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January 1 | Joshua 3:1−4

Imagine arriving at a national forest trailhead, pre-
paring to take a long hike on a new trail.  You may 
have read a little about the trail in a guidebook, but for 
you, everything will be new. Every bend in the trail, 
a fresh discovery. Fields of wildf lowers, mountain vis-
tas, and treacherous places too, where footing is poor 
and cliffs are sheer. It’s a little frightening, knowing 
you’ve never been this way before. But as you tighten 
the straps on your pack, a quick glance ahead reveals 
Your Guide waiting for you. He will be with you. He 
knows the way. He’s thought through the necessary 
provisions. He will teach you about natural wonders 
along the way, and He’s prepared to take on wild ani-
mals. Today, as you face a new year, the way before 
you is cloaked in mystery, unknown. But Jesus will 
be there for every step. Protecting. Encouraging. 
Guiding. Providing. Being there.

Lord, I’ve never been this way before. I have no idea 
what this year will hold . . . for my health . . . for oppor-
tunities to serve You . . . for people to love and help and 
challenge in Your strong name. No matter whether the 
travel is easy or a mad scramble up a slippery trail in the 
dark, I know You— my Guide, my God, my Friend— 
will be with me.
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January 2 | Mark 4:10−11

Today’s Scripture tells of a time when a large crowd 
gathered around the Lord, listening to Him speak the 
parable of the sower. After Jesus was done, you can 
imagine most people went home perplexed.  Yes, Jesus 
had told a fascinating story— but what did it really 
mean? Verses 10–11 read, “When he was alone, the 
Twelve and the others around him asked him about 
the parables. He told them, ‘The secret of the king-
dom of God has been given to you.’ ” And there, away 
from the clamor of the crowd, Jesus revealed profound 
truths to them. Some had just walked away unsatis-
fied. But others drew near, determined to understand 
in a deeper way.

My friend, don’t be the one who is quick to leave 
the Lord’s presence. When you don’t understand 
something, hang around after everyone else has gone. 
Crowd in close to Jesus. Let Him teach you the secrets 
of the kingdom.

Lord, I don’t want to miss anything You have for me. 
Don’t let me lose interest or drift away before You have 
finished speaking to me. Don’t let me become impa-
tient or discouraged as I wait on You for perspective and 
deeper understanding. When You are revealing secrets to 
others, Lord, tell me too!
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January 3 | 1 Peter 1:6−7

In “Rumpelstiltskin,” a children’s fairy tale, an old 
elf sat in a room alone, spinning straw on a spinning 
wheel and somehow turning it into heaps of shining 
gold. As Christians, we have that opportunity every 
day! Think of your earthly problems as a pile of straw 
on one side of the room, and heaven’s gold on the 
other. The spinning wheel is in the middle, and there 
you sit, making decisions every day about how you 
will work with your hardships.

When you complain or feel resentful and embit-
tered, the pile of hay and stubble grows. But if you trust 
in the Lord and hold fast to His grace, then you are 
laying up for yourself treasure and reward in heaven. 
You are weaving common straw into priceless gold. As 
Paul puts it, our trials will “produce for us a glory that 
vastly outweighs them and will last forever!”1

How good of  You, Father, to give us this— a way to turn 
our disappointments, sleepless nights, physical pain, and 
frustrating setbacks into opportunities for everlasting 
gain! Help me to remember these things when discour-
agement seeps into my soul. There are no throwaway 
moments in life; everything counts for eternal reward.

1. 2 Corinthians 4:17, NLT.

9780310346777_SpectacleGlory_int_HC.indd   14 4/28/16   1:23 PM



15

January 4 | Lamentations 3:22−23, ESV

By nature, we human beings are drawn to keeping 
records and “gaining credit” through good works. 
That’s the way we are wired. And that’s why the gos-
pel of grace is so difficult for some people to accept. 
All of us struggle with this. We mark and remember 
good things we’ve done and never seem to forget bad 
things done to us. Enter the first of January, when we 
make resolutions and keep records on ourselves! When 
we fail (as we certainly do), we get really tough on 
ourselves— or give up the good resolution altogether. 
At this time of year, it’s good to remember today’s 
Scripture: “The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Every day 
the Christian life begins with a new experience of the 
mercy of God. The faithfulness of God— not our own 
faithfulness— is our great hope.1

Dear God, I just want to lift my voice and sing, “Great 
is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!” Thank You 
for  Your multiplied mercies toward me. Thank You for 
forgiving me, restoring me, healing me, and resetting my 
life direction again and again!

