
The Word One to One

© William Taylor/Richard Borgonon/10Publishing, 2013

All rights reserved. Except as may be permitted by the 
Copyright Act, no part of this publication may be reproduced 
in any form or by any means without prior permission from 
the publisher.

Published by 10Publishing, a division of 10ofthose.com  
9D Centurion Court, Farington, Leyland, PR25 3UQ, England. 

Email: info@10ofthose.com Website: www.10ofthose.com

Bible quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission.  
All rights reserved worldwide.

ISBN 978-1-909611-22-1 (Pack 2  including books 4 6)

Designed by Diane Bainbridge  
Printed in the UK



54

11

John 5 vs 1-29
God at work

John 5 sees the start of a new section in John’s 

Gospel that runs through to chapter 10.

It begins and ends with two miracles. Jesus  

tells us that both are signs to teach us about 

God’s work.

They show how Jesus miraculously breaks into 

creation to put it right. His work is all about 

God rescuing His people, giving them new life and 

bringing them into His new Creation.

As John writes at the end of his Gospel:

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. - John 20 vs 30-31

The Sabbath
Both miracles happen on ‘the Sabbath’. 
But what is the Sabbath? 
The word ‘Sabbath’ simply means ‘rest’! It comes from the book of Genesis at the start of the Bible. It speaks about a perfect 
relationship with God in His perfect universe. This is perfect rest.
Because we have rebelled against God we 
have never known a perfect relationship 
with Him, or the perfect universe that the original Sabbath in Genesis 2 was all about. 
However, God did promise that one day He would rescue us and give us perfect rest. God gave His people laws about the Sabbath so that one day of the week they would both remember they were made for a 
perfect relationship with Him and  
look forward to the perfect universe 
He promised.
Sadly, the Jews of Jesus’ day had 
missed the main point of the Sabbath 
– looking forward to His perfect rest 
–  and were instead obsessed with the 

minute details of the laws.
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1  Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish 
festivals. 

2  Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is 
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3  Here a great number of disabled people used to lie  the blind, the lame, the paralysed.

5  One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 
6  When Jesus saw him lying there 

and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, ‘Do you want to get well?’ 
7  ‘Sir,’ the invalid replied, ‘I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.’ 8  Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.’ 

Chapter 5

9  At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10  and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, ‘It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.’ 
11  But he replied, ‘The man who made me well said to me, “Pick up your mat and walk.”’ 

12  So they asked him, ‘Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?’ 13  The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. 14  Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, ‘See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something 
worse may happen to you.’

 Some early manuscripts omit v 4 as it might have been added by later copyists. Modern 
translations therefore do not include the verse.
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8  Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick 
up your mat and walk.’ 

9  At once the man was cured; he picked 
up his mat and walked. The day on 
which this took place was a Sabbath, 

The paralysed man

How do these events pick up

What happens to the paralyzed man? 

How did Jesus do this?

on what we know of the Sabbath?

Jesus is working! He is doing the 
work that the Sabbath was all about.

Jesus totally heals him. v 8  

The man who couldn’t move a 
muscle can now get up and walk. 
Remember he had been paralyzed 
for thirty-eight years! This is 
miraculous, and a picture of  the 
perfect rest God promised. v 9

He simply speaks, and the man is 
instantly healed! 

This was no magic trick – Jesus is 
the creator God! Let’s read again 
Chapter 1 vs 1–4.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

with God in the beginning. Through him all 

things were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made. In him was life, 

and that life was the light of all mankind.

John chapter 1 vs 1-4
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15  The man went away and told the 

Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who 

had made him well.

16  So, because Jesus was doing these 

things on the Sabbath, the Jewish 

leaders began to persecute him. 

17  In his defence Jesus said to them, 

‘My Father is always at his work to 

this very day, and I too am working.’ 

18  For this reason they tried all the 

more to kill him; not only was he 

breaking the Sabbath, but he was 

even calling God his own Father, 

making himself equal with God.

How does Jesus defend working on the Sabbath?

What is the reaction of the Jews?

Jesus explains that He is doing 
His Father’s work!

The Jews reject God’s work.

v 16  They persecute Jesus.

v 18  They totally refuse to 
recognize Jesus as God’s Son 
and try even harder to kill Him.
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19  Jesus gave them this answer: ‘Very 
truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing 
by himself; he can do only what he sees 
his Father doing, because whatever the 
Father does the Son also does. 

20  For the Father loves the Son and shows 
him all he does. Yes, and he will show 
him even greater works than these, so 
that you will be amazed. 

21  For just as the Father raises the  
dead and gives them life, even so the 
Son gives life to whom he is pleased to 
give it. 

