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1 Kings 1:1–2:46
!

WHEN KING DAVID was old and well advanced in
years, he could not keep warm even when they put
covers over him. 2So his servants said to him, “Let

us look for a young virgin to attend the king and take care of
him. She can lie beside him so that our lord the king may keep
warm.” 

3Then they searched throughout Israel for a beautiful girl
and found Abishag, a Shunammite, and brought her to the
king. 4The girl was very beautiful; she took care of the king
and waited on him, but the king had no intimate relations with
her.

5Now Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, put himself
forward and said, “I will be king.” So he got chariots and
horses ready, with fifty men to run ahead of him. 6(His father
had never interfered with him by asking, “Why do you behave
as you do?” He was also very handsome and was born next
after Absalom.)

7Adonijah conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with
Abiathar the priest, and they gave him their support. 8But
Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, Nathan the
prophet, Shimei and Rei and David’s special guard did not
join Adonijah.

9Adonijah then sacrificed sheep, cattle and fattened calves
at the Stone of Zoheleth near En Rogel. He invited all his
brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah who were
royal officials, 10but he did not invite Nathan the prophet or
Benaiah or the special guard or his brother Solomon.

11Then Nathan asked Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, “Have
you not heard that Adonijah, the son of Haggith, has become
king without our lord David’s knowing it? 12Now then, let me
advise you how you can save your own life and the life of
your son Solomon. 13Go in to King David and say to him, ‘My
lord the king, did you not swear to me your servant: “Surely
Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my
throne”? Why then has Adonijah become king?’ 14While you
are still there talking to the king, I will come in and confirm
what you have said.”



15So Bathsheba went to see the aged king in his room,
where Abishag the Shunammite was attending him.
16Bathsheba bowed low and knelt before the king.

“What is it you want?” the king asked.
17She said to him, “My lord, you yourself swore to me your

servant by the LORD your God: ‘Solomon your son shall be
king after me, and he will sit on my throne.’ 18But now Adoni-
jah has become king, and you, my lord the king, do not know
about it. 19He has sacrificed great numbers of cattle, fattened
calves, and sheep, and has invited all the king’s sons, Abiathar
the priest and Joab the commander of the army, but he has not
invited Solomon your servant. 20My lord the king, the eyes of
all Israel are on you, to learn from you who will sit on the
throne of my lord the king after him. 21Otherwise, as soon as
my lord the king is laid to rest with his fathers, I and my son
Solomon will be treated as criminals.”

22While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the
prophet arrived. 23And they told the king, “Nathan the
prophet is here.” So he went before the king and bowed with
his face to the ground.

24Nathan said, “Have you, my lord the king, declared that
Adonijah shall be king after you, and that he will sit on your
throne? 25Today he has gone down and sacrificed great num-
bers of cattle, fattened calves, and sheep. He has invited all
the king’s sons, the commanders of the army and Abiathar the
priest. Right now they are eating and drinking with him and
saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ 26But me your servant, and
Zadok the priest, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and your ser-
vant Solomon he did not invite. 27Is this something my lord
the king has done without letting his servants know who
should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?”

28Then King David said, “Call in Bathsheba.” So she came
into the king’s presence and stood before him.

29The king then took an oath: “As surely as the LORD lives,
who has delivered me out of every trouble, 30I will surely carry
out today what I swore to you by the LORD, the God of Israel:
Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my
throne in my place.”

31Then Bathsheba bowed low with her face to the ground
and, kneeling before the king, said, “May my lord King David
live forever!”
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32King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet and Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” When they came
before the king, 33he said to them: “Take your lord’s servants
with you and set Solomon my son on my own mule and take
him down to Gihon. 34There have Zadok the priest and
Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. Blow the
trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!’ 35Then you are
to go up with him, and he is to come and sit on my throne and
reign in my place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and
Judah.”

36Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king, “Amen! May
the LORD, the God of my lord the king, so declare it. 37As the
LORD was with my lord the king, so may he be with Solomon
to make his throne even greater than the throne of my lord
King David!”

