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The serene beauty of a holy life

is the most powerful influence

in the world

next to the power of God.
5

5

—BLAISE PASCAL1
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In spite of all that I know and believe about the
“splendor of holiness,” there are moments when I
think, It’s so hard to have to “be holy” all the time!
Why can’t I just relax and take it easy sometimes?

Yes, I understand that holiness isn’t about sheer
human effort and self-striving. I know it’s about
depending on God’s enabling grace and letting Jesus
live His holy life in and through us.

But be honest—don’t you find that it often seems
a lot easier to go with the flow of your natural, fleshly
desires than to deny your flesh and choose the path-
way of holiness?

So why swim upstream against the current of
your flesh and the culture? Why pay the price to be
intentional and vigilant in pursuing holiness—every
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moment of every day for the rest of your life? Why
make the tough, daily choices that holiness requires:

5 To get out of bed in the morning and wash
your heart in the water of God’s Word before
you jump into your “to do” list?

5 To turn off that suggestive or crude TV pro-
gram or to put down that magazine that pro-
motes selfish, worldly values, or that novel
that glamorizes sensuality?

5 To admit you have sinned and seek forgive-
ness for speaking roughly to that family
member or lying to your boss or being criti-
cal of that fellow church member?

5 To say no to every hint of sexual impurity?

5 To eat and sleep and dress and go to work
and play and give and pray and go to
church—all for the glory of God?

In this chapter I want to explore seven powerful
biblical motivations for holy living—incentives that
have been helpful in my personal pursuit of holi-
ness. Above all other reasons, we are to be holy . . .
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BECAUSE GOD IS HOLY

As a photograph is an image of an object, so our
lives are intended to portray the image of God.
People are supposed to be able to look at Christians
and see what God is like!

My house sits on a hill overlooking a river. This
morning, as the sun shone brightly on the trees
across the river, the likeness of those trees with their
gorgeous fall foliage was magnificently reflected on
the still waters below. The mirror image caused me
to pause and pray, “Lord, may others see Your like-
ness reflected in me; may my life reveal to the world
how lovely and pure You are!”

This is the motivation for holiness that is stated
in the Scripture more frequently and explicitly than
any other reason:

But as he who called you is holy,

you also be holy in all your conduct,

since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

—1 Peter 1:15–16

In our everyday life and conduct, we are to reflect
what God is like and what it means to belong to
Him and to be His redeemed, “set apart” people.
Our lives are to make God believable to our world. As
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they see His image in us, they will be moved to wor-
ship and glorify Him (Matthew 5:16).

What does your life reflect to those around you?
Do your attitudes, words, and behavior give others
an accurate picture of God? Or do you sometimes
profane His holiness—perhaps by a complaining or

controlling spirit, by harsh or
angry words, by participating in
coarse conversation, or laughing
at off-color humor? It saddens me
to think of how often I have given
others a distorted perception of
God through my ungodlike choices
and responses.

Because God is holy, we must
be holy. And here’s the good news—because God is
holy, we can be holy. If you are a child of God, the
Holy God lives in you. He is the standard for your
holiness, and He is the source of your holiness—He
is your righteousness. He can wash your unholy
heart with the blood of Jesus and make you clean—
so the world will know what He is like.

To be holy as He is holy—what an awesome re-
sponsibility. But more than that, what an astounding
privilege—that the Holy One should choose us,
earthbound, frail, and flawed as we are, that He
should cleanse us from our sins, fill us with His

HE IS THE

STANDARD FOR

YOUR HOLINESS,
AND HE IS

THE SOURCE OF

YOUR HOLINESS.
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Holy Spirit, and then use us to reflect the splendor
of His holiness in this dark world.

Here’s another motivation to pursue holiness:

BECAUSE HOLINESS IS GOD’S
STATED GOAL FOR EVERY BELIEVER

God’s goal in saving you was not just to make
your few years on planet Earth easier or more enjoy-
able. He had an eternal end in
view. His intent was to make you
holy, as He is holy, that you might
perfectly glorify Him, that you
might bring Him pleasure, and
that you might enjoy intimate fel-
lowship with Him for all eternity.

The apostle Paul reminds us
that God “chose us in [Christ] before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before Him” (Ephesians 1:4).

Your holiness is not secondary to whatever other
goals you may have for your life—it is God’s
supreme purpose for your life. It is something He
desired, planned, and made provision for before He
even created the world.

Not only is it our individual calling to be holy but
also it is our collective calling, as the body of Christ.
The church is a living organism, indwelt by the Holy

YOUR HOLINESS

IS GOD’S
SUPREME

PURPOSE FOR

YOUR LIFE.
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Spirit of God and being prepared to be a bride for
the Lord Jesus. And the stated intent of our
Bridegroom for His bride is that “he might present
the church to himself in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy
and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27).