22  Moreover, the Father judges no one, but 
has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 

23  that all may honour the Son just as  
they honour the Father. Whoever does 
not honour the Son does not honour  
the Father, who sent him.

The job description…

In these next verses Jesus outlines His job description:

•  What His work is 
•  Why He has come to do it
•  When He will do it
•  How He will do it

What is His work? To do the work of  the Father!

v 19    He can do nothing by Himself.

v 19    He does only what He sees 
the Father doing.

v 19    Whatever the Father does He 
does.

v 20    The Father shows Him all that 
He is doing!

v 21    He has come to give life from 
the Father.

v 22    He has come to judge on the 
Father’s behalf.

v 23    Whoever does not honour 
the Son does not honour the 
Father.

So if we do not honour the Son 

what are we saying to God?
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24  ‘Very truly I tell you, whoever hears 

my word and believes him who sent 

me has eternal life and will not be 

judged but has crossed over from 

death to life.

Verse 24 is a key verse – it 
summarises the whole section.

Why has Jesus come?

So what’s the big point from verses 23 and 24?

So what is sin?

How does this happen?

Why does Jesus

come and do this work?

When does it happen?

To bring eternal life, and save us 
from judgement.

By hearing and believing in the 
words of  Jesus.

Jesus tells us that our natural 
condition without Him is dead and 
without hope. 

If  we don’t believe Jesus we will 
still face His judgement. We remain 
dead, with no hope of  life.

If  Jesus is God – as we have seen 
that He is – then not honouring 
Him is evidence of  our refusal to 
honour God.

First and foremost it is not about 
failing to be a decent person. No, 
it’s all about failing to honour the 
Son – that is sin.

Now – as we cross over from death 
to life.
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Are we guilty of sin?

Yes! All of us have failed to honour the Son

That’s why we stand condemned by God

That’s why we are spiritually dead.

Therefore without the work of God, through Jesus, 

we are condemned. 

Being good enough is simply not good enough.

•  Can a dead man help himself?

•  Can a condemned man save himself?

No – we need help from outside of ourselves – Jesus.

Stop and think

This is one of the 
clearest and biggest 
lessons of John’s 
Gospel – we have just 
discovered what ‘sin’ 
really is!
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25  Very truly I tell you, a time is coming 
and has now come when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God and 
those who hear will live. 

26  For as the Father has life in himself, 
so he has granted the Son also to 
have life in himself. 

27  And he has given him authority to 
judge because he is the Son of Man.

28  ‘Do not be amazed at this, for a time 
is coming when all who are in their 
graves will hear his voice 

29  and come out  those who have done 
what is good will rise to live, and 
those who have done what is evil will 
rise to be condemned.

This is another way of saying: 

‘honouring the Son’.

When will Jesus do His work?

How does Jesus do this work?

Who will hear the voice of Jesus

and what will be the result?

Now  He is giving spiritual life to 
those who are spiritually 
dead. 

Soon  A day will come when He 
will raise all people – the 
living and the dead – to 
judgement. vs 27, 29

Everyone! That includes:

• relatives 
• business colleagues 
• people from every religion 
• you and me
• the living and the dead!

And the result – will be 
judgement leading to either life or 
condemnation.

His word! vs 25, 28

Jesus does His work both now, as He 
gives us spiritual life with God, and 
at a fixed point in the future, when He 
will come to judge everyone.

He is sorting our eternal destiny! So 
it’s vital we study the Word!
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John 5 vs 1 29

1 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie – the blind, the lame, the paralysed. 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, ‘Do you want to get well?’ 7 ‘Sir,’ the invalid replied, ‘I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.’ 8 Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.’ 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, ‘It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.’ 11 But he replied, ‘The man who made me well said to me, “Pick up your mat and walk.”’ 12 So they asked him, ‘Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?’ 13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. 14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, ‘See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.’ 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17 In his defence Jesus said to them, ‘My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.’ 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own 

Father, making himself equal with God. 19 Jesus gave them this answer: ‘Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honour the Son just as they honour the Father. Whoever does not honour the Son does not honour the Father, who sent him. 24 ‘Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 28 ‘Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out – those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.

Coming next…

…we will be in the ‘courtroom’…

looking at the evidence for these 

extraordinary claims by Jesus!
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John 5 vs 30-47

Evidence that demands a 
verdict

Chapters 5 to 10 are all about the work of God. Jesus does God’s work! But these chapters also introduce us to people who reject Jesus.
In our first section, watch out for the sudden and dramatic shift in what Jesus says that appears half way through v 37!

30  By myself I can do nothing; I judge 

only as I hear, and my judgment is 

just, for I seek not to please myself 

but him who sent me.

31  ‘If I t
estify about myself, my 

testimony is not true. 

32  There is another who testifies in 

my favour, and I know that his 

testimony about me is true.