38So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of
Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites went down and
put Solomon on King David’s mule and escorted him to
Gihon. 39Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred
tent and anointed Solomon. Then they sounded the trumpet
and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” 40And
all the people went up after him, playing flutes and rejoicing
greatly, so that the ground shook with the sound.

41Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as
they were finishing their feast. On hearing the sound of the
trumpet, Joab asked, “What’s the meaning of all the noise in
the city?”

42Even as he was speaking, Jonathan son of Abiathar the
priest arrived. Adonijah said, “Come in. A worthy man like
you must be bringing good news.”

43“Not at all!” Jonathan answered. “Our lord King David
has made Solomon king. 44The king has sent with him Zadok
the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the
Kerethites and the Pelethites, and they have put him on the
king’s mule, 45and Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet
have anointed him king at Gihon. From there they have gone
up cheering, and the city resounds with it. That’s the noise
you hear. 46Moreover, Solomon has taken his seat on the royal
throne. 47Also, the royal officials have come to congratulate
our lord King David, saying, ‘May your God make Solomon’s
name more famous than yours and his throne greater than

1 Kings 1:1–2:46



yours!’ And the king bowed in worship on his bed 48and said,
‘Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has allowed my
eyes to see a successor on my throne today.’”

49At this, all Adonijah’s guests rose in alarm and dispersed.
50But Adonijah, in fear of Solomon, went and took hold of the
horns of the altar. 51Then Solomon was told, “Adonijah is
afraid of King Solomon and is clinging to the horns of the
altar. He says, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me today that he
will not put his servant to death with the sword.’”

52Solomon replied, “If he shows himself to be a worthy
man, not a hair of his head will fall to the ground; but if evil is
found in him, he will die.” 53Then King Solomon sent men,
and they brought him down from the altar. And Adonijah
came and bowed down to King Solomon, and Solomon said,
“Go to your home.”

2:1When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a
charge to Solomon his son.

2“I am about to go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be
strong, show yourself a man, 3and observe what the LORD

your God requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees
and commands, his laws and requirements, as written in the
Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you do and
wherever you go, 4and that the LORD may keep his promise to
me: ‘If your descendants watch how they live, and if they walk
faithfully before me with all their heart and soul, you will
never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’

5“Now you yourself know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to
me—what he did to the two commanders of Israel’s armies,
Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether. He killed them,
shedding their blood in peacetime as if in battle, and with that
blood stained the belt around his waist and the sandals on his
feet. 6Deal with him according to your wisdom, but do not let
his gray head go down to the grave in peace.

7“But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and
let them be among those who eat at your table. They stood
by me when I fled from your brother Absalom.

8“And remember, you have with you Shimei son of Gera,
the Benjamite from Bahurim, who called down bitter curses on
me the day I went to Mahanaim. When he came down to meet
me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the LORD: ‘I will not put
you to death by the sword.’ 9But now, do not consider him
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innocent. You are a man of wisdom; you will know what to do
to him. Bring his gray head down to the grave in blood.”

10Then David rested with his fathers and was buried in the
City of David. 11He had reigned forty years over Israel—
seven years in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. 12So
Solomon sat on the throne of his father David, and his rule
was firmly established.

13Now Adonijah, the son of Haggith, went to Bathsheba,
Solomon’s mother. Bathsheba asked him, “Do you come
peacefully?”

He answered, “Yes, peacefully.” 14Then he added, “I have
something to say to you.”

“You may say it,” she replied.
15“As you know,” he said, “the kingdom was mine. All Israel

looked to me as their king. But things changed, and the king-
dom has gone to my brother; for it has come to him from the
LORD. 16Now I have one request to make of you. Do not
refuse me.”