As an earthly groom eagerly anticipates the
moment when his bride walks down the aisle to
meet him, beautifully arrayed in a spotless, white
wedding dress, so the Lord Jesus anticipates the day
when we will appear before Him, free from all
defilement, clothed in His righteousness, to be His
holy bride forever.

And as an engaged woman eagerly, lovingly pre-
pares for her wedding, desirous to be her most beau-
tiful for her groom, so the thought of being wedded to
our holy Groom should motivate us to spend our lives
here on earth in pursuit of the holiness that we know
is our ultimate end and His great desire for His bride.

To be holy is our created purpose. It is our des-
tiny. And it will be the outcome for every true child
of God and for the entire body of Christ, according
to that wonderful promise in 1 John 3:2—“We
know that when he appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is.”

So what is our response to that certainty?
“Everyone who has this hope in him purifies him-
self, just as he is pure” (1 John 3:3 NIV).

Holiness:Holiness 5/28/08 2:02 PM Page 48



T h e M o t i v a t i o n f o r H o l i n e s s
5 5 5

49

When I consider my created purpose and my
ultimate destiny—when I remember that I am a
splendid, pure bride-in-the-making—I am inspired
to be intentional about pursuing holiness, in antici-
pation of that glorious day when I will finally be
holy through and through.

Do you share His goal for your life? What are you
living for? From the time you put your feet on the
floor in the morning till you pillow your head at
night, are you consciously cooperating with Him
and pursuing His eternal purpose to make you holy?

BECAUSE JESUS DI ED TO DELIVER US FROM SIN

To secure our salvation was no small matter to
God. It was (and is) a work of infinite, matchless
wonder, sacrifice, and grace. You and I were rebels
who spurned God and rejected His right to rule over
us. We despised righteousness and cherished our
sin. We loved what God hated and hated what He
loved. We were sinners—enemies of God and
objects of His righteous wrath.

The penalty for our sin was death. Our redemp-
tion was costly—it required that a sinless substitute
suffer and die in our place. And that is exactly what
Jesus did. He took on Himself the full force of the
wrath of God, dying in the sinner’s place. Why? The
Scripture is clear: “Jesus Christ, who gave himself for
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our sins to deliver us from the present evil age”
(Galatians 1:3b–4).

In his classic book titled simply Holiness, J. C. Ryle
writes,

Surely that man must be in an unhealthy state of
soul who can think of all that Jesus suffered, and yet
cling to those sins for which that suffering was
undergone. It was sin that wove the crown of thorns;
it was sin that pierced our Lord’s hands and feet and
side; it was sin that brought Him to Gethsemane and
Calvary, to the cross and to the grave. Cold must our
hearts be if we do not hate sin and labour to get rid
of it, though we may have to cut off the right hand
and pluck out the right eye in doing it.2

When we tolerate our sin and refuse to be parted
from it, we spurn the love and the grace of Christ;
we trample His cross and count His sacrificial death
of no value.

Jesus didn’t shed His blood so you and I could
have a passport to happiness and heaven, while con-
tinuing to indulge our lust, anger, and jealousy; our
addictions and critical, competitive spirits; our self-
ishness and pride. His death provides the motivation
and the power to say no to sin and yes to holiness in
every area of our lives.
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Jesus died to make us holy, to deliver us from sin.
How, then, can we carelessly or casually continue to
sin against such a Savior?

BECAUSEWE ARE SAINTS

We sometimes hear the word saint used to
describe someone who is unusually pious or virtu-
ous. Some religious traditions venerate particular
individuals who have been officially recognized as
“saints.”

Yet when the apostle Paul wrote to the New
Testament churches, he often began by addressing
all the believers as “saints” (literally, “holy ones” or
“set apart ones”).

Ironically, many of the people to whom Paul was
writing were acting like anything but saints. They
were guilty of many of the same sins we find among
believers today—divisiveness, bitterness, immorality,
selfishness, a love affair with the world.

So why did Paul call these early believers
“saints”? Because that’s what they were! Their sinful
hearts had been washed by the blood of Jesus. Paul
wanted them to see how incongruous their behavior
was with their true nature. He was saying to them
(and to us) in effect, “Because you are saints, live as
saints!”

When an unbeliever sins, he is doing what comes
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naturally. He sins because it is his nature to sin—he
is a sinner. But when a sinner becomes a child of
God, he is born anew; he is set apart from Satan and

the world to belong wholly to
God—he becomes a saint. He is
given a new heart, and the Holy
Spirit within him begins the
process of transforming him into

the very likeness of Christ.
As a “new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17), he

desires fundamentally to please God. When he sins,
he denies his new identity and acts contrary to the
nature into which he is being transformed.