1. Thanks to my pastor, Bob Bjerkaas, for some of these thoughts.
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January 5 | Psalm 42:5−6

Arguing is usually a big waste of time and energy, but 
there is something to be said for arguing with yourself. 
In fact, that’s a very biblical thing to do. Go ahead and 
speak truth and hope into your own soul! That’s what 
the psalmist did. When he was in distress and felt him-
self slipping into a dark place, he spoke directly to his 
own heart: “Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so 
disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will 
yet praise him, my Savior and my God.”

Maybe you’ve been listening to too many nega-
tive, hopeless voices . . . on the nightly news . . . in the 
car pool . . . or on the phone with your friends. Maybe 
the evil one has been whispering words of death, 
defeat, and futility into your ear. It’s time to set the 
record straight! Declare the truth about who you are 
in Christ. Remind your soul that Jesus is your help and 
hope, that the Father deeply loves you, and that your 
future is secure in heaven.

Dear Lord Jesus, I’ve listened too long to cynical words, 
dark thoughts— and anxieties that buzz around my head 
like bees. Help me to speak life and peace into my own 
soul by the power of  Your indwelling Holy Spirit.
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January 6 | Isaiah 49:16

When you were in elementary school, did you ever 
take a pen and write the name of someone on the palm 
of your hand? Maybe it was a boy or girl you liked— or 
someone you especially admired. The truth is, God 
has done this as well, only He has taken it a giant step 
further. In today’s Scripture, He says, “See, I have 
engraved you on the palms of my hands.” In other 
words, He doesn’t just engrave your name on His 
palms, but He engraves you. It’s all there— everything 
about you— your hopes and dreams, faults and failures, 
fears and anxieties, everything that makes up who you 
are. He’s not just holding you; He closes His hands 
and feels the impression, the precious one- of- a- kind 
engraving.  You are a part of Him, and He will never, 
ever overlook you and your needs.

Father, this is almost too much for me to process. You 
have placed me where You will always see me and set 
me where You will always remember me. Nothing 
about me escapes  Your gaze. Others may look past me, 
forget to pray for me, or neglect to even notice me, 
but  You never will. Not today, not tomorrow, not in a 
million years.
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January 7 | Hebrews 3:13

Many who struggle with severe disabilities, chronic 
pain, grief, or depression find themselves with a short 
battery life of encouragement. One day might find 
them cruising along on an even keel, and the next day 
all of that hope seems to evaporate. Today’s Scripture 
acknowledges this, with the writer challenging us to 
“encourage one another daily . . . so that none of you 
may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” The truth is, 
we all need daily encouragement from others when it 
comes to keeping a positive outlook. If we don’t find 
that encouragement, the Bible says we’re in danger 
of being hardened— not only by sin, but also by cyni-
cism, bitterness, or despair. We need other hope- filled 
believers in our lives, friends who can lift us with wise 
words and reminders of God’s goodness, grace, and 
power. We also need to be that kind of encourager, 
speaking confident words and letting that hope put a 
smile on someone else’s face.

Lord, thank You for the amazing encouragers  You have 
placed in my life through the years. I praise  You for all 
those expressions of solid truth that lifted my heart and 
kept me from giving up in despair. I ask for the oppor-
tunity today to speak such words of hope into someone 
else’s life.
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January 8 | Galatians 6:9−10

A careful vineyard owner watches with great attention 
for signs of budding fruit. He has spent months tilling, 
fertilizing, pruning, watering, and testing. And now 
he is expecting his vines to bear big, luscious, prize- 
winning grapes. Don’t think the Almighty is any less 
meticulous.

He wants you to bear much fruit. He notices every 
time you sow seeds in the lives of others. He keeps 
tabs every time you water that seed with prayer. He 
takes note when faith f lowers and fruit ripens in the 
life of someone in whom you have invested for Jesus’ 
sake. If they are rewarded, you reap. If they are lifted 
up, you are raised with them. Be vigilant about people 
in your spheres of inf luence.  You are sowing seeds; 
your prayers are having an impact; and the Lord of the 
vineyard is paying close attention.

