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Welcome to The  Jesus Storybook Bible Curriculum. This document will 
introduce you to the curriculum and how to use it. It also contains 
important notes about prayer and Scripture memory.

Paul reminds Timothy that he had the privilege of knowing the Holy 
Scriptures “from infancy” (2 Tim othy 3:14 – 15). We hope this curriculum 
will help your class have that same privilege.

To quote from The  Jesus Storybook Bible: “There are lots of stories in the 
Bible, but all the stories are telling one Big Story. The Story of how God 
loves his children and comes to rescue them. It takes the whole Bible 
to tell this Story. And at the center of the Story, there is a baby. Every 
Story in the Bible whispers his name.”

Introduction
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The Content
Old TesTamenT

Title of the Story pdf File Name Page Number in
The Jesus Storybook Bible

The Story and the Song 1_storyandsong.pdf 12

The beginning: a perfect home 2_beginning.pdf 18

The terrible lie 3_terriblelie.pdf 28

A new beginning 4_newbeginning.pdf 38

A giant staircase to heaven 5_giantstaircase.pdf 48

Son of laughter 6_sonoflaughter.pdf 56

The present 7_present.pdf 62

The girl no one wanted 8_girlnoonewanted.pdf 70

The forgiving prince 9_forgivingprince.pdf 76

God to the rescue! 10_godtotherescue.pdf 84

God makes a way 11_godmakesaway.pdf 92

Ten ways to be perfect 12_tenwaystobeperfect.pdf 100

The warrior leader 13_warriorleader.pdf 108

The teeny, weenie . . . true king 14_teenyweenietrueking.pdf 116

The young hero and the horrible giant 15_youngherohorriblegiant.pdf 122

The Good Shepherd 16_goodshepherd.pdf 130

A little servant girl and the proud general 17_littleservantgirlproudgeneral.pdf 136

Operation “No More Tears!” 18_operationnomoretears.pdf 144

Daniel and the scary sleepover 19_danielandthescarysleepover.pdf 152

God’s messenger 20_godsmessenger.pdf 160

Get ready! 21_getready.pdf 170
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new TesTamenT

Title of the Story pdf File Name Page Number in
The Jesus Storybook Bible

He’s here! 22_heshere.pdf 176

The Light of the whole world 23_lightofworld.pdf 184

The King of all kings 24_kingofallkings.pdf 192

Heaven breaks through 25_heavenbreaksthrough.pdf 200

Let’s go! 26_letsgo.pdf 208

A little girl and a poor frail lady 27_littlegirlpoorfraillady.pdf 214

How to pray 28_howtopray.pdf 222

The Singer 29_singer.pdf 228

The Captain of the storm 30_captainofthestorm.pdf 236

Filled full! 31_filledfull.pdf 244

Treasure hunt! 32_treasurehunt.pdf 250

The friend of little children 33_friendoflittlechildren.pdf 256

The man who didn’t have any friends (none) 34_manwhodidnthaveanyfriends.pdf 264

Running away 35_runningaway.pdf 272

Washed with tears 36_washedwithtears.pdf 280

The Servant King 37_servantking.pdf 286

A dark night in the garden 38_darknightinthegarden.pdf 294

The sun stops shining 39_sunstopsshining.pdf 302

God’s wonderful surprise 40_godswonderfulsurprise.pdf 310

Going home 41_goinghome.pdf 318

God sends help 42_godsendshelp.pdf 326

A new way to see 43_newwaytosee.pdf 334

A dream of heaven 44_dreamofheaven.pdf 342
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The layout
The  Jesus Storybook Bible Curriculum consists of 44 lessons (one for each story in the The 
 Jesus Storybook Bible). The lessons are divided between the Old and New Testaments.

Each lesson consists of:

ReCap Of The pRevIOus sTORy  3 mIn. 
The teacher briefly recaps the main point of the previous story and the class recites the 
memory verse.

aCTIvIT y InTROduCIng The sTORy  10 mIn. 
Each activity has an aim, list of materials, numbered instructions, and a note for using 
it in large groups.

sTORy TIme  7 mIn. 
Time to read aloud from The  Jesus Storybook Bible or listen to the CD readings.

(This section also contains notes for teachers on the Bible text, intended as advance 
preparation.)

undeRsTandIng The sTORy  15 mIn. 
An activity, questions, or quizzes to aid understanding of the story and its message.

dRawIng The sTORy TO a ClOse  1 mIn. 
The teacher draws the story to a close with a final point.