“You may make it,” she said.
17So he continued, “Please ask King Solomon—he will not

refuse you—to give me Abishag the Shunammite as my wife.”
18“Very well,” Bathsheba replied, “I will speak to the king

for you.”
19When Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him

for Adonijah, the king stood up to meet her, bowed down to
her and sat down on his throne. He had a throne brought for
the king’s mother, and she sat down at his right hand.

20“I have one small request to make of you,” she said. “Do
not refuse me.”

The king replied, “Make it, my mother; I will not refuse
you.”

21So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given in
marriage to your brother Adonijah.”

22King Solomon answered his mother, “Why do you
request Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? You might as
well request the kingdom for him—after all, he is my older
brother—yes, for him and for Abiathar the priest and Joab
son of Zeruiah!”

23Then King Solomon swore by the LORD: “May God deal
with me, be it ever so severely, if Adonijah does not pay with
his life for this request! 24And now, as surely as the LORD

1 Kings 1:1–2:46



lives—he who has established me securely on the throne of
my father David and has founded a dynasty for me as he
promised—Adonijah shall be put to death today!” 25So King
Solomon gave orders to Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he
struck down Adonijah and he died.

26To Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go back to your
fields in Anathoth. You deserve to die, but I will not put you
to death now, because you carried the ark of the Sovereign
LORD before my father David and shared all my father’s hard-
ships.” 27So Solomon removed Abiathar from the priesthood
of the LORD, fulfilling the word the LORD had spoken at
Shiloh about the house of Eli.

28When the news reached Joab, who had conspired with
Adonijah though not with Absalom, he fled to the tent of the
LORD and took hold of the horns of the altar. 29King Solomon
was told that Joab had fled to the tent of the LORD and was
beside the altar. Then Solomon ordered Benaiah son of
Jehoiada, “Go, strike him down!”

30So Benaiah entered the tent of the LORD and said to
Joab, “The king says, ‘Come out!’”

But he answered, “No, I will die here.”
Benaiah reported to the king, “This is how Joab answered

me.”
31Then the king commanded Benaiah, “Do as he says.

Strike him down and bury him, and so clear me and my
father’s house of the guilt of the innocent blood that Joab
shed. 32The LORD will repay him for the blood he shed,
because without the knowledge of my father David he
attacked two men and killed them with the sword. Both of
them—Abner son of Ner, commander of Israel’s army, and
Amasa son of Jether, commander of Judah’s army—were better
men and more upright than he. 33May the guilt of their blood
rest on the head of Joab and his descendants forever. But on
David and his descendants, his house and his throne, may
there be the LORD’s peace forever.”

34So Benaiah son of Jehoiada went up and struck down
Joab and killed him, and he was buried on his own land in the
desert. 35The king put Benaiah son of Jehoiada over the army
in Joab’s position and replaced Abiathar with Zadok the priest.

36Then the king sent for Shimei and said to him, “Build
yourself a house in Jerusalem and live there, but do not go
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anywhere else. 37The day you leave and cross the Kidron Val-
ley, you can be sure you will die; your blood will be on your
own head.”

38Shimei answered the king, “What you say is good. Your
servant will do as my lord the king has said.” And Shimei
stayed in Jerusalem for a long time.

39But three years later, two of Shimei’s slaves ran off to
Achish son of Maacah, king of Gath, and Shimei was told,
“Your slaves are in Gath.” 40At this, he saddled his donkey and
went to Achish at Gath in search of his slaves. So Shimei went
away and brought the slaves back from Gath.

41When Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from
Jerusalem to Gath and had returned, 42the king summoned
Shimei and said to him, “Did I not make you swear by the
LORD and warn you, ‘On the day you leave to go anywhere
else, you can be sure you will die’? At that time you said to
me, ‘What you say is good. I will obey.’ 43Why then did you
not keep your oath to the LORD and obey the command I
gave you?”

44The king also said to Shimei, “You know in your heart all
the wrong you did to my father David. Now the LORD will
repay you for your wrongdoing. 45But King Solomon will be
blessed, and David’s throne will remain secure before the
LORD forever.”