Lord, I see so clearly today that my life in You is all 
about investing in others. If I lose my life for  Your sake, 
I find it as never before! Please show me how to invest 
wisely, giving my words, my time, my specific prayers, 
my concern, my full attention, my practical help, my 
smiles of encouragement, and love that is rooted in You.
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January 9 | Philippians 4:5

Know anyone with “rough edges”? Maybe that describes 
you. Perhaps you’ve been told that you sometimes come 
across a little harsh, a little impatient. Today’s Scripture 
has good advice for all of us. “Let your gentleness be 
evident to all.” The Greek word translated “gentleness” 
implies an appropriate response to the people in your 
life. It speaks of moderation in choice of words and tone 
of voice, with a healthy dose of patience.

How do we manage such a thing? The answer is 
in the very next phrase: “The Lord is near.” In other 
words, He’s listening to every conversation. He’s sit-
ting with your family at supper. He’s in the car when 
you’re on your phone. He is near. And that’s why we 
should be gentle in our words and actions. Think 
before you speak. Consider before you hit Send. Jesus 
holds us accountable for our words and the intentions 
behind them.

I’m glad You are near, Lord. I’m happy You are walking 
with me and listening to my conversations. I wouldn’t 
want You anywhere else but close by. But I need the 
help of Your Holy Spirit to show grace and patience and 
kindness to the people who cross my path. Since You are 
near, O Lord, change my heart and touch my tongue.
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January 10 | 1 Samuel 17:34−37

Calm and matter- of- fact, the shepherd boy David 
described his experiences with wild animals in the 
wilderness: “When a lion or a bear came and carried 
off a sheep from the f lock, I went after it, struck it and 
rescued the sheep . . . When it turned on me, I seized 
it by its hair, struck it and killed it.” David went after 
the lions in his life. Rather than hiding from them 
or cowering at their approach, he pursued them. His 
courage tells me not to be afraid of my adversary, the 
devil, when lion- sized trials, heartaches, and difficul-
ties come looking to destroy my faith or tear apart my 
peace of mind.

We can face our troubles head- on, my friend. Each 
trial gives us a chance to demonstrate to an unbeliev-
ing world that Jesus, the Lion of Judah, is greater than 
any adversary. In Him we are strong. We are overcom-
ers. We are victorious.

Dear Lord, I need the courage of David today. There 
are lions in my life too! I can see them crouching in 
the shadows. Sometimes everything in me wants to run, 
hide, deny, or cower in fear. Please give me the strength 
to face those adversaries and take them on in Your 
strong name.
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January 11 | Philippians 1:21

There is a statement I have repeated again and again 
through the years: “I would rather be in this wheel-
chair knowing Jesus than on my feet without Him.” 
It’s still true. The joy, hope, and peace I experience— 
not in spite of but because of my disability— is so much 
more fulfilling and satisfying than having feet that 
walk and run, and hands that hold, touch, and feel. 
The apostle Paul really sums it up for me: “For of Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom 
be glory forever. Amen.”1 

My friend, all things— even walking or not 
walking— find their end in Christ. To be with Him in 
life is everything. I’d rather be in the storm with Christ 
than in calm waters alone. As Paul wrote in today’s 
Scripture, “For to me, to live is Christ.” I wouldn’t 
trade what I have in Christ for any other situation.

Lord Jesus, it hasn’t been an easy life. At times I could 
have said with the apostle Paul, “We were under great 
pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we 
despaired of life itself.”2 This is true, but even so, nothing, 
nothing compares to having You, the Son of God, as my 
Companion, Savior, Helper, and Friend.

1. Romans 11:36, NKJV. 2. 2 Corinthians 1:8.
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January 12 | Jeremiah 12:5

Everything you face in your life and overcome with 
God’s strength today prepares you for what will cross 
your path tomorrow. No matter what your disappoint-
ment or heartache, if you turn to the Lord for help, 
that experience will give you courage and hope for 
the unexpected challenges that lie ahead. In today’s 
Scripture, the Lord says to His discouraged servant, 
“If you have raced with men on foot and they have 
worn you out, how can you compete with horses?” 
The challenges in your life today may be cancer, 
worry over a straying child, marriage tension, or an 
empty bank account. But whatever you have endured 
in your past— getting through with God’s miraculous 
intervention— will give you greater confidence to face 
today’s worry. Wasting nothing, God will use every 
hardship, every bruise, in your life to strengthen your 
faith and train you in godliness.  You will be ready for 
whatever today or tomorrow will bring.