Jesus In The sTORy  2 mIn. 
Asking: What did we discover about  Jesus from today’s story?

pRayIng abOuT The sTORy  5 mIn. 
The teacher prays, then the children pray.

a veRse fROm The sTORy TO leaRn aT hOme  2 mIn. 
The teacher introduces the memory verse and then reads the verse aloud together with 
the children.
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The format
The TImIng
We have allocated a specific amount of time for each section of the lesson. This is the 
minimum time it would take to complete that section. The total allocated time per lesson 
is 45 minutes. Again, this is the minimum amount of time it would take to complete the 
whole lesson. The time can easily be extended up to an hour and a half.

If you have more than the allocated 45 minutes, please use the extra time to either extend 
the time for the activities or to learn the memory verse. (Please note: Each lesson allocates 
7 minutes to “Story Time.” The time it takes to read the story or listen to the CD reading 
is often shorter, but we have allowed time for interruptions and settling down. Please use 
any extra time for prayer at the end of the lesson.)

The seaTIng
We have assumed for the most part that the children will be sitting in a circle except 
when an activity demands otherwise. The first lesson introduces the children to how the 
circle works. The center of the circle is where activities take place and where you and the 
children demonstrate movements, act out stories, and play games.

When giving instructions or explanations we have assumed that the teacher is walking 
around the circle or sitting in the circle with the children. This allows the teacher to 
monitor the children and make eye contact with them. To avoid boredom, please move 
quickly and decisively through each section of the lesson.

The handOuT
There is no book to be distributed to the children. Instead each lesson includes a single-
page handout that is given to the children during the “Understanding the Story” section. 
This handout is intended for the children to complete during the lesson and to take 
home and show their parents. The handout also has a Scripture memory verse on it to 
be learned at home. Please print the handouts in color, if possible, as they have been 
designed to be attractive and stimulating for the children.

The lessOns
We have tried to balance the curriculum as a whole so that it will suit auditory, kinesthetic, 
and verbal learners (although individual lessons sometimes favor one above the others). 
We have also tried to balance the curriculum as a whole so that it will appeal to the mind, 
heart, and will (although, again, some lessons favor one above the others).

The sTORy TIme
Whether you decide to read aloud the stories from The  Jesus Storybook Bible or listen to 
them on CD, please show the book illustrations to the children as you go along. This will 
help to keep them focused during the story.

The maTeRIals
We have designed the curriculum to use as basic items as possible. However, some 
activities need materials that will require advance preparation on your part. These are 
listed in the “Materials” section under the activities and in the Materials .pdf. Freely add 
any visual aids you can think of to aid understanding and keep the children engaged.
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The lessons
In designing the curriculum we have assumed that:

 you have no permanent classroom (so none of the activities require permanent fixtures);

 there is no place to leave or store materials (so we have kept materials and technology 
to a minimum);

 your teachers are volunteers (so we have given as much guidance as possible on how 
to teach the lessons, kept preparation time to a minimum, but included a section of notes 
on the Bible text specifically for teachers);

 your teachers are scheduled on a rotation basis so that the children may not have the 
same teacher every lesson (so the lessons are self-contained);

 you have access to songs that tie into various Bible stories or themes and can teach 
them (we have suggested one or two points where a song will be useful, but the more 
songs you can include the better);

 you are aware of classroom management and discipline techniques, e.g., providing 
clear boundaries for behavior, praising the positive, rewarding good behavior, keeping 
parents informed, etc. (so we have not included any material on these aspects or on 
establishing classroom rules);

 you understand the age group you are teaching (the curriculum is aimed at younger to 
middle elementary ages, but this age group encompasses a large range of skill levels, so 
you will need to adapt the lessons depending on the abilities of your group);

 you will adapt the language and wording to suit your group and their comprehension 
level (The “Notes for Teachers of the Text” sections are intended as explanations and 
preparations for the teachers only. They are not expressed in terms or language the 
children could understand. Everything else is written for the benefit of the children. 
However, always be on the lookout for words which your particular group might not 
know. Please either substitute another word or explain the meaning of the word.);

 you have procedures in place for greeting parents, introducing yourself and other 
teachers, and for dismissal (so we have not included this in each lesson);

 you are aware of and follow the child protection policies of your church and the laws 
in your state or country (so we have not covered this area).
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The activities
There are two sections that involve activities: “Activity Introducing the Story” and 
“Understanding the Story.”