46Then the king gave the order to Benaiah son of Jehoiada,
and he went out and struck Shimei down and killed him.

The kingdom was now firmly established in Solomon’s
hands.

THE KINGS NARRATIVE proceeds on the assumption
that the account of the rise of David is familiar to
the reader. The conspiracy depicted here for the
throne is a new development in the story of

David. The question of succession is first raised by Bathsheba (1:20).1 The
main protagonists, Solomon and Adonijah, have had no role in the previous

Original
Meaning

1 Kings 1:1–2:46

1. These chapters are not the continuation of a “Succession Narrative” (see “Process of
History Writing” in the introduction). The question of succession has not been raised in
the previous court history. Furthermore, references to the early history of David, such as
the help of Abiathar (2:26–27; cf. 1 Sam. 3:11–14) and the murder of Abner by Joab
(1 Kings 2:5, 32; cf. 2 Sam. 3) are outside the bounds of a Succession Narrative.



events of David’s household. After the birth of Solomon, Bathsheba van-
ishes from the scene. This struggle for the throne provides the transition
from the story of David’s reign to Solomon as the new king. 

In the early monarchy of Israel, the right of the firstborn to succeed on
the throne (primogeniture) seems to have been recognized (cf. 1 Sam. 20:31;
1 Kings 2:22). Adonijah, the oldest surviving brother, has rallied to his side
the leaders who have been with David from the days of his flight from Saul.
These include Abiathar the priest and Joab, one of David’s leading military
generals. This right of succession, if it existed, is not uncontested. Support-
ing Solomon are Benaiah the military leader, Zadok the priest, and Nathan
the prophet. The rivalry between these two parties has the appearance of the
traditional leadership of the “men of Judah” (1:9) protecting their interests
against a younger generation of rivals. David appears as a weak and vacillating
king. His failure to declare a successor continues the conflict that has plagued
his household from the days when Solomon was born.

Advancing Debilitation of David (1:1 – 4)

THE INABILITY OF David to function as king creates a crisis in the young king-
dom. His inability to stay warm when provided an abundance of coverings
is a sign of impending death. David’s political advisers and protectors attempt
to assist him by seeking out a beautiful young woman to provide him with
personal care. In a society that accepted concubines as the right of a king, it
is her duty to be his bedmate as well.2 None of this would be shocking or even
unusual in a society that expected kings to have the services of a large harem.
Their provision of a young woman for David does not suggest they believed
a king could not function when lacking sexual potency, or that by primitive
rite of contractual magic they could convey health and heat of a young body
to the old king.3 The narrative provides no indication that Abishag is sought
for the purpose of restoring virility. David’s failure to respond is an indica-
tion that the vigor for which he was renowned has left him. 

The position of Abishag is left ambiguous, since she is not fully inducted
into his harem. Her intimacy with David and her extraordinary beauty gives
her a special status. Solomon no doubt intends to make her a part of his own
harem. When Adonijah requests her as a wife, Solomon interprets it a plot
for the throne (2:21–22). She becomes the occasion for Solomon to rid him-
self of Adonijah in taking charge of the kingdom as the rightful successor to
David.
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2. The expression s hkb bh!q is used for intimacy (cf. Gen. 16:5).
3. Contra John Gray, I & II Kings (OTL; Philadelphia: Westminster, 1979), 77; cf. J. A. Mont-

gomery and H. S. Gehman, The Books of Kings (ICC; Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1951), 71–72.
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Enthronement of Solomon (1:5 – 53)

THE SUCCESSION OF Solomon to the throne of David follows a pattern all too
typical of ancient kingdoms. Rivalry for the throne often led to violence and
death among family members and their associated supporters. The attempted
coup by Adonijah and the counter-coup of Solomon are the outcome of moral
compromises of David’s reign. Adonijah is David’s fourth son (2 Sam. 3:4), and
apparently the oldest surviving son. Amnon, the oldest son of David, was
killed by Absalom because of the rape of his sister Tamar (13:28–29). Absa-
lom, the third oldest son, died in his revolt against David (18:14–15). 