Without You, God, I could never run a footrace 
with anyone, let alone race against a horse. You are 
my strength and help. You are my inspiration and the 
unfailing source of my courage. All of these words about 
enduring and being strong are just so much talk unless 
You are under me, over me, beside me, and within me.
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January 13 | Hebrews 12:1−2

When someone holds on to joy in spite of everything, 
I call that “defiant joy.” A person with defiant joy 
refuses to be squelched by negative voices or intim-
idated by overwhelming odds. In Jesus, we have the 
greatest example anyone could imagine. Today’s 
Scripture says, “For the joy set before him he endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.”

The joy born out of suffering is unf linching in the 
face of discouragement; it is unshakable when your 
pain screams at you to choose doubt and fear. Joy is a 
gift of the Holy Spirit that is far more durable, rigor-
ous, and rugged than most of us realize. So when you 
pick up your cross every day, do so without wavering. 
Because as you do, you’ll also be choosing joy.

Jesus, I am humbled— and in awe— to think You would 
willingly endure betrayal, the terrors of the cross, and 
the dark stain of all my sin. And somehow, You saw joy 
beyond it all. You knew Your suffering would purchase 
my rescue from death and open the doors of eternal life 
for me. Teach me, Lord, to look beyond today’s pain to 
see heaven on the horizon.
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January 14 | Jeremiah 1:6−10

Do you ever feel like God has called others to big 
plans, big visions, and important roles in His kingdom, 
but you’re just not cut out for it? That is what Jeremiah 
thought. When God called his number, Jeremiah 
protested, claiming he was too young— and a poor 
speaker besides. But the Lord replied, “Do not say, ‘I 
am too young’ . . . for I am with you . . . I have put my 
words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over 
nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to 
destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” What a 
grand- scale vision! Speak for God? Confront nations? 
Overturn realms? Build and plant in remote corners of 
the earth? It seems like too much for you and me too, 
doesn’t it? We shrink from the task, thinking, That’s 
too big. Too grandiose. I can’t handle that!  Yes you can! 
And this very day, God is calling you to a great role, 
bold prayers, and mighty deeds for Christ’s kingdom.

Dear Lord, please don’t let the enemy shrink my vision 
of life in Christ into something small, modest, and 
manageable. Lift my heart today, Holy Spirit, as You 
show me ways I can touch a hurting world through my 
prayers— and with whatever else  You place in my hand 
to do.

9780310346777_SpectacleGlory_int_HC.indd   25 4/28/16   1:23 PM



26

January 15 | Proverbs 20:15

Have you ever received a note or card at just the right 
time with just the right word of encouragement? It’s 
like getting a message straight from heaven, isn’t it? 
In Proverbs, Solomon writes, “A word fitly spoken 
is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.”1 We may 
minimize the words we speak or the efforts we make 
to lift someone’s heart or brighten someone’s day, but 
in God’s hands, those few words can make a world 
of difference. Just as careless, sarcastic, or dismissive 
words have the capacity to damage, warp, and kill, so a 
word of kindness— “a word fitly spoken”— can change 
the course of a day . . . or a life. Knowing this, why 
don’t we practice it even more? A notecard in the mail, 
a well- timed affirmation, or even a thoughtful email 
to a struggling soul may be among the most significant 
things you will accomplish— today or ever.

Thank You, Father, for those who have written timely 
notes or spoken words of hope and life to me through 
the years. Holy Spirit, show me where and how and 
when I can do this for others— both Your sons and 
daughters and those who are (for now) outside Your 
family. I don’t want to “just talk”; I want to speak words 
that  You can use.

1. Proverbs 25:11, ESV.
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January 16 | Psalm 103:1–5, NKJV

Today’s Scripture reads, “Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His bene-
fits.” But sometimes we do forget those benefits, don’t 
we? Physical pain, illness, or grief can cloud our per-
spective about God’s love and care for us. His great 
kindness and His miraculous interventions fade all too 
soon from our thoughts. That’s why we need to con-
tinually stir our souls to remember those things. God 
has pardoned all our sin (think of it!). He has rescued 
us, restored us, and crowned us with His love. He has 
healed, protected, and encouraged us time after time. 
Does this make all the pain and struggle go away? No, 
perhaps not immediately. But just around the corner, 
in a few short years, the Bible promises that all of our 
hurts and heartache will fade like a bad dream in the 
morning light.