The “Activity Introducing the Story” acts as an introduction to the theme, main point, 
or some aspect of the story and teaching in that lesson. It is also intended to be very 
active and help expend energy at the start of the lesson. These activities therefore often 
involve running. If you have a limited amount of space you may want to ask the children 
to walk, skip, or crawl instead. We hope these activities will unify the class, encourage 
team cooperation, and be enjoyable to do together as a group.

The “Understanding the Story” activity is intended to help the children understand and 
review the story that has just been read. It often includes questions and quizzes. Please 
note that it may take a while for some children to feel comfortable taking part in these 
discussions and activities. Be positive and encouraging, even when they get things wrong.

Some activities appear a few times, sometimes with a few variations. The repetition 
is intentional. Once the children become familiar with an activity, they will feel more 
confident and hopefully get excited about it.

TIps fOR The aCTIvITIes
As the teacher, you will come to know your group and understand their skills and 
limitations. Some of the suggested activities may not be suited to your situation or your 
group. Please adapt accordingly.

Feel free to add more materials and technology to the activities if you have access to 
them. We have designed the activities to use as basic materials as possible. We have 
also tried, as much as possible, to ensure that the materials can easily be made or found. 
However, please feel free to add anything you can think of to make the activities visually 
exciting and compelling.

After the description of the activity there is a note on how to adapt it for larger groups. 
It is important, especially in the “Understanding the Story” sections, that the groups are 
smaller so teachers can focus on helping everyone understand and apply the teaching. 
We have often suggested therefore that you split into smaller groups for this section, each 
with a teacher. If possible, it would be good to keep the same smaller groups with the 
same teacher every time you meet. As teachers get to know their group and the group 
gets to know one another, learning and discussion will improve. The teachers will also 
be able to guide their group better and ask more searching questions as they gauge the 
understanding of the small group as a whole, but also of the individuals within it.

Some of the activities have a competitive element, but can be adapted so as not to involve 
competition.

Some children find it hard to stay focused during more quiet or “word-based” activities. 
We have tried to provide activities that expend energy at the start of the lesson and allow 
the children to be noisy, but please adapt anything you can to make the activities or 
discussions more active, especially if you have a large classroom or access to equipment.

Please don’t force children who don’t want to be involved in the activities to participate; 
instead give them a job helping you until they are confident enough to join in.
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The prayer Time
We have allocated 5 minutes for prayer at the end of each lesson. Since this is a recurring 
feature of each lesson we have not given much direction on praying in the lessons 
themselves other than to give a simple sentence of what you might pray for in connection 
with the story.

We expect teachers to model prayer by praying at the end of each lesson, but we would 
also like to teach and encourage the children to pray aloud.

TIps fOR The pRayeR TIme
You may want to divide the children into smaller groups. This can encourage more of 
them to pray.

Please introduce different ways to pray. The following are some ideas that might help. 
Please incorporate these into as many of the lessons as you can.

 The Lord’s Prayer. This is introduced in the “How to pray” lesson. The children will 
memorize this prayer as a part of the lesson. Refer to it in subsequent prayer times.

 Praying God’s character from A–Z. Praise God by naming traits or characteristics 
that describe him as you go through the alphabet; e.g., thank you, God, for Always 
keeping your promises; thank you, God, for Being holy; thank you, God, that you are 
Compassionate; etc. You can divide up the alphabet so you do a few letters in each lesson 
and cover the entire alphabet after about five lessons.

 Praying Bible verses. Use the memory verses as the basis of your prayers and encourage 
the children to do the same.

 Arrow/popcorn prayer. On the main point of the lesson ask the children to think of a short 
prayer. Say the short prayers quickly one after the other in any order.

 A.C.T.S. prayer model. A = Adore, C = Confess, T = Thanks, S = Supplication. Introduce 
and explain these four aspects and then ask four children to pray. Explain that the first 
one adores or praises God, the second one asks God for forgiveness, the third thanks 
God for something on behalf of the class, the fourth asks God for something on behalf 
of the class.

 J.O.Y. prayer model. J =  Jesus, O = Others, Y = You. Teach the children to pray about 
 Jesus first, thanking him and praising him. Then they pray for others; for example, their 
parents, siblings, friends, pastors, etc. Then they pray for themselves as a class. You can 
divide this among three children.

 Leader/response prayer. Give the children a simple response; e.g., “Lord, forgive us and 
help us.” Pray a series of simple sentences where this can be the response.