Adonijah believes he is entitled to be heir and attempts to take over the
throne; David is either negligent in the matter of not fulfilling his earlier
oath to Bathsheba (1 Kings 1:13, 17, 30), or he secretly sympathizes with the
ambitions of Adonijah. Nathan the prophet intervenes for the safety of
Bathsheba and her son; he devises a scheme to call the king to account for
his earlier promise that Solomon will reign. David has not been in control
of his own household (1:6), a pattern seen during his reign. After Solomon
is installed as king by the authority of David, the group supporting Adoni-
jah disbands, and Adonijah is offered conciliation. This is not God’s design
for the succession to the throne he established forever (2 Sam. 7:13–14). The
brutal employment of military force leads to violence and guilt on all sides.
Manipulative tactics and ruthless quest for political power are a drastic depar-
ture from Israel’s political ideals.

Adonijah is aggressive in seizing the throne (1:5, 7, 9). He employs a per-
sonal chariot force and guard of honor to give him the status of king and to
prepare for his coup. Though David has made limited use of chariotry (2 Sam.
8:4), Adonijah is well aware of its power. Joab, the powerful military leader
of David’s army, joins in the revolt, along with Abiathar, a leading priest.

Joab is a relative of David (1 Chron. 2:15–16) and the ruthless leader of
David’s army (2 Sam. 3:27; 18:15; 20:10). With Joab at the head of the con-
spirators, Adonijah has access to the entire army (2 Sam. 20:23), a far greater
force than the palace guard of Benaiah. Abiathar the priest has served David
from the beginning of his struggles (1 Sam. 22:20–23); he escaped from the
slaughter of the priests at Nob, took refuge with David, and became a priest
in the kingdom along with Zadok (2 Sam. 20:25). Adonijah calls together the
royal family and all the men of Judah (1 Kings 1:9), his own clansmen, who
under Joab constitute the striking force of the national army.

The location of the celebration of investiture is at the “Serpent Stone,” or
more probably the “Rock Slide.”4 It is outside Jerusalem, but close enough that

1 Kings 1:1–2:46

4. The word zah!al primarily means to slide, and only secondarily is applied to a worm or
snake (L. Koehler and W. Baumgartner, Hebräisches und aramäisches Lexikon zum alten Testament,



the counter-celebrations within the city can be heard (v. 41). It is located near
En Rogel, at the present time a shaft tapping a subterranean stream just below
the confluence of the Hinnom and Kidron valleys,5 on the southeast corner
of the city.

The counter forces consist of Zadok the priest, Benaiah the general of the
standing army, Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, who had the status of friend
of the king (v. 8).6 Zadok appeared after David’s occupation of Jerusalem
(2 Sam. 8:17) and functioned as a leading priest along with the representa-
tive of the line of Eli (20:25). Benaiah also took office after David’s conquest
of Jerusalem (8:18); he was the commander of the royal army, those soldiers
employed by the king and detached from their home communities. Nathan
the prophet emerged after David took office in Jerusalem as well (7:2). He
was always associated with the king and had sufficient influence he could con-
front and correct the king, as in the Bathsheba affair (12:1–15). Adonijah
underestimated the resistance of those loyal to Solomon. His deliberate
exclusion of them indicated that he did not intend to function with a peace-
ful coalition (1 Kings 1:10), and he overestimated the power of his forces to
overcome them (v. 12).