Lord, I love the bar that David sets here: “All that is 
within me.” Let it be that way in my life today. Awaken 
my heart, spirit, and soul. Stir the parts of my body— 
even the parts that are in pain today— to bless  You, 
praise  You, and lift  Your name high.
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January 17 | Psalm 46:1

Nothing is more suffocating, more soul stif ling, than 
feelings of hopelessness. Despair can seep into your 
soul like f loodwaters into a basement. We’ve all been 
there when hope seems so very faint. But true hope is 
not a feeling; it is a fact firmly rooted in eternal truth. 
God never loses sight of you, never becomes distracted 
from your life, never misplaces your file, never allows 
you to slide off His radar for a single instant. When 
troubles come, He doesn’t back away, giving Satan a 
free hand to harass you. In today’s Scripture, we read, 
“God is our refuge and strength, an ever- present help 
in trouble.” When you are in trouble, God doesn’t 
just send help; He is your help. And this help is ever- 
present. God is closer than your troubles and stronger 
than your fears. Fix your thoughts on Him, and He 
will sustain you.

I’m so thankful, dear Lord, that  You don’t come and go 
in my life like a fitful breeze or a preoccupied friend. 
You are always here. Always in reach. Always listening. 
Always concerned. Always ready to help. Guard my 
heart, I pray, from the infection of despair. And may Your 
hope— Your living hope— flow from me to others.
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January 18 | 1 Corinthians 12:18

When I was in Germany speaking at a church, a blind 
woman named Elizabeth served as my interpreter. 
You can imagine the two of us on stage— me with my 
wheelchair and Elizabeth with her white cane. During 
a break, someone placed an English language maga-
zine on my lap. It looked like a good read, but with 
my quadriplegia, I couldn’t hold the periodical or turn 
its pages.

“Elizabeth,” I said, “how ’bout if you hold the 
magazine and turn the pages, and I will read out loud. 
That way we can both enjoy it.” And that’s just what 
we did. I needed her; she needed me; and together we 
accomplished something that blessed both of us. That 
is how the body of Christ should work! Our com-
bined weaknesses become delightful strengths. First 
Corinthians 12 describes how we all need each other, 
just as a physical body needs feet, hands, ears, and eyes 
to move forward. If we isolate from other Christians, 
we impoverish them— and ourselves.

Lord, keep my mind from filling up with details about 
myself, my wants, my needs, my deadlines, and my 
schedule. Remind me of those I might help today with 
the abilities and gifts  You have given me. If someone 
needs a positive word or a listening ear, move me to take 
notice . . . and take the time to respond.
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January 19 | Luke 15:1−7

Jesus describes a shepherd who leaves ninety- nine 
sheep out in open country to seek a lost one. On the 
surface, that doesn’t seem like wise livestock man-
agement. What rancher turns his back on an entire 
f lock to scour the terrain for one foolish, wandering 
animal? Jesus does.  Yes, He loves the ninety- nine, 
but His heart yearns for the missing sheep, the one 
in eternal peril. After searching high and low, the 
shepherd finally finds the stray and carries it home on 
his shoulders. In his great joy, he even calls friends to 
come celebrate with him. This is how much Jesus loves 
and longs for that lost one you’ve been praying over for 
so long.  Yes, maybe he or she is a rebel in whom others 
see no worth. The Good Shepherd, however, will 
never stop searching and calling. And that’s why we 
should never, ever stop praying for and loving those 
who are lost.

Jesus, forgive me for giving up on people who have 
rejected You and hardened their hearts against You. 
Sometimes I write people off as a bad investment, but You 
never do. Help me not to shrug my shoulders about those 
who choose to ignore You or oppose You and wander 
into darkness. Give me a heart like Yours, Great Shepherd.
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January 20 | Galatians 5:16

Many formerly active able- bodied people have had 
to learn a new pace in life after an accident or illness. 
Whether the condition is temporary or permanent, 
it isn’t easy. The memory and muscles still remember 
what it was like to jog around the neighborhood, ride 
a bike on the river trail, or keep up with a busy house-
hold. But now a new reality has set in.