 Praying the Psalms. The Psalms are introduced in “The teeny, weenie . . . true king” 
lesson. The children become familiar with Psalm 23 in “The Good Shepherd” lesson. 
After this point you could use Psalm 23 or any other psalm as a basis for prayer.
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The scripture memory Time
At the end of each lesson and at the bottom of the children’s handouts there is a verse 
intended for the children to learn at home between lessons. The same verse is repeated 
for two to three lessons and is always tied to the theme of the stories for those lessons.

The verses are taken from the New International Version (NIV). However, some verses 
have been shortened or slightly tweaked to make them easier for the children to learn.

You will find that some children will learn the verses at home and some will not. It is 
worth encouraging the parents to help them.

To keep the lessons to 45 minutes long, we have allocated only 2 minutes for the teacher 
to introduce the verse at the end of the lesson. This is enough time to give a very brief 
introduction and to read the verse aloud together.

At the start of each lesson we have allocated 3 minutes to recap the previous lesson, recite 
the memory verse, and introduce the theme of the coming lesson. This only allows time 
for the verse to be recited once and not much more. If you have extra time, it would be 
good to spend it on helping the children learn the verse at the start of the lesson.

TIps fOR The sCRIpTuRe memORy TIme
If possible, it would be helpful to write the memory verse on a blackboard or flip chart 
so the children can see it at the start of the lesson.

Activities to help learn the verses should be varied and active. The following are some 
examples of games you can play that may also encourage learning. You can probably 
think of many more.

 Read the verse aloud several times. Each time suggest a different way to read it, e.g., 
very slowly, in a whisper, while jumping up and down, etc.

 Sing the verse to a familiar tune.

 Get the children to devise some simple actions to do as you recite the verse, e.g., point 
to self for “me,” clasp hands over heart for “love,” etc. Recite the verse with the actions 
until everyone has learned it.

 Prepare index cards with the memory verse written/printed on each card. Distribute 
the cards among the children. Read the verse aloud with the children. Sitting in a circle, 
the children then recite the verse one word at a time, jumping up to say the next word. 
Time how long this takes. Repeat, trying to get faster.

 Prepare large cards with one word of the memory verse written/printed on each card. 
Pass the first word of the verse around the circle. Each child says the word as the card 
gets to them. The last child in the circle keeps the first word. Pass around the second 
and following words in the same manner until every word is being held by a child. Have 
the children hold up the words, one at a time, as they say the verse together. Get faster 
and faster.
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 Prepare two sets of index cards: on the first set write out/print the memory verse on 
each card, but leave out a different word on every card. On the second set write/print 
the missing words. Assign half the circle as team 1 and the other half as team 2. Give 
each player on team 1 a card with the memory verse on it, and each player on team 2 a 
card with a missing word. The first player on team 1 jumps up and reads the verse aloud, 
saying “blank” when they get to the missing word. Any player on team 2 who thinks they 
are holding the card with the missing word jumps up and says the word. If the word is 
incorrect, the player sits down again. If it is the correct word, both players run to the 
center of the circle where they leave their cards and return to their seats. Play until all 
cards have been matched.

 Prepare large cards with one word of the memory verse written/printed on each card. 
Distribute the cards in a random order among the children. Everyone holds up their 
card. The children must direct the holders of the cards to switch places until the verse is 
in the correct order. Time how long this takes. Read it aloud together. Repeat, trying to 
get faster and reading the verse every time the correct order is achieved.

 Prepare large cards with one word of the memory verse written/printed on each card. 
Tape the cards in various visible locations around the room. When you say “Go!” the 
children jump up and run to any card and freeze. Specify a maximum number of players 
that can stand near any one card to force players to spread out evenly among the cards. 
As soon as all children are frozen, point to the card with the first word of the verse. 
The children near that card unfreeze, say the word on the card, and then freeze again. 
Point to the cards in order, until the entire verse has been recited. Repeat, allowing the 
children to run to a different card. As children become more familiar with verse, point 
to cards more quickly.

 Prepare large cards with one word of the memory verse written/printed on each card. 
Tape the cards to the floor in the center of the circle in a random order. Assign half the 
circle as team 1 and the other half as team 2. Each child takes their turn to step from 
card to card reading each word of the verse, as you keep time. If they get it wrong they 
have to start again at the first word. Add up all the times of the players on each team. 
The team with the shortest time wins.

 Prepare large cards with one word of the memory verse written/printed on each card. 
Place the cards in order in the center of the circle. Recite the verse together. Ask a 
volunteer to tear up one of the cards. Recite the verse together again filling in the missing 
word. Repeat until all the words are torn up, reciting the verse in between each time.
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The website
Visit www.jesusstorybookbible.com for animated videos of the stories, review lessons, 
and other resources.
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