Nathan the prophet previously served as the conscience to the king in
the matter of temple building (2 Sam. 7:1–11). Knowing the oath of suc-
cession, Nathan is committed to ensuring the promise is fulfilled. Previ-
ous weakness of David in dealing with his children included the rape of
Tamar, which merely roused his ineffective anger against Amnon (2 Sam.
13:21), and his lenience toward Absalom, which nearly cost him the loy-
alty of his troops (19:1–7). David may have had similar sympathies with
Adonijah, and the results would have been similarly disastrous. This time
Nathan brings his rebuke through the influence of Bathsheba. David would
feel a sense of obligation to her, especially since the oath was initially
made to her (1 Kings 1:17). Nathan does not trust David to live up to his
obligations and is determined to be present to ensure the oath is fulfilled,
though he makes no reference to it in speaking with David. Instead, he
arrives as a messenger to report to David that the investiture of Adonijah
is in progress. As on previous occasions, Nathan directly addresses the fail-
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3rd. ed. [Leiden: Brill, 1995], 1:256–57). The “Stone of Zoheleth” may have been the name
of a slide triggered by an earthquake.

5. En Rogel was on the boundary between Benjamin and Judah (Josh. 15:7; 18:16) and
was part of David’s espionage system in the revolt of Absalom (2 Sam. 17:17).

6. Translators often interpret “friend” as the name of another individual (Rei). This
seems unlikely, as the name is unknown, and Shimei is the only individual not designated
by function. “Friend of the king” was an officer of state (1 Kings 4:5), probably a privy
counselor.
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ure of the king without violating royal prerogative or rousing the anger
of the king.

When confronted with his failures, David accepts responsibility for his
wrong. His oath assures Nathan and Bathsheba that he will keep the vow
made earlier (vv. 29–30). Prophet, priest, and general (Nathan, Zadok, and
Benaiah) are to commence the coronation of Solomon immediately. Solomon
mounts David’s private mule, dramatic and visual evidence that royal author-
ity has been turned over to the rightful heir. The Gihon Spring is the famous
water source of Jerusalem in the Kidron Valley not far from the temple, about
a quarter mile up the valley from the spring where the celebrations of Adoni-
jah are taking place.

Zadok the priest anoints Solomon as king with the authority of Nathan
the prophet. The trumpet blast announces the installation of the new king.
With this prophet, priest, and general set out with the royal guard described
as Kerethi and Pelethi (v. 38).7 Zadok the priest anoints Solomon in a dis-
tinguished ceremony. A joyful procession follows with the playing of flutes
or dancing.8 The celebrations “split the land” as if an earthquake has taken
place (v. 40),9 marking this as a most significant occasion.

The tumult of the coronation attracts the attention of Adonijah’s party just
down the valley. Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the priest and a man of sta-
tus, is apparently present at the proceedings of the anointing of Solomon and
reports everything that has transpired. The last word, spoken by David him-
self, is a thanksgiving prayer that the dynasty will continue (v. 48). The party
of Adonijah quickly disperses, unwilling to challenge the will of David and
the forces who are with Solomon. Adonijah himself seeks refuge in the sanc-
tuary, the place where the innocent can be protected from summary execu-
tion. He fears the fate of death at the hands of Solomon, since no doubt this
is what he planned for Solomon had he been successful. The sanctuary pro-
tects the innocent, but it is of no help to the guilty. Adonijah seems to think
he is in a position to bargain for mercy. Solomon grants him security on the
condition that he conduct himself with loyalty and honor.

1 Kings 1:1–2:46

7. The two names are likely to be associated with Crete and Philistia, both a reference
to the Sea Peoples from the west. David had taken up feudal service with Achish of Gath
and had received Ziklag in perpetuity (1 Sam. 27:6). Apparently the warriors associated with
David at that time became his standing army under the command of Benaiah (2 Sam. 8:18;
20:23). See J. C. Greenfield, “Cherethites and Pelethites,” IDB, 1:557.

8. The Greek interprets the word used here as dancing, a variant vocalization of the
Hebrew. As a spontaneous expression of joy this would more readily describe the people,
especially since the immediacy of the ceremony did not allow for a lot of preparation.

9. The Old Greek says that the land resounds, reading tq< rather than bq<. In this com-
mentary, Old Greek will be used for a distinctly earlier translation of Kings preserved
within the manuscript tradition.