What happens to your relationship with God in 
such times? Does He leave you in the dust? Does He 
run so far out in front of you that you can barely see 
Him anymore? Not at all. God wants to walk with 
us, and closeness is what matters, not speed. Today’s 
Scripture urges us to “walk by the Spirit.” No mat-
ter how fast or slow you may be moving these days, 
God will guide you. He is at your side every step of 
the journey.

Father, thank You that  You care more about being with 
me than how much distance I cover on a given day. 
Some days I have to take life very slowly, and on other 
days I can’t move at all. I’m so grateful that  You stay near 
and that  Your pace will always match my ability and 
Your eternal purpose.
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January 21 | Romans 8:28

Paul’s words seem like a sweet, cool breeze on a swel-
tering afternoon: “We know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.” But what about 
those two wonderful, perplexing words all things? In 
his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul lists some of 
the experiences he includes under that heading. Severe 
f loggings. Staring death in the face. Bloody lashings 
with a whip. Brutal beatings with rods. Terrifying 
shipwrecks. Danger from bandits. Heartaches over 
betrayals and false believers. Exposure, exhaustion, 
hunger, and thirst.1 And the list goes on.

Most of us could say that our problems pale in 
light of Paul’s list.  Yet he could still write, “I know 
that in all things God works for my good.”2 What’s 
keeping you from believing in God’s goodness right 
now, in the midst of your difficulties, pressures, and 
disappointments?

Lord, I know that if  You worked everything into a pat-
tern for good in Paul’s life, You will do the same in mine. 
I do love You, Lord, and even in today’s pain and wea-
riness, I know You called me for a purpose. Sometimes 
I can’t imagine what that purpose might be, but right 
now I’m content that  You know, and that’s enough.

1. 2 Corinthians 11:23–28. 2. Emphasis mine.
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January 22 | Esther 6:1

One night, Xerxes, emperor of the mighty Persian 
Empire, couldn’t sleep. This may seem like a ran-
dom, trivial fact— but it’s not. That one night of royal 
insomnia set off a whole chain of events that eventually 
saved Queen Esther and the whole Jewish population 
from destruction— while decimating their enemies. 
It’s a reminder of how God delights to arrange “coin-
cidences” to advance His purposes. He uses the most 
innocuous, everyday events to engineer the most 
earth- shattering and significant moments in your life. 
As Pastor John Piper wrote, “God is always doing 
10,000 things in your life, and you may be aware of 
three of them.”1

Is your heart open today? Watch for His sovereign 
hand at work in every life situation, and praise Him 
for how each incident weaves its way into His marve-
lous plan.

Dear Lord, how inexpressibly comforting this is! To 
think I can trust You with all the details of my life— right 
down to the frustrating delays, health setbacks, traffic jams, 
missed flights, and unexpected glitches. Your watch- care 
over my life is wonderful. Why should I be anxious or dis-
couraged? I praise You for being Lord over all of my life.

1. John Piper, “Every Moment in 2013 God Will Be Doing 
10,000 Things in Your Life,” DesiringGod.org, January 1, 2013.
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January 23 | Ephesians 5:15–16

There is nothing as valuable in life as an opportunity. 
In today’s Scripture, Paul tells us, “Be very care-
ful, then, how you live . . . making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are evil.” We sometimes 
talk about making the most of our financial resources 
with good investments. But every day we are handed 
twenty- four precious hours, free of charge. If you had 
all the money in the world, you could not purchase 
a single hour. So what will you do with this price-
less possession? The Bible says to use it wisely. Make 
the most of every open door and every chance you 
get to speak for Jesus or help and love people in His 
name. Take full advantage of the hours God gives you 
because once time is wasted, you can’t get it back.

