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Welcome to section three

of Jesus’ ministry!

Chapters 11 - 20: the m
iracle of Jesus raising
Lazarus from the dead
through to Jesus’
resurrection after His
death on the cross.
4

These chapters contain
a lesson for us on
how to live life now befo
re Jesus returns.
So the chapters create
a picture of:
• ch 11 = Life (Lazarus
raised by Jesus)
• ch 12 = Death (Jesus
predicts His death)
• chs 13-17 = Life befo
re Jesus’ return
• chs 18-19 = Death (t
he crucifixion of Jesus)
• ch 20 = Life (the resu
rrection of Jesus)
In this section the scen
e is set for the
amazing miracle to com
e…

5

Chapter 11
1

Now a man named Lazaru
s was ill. He
was from Bethany, the vi
llage of Mary
and her sister Martha.
2
(This Mary, whose brothe
r Lazarus now
lay ill, was the same one
who poured
perfume on the Lord and
wiped his feet
with her hair.)
3
So the sisters sent word
to Jesus, ‘Lord,
the one you love is ill.’
4
When he heard this, Jesu
s said, ‘This
illness will not end in deat
h. No, it is
for God’s glory so that Go
d’s Son may be
glorified through it.’
5
Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister
and Lazarus.
6
So when he heard that La
zarus was ill,
he stayed where he was tw
o more days,
7
and then he said to his di
sciples, ‘Let us
go back to Judea.’
8
‘But Rabbi,’ they said, ‘a
short while ago
the Jews there tried to st
one you, and
yet you are going back?’

6

9

Jesus answered, ‘Are th
ere not twelve
hours of daylight? Anyo
ne who walks
in the day-time will no
t stumble, for
they see by this world’s
light.
10
It is when a person wal
ks at night that
they stumble, for they
have no light.’
11
After he had said this,
he went on to
tell them, ‘Our friend La
zarus has fallen
asleep; but I am going
there to wake
him up.’
12
His disciples replied, ‘L
ord, if he sleeps,
he will get better.’
13
Jesus had been speaking
of his death,
but his disciples though
t he meant
natural sleep.
14
So then he told them pl
ainly, ‘Lazarus
is dead,
15
and for your sake I am
glad I was not
there, so that you may
believe. But let
us go to him.’
16
Then Thomas (also know
n as Didymus)
said to the rest of the di
sciples, ‘Let us
also go, that we may di
e with him.’
7

The dead will be raised!
Verses to highlight:
4

‘This
When he heard this, Jesus said,
, it is
illness will not end in death. No
n may
for God’s glory so that God’s So
be glorified through it.’

Why does the miracle happen?

Belief in Jesus as the Son of God
is the main theme of John’s book.
These verses therefore explain the
purpose of the miracle:
v4

: Glory…

and
15

s not
and for your sake I am glad I wa
. But
there, so that you may believe
let us go to him.’

v 15

: Faith!

Jesus tells the disciples in advance,
the purpose of the miracle they are
about to see.
So, if we now see this miracle through
Jesus’ eyes, what should we be asking ourselves?

Once again
we see how
carefully John
has written his
account, in order
to demonstrate
who Jesus is!
8

1) How do the events reveal the
glory of both God and Jesus?
2) How does this miracle
strengthen the disciples’ faith?

acle ,
This takes us back to Jesus’ first recorded mir
signs,
in chapter 2 v 11: ‘[This is] the first of the
through which he revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.’
9

What is so puzzling about v 6?
6

11

14

So when he heard that Lazarus
was ill, he stayed where he was
two more days,

Jesus delays setting off for two
days…

After he had said this, he went on
to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep; but I am going
there to wake him up.’

This means that Jesus deliberately
delayed, so that by the time He
reaches His friend, Lazarus is a
rotting corpse!

So then he told them plainly,
‘Lazarus is dead,

John chapter 5 v 28-29

for a time is
‘Do not be amazed at this,
their graves will
coming when all who are in
t – those who
hear his voice and come ou
ll rise to live, and
have done what is good wi
is evil will rise to
those who have done what
be condemned.’

We will see that by the time Jesus
gets to Lazarus, he has been in his
tomb for four days! v 39

What did Jesus mean by verse 11?

Jesus sees all of our deaths as
just temporary ‘sleep’ before His
‘second coming’, when He will
return and awake everyone for the
final judgement day.
Where have we seen this before?

Remember ch 5 vs 28,29
Was Lazarus physically dead?

Jesus spells it out…

10

v 14

11

We return to the story...

On his arrival, Jesus found that
b
Lazarus had already been in the tom
for four days.
les
18
Now Bethany was less than two mi
from Jerusalem,
a
19
and many Jews had come to Marth
s
and Mary to comfort them in the los
of their brother.
s
20
When Martha heard that Jesus wa
,
coming, she went out to meet him
but Mary stayed at home.
21
‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you
not
had been here, my brother would
have died.
22
But I know that even now God will
give you whatever you ask.’
l
23
Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother wil
rise again.’
24
Martha answered, ‘I know he will
rise again in the resurrection at the
last day.’

