There are simply not many writers
today whose mind and heart are God-entranced the way
Edwards was. Again and again, to this very day his writings
help me know that experience.
My prayer for The Essential Edwards Collection is that it
will draw more people into the sway of Edwards’s Godentranced worldview. I hope that many who start here, or
continue here, will make their way to Edwards himself. Amazingly, almost everything he wrote is available on the Internet.
And increasingly his works are available in affordable books.
I am thankful that Owen Strachan and Douglas Sweeney
share my conviction that every effort to point to Edwards, and
through him to his God, is a worthy investment of our lives.
May that be the outcome of these volumes.
John Piper
Pastor for Preaching and Vision
Bethlehem Baptist Church
Minneapolis, Minnesota