Father, open my eyes to the doors  You open for me 
today. Forgive me for imagining I have endless time and 
unlimited opportunities to love my family and friends 
or to impact their lives for  You. Deep down, I know 
better. I know that time is fleeting and that open doors 
may not stay open. Awaken my heart to Your will and 
desire for me today.
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January 24 | Ephesians 6:14−15

When you don’t walk, your shoes never wear out. 
My shoes can last me ten years or more and still look 
brand- new. The soles that have never touched dirt, 
gravel, pavement, or even carpet stay pristine. But 
I did have some sandals that got mud- stained in a 
monsoon in the Philippines back in the 1980s— and 
I treasure those stains. They remind me of the people 
who came to Christ that very night, in the storm, as 
we huddled together in a shelter. It was good to get my 
feet dirty bringing Good News to people who need 
Jesus! The truth is, even though my shoes may not get 
a lot of mileage, my wheelchair logs countless miles. 
Traveling isn’t easy for me, but the Lord has sent me 
to visit more than fifty countries with the gospel of 
peace. Whatever inconvenience, difficulty, hardship, 
or physical and emotional wear- and- tear we experi-
ence to bring the story of Jesus to others is worth it a 
thousand times over.

Lord Jesus, I would love the privilege to speak for  You 
today. I don’t know how it will happen, where I will be, 
or whom I might encounter, but when the opportune 
moment comes, let me open my mouth and say a word 
or two that turns the conversation toward You.
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January 25 | Psalm 89:15, 17

At a large conference for pastors in the Philippines, a 
small band of blind musicians entertained the crowd 
inside while a monsoon rain fell outside. Suddenly, 
there was a loud crash of thunder, and the entire con-
ference hall went dark. Unfazed, the musicians didn’t 
skip a beat, even though it was pitch- black. When the 
song was done, the audience burst into thunderous 
applause. What really turned up the wattage on the 
praise that night was the fact that they played through 
the dark.

The same is true when we live for God and keep 
our spirits bright even through the dark times. People 
expect us to be positive and faith filled when every-
thing goes our way. But when the lights falter and 
the music of our lives keeps f lowing, the intensity of 
praise to God goes up several decibels. Keep playing 
the music!

Father in heaven, I pray that my song of thanksgiving 
won’t falter when the sky clouds over with troubles and 
pain. How ironic that the times I least feel like demon-
strating faith are the very times when that demonstra-
tion will be most powerful. I do want to be that city 
on the hill Jesus spoke of; I want my praise to glow in 
the dark.
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January 26 | 1 Corinthians 15:58

Some people imagine that menial, mundane tasks 
don’t rate very high in the Lord’s service— whether 
it’s cleaning up in the church kitchen, setting out 
Communion cups, or changing the oil on an elderly 
widow’s car. But no task undertaken for the Lord is 
ever commonplace, undervalued, or wasted. Today’s 
Scripture reads, “Always give yourselves fully to the 
work of the Lord . . . your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain.” In other words, what you do for God— desiring 
to please Him and serve His people— counts. It makes 
a difference, not only here and now, but on the other 
side, in eternity. Could it be that angels observe our 
determination, sacrifice, and the hours we invest 
in His work? One thing is for certain: God himself 
sees and takes note. And what you do for Him today 
may have far greater implications than you could ever 
begin to imagine.

Lord, how good it is to remember that nothing escapes 
Your notice. Every task I have ever attempted for  You, 
every time I worked through my pain, every time I 
set aside something I wanted in order to do what  You 
wanted, has been recorded in heaven. I may feel many 
things in my life, but I should never, ever feel overlooked.
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January 27 | Job 16:19−21

Job looks up through a fog of grief and pain and sees 
something in a f lash of spiritual insight. He cries out, 
“Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on 
high. My intercessor is my friend . . . on behalf of a man 
he pleads with God as one pleads for a friend.” I love 
those two words— “even now.”

Whatever your life situation at this very moment, 
EVEN NOW, you have a Witness, an Advocate, an 
Intercessor, and a Friend in heaven, making the case 
for you before the Father. That Friend is Jesus Himself, 
the Son of God and Creator of all. Whatever your 
circumstance, doctor’s prognosis, level of pain, bank 
balance, or earthly trouble, you have a mighty Witness 
in heaven who is completely tuned in to your situation 
and prays for you.