17

12

Jesus said to her, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life. The one who
believes in me will live, even though
they die;
26
and whoever lives by believing in me
will never die. Do you believe this?’
27
‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that
you are the Messiah, the Son of God,
who is to come into the world.’

25

13

What does this section tell us about
Lazarus and his two sisters?

Verses to highlight:
Now Bethany was less than two
miles from Jerusalem,

18

19

and many Jews had come to
em
Martha and Mary to comfort th
in the loss of their brother.

Lazarus was clearly a well-known
‘big fish’. Many people had
attended his funeral.
Mary and Martha were supported
by many people.
Martha has the faith in Jesus to
say, ‘If only you had been here!’
vs 21,22

What does Jesus tell her will happen?
21

‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if
you had been here, my brother
would not have died.

22

23

14

will
But I know that even now God
give you whatever you ask.’

Martha believes in the final
resurrection on the last day (the
second coming)! But, as yet, she
hasn’t quite grasped the full extent
of Jesus’ power! v 23

Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother
will rise again.’

15

Who does Jesus say He is,
and what does belief in Him bring?

• Jesus is God! He uses God’s
name for Himself! ‘I am’

24

25

26

27

Martha answered, ‘I know he will
rise again in the resurrection at
the last day.’
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life. The one
who believes in me will live, even
though they die;
and whoever lives by believing in
me will never die. Do you believe
this?’

‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, who is to come into the
world.’

• As God, He is the resurrection
and the life
This refers to the resurrection
at the end of time (when Jesus
returns known as the second
coming). This is what Martha has
referred to in v 24.
At the end of time we will be
raised, physically, by Jesus… and
if we have put our trust in Him, we
will live with Him forever.
So what does this mean?

Though our bodies may die and
rot as they wait for the second
coming, our soul will live with Jesus
in Paradise.
How does Martha respond to Jesus?

She believes Jesus is Lord… the
Messiah… the Son of God.

Who do we believe
Jesus is?
16

17

Summing up…
The purpose of chapter 11 is to explain that
God will be glorified through the death and
resurrection of Jesus… and that we too need
to believe…
Jesus’ words in verses 25,26 are a good
summary:
‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one
who believes in me will live, even though
they die; and whoever lives by believing in
me will never die. Do you believe this?’

18

A thought to mull ov

er…

How would belief in Jes
us change our lives fo
r
the better?

19

John 11 vs 1 27
Now a man named Lazarus was
ill. He was from Bethany,
the village of Mary and her sist
er Martha. 2 (This Mary,
whose brother Lazarus now lay
ill, was the same one who
poured perfume on the Lord and
wiped his feet with her
hair.) 3 So the sisters sent wor
d to Jesus, ‘Lord, the one
you love is ill.’ 4 When he hea
rd this, Jesus said, ‘This
illness will not end in death.
No, it is for God’s glory so
that God’s Son may be glorifie
d through it.’ 5 Now Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. 6 So when he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed where he was two
more days, 7 and then he said
to his disciples, ‘Let us go
back to Judea.’ 8 ‘But Rabbi,’
they said, ‘a short while
ago the Jews there tried to ston
e you, and yet you are
going back?’ 9 Jesus answer
ed, ‘Are there not twelve
hours of daylight? Anyone who
walks in the day-time
will not stumble, for they see
by this world’s light. 10 It
is when a person walks at nig
ht that they stumble, for
they have no light.’ 11 After he
had said this, he went on
to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazaru
s has fallen asleep; but I
am going there to wake him up. 12
’ His disciples replied,
‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get
better.’ 13 Jesus had been
speaking of his death, but his disc
iples thought he meant
natural sleep. 14 So then he told
them plainly, ‘Lazarus
is dead, 15 and for your sake
I am glad I was not there,
so that you may believe. But
let us go to him.’ 16 Then
Thomas (also known as Didym
us) said to the rest of
the disciples, ‘Let us also go, tha
t we may die with him.’
17
On his arrival, Jesus found that
Lazarus had already been
in the tomb for four days. 18 Now
Bethany was less than
1

20

two miles from Jerusalem, 19
and many Jews had come
to Martha and Mary to comfort
them in the loss of their
brother. 20 When Martha heard
that Jesus was coming,
she went out to meet him, but
Mary stayed at home.
21
‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus,
‘if you had been here,
my brother would not have died 22
. But I know that even
now God will give you whatever
you ask.’ 23 Jesus said to
her, ‘Your brother will rise aga
in.’ 24 Martha answered,
‘I know he will rise again in the
resurrection at the last
day.’ 25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am
the resurrection and the
life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though
they die; 26 and whoever live
s by believing in me will
never die. Do you believe this?’ 27
‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied,
‘I believe that you are the Messia
h, the Son of God, who is
to come into the world.’
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