Therefore, Paul tells the Ephesians,

Among you there must not be even a hint of sexual

immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed,

because these are improper for God’s holy people [saints].
—Ephesians 5:3 NIV

Are you a saint? If you are a child of God, the
answer is yes. You have been chosen and set apart as
one of His holy people.

Are you living like a saint? If you are truly a child
of God, the answer will be, Yes—not perfectly, but that
is my heart’s desire, and by His grace, I am actively pur-
suing holiness and growing to be more like the One who
has saved me.

ARE YOU LIVING

LIKE A SAINT?
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BECAUSE OUR INTIMACY

WITH GOD DEPENDS ON IT

Ever since I was born again as a young girl, I have
longed to experience a more intimate relationship
with God and to enjoy the reality of His presence.
The psalmist expressed the same
desire when he asked, “Who shall
ascend the hill of the Lord? And
who shall stand in his holy
place?” (Psalm 24:3). His answer
(“he who has clean hands and a
pure heart”—verse 4) reminds us
that only those who have holy
hearts and lives can draw near to God.

“Blessed are the pure in heart,” Jesus said, “for
they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). Unholy people
cannot fellowship with a holy God. I cannot cling to
my impatience, gluttony, slothfulness, and moodi-
ness, and have fellowship with God at the same
time.

For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness?

And what communion has light with darkness?

—2 Corinthians 6:14 NKJV

A teenager who willfully violates his parents’
instructions is going to have a hard time looking

ONLY THOSE

WHO HAVE HOLY

HEARTS AND

LIVES CAN DRAW

NEAR TO GOD.
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them in the eye when he gets home that night. A
wife who lies to her husband about why she exceeded
their credit card limit is not likely to enjoy marital
intimacy when the lights are turned out at night.

So sin destroys our fellowship with God. “For
you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil
may not dwell with you” (Psalm 5:4).

We can sing praise choruses loudly enough to be
heard in the next county, we can join sell-out crowds
in cheering for God at concerts and conferences, we
can applaud speakers who stir our emotions, we can
have mystical spiritual experiences; but none of that
will get us one iota closer to God if we are ignoring
or cherishing sin in our hearts.

“Who among us can dwell with the consuming
fire?” the prophet asked. “He who walks righteous-
ly” (Isaiah 33:14–15). Intimacy with God is reserved
for those who are holy: “For the Lord is righteous;
he loves righteous deeds; the upright shall behold
his face” (Psalm 11:7).

BECAUSEWE ARE GOING

TO LIVE ETERNALLY IN A HOLY CITY

If you were moving to another part of the world,
you would give careful thought to how you packed
for the move. You wouldn’t want to be burdened
with snowsuits, mittens, and winter boots if you
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were planning on spending the rest of your life in a
tropical paradise.

Our ministry is in the process of relocating to a
brand-new headquarters building. In anticipation of
the move, our staff members are in the midst of a
massive effort to “sort and eliminate.” Unnecessary
files, obsolete equipment, worn-out furniture, accent
pieces that won’t fit with the new décor—anything
and everything that won’t be
needed in the new facility is be-
ing disposed of.

The fact is, you and I will soon
be moving to our eternal home.
How much thought have you
given to your ultimate destination
and to what you need to do to get
ready for the move?

Three times in the last two
chapters of the Bible, our heavenly
home is referred to as “the holy city” (Revelation
21:2, 10; 22:19). The city is holy because it is where
our holy God lives and rules. Heaven is a place of in-
describable joy and beauty, a place where there will
be no sickness or sadness or sorrow. That is be-
cause there will be no sin in heaven. None. “Nothing
unclean will ever enter it” (Revelation 21:27).

How then can we hold on to our sin and think
we are ready to go to heaven?

HOW MUCH

ATTENTION AND

EFFORT ARE YOU

DEVOTING TO

PREPARING FOR

THE MOVE TO

YOUR ETERNAL

HOME?
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Charles Spurgeon warns,

Dost thou think to go [to heaven] with thine unholi-
ness? God smote an angel down from heaven for sin,
and will he let man in with sin in his right hand?
God would sooner extinguish heaven than see sin
despoil it.3

And, as J. C. Ryle points out, those who don’t
have a heart for holiness can hardly expect to feel
comfortable in heaven:

Without holiness on earth we shall never be pre-
pared to enjoy heaven. Heaven is a holy place. The
Lord of heaven is a holy Being. The angels are holy
creatures. Holiness is written on everything in heaven.
. . . How shall we ever be at home and happy in
heaven if we die unholy?4