Even now, Lord Jesus, I don’t have to wait in line for 
Your attention, earn Your notice, work for  Your favor, or 
cry out endlessly for  Your mercy. Even now, You are my 
Advocate, pleading with God the Father on my behalf. 
As best I know how, I will rest in Your love today and 
trust  You to do what’s best for me.
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January 28 | 1 Corinthians 10:12

Have you ever seen a fellow believer fall into deep sin 
and thought to yourself, I would never do that? Maybe 
a prominent Christian has made the news for embez-
zling funds or abandoning his or her wedding vows. 
When you hear the news, you shake your head and 
say, “How could someone do such a thing?” Today’s 
Scripture has good counsel for all of us when we 
imagine ourselves to be above certain sins: “If you 
think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t 
fall!” In other words, don’t be proud or smug when 
others sin, because you are not as strong, courageous, 
and godly as you think you are. Consider Noah, who 
stood firm in a land filled with sin— only to become 
drunk and disgraced in his own tent.1 Your greatest 
temptation doesn’t come when you feel weak and 
vulnerable, but rather when you feel strong, devoted, 
and above the fray.

Father, I know I have done this. I have seen brothers and 
sisters stumble, shaken my head, and thought to myself, 
How could they? But You know the truth, God. You 
know that sometimes I have avoided sin, not because 
I’m more devout, but because I lacked opportunity! 
Father, I admit my weakness today. I want to be strong in 
You— not in myself!

1. Genesis 9:20–23.
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January 29 | Isaiah 40:28−31

It’s very difficult to move forward when you’re locked 
up in physical or emotional pain. In such moments, it’s 
a comfort to remember that the love of Jesus toward 
you and me can never be exhausted. He gives and gives 
and gives. Look at a typical day in His life. In Matthew 
14, after a hot, dusty afternoon of preaching to the 
crowds, Jesus learns the devastating news about the 
beheading of His friend and cousin, John the Baptist. 
But rather than taking time to grieve, Jesus attends to 
the needs at hand, feeding five thousand people. Then 
He later rescues His disciples when a storm blindsides 
their boat. On the other side of the lake, He takes on 
more crowds and nonstop ministry with no sleep.

And so it is today. Jesus’ love for you is endless. 
His concern never falters. He never tires of your jour-
ney. Jesus, your inexhaustible Friend, can carry your 
load today.

Such a Friend!  Praise  You, Jesus, for  Your strong arm 
around my shoulders through the demands of my day 
and the occasional sleepless night. Thank You that even 
though I come to the end of my rope, Your rope has no 
end or limit! I find rest, sweet rest in You today.
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January 30 | Psalm 37:5−6

When I’m in a wheelchair, riding in a special van with 
a raised roof, I can’t see the road ahead. The scenery 
may be fascinating, but as the disabled passenger, I 
have no way of knowing. This can be a little frustrat-
ing on a long road trip.

Sometimes we’re like this with God. We say to 
Him, “If  You don’t mind, please show me where I’m 
going. I don’t need to see the whole road, but can’t 
You at least give me a glimpse?” We long for a hint, a 
signpost, a whisper, or something to reveal where God 
might be taking us.  Yes, He might tell us at times, 
but through most of life, He simply wants us to trust 
in Him. Today’s Scripture reads, “Commit your way 
to the Lord; trust in him . . . and he will make your 
righteous reward shine like the dawn.” God is wise 
and good. We can trust Him with the road ahead.

Lord, I would love to see around the bend— or just over 
the horizon. I’d like to have an airplane view of life, to 
see “how things work out.” But You ask me to simply fol-
low You step by step, hour by hour, moment by moment. 
I accept that today, Jesus. What matters most isn’t where 
I’m going, but the reality that You are with me.
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January 31 | Matthew 6:34, NLT

How do we keep going when we are hurting? How 
do we live? A friend once gave me some advice about 
living with chronic pain: Just do the next thing.1 In other 
words, don’t try to wrap your mind around a long sea-
son— or a lifetime— of discomfort and pain; just tackle 
the next hour, the next day, the next night. As Jesus 
said, “Don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough 
for today.” If you are dealing with any kind of pain 
today, just do the next thing. It may mean getting out 
of bed, getting up off the couch, getting out of the 
house, doing the laundry, or washing the dishes in the 
sink. Revelation 21:4 reminds us that very soon there 
will be no more night, pain, or tears. So press on as 
best you can and lean helplessly into His arms.  You 
can do no more— and you can do no less.

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for reminding me that I only 
need to concern myself with living one day at a time, 
one hour at a time. I don’t know what tomorrow will 
bring, but I know that whatever it may be, You will be 
there with me. And that’s all I need to know.

1. Thanks to Dr. Michael Easley.
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