In light of the new, holy home God is preparing
for us, the apostle Peter says, “Since you are waiting
for these, be diligent to be found by him without
spot or blemish” (2 Peter 3:14). This world is just a
dressing room—a staging area—for eternity. How
much attention and effort are you devoting to
preparing for the move to your eternal home?
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BECAUSE THEWELL-BEING
OF OTHERS DEPENDS ON IT

Robert Murray McCheyne, the nineteenth-century
Scottish preacher, said, “The greatest need of my
people is my personal holiness.”
That applies to more than preach-
ers. The greatest need of your
mate, your children, your friends,
and fellow workers is not your
friendship or your acts of service;
it is not your abilities or your
financial provision; their greatest
need is not even your verbal wit-
ness of your faith.

What they most need is to see in you a reflection
of what God is like and of the transforming power
of the gospel. Your life can create hunger and thirst
for God in others’ lives and can be a powerful instru-
ment in the hand of the Holy Spirit to draw their
hearts to Christ.

On the other hand, your life can cause irrepara-
ble damage to others. Adam could not have fath-
omed how the effects of his sinful choice would
reverberate through all of human history: “Many
died through one man’s trespass” (Romans 5:15). So
you cannot calculate all the lives that may be turned

WHAT OTHERS

MOST NEED IS

TO SEE IN YOU A

REFLECTION

OF WHAT GOD

IS LIKE.
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astray and devastated through what you might con-
sider inconsequential acts of disobedience.

By contrast to Adam’s disobedience, the obedi-
ence of the Lord Jesus to the will of His Father
brought untold blessing to the human race:
“Through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to
all men, resulting in justification of life” (Romans
5:18b NKJV).

Jesus said in His high-priestly prayer, “For their
sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanc-
tified in truth” ( John 17:19).

This verse has often been a source of motivation
and challenge to me as I have wrestled with issues of
obedience. When I am tempted to secretly indulge
my flesh with excessive food or sleep or by watching
a video that condones immorality (even if it is an old
“black-and-white classic”), to be slack in my work,
to be harsh with my words, or to yield to self-cen-
tered emotions, it helps me to stop and think about
the impact of my life on those who look to me as an
example.

It’s bad enough for me to make choices that hurt
my own relationship with God. How much more
serious is it to be the cause of someone else deciding
to sin? Not only must I choose the pathway of holi-
ness for God’s sake and for my own sake; I must also
do it for the sake of others.

Other believers are affected by our choices. And,
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to a significant degree, the lost world determines its
view of God based on the lives of those who profess
to know Him. A friend once said to me about another
believer, “If I was ever to decide not to be a Christian
—and I almost did—it would be because of that
man.” I wonder how many people have been dis-
suaded from believing in Christ because of some-
thing they have seen or experienced from those of us
who bear the name of Christ.

Perhaps far more than you imagine, your chil-
dren’s personal and spiritual well-being is affected
by your obedience to God.

Be careful to obey all these words that I command you,

that it may go well with you and with your children after

you.

—Deuteronomy 12:28

Parents seldom realize until it’s too late how
determinative their example is in the lives of their
children. Your children see you being warm and gra-
cious with people at church while being rude or irri-
table with those in your own home. They see you
using a radar detector so you can break the law
without getting caught. They hear you call in sick to
work when they know you’re going shopping with a
friend. They hear you use language at home that
you’d never use in public. They know how you
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belittle your mate. And they know the only time
they ever see you open your Bible at home is when
you’re preparing your Sunday school lesson.

They know what your moral standards are—not
what you’ve told them your standards are, but what
they really are. How? Because they know the kinds
of videos you rent and what you laugh at on TV and
the kinds of books and magazines you bring into
your home.

If those kids grow up loving the world and hav-
ing no hunger for spiritual things, will that be any

great surprise? And will you be
prepared to give an account for
the way your life influenced their
choices? In a very real sense, your
heart for holiness—or the lack
thereof—is shaping the heart and
character of the next generation.

Do you love your sin so much
that you are unwilling to relin-

quish it for the sake of others? Do you care more
about indulging your fleshly appetites than about
the eternal well-being of those who are following
behind you?

Why care about being holy? Why be willing to say
no to your flesh and yes to God, day in and day out?
Because the world desperately needs to see what
God is like. Because it is your created purpose and

IT IS YOUR

CREATED

PURPOSE AND

YOUR ULTIMATE

DESTINY TO

BE HOLY.
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your ultimate destiny to be holy. Because of the price
Jesus paid to make you holy. Because you are a saint.
Because holy people get to see and know God.
Because you’re getting ready to move to a place
where there is no sin. And because your example
may inspire someone who is watching you to choose
or reject the pathway of holiness